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The Yellow-bellied Asity is one of many endemic species and families found in Madagascar. These are tiny birds, found in wet montane
forests on the eastern side of the island. Because the range is small, they are considered vulnerable, and they face threats from habitat
destruction, and climate change. They are not common, but our tour has a good chance of finding them.
Photograph by guide Phil Gregory.

We include here information for those interested in the 2017 Field Guides Madagascar & Seychelles tour:
⎯ a general introduction to the tour
⎯ a description of the birding areas to be visited on the tour
⎯ an abbreviated daily itinerary with some indication of the nature of each day’s birding outings
Those who register for the tour will be sent this additional material:
⎯ an annotated list of the birds recorded on a previous year’s Field Guides trip to the area, with comments by guide(s) on
notable species or sightings
⎯ a detailed information bulletin with important logistical information and answers to questions regarding
accommodations, air arrangements, clothing, currency, customs and immigration, documents, health precautions, and
personal items
⎯ a reference list
⎯ a Field Guides checklist for preparing for and keeping track of the birds we see on the tour
⎯ after the conclusion of the tour, a list of birds seen on the tour

Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the world, but it has been separate from Africa for so many millions of years
and has fostered the preservation and evolution of such a multitude of unique life forms that it is considered one of the
major zoogeographic regions of the Earth. Ninety percent of its forest species are unique, as well as all of the native
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Malagasy land mammals, among them 80-plus species of lemurs, an ancient primate group once widespread but now
largely confined in shrinking numbers to Madagascar. More than half of the 250-plus bird species are endemic, including
about thirty-six genera and six families of birds found only here or the nearby Comoros: the mesites, the Cuckoo-Roller,
the ground-rollers, the asities (false sunbirds, sometimes lumped into broadbills), the Bernieridae (Malagasy warblers) and
the vangas. In addition, the couas comprise a bird subfamily endemic to Madagascar. Our tour visits all the major
zoogeographic regions of the island, from riverine gallery forests at Berenty and xerophytic spiny forest near Tulear to
deciduous tall forest near Mahajanga in the northwest and lush eastern rainforest at Mantadia-Andasibe (Perinet) and
Ranomafana. This broad coverage, with intensive birding in the best locales, gives us an excellent chance to find
representatives of all the endemic bird families as well as the endemic genera. Our tour route includes localities for more
than 110 of Madagascar’s endemic birds—a little more than a dozen remaining species being either nearly extinct,
virtually unknown, highly localized, or inaccessible to groups. And though the proportion of endemics in Madagascar’s
avifauna is remarkably high, participants have an excellent chance of seeing most of these birds. We expect our past
discoveries (including that of a new species of warbler, the Cryptic Warbler) and our extensive tape collection to serve us
well on our upcoming tours to Madagascar, where Field Guides began running tours some thirty years ago back in 1986,
a well-established pedigree! And with the assistance of several recent field guides to the birds and mammals, there is
every reason to visit this remarkable island now.
Seeing so many unique and often bizarre birds—Sickle-billed Vanga, Sunbird Asity, Blue Coua, or Long-tailed
Ground-Roller—makes for exciting birding indeed. And Madagascar offers many spectacular pluses. Most numerous and
conspicuous of the indigenous mammals are the lemurs. A
very few small, nocturnal relatives of lemurs survive in Africa,
but only in Madagascar do lemurs still inhabit the daylight
world, in graceful and beautifully colored and patterned forms
to more than three feet tall. We should see 20 or more
species of lemurs, including the nearly all-white sifakas and
the tiny mouse lemurs, smallest of all primates. To walk the
misty forest of Perinet to the dawn chorus of Indris crying,
couas calling, and vangas scolding, or to hike the gallery
forest of Berenty followed by troops of Ring-tailed Lemurs
while Lesser Vasa Parrots and Cuckoo-Rollers fly overhead
and giant fruit bats rise on noisy, leathery wings, is truly to
feel one is returning to a living remnant of the Eocene era—
the Earth as it might have appeared fifty million years ago
when the last significant immigration of African species to
Madagascar occurred.
You will see, too, we are sad to report, that Madagascar
and Seychelles are islands lost in more than time. Humans
did not reach Madagascar until about 500 A.D., and
Seychelles was not discovered until 1598. The incredible
natural worlds those first visitors found are now largely
despoiled and lost forever. On Madagascar, eleven species
of lemurs and the twelve-foot-tall Elephant Bird (Aepyornis),
The spectacular Verreaux’s Sifaka is one of the lemur species we
largest bird that ever lived, were exterminated by hunting and
will encounter. We have the possibility of seeing up to 35 species of
by manmade fires that stripped the island of more than eighty
these charismatic mammals as we cross the island.
Photograph by participant Sheila Vince.
percent of its forest cover. Few areas on Earth have so
many species listed as endangered or threatened.
Fortunately, the island has been the focus since the 1980s of a concentrated conservation effort by international
organizations in concert with the Malagasy government, and the outlook for preservation of areas representative of all of
Madagascar’s habitats was promising until the 2009 coup d’etat made things very uncertain again.
Seychelles is a famous holiday destination with wonderful beaches and good coral reefs, as well as 12 species of
endemic bird. One of the characteristics of ecosystems long isolated is their great fragility, with plants and animals unused
to predators and to competition and lacking in disease immunity. The degradation has not ended. Good native forest
habitat in Seychelles has been much reduced, and Seychelles has some of the rarest birds on Earth—Seychelles Scops
Owl, Seychelles Black Parrot, Seychelles Magpie-Robin, Seychelles Paradise-Flycatcher, Seychelles Warbler and
Seychelles White-eye are all still surviving, and working with local experts, we have a good chance of seeing all the
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surviving endemics. We hope you’ll join us for this opportunity to explore the endemic and fascinating avifauna of the
western Indian Ocean—it will surely reveal some new aspects of some amazing and rarely seen birds.
About the Physical Requirements & Pace: In an area with a remarkably high number of endemic and unusual birds
(and some fabulous Malagasy mammals), we wish to see as many as possible on our route. To succeed, our itinerary
must be fairly comprehensive and somewhat complex. That said, we intend to conduct the tour with a balanced pace in
mind. The Madagascar portion of the tour will be faster-paced than our typical schedule in the islands and will involve
some early starts to reach some more distant birding sites or simply to get out early while birds are most active, in
particular in the Tulear, Berenty, and Mahajunga areas, where temperatures climb rapidly on clear mornings. On
Seychelles, life (including the bird life!) is simpler, and our schedule will be slightly more relaxed there and should allow
time for swimming, snorkeling and relaxing.
Seychelles is very much a mainstream tourist destination, a fact reflected in their good hotel facilities, transportation,
and general tourist infrastructure. Madagascar, by contrast, is largely off the mainstream resort tourism track (except for
the popular island of Nosy Be, which has become like so many other resort destinations). While facilities and tourism
support in many parts of the country have improved significantly in recent years, participants should be prepared for
simple accommodations at Ankarafantsika NP and the Bamboo Club at Ifaty (but all are greatly improved over previous
years’ tours, and Berenty now has lovely new rooms). The fabulous birds, wonderful lemurs, and fantastic landscapes
should help to distract us from the accommodations on those few nights.
Temperatures on Seychelles are typically quite sunny but, with sea breezes, quite pleasant. We’ll see a greater range
of temperatures on Madagascar, however. While the central highlands can be very pleasant with highs in the 80’s,
coastal regions like Mahajanga (including Ankarafantsika), Zombitse, Ifaty, Tulear, and Berenty are usually quite hot (high
90’s-low 100’s) at this season.
Hiking on trails in most areas is easy to moderately difficult (if you count walking for a couple of hours one way as
difficult), with quite good trails and few trail obstacles. Hikes at Ranomafana and at Perinet/Mantadia are more
challenging with some significant elevation change and slippery or uneven trails. We’ll be sure to let participants know the
day before what’s in store for the next day’s walking.

Those participating in the extension will have five days in the beautiful Seychelles. This view of the capitol city of Victoria on the island of Mahe’
shows what we can expect: gorgeous water, lovely beaches, and mountains covered by tropical forest.
Photo by participant Shirley Sekarajasingham.
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About the Birding Areas
Ranomafana National Park—
Situated on the slopes of
Madagascar’s humid eastern
escarpment, Ranomafana National
Park protects an area of rainforest
habitat similar to that we’ll find later at
Mantadia-Andasibe (Perinet), but at a
slightly higher elevation. In the mid
1980s Ranomafana received much
attention because of the discovery of a
new species of lemur, the Golden
Bamboo Lemur; other species
including Greater Bamboo, Redbellied, and Red-fronted lemurs,
Milne-Edwards Sifaka, and Eastern
Mouse Lemur occur as well, making
the area of particular interest to
primatologists. We’ll hope to find all of
these lemurs, of course, but the real
draw for our group will be a host of
birds typical of rainforest,
Madagascar’s richest habitat. Beyond
the forest regulars, our main quest will
be a cadre of birds we are unlikely to
see anywhere else. These include Brown Mesite (affording us a realistic opportunity to see all of the mesites on one tour),
Madagascar Snipe, Madagascar Wood-Rail, Pitta-like Ground-Roller (fairly common here and seen well repeatedly on our
past tours), Yellow-bellied Sunbird Asity (rare), Gray-crowned Tetraka (Greenbul) Forest Rock-Thrush (a beautiful
songster), Gray Emu-tail, Wedge-tailed Tetraka (Jery), Cryptic Warbler, White-throated Oxylabes (little groups of which
skulk in the densest forest undergrowth), the elusive and skulking Madagascar Yellowbrow (Yellow-browed Oxylabes),
and the handsome Pollen’s Vanga. Almost all of these species are difficult to see, and we will invest most of our time
seeking them out while still enjoying the more common and widespread rainforest birds as we encounter them. The
terrain at Ranomafana is quite hilly, but with three nights and two full days to explore the area, we will have time to look for
all of these birds at a reasonable pace.
Zombitse Forest/Isalo Massif—We’ll take advantage of a necessary travel day to visit these two areas in south-central
Madagascar and seek out two very local endemics, though it will be hot by the time we get there. The Zombitse
comprises tall deciduous forest reminiscent of what we saw at Ankarafantsika in the northwest. It is home to the Appert’s
Tetraka (Greenbul), described in 1972 and with a very patchy distribution within its tiny range in this part of the island. On
our past tours, we’ve had great looks at small groups of these birds foraging on the ground in the company of the bulkier
Long-billed Tetraka (Greenbul). Few birders have seen this bird, and its restricted habitat is gravely endangered by
charcoal production activities of the local people.
The Isalo Massif is a fabulous landscape of large, rugged rock outcrops amidst near-desert surroundings, though at
3100 feet elevation it is quite comfortable. This is the area where our past tour groups have found one of Madagascar’s
seldom-seen species, the taxonomically challenged Benson’s Rock-Thrush.
Tulear/Ifaty area—The region north of Tulear in southwest Madagascar is covered with great tracts of the island’s bizarre
and unique spiny forest (although in recent years there has been an increased amount of cutting and burning). Here, the
landscape is dominated by a fantastic association of baobab trees, with endemic euphorbias and Didierea shrubs on the
sandy soil. The huge, fat trunks of baobabs stick out above the waving arms of bizarre, spine-covered plants reminiscent
of a giant version of the Ocotillo of the American Southwest. This completely foreign landscape is home to a broad
assortment of Malagasy birds, but we’ll search most of all for two members of endemic families: Subdesert Mesite and
Long-tailed Ground-Roller. Our recent tour groups have enjoyed long, close looks at both species, and some years we
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are fortunate enough to find active nests of the ground-roller. Other prizes among the many possibilities include:
Madagascar Harrier-Hawk, Banded Kestrel, Madagascar Buttonquail, Madagascar Hoopoe (split from the continental
forms by its peculiar voice), Sickle-billed, Chabert, Red-tailed, Lafresnaye’s (restricted to the southwest), and Whiteheaded vangas, Running, Crested, and Olive-capped (if split from Red-capped) couas, Archbold’s Newtonia, Thamnornis,
Stripe-throated Jery, and Sakalava Weaver. We’ll also bird an area of white coral rag scrub near Tulear, home to a couple
of very local endemics—Verreaux’s Coua and the very recently discovered (1997) Red-shouldered Vanga.
Berenty Private Reserve—Berenty Reserve,
owned and meticulously maintained by the de
Heaulme family, is a fine place to enjoy at close
range many of Madagascar’s birds and
especially its Ring-tailed and Red-fronted lemurs
and Verreaux’s Sifakas. The reserve consists of
250 acres of deciduous gallery forest along the
Mandrare River and many acres of spiny forest,
all contained within an active sisal (Agave)
estate. Several trails crisscross the gallery
forest, and many of the widely distributed
Madagascar specialties occur here, including the
monotypic Cuckoo-Roller, a large bird with a
hauntingly beautiful song that can often be seen
performing its graceful, swooping display flights
over the forest. Another birding highlight is
In the Tulear region, we will seek the Long-tailed Ground Roller, a representative of
finding
the huge, terrestrial Giant Couas, often
yet another endemic family. Photograph by participant Sheila Vince.
striding across the trails and quite tame. This is
one of the better locales for Madagascar Sandgrouse, the rare Madagascar Cuckoo-Hawk, and Hook-billed Vanga, and
Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher is pleasantly common. We should see two of the island’s endemic owls, Torotoroka
Scops, and White-browed, both of which frequently call right behind our accommodations and which we quite often see in
daylight. The tall gallery forest contains hundreds of Ring-tailed and Red-fronted lemurs as well as several troops of the
nearly all-white Verreaux’s Sifaka—at three feet, one of the largest of the surviving lemurs. It is a delightful experience to
be able to walk among so many birds and mammals that are unafraid of people. Be aware that travelling the 90 km or so
to the reserve can take about 4 hours on the worst road of the trip, but it is worth the discomfort!
Ankarafantsika Forest Station and Lake Ampijoroa—These birding sites lie about 110 kilometers inland from
Mahajunga (also known as Majunga) in northwestern Madagascar. Important birding habitats include marshes and rice
paddies, a large freshwater lake, and dry deciduous woodland. On a typical birding trip to Madagascar, a number of
specialties are seen only here, including Madagascar Jacana, Madagascar Fish-Eagle (one of the world’s rarest raptors),
White-breasted Mesite, Coquerel’s and Red-capped couas, Rufous and the rare Van Dam’s Vanga, and the rare and
decidedly wonderful Schlegel’s Asity. The richly colored Coquerel’s Sifaka is sometimes seen very close to the forest
station entrance. The Madagascar (Crested) Ibis (a spectacular, rare and elusive forest ibis) has nested in the reserve
and we sometimes encounter them here as we did again in 2014. Collared Iguana is common here, the day geckoes and
chameleons can be fascinating, and a couple of species of the spectacular hog-nosed snake are possible (nonvenomous!)
Andasibe (Perinet) Special Reserve / Mantadia National Park—This reserve and the adjacent national park comprise
an area of 10,000 hectares of rainforest. Located about 130 kilometers east of Antananarivo (known to most as Tana),
Andisibe’ s forest features very tall trees with a particularly dense understory, a feature apparently caused in part by the
cyclones that regularly hit the island. Low hills and ridges characterize the area, and a number of trails in the reserve will
give us access to both streamside and ridge forest as well as a small lake. Many of the birds here will be shared with
Ranomafana. Specialties include Madagascar Grebe, Madagascar Flufftail (a tiny crake that can hide effectively behind
even the smallest leaf but which we have a good chance of seeing), Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher (elusive), Redbreasted Coua (scarce here), Ward’s Flycatcher (Vanga), Rand’s Warbler, Dark Newtonia, Nuthatch Vanga and the
fabulous Rufous-headed Ground-Roller plus a couple of rare nocturnal species (that we often find in daylight): Collared
Nightjar (vocalization unknown) and Madagascar Long-eared Owl (the largest of the island’s endemic owls). We’ll also
visit the recently opened Mantadia National Park, about a 90 minute drive on a very bad road from Perinet, giving us a
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chance to find the beautiful Scaly and the much more elusive Short-legged ground-rollers, as well as several other species
that are more easily found here than at Perinet itself.
During our visit to Andasibe (Perinet), we’ll also have the chance to watch a variety of lemurs—Brown, Eastern
Mouse, Greater Dwarf, and Gray Bamboo—and there is even a chance for the splendid Diademed Sifaka, now a rare
species due to habitat destruction. However, the Indri, largest of the living lemurs, will be a focus of part of one of our
mornings, usually our finale. Indris are far and away the greatest single attraction for the general visitor to Perinet, and we
have an excellent chance of seeing these magnificent creatures at close range, and you will likely hear them singing just
after dawn from our hotel. Their loud, plaintive wails—surely one of the Earth’s most evocative sounds, like a terrestrial
Humpback Whale—carry for great distances through the forest. Herps both here and at Ranomafana are outstanding, with
beautiful and colorful day geckoes, amazingly camouflaged Uroplatus leaf-tailed geckoes (if we are lucky), chameleons
and skinks.
Seychelles—Scattered far off the eastern coast of Africa, the Seychelles is an archipelago of 155 small islands lying 650
miles northeast of Madagascar in the Indian Ocean. The remoteness of the Seychelles has been a formidable obstacle to
colonization by landbirds. Accordingly, the islands’ avifauna includes only about 120 species, among them a generous
infusion of migrant shorebirds and a number of vagrants that have been recorded only once or twice. The few landbirds
that did manage to get there, however, found relatively open niches and a genetic isolation that promoted the evolution of
unique species. Twelve endemic birds now survive on the Seychelles, and these will be the primary focus of our visit.
Unlike most oceanic islands—which are of volcanic
origin—the central Seychelles consist of ancient granites torn
off from Africa when the African and Indian tectonic plates
pulled apart hundreds of millions of years ago. Granite
batholiths are now eroded into spectacular and at times
fantastic shapes—great cliffs and mountainous domes rising
above lush tropical forests; boulders the size of buildings
tumbled smooth, elephantine into azure seas; caverned
headlands delineating crescent beaches of white coral sand
backed by Coconut Palms. Surely the Seychelles are among
the most beautiful tropical islands in the world. Their great
natural beauty, the comfortable hotels, and the fine birding
make the Seychelles a delightful way to start our tour.
We plan to visit the following Seychelles islands:
Mahé, Praslin, La Digue, and Aride. Mahé, the main island
and seat of the capital, Victoria, is about twenty miles long
and mountainous. Seven of the twelve endemics occur here,
including two of the rarest and most difficult: the Seychelles
Scops-Owl (pronounced extinct in 1958, rediscovered in
1960, and now known from only a handful of localities) and
the Seychelles White-eye (just a few pairs remain on Mahé,
Seychelles Magpie-Robin. Photograph by guide Dave Stejskal.
but with its recent discovery on Conception Island, hope for
the species survives). During our time on Mahé, we’ll check the best current sites for the white-eye and the Seychelles
Kestrel and bird the regenerating montane forest, habitat of the rare Seychelles Scops Owl as well as the Seychelles Blue
Pigeon, Seychelles Swiftlet, Seychelles Bulbul, and Seychelles Sunbird. Time permitting, we’ll work in a visit to the
waterfront in hopes of finding the monotypic Crab Plover and other Old World shorebirds. In the evening—and sometimes
well before sunset—enormous “flying foxes,” the endemic Seychelles Fruit Bat, emerge from forested slopes all over the
island. Of Asian affinities, these big fruit-eating bats represent the descendants of colonists from Indo-Malaysia that never
reached—or successfully colonized—the African continent.
Praslin is the second-largest island of the group and the home of the famous Coco de Mer, an endemic palm that
produces the largest seed in the plant kingdom. We’ll visit the Vallee de Mai, a nature reserve that protects the largest
remaining grove of these remarkable trees, as well as a large part of the remaining population of the Seychelles Black
Parrot (split from the Lesser Vasa Parrot). It is a real treat to walk the trails that wind through this dense and otherworldly
palm forest with the strange, clear whistles of parrots echoing about.
From Praslin we’ll make a short boat trip to La Digue island, only remaining home of what is probably the most
beautiful of the Seychelles endemics, the Seychelles Paradise-Flycatcher. We hope to see a few of the remaining fiftyplus birds.
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Praslin is our base for another short boat trip as well, to the small island of Aride, home to tens of thousands of
nesting terns and to another very localized endemic, the Seychelles Warbler. Approximately 2000 warblers survive on
this hilly, wooded islet, the largest population of any of the islands; and unlike many members of the genus, this species is
bold, conspicuous, and easy to locate. Aride is also our best opportunity to observe the endemic Seychelles Fody (or Toc
Toc) and the critically endangered Seychelles Magpie-Robin. But the real spectacle of Aride—and perhaps of the entire
Seychelles trip—is the concentration of nesting seabirds. Lesser Noddies (abundant), Brown Noddies (a few), and White
Terns (impressive numbers) nest here side-by-side in the trees, and the base of a dead tree stump or an undercut root
along the trail can conceal the nest of a confiding White-tailed Tropicbird. Certain sections of softer ground on the slopes
are riddled with the nesting burrows of Wedge-tailed and Tropical shearwaters, which can often be seen simply by peering
under overhangs and granite ledges. From a high vista point overlooking the sea, we’ll watch the tropicbirds wheel past
and we’ll check for the occasional Bridled Tern and perhaps even a Red-tailed Tropicbird, a few pairs of which nest on the
island. Endemic skinks and geckos abound here as well.
IMPORTANT! Although we plan to visit all of the areas below, a precise itinerary is always difficult to produce far in
advance. Much depends on local flight schedules that fluctuate from year to year and season to season. In Madagascar,
schedules are decidedly elastic and we will undoubtedly encounter changes. We will do our best to duplicate the outline
below but can’t guarantee that the sequence of days and flight times will be the same as what follows.

The distinctive Schlegel’s Asity is a resident of lowland forests of north-western Madagascar. These small birds are not common,
but we will make special effort to find one. Photograph by participant Randy Siebert.

Itinerary for Madagascar
Days 1-2, Sat-Sun, 4-5 Nov. Flight to Paris; evening flight from Paris to Madagascar. Those participants coming
from the US will depart this evening (November 4), arriving in Paris on the morning of Day 2 (November 5) and connect on
to Madagascar’s capital city of Antananarivo (known locally as Tana) this very late this evening, or the following morning.
Day 3, Mon, 6 Nov. Arrival in Madagascar. Upon arrival in Tana you will clear customs and transfer to our hotel, where
we’ll have some time to rest after our long flight. We’ll plan to meet in the hotel lobby at 6:30 p.m. for dinner. Night in
Tana.
Day 4, Tue, 7 Nov. Drive to Mahajunga; Ankarafantsika NP. This morning we’ll drive for some 9 hours on reasonable
roads to the National Park at Ankarafantsika. We should arrive mid-afternoon and will wither have lunch en route, where
we hope to arrive in time for some late afternoon birding. Our lodging is in simple but comfortable double bungalows with
private bathrooms, though singles are limited and will need to share a communal bathroom. Night at Ampijoroa Lodge.

Field Guides Incorporated • 800•728•4953 • fieldguides@fieldguides.com

8

Day 5, Wed, 8 Nov. Ampijoroa Forest Station; return to Mahajunga. The advantage of staying at the Ampijoroa
Lodge will be immediately apparent when we step out of our cabins at dawn, knowing we didn’t need to leave our beds at
3:00 a.m. as we’ve done in the past to get there for the dawn chorus! Being here at dawn is extremely important as this
region is one of the hottest and driest we’ll encounter on the trip. The trails are not particularly difficult—mostly flat and
sandy—but we will do at least a little climbing and the heat can be intense so carrying sufficient water is an absolute
necessity!
The three big targets here—White-breasted Mesite, Schlegel’s Asity, and Van Dam’s Vanga—can all be quite tricky,
so we’ll focus on these birds first, though we’ll certainly see many other species along the way. After birding the
deciduous forest on the plateau, we’ll go to nearby Lake Ravelobe, a good site for Madagascar Fish-Eagle, one of the
world’s rarest raptors, and sometimes Humblot’s Heron and Madagascar Jacana. Our return to Mahajanga will be
somewhat dependent on how we do with the birds, though we’ll try to be back before dark. If time permits, we may make
a few stops in the marshes and rice fields en route to check for Black Herons, Greater Painted-snipe, and the striking
African Pygmy-Goose. Night in Mahajunga.
Day 6, Thu, 9 Nov. Mahajunga and Tana. After a more leisurely breakfast this morning, we’ll take a short boat trip to
the mouth of the Betsiboka River for a chance to see the rare Bernier’s Teal, Humblot’s Heron, and the distinctive
Madagascar race of Sacred Ibis (split by most), though we do need the tide to be falling to have a chance of these rarities.
The exposed mudflats usually have a range of migrant shorebirds (which can include Crab Plover), which will keep us
occupied while we search for the scarcer species listed above. Flight back to Tana late pm or evening.
Day 7, Fri, 10 Nov. Tana; drive to Andasibe (Perinet). This morning we’ll make the long 3-4 hour drive to the Feon’ny
Ala Hotel, our comfortable base near the Andisibe Reserve. We’ll plan to make an initial visit to the nearby Andasibe
Reserve this afternoon. Night at Feon ’Ny Ala (“Song of the Forest”).
Days 8-9, Sat-Sun, 11-12 Nov. Andasibe
(Perinet/Analamazaotra) Special Reserve. We’ll spend
these two days exploring the Andisibe (Perinet) reserve and
nearby areas, including a visit to the new Mantadia National
Park. Trails vary but most of the walking is on fairly flat
terrain with only occasional steeper sections. Condition of the
trails will depend on recent weather; if there has been rain,
rubber boots may be valuable, though typically the trails are in
good, firm condition. Raingear and/or an umbrella should
always be carried. During our time here we will have second
looks at many of the forest birds we saw at Ranomafana, and
undoubtedly we’ll also find some new ones—Andisibe/Perinet
often proves to be the best area for Madagascar Ibis,
Madagascar Flufftail, Collared Nightjar, Nuthatch Vanga, and
with a great deal of luck, Scaly and Short-legged groundrollers. The park is also excellent for lemurs, including the
fabulous Indri, and the herps here include a fascinating
variety of chameleons, leaf-tailed geckoes and lizards, plus
many small and very colorful frogs. Nights at Feon ’Ny Ala.

We will get the chance to see the rare and unusual Aye-aye near
Perinet. Photograph by guide Phil Gregory.

Day 10, Mon, 13 Nov. Perinet; drive about 3-4 hours via
Brickaville to the Pangalanes area. Followed by a onehour boat crossing on the canals to our comfortable waterside
hotel where we shall be ready for the short trip to Aye-aye
island where chances of seeing this legendary creature are
excellent. Overnight at the local waterside hotel.

Day 11, Tue, 14 Nov. Pangalanes to Tana by road. We can explore the area around the hotel early, then take the boat
back to meet up with our bus and head back to Tana, so this is largely a travel day. There may be enough time after en
route back in Tana for a visit to a souvenir shop area, which has some nice artefacts and gifts. Night at the Tamboho
Hotel or maybe the Carlton, Tana.
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Day 12, Wed, 15 Nov. Flight to Fort Dauphin; drive to Berenty Private Reserve. We’ll fly this morning to Fort
Dauphin. After arrival, we’ll hit the road again for the 3-4 hour drive to the famous Berenty Reserve. We should have the
lovely new rooms that were renovated just last year, all are comfortable and perfect for our short stay. We will be taking
walk in the spiny forest after the nocturnal mouse lemurs and sportive-lemurs, Madagascar Nightjar and Torotoroka
Scops-Owl), so you’ll need your small flashlight. Night at Berenty Reserve.
Day 13, Thu, 16 Nov. Berenty Private Reserve. We’ll have the morning to enjoy the fabulous Berenty Reserve,
traveling back to Fort Dauphin in the evening. At Berenty Reserve the trails are flat and comfortable walking shoes are
adequate. Ring-tailed Lemurs and the famous dancing Verreaux’s Sifakas are habituated here, and there will be plenty of
great photographic opportunities, so make sure to have your camera batteries charged before we arrive! Night at Fort
Dauphin.
Day 14, Fri, 17 Nov. Morning flight to Tulear; drive to Ifaty. We’ll fly this morning to Tulear and then head north along
nice new road to the town of Ifaty, which now takes about an hour We’ll plan a few stops for some shorebirding or a
Madagascar Plover if time permits. Our hotel in Ifaty is a fairly simple but comfortable coastal resort. The sunsets are
fabulous and the sound of the lapping waves very relaxing. Night in Ifaty.
Day 15, Sat, 18 Nov. Ifaty. We’ll start early this morning, trying to beat the heat of the day while exploring the nearby
spiny forest—which is sadly being cut and burned but is fortunately still full of wonderful birds! The tracks are soft and
sandy but well worth the effort with Sub-desert Mesite, Long-tailed Ground-Roller, and Lafresnaye’s Vanga being possible
highlights. A full water bottle or two and a hat for sun protection are necessities. We’ll return for a break during the heat
of the day, and there may be an opportunity for a dip in the Mozambique Channel, so bring your swimsuit. This afternoon
we’ll do some birding along the coast or return to the spiny forest, depending on what we still need to see. Night in Ifaty.
Day 16, Sun, 19 Nov. Ifaty to Tulear. We’ll have another morning to look for any of the spiny forest specialties we might
have missed yesterday. Then, we’ll return to our hotel for lunch before heading back down the coast to Tulear; we should
have time to do some shorebirding along the way and hope to make a foray out to the limestone rag forest around La
Table, with a chance for Red-shouldered Vanga and Verreaux’s Coua, two very localized endemics. Night in Tulear.
Day 17, Mon, 20 Nov. Tulear to Ranohira. We’ll have the early morning to bird the coral rag euphorbia scrub around La
Table. This is arid country and our birding will be along dirt roads or tracks, so comfortable footwear will be adequate to
bird this area which is home to two of Madagascar’s most local endemics—Verreaux’s Coua and the recently described
Red-shouldered Vanga. We will then drive to Ranohira in the quite recently established Isalo NP, stopping at the
fascinating Zombitse Forest NP. Here we’ll search for another local endemic—Appert’s Tetraka (Greenbul). In both
places, we’ll be walking on hard-packed sand and over some granite plates, so comfortable footwear should be adequate.
It should be warm throughout, so dress for comfortable travel. Our hotel at Ranohira is a really beautiful architect
designed sandstone building, with the very localized Benson’s Rock Thrush living on the grounds and in what can also be
a good area for Madagascar Partridge and White-throated Rail. Night at Ranohira.
Day 18, Tue, 21 Nov. Isalo NP -Fiananarantsoa- Ranomafana. After a final early morning around the lovely safari-style
lodge in the Isalo National Park, we’ll begin the long drive towards Ranomafana. Watch for Eleonora’s Falcons- long
overdue now, and just maybe Malagasy (Reunion) Harriers, and Madagascar Partridges along the way. We anticipate
arriving at our hotel near the park by late afternoon, depending on road conditions and weather, and may be able to do
some birding as we near the national park. Night in Ranomafana.
Days 19-20, Wed-Thu, 22-23 Nov. Ranomafana NP. We’ll spend two full days and part of a third exploring various trails
in the park, one of the most beautiful rainforest areas in the whole of Madagascar. In addition to many of the more
common forest birds, we’ll be hoping for Brown Mesite, Pitta-like and Rufous-headed ground-rollers, Sunbird Asity, Graycrowned Tetraka (Greenbul), Brown Emu-tail, and Cryptic Warbler. In addition to the birds, we should see a number of
lemurs, including Eastern Mouse, Golden and maybe Greater Bamboo, and Brown Lemur, and perhaps Milne-Edwards
Sifaka. Herps are also outstanding, with a variety of day geckoes, leaf-tailed geckoes, chameleons and lizards. The
terrain here is primarily hill forest between 3000 and 5000 feet, and the park trails climb up and down accordingly—
sometimes rather steeply. Some of the trails can be muddy and slippery if they’re wet, but a couple of areas we’ll visit will
offer at least some flat walking. The condition of the trails will depend on recent weather; if there has been rain, rubber
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boots may be valuable, though typically the trails are in good, firm condition. Raingear and/or an umbrella should always
be carried. Nights in Ranomafana.
Day 21, Fri, 24 Nov. Morning in Ranomafana; drive to Ambositre. After a final early morning in the park, we’ll head
north to Tana, breaking our journey with an overnight at Ambositre. We’ll stop along the way at a highland marsh where
we've had some luck in tracking down both Madagascar Snipe and the beautiful White-throated Rail. We’ll also see a
significant patch of good quality native forest here, which is always worth a look. Night in Ambositre.
Day 22, Sat, 25 Nov. Ambositre to Tana. Today is mainly a travel day, though we’ll plan to make a few stops along the
way. We’ll traverse the denuded hills and paddyfields of the Madagascar countryside and see a few of the more common
widespread endemics as we wind our way northward through the highlands. Night in Tana.
Day 23, Sun, 26 Nov. Departure for home. If you are not taking the Seychelles extension, and you are connecting
through Paris on your return home, you’ll find the flight is currently set to depart from Tana for Paris very early in the
morning (Air France flight 935 currently leaves for Paris-Charles De Gaulle at 1:50am on November 26; subject to
change). Airport transfers will be provided for all flights leaving on November 26, including the 150am flight. Bon voyage!
Day 24, Mon, 27 Nov. Arrival in US.

Itinerary for Seychelles Post-trip Extension
Day 1, Sun, 26 Nov. Tana to Seychelles. Those participants continuing on to the Seychelles extension will depart for
Mahé this afternoon, arriving just before dinner. Night in Mahé.
Day 2, Mon, 27 Nov. Mahé. We will have the full day today to bird the island of Mahé at leisure, searching for the
endemic species that can be found here including Seychelles Kestrel, Seychelles Blue Pigeon, Seychelles Swiftlet,
Seychelles Bulbul, and Seychelles Sunbird. In addition to seeing the endemics on Mahé, we plan to bird the waterfront for
shorebirds and waders, hopefully including the unique Crab Plover and Terek Sandpipers, with always a chance of a
vagrant as well. We also anticipate having some time off—some of which could be used for swimming or just relaxing.
Late this afternoon we’ll join a local guide, who will help us search for the two most difficult endemics on Mahé: the
Seychelles White-eye and Seychelles Scops Owl. Night on Mahé.
Day 3, Tue, 28 Nov. Morning birding on Mahé; to
Praslin. We’ll have a last chance this morning to
catch up with any endemics we may have missed or
to have another scan of the shoreline and various
mudflats. In the late afternoon we’ll travel by
catamaran to the island of Praslin with a good
possibility for some seabirds en route. Night on
Praslin.
Day 4, Wed, 29 Nov. Aride. Today, we’ll board a
boat on the north side of Praslin and cruise 10 km
north to the hilly island of Aride, a major seabird
nesting island and a sanctuary protecting the
Seychelles Warbler, Seychelles Fody, and
Seychelles Magpie-Robin. Nesting seabirds here
include the world’s largest colony of Lesser Noddies
The Lesser Noddy breeds on islands in the Indian Ocean; the Seychelles is
plus White Terns, Wedge-tailed and Audubon’s
the center of one of the larger areas where the species is found.
shearwaters, and a few pairs of Red-tailed
Photograph by guide Jay Vandergaast.
Tropicbirds, as well as a huge roost of Great and
Lesser frigatebirds. The landing here will be a wet landing on a sandy beach. Shorts or light, roll-up slacks would be
good and you may also want to bring a towel to dry your feet, re-shoe, and walk around the island. Night on Praline
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Day 5, Thu, 30 Nov. To La Digue; to Mahé. Today, we’ll take the short ferry ride to the nearby island of La Digue, one
of the last strongholds of the gorgeous Seychelles Paradise-Flycatcher. We’ll visit a reserve where several of these rare
birds continue to hang on before returning by ferry to Praslin for a good buffet lunch in one of the local hotels. After lunch
we’ll detour up to the beautiful Vallée du Mai, home of the huge, strange Coco de Mer palms, as well as the Seychelles
Black Parrot, for a short visit before returning to the hotel to pack up for our afternoon flight to Mahé. Night in Mahé.
Day 6, Fri, 01 Dec. To Paris and connections home. Flight departs today for Paris, with connections on to your home
city. Bon voyage!
Day 7, Sat, 02 Dec. Arrival in the US.

About Your Guides
Phil Gregory was born in Southampton, UK, and became a birder as a youth
when the steam engines were scrapped and birding offered a way to travel and
“Phil Gregory was outstanding,
look for wonderful things. The quest for birds has led to many forays in Europe,
not only acoustically and visually,
Africa, Asia, Australasia, and the Pacific. He and his wife, Sue, worked as
but also when it came to logistics
teachers for eight years in Nigeria and Zambia, where they raised their family and
and relating to individual tour
made serious inroads into the birds of Africa before transferring to the Falkland
participants and taking care of
Islands for a two-year stint. From 1991-97 they lived in Papua New Guinea
their special needs.” D.S.,
where the 400-plus endemics proved a great challenge, and since then they have
Madagascar, Mauritius & Reunion
lived in the Northern Territory and far north Queensland, Australia.
Phil's major interests are field identification, vocalizations, and the
geographic distribution of birds. He is also a writer with assorted contributions to many reference books including doing
some family accounts for the Handbook of Birds of the World. He is currently working on a Birds-of-paradise and
Bowerbirds title in the Pica/Helm series and a newly published Field Guide to the Birds of New Guinea for Lynx Edicions.
He has also published and now maintains three on-line checklists, one for the Birds of Australia and Island Territories, one
for the Solomon Islands and the other for New Guinea and Associated Islands. He is also involved in guide development
and training and tourism promotion in the Solomon Islands.
Phil and Sue run the well-known Cassowary House, a birding and nature lodge situated in a great birding spot in
the rainforest at Kuranda, near Cairns in the far north of Queensland.
Doug Gochfeld made the jump from a love of trains, planes, and automobiles typical of many 7-year-olds to an avid
interest in birds after a close encounter with a Steller's Jay in the Pacific Northwest. This filled his early formative years
with scouring the urban landscape of New York City for birds with his father. After a teenage break from all things avian,
he returned to it with a vengeance, and he hasn't looked back.
His first birding job was as a migration counter at the legendary Cape May Bird Observatory, where his love of and
interest in the dynamics of migration (of anything with wings, insects included!) was cemented. From 2006 to 2016, he
worked with birds from New Hampshire to Arizona, and from Suriname to Israel. He has also spent a substantial amount
of time guiding in Alaska, the bulk of which was spent on St. Paul Island in the Pribilofs.
Doug's strongest interests in birding are migration, vagrancy, and overall patterns of distribution. Shorebirds and
seabirds (and any other long-distance migrants, really) hold a special place in his heart, and he has done intensive work
studying the breeding and wintering ecology of Hudsonian Godwits in Alaska and Semipalmated Sandpipers in Suriname
and Brazil.
In addition to being on the New York State Avian Records Committee,
Doug is fantastic. His motto is "never
Doug is passionate about spreading the gospel of birding and the outdoors,
stop birding" and he doesn't! Doug is
and to this end he participates in youth and urban birding initiatives and has
a gem and we are lucky to have him!
guided at birding festivals across the country. His writing and photographs
P. P. Vietnam.
have been published in a myriad of venues.
Doug has co-led Field Guides groups to Alaska, Trinidad, Panama, Cape
May, Arizona, and Newfoundland/Nova Scotia and has a busy and wide-ranging schedule coming up for late 2016 and all
of 2017--from the US, Puerto Rico, and Mexico to New Guinea, Southeast Asia, and Madagascar.
Visit http://fieldguides.com/guides for complete tour schedules for Phil and Doug; just click on their photos.
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Financial Information
FEE: $9775 from Tana (includes the flights within Madagascar)
FEE FOR EXTENSION: $2950
DEPOSIT: $1000 per person
FINAL PAYMENT DUE: July 7, 2017
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT (Optional): $975 for main tour (single rooms are limited at Ampijoroa Lodge); $585 for
Seychelles Extension (single rooms are limited; possible shared bathroom facilities depending on the number of singles)
LIMIT: 10

Other Things You Need to Know
TOUR MANAGER: The manager for this tour is Sharon Mackie. Sharon will be happy to assist you in preparing for the
tour. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call her!
ACCOMMODATIONS: While Madagascar is definitely "off the beaten track," its accommodations have improved
enormously over the past few years. Though some accommodations are typical of third-world countries without an
overwhelming amount of tourism, overall our lodgings are surprisingly good, particularly given the remoteness of some of
the birding areas. In at least one location (Berenty), the generator that runs the electrical system may be shut off at night,
meaning that fans and outlets won’t work between 10:00 p.m. and 4:00 a.m. (Conditions can change from year to year,
but in 2011 this was the only location without a 24-hour electricity supply and in 2013 it was on all night.) Also, at
Ampijoroa Lodge singles are limited so some folks may need to double up, and anyone in the research section with the
guides will need to share bathroom facilities.
For those situations where netting isn’t provided (Ambositre and Tana only in 2014), you might want a portable,
self-supporting mosquito-net sleeping tent which you can erect over your bed in order to sleep free of mosquito
worries; alternatively, buy some insect spray in the local towns. Mosquitoes were very little in evidence in 2013 and
2014, a wet year too. If you’re a light sleeper, you may also want to bring along earplugs.
Seychelles is a popular tropical vacation destination for Europeans, so accommodations there are quite good.
DOCUMENTS: A current passport valid six months beyond the date of your return is necessary for US citizens to enter
both countries. The passports of all travelers entering Madagascar and Seychelles must contain at least one clean
(unstamped) visa page at each time entry is sought. Amendment and endorsement pages cannot be used in lieu of visa
pages. US citizens must obtain a tourist visa for Madagascar and Seychelles and application should be made well in
advance, though it is possible to pay US$30 (2016 price) and get one on arrival in Madagascar. We will provide you with
the necessary visa application form. At this time, no vaccinations are required—unless you are arriving from a yellow
fever-infected area elsewhere.
If you are not a US citizen, please check with the consulates nearest you for entry requirements. Information about
consulates and entry requirements is generally available online or you can contact us and we will be happy to look this up
for you. Passports should have an adequate number of blank pages for the entire journey. Some countries require a
blank page for their stamp and as a precaution it is best to have one blank page per country you will visit or transit.
AIR ARRANGEMENTS: Field Guides is a full service travel agency and your tour manager will be happy to assist you
with flights to join this tour. Field Guides does not charge a service fee for these services to clients booking a tour.
However, we understand that tech-savvy clients often prefer to shop online or that you may wish to use mileage to
purchase tickets. Regardless of which method you choose, your tour manager will be happy to provide assistance
regarding ticket prices and schedules, along with rental cars and extra hotel nights as needed. Immigration may want
proof of your departure from Madagascar and Seychelles, so please be sure that you have your ticket or a copy ready to
show them.
Please be sure to check with your tour manager prior to purchasing your ticket to make sure the flights you have
chosen will work well with the tour itinerary and that the tour is sufficiently subscribed to operate. Once purchased, most
airline tickets are non-refundable and carry a penalty to change. Field Guides cannot be responsible for these fees.
Also, once the tour is set to operate it is imperative that we receive a copy of your comprehensive flight
itinerary—including any and all flights not covered in the tour fee—so that we may track you in the event of
missed connections, delays, or other mishaps.
Field Guides Incorporated • 800•728•4953 • fieldguides@fieldguides.com
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LUGGAGE: Please be aware that many airlines have recently modified their luggage policies and are charging additional
fees for checked bags. Updates could easily occur before your departure, so you may wish to contact your airline to verify
the policy. Additional charges for bags on any flights, whether these are covered by the tour fee or not, will be the client’s
responsibility.
TOUR INCLUSIONS/EXCLUSIONS: The tour fee is $9775 for one person in double occupancy from Antananarivo,
Madagascar. It includes all lodging from Day 3 through Day 23, all meals from dinner on Day 3 through breakfast on Day
23, the flights within Madagascar, all ground transportation, boat trips, entrance fees, tips for baggage handling, plenty of
drinking water, and meal service, and the guide services of the tour leader(s).
The above fee does not include your airfare to and from Madagascar, airport taxes, visa fees, any checked or carry-on
baggage charges imposed by the airlines, any alcoholic beverages, optional tips to local drivers, phone calls, laundry, or
other items of a personal nature.
The single supplement for the main tour is $975. If you do not have a roommate but wish to share, we will try to pair
you with a roommate from the tour; but if none is available, you will be billed for the single supplement. Our tour fees are
based on double occupancy; one-half the cost of a double room is priced into the tour fee. The single supplement is
calculated by taking the actual cost of a single room and subtracting one-half the cost of a double room (plus any
applicable taxes).
The fee for the Seychelles Extension is $2950 for one person in double occupancy. It includes all lodging from Day
1 through Day 6, all meals from lunch on Day 1 through breakfast on Day 6, boat trips, all ground transportation, entrance
fees, tips for baggage handling, plenty of water and meal service, and the guide services of the tour leader(s).
The above fee for the Seychelles Extension does not include your airfare to and from Mahé, the internal flight from
Praslin to Mahé, airport taxes, visa fees, any checked or carry-on baggage charges imposed by the airlines, any alcoholic
beverages, optional tips, phone calls, laundry, or other items of a personal nature.
The single supplement for the extension is $585.
TOUR REGISTRATION: To register for this tour, complete the Registration/Release and Indemnity form and return it with
a deposit of $1000 per person. If registering by phone, a deposit must be received within fourteen days, or the space will
be released. Full payment of the tour fee is due 120 days prior to departure, or by July 7, 2017. We will bill you for
the final payment at either 120 days or when the tour has reached sufficient subscription to operate, whichever
date comes later. Since the cost of your trip insurance and airline tickets is generally non-refundable, please do not
finalize these purchases until you have received final billing for the tour or have been advised that the tour is sufficiently
subscribed to operate by your tour manager.
SMOKING: Almost all of our clients prefer a smoke-free environment. If you smoke, please be sensitive to the group and
refrain from smoking at meals, in vehicles, and in proximity to the group on trails and elsewhere.
CANCELLATION POLICY: Refund of deposit and payment, less $100 handling fee, will be made if cancellation is
received up to 120 days before departure. If cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days before the departure date,
50% of the tour fee is refundable. Thereafter, all deposits and payments are not refundable.
This policy only applies to payments made to Field Guides for tour (and any services included in those fees). Airline
tickets not included in the tour fee and purchased separately often carry penalties for cancellation or change, or are
sometimes totally non-refundable. Additionally, if you take out trip insurance the cost of the insurance is not refundable so
it is best to purchase the policy just prior to making full payment for the tour or at the time you purchase airline tickets,
depending upon the airlines restrictions.
The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to departure, in which case full refund will constitute full settlement to the
passenger. The right is reserved to substitute another guide for the original one. Where this is necessary, notification will
be given to tour members, and they will have the right to cancel their participation and receive a full refund.
TRIP CANCELLATION & MEDICAL EMERGENCY INSURANCE: We strongly recommend you consider purchasing trip
cancellation (including medical emergency) insurance to cover your investment in case of injury or illness to you or your
family prior to or during a trip. Because we must remit early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers, we cannot
offer any refund when cancellation occurs within 70 days of departure, and only a partial refund from 70 to 119 days prior
to departure (see CANCELLATION POLICY). In addition, the Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult
with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and if it will
cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation. US medical insurance plans seldom cover health costs
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incurred outside the United States unless supplemental coverage is purchased. Furthermore, US Medicare and Medicaid
programs do not provide payment for medical services outside the United States.
When making a decision regarding health insurance, Americans should consider that many foreign doctors and
hospitals require payment in cash prior to providing service and that a medical evacuation to the United States may cost
well in excess of $50,000. Uninsured travelers who require medical care overseas often face extreme difficulties. When
consulting with your insurer prior to your trip, please ascertain whether payment will be made to the overseas healthcare
provider or whether you will be reimbursed later for expenses that you incur.
US citizens will receive from us a brochure regarding optional tour cancellation/emergency medical insurance. Our
agent, CSA, will insure for trip cancellation and interruption, medical coverage, travel delay, baggage loss and delay, 24hour accident protection, and emergency medical transportation. If you purchase the insurance when making final
payment for the tour, and cover all non-refundable parts of the trip (including any non-refundable flights), pre-existing
conditions are covered. The CSA brochure includes a contact number; you may also purchase your CSA policy on-line by
visiting our website at www.fieldguides.com/travelinsurance.htm and clicking the link to CSA. Please note, once the
insurance is purchased it is non-refundable, so please check with your tour manager prior to making the purchase to
assure the tour will operate as scheduled. Citizens of other countries are urged to consult their insurance broker.
RESPONSIBILITY: For and in consideration of the opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour participant and each
parent or legal guardian of a tour participant who is under 18 agrees to release, indemnify, and hold harmless Field
Guides Incorporated, its agents, servants, employees, shareholders, officers, directors, attorneys, and contractors as
more fully set forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement on the reverse side of the registration form. Field Guides
Incorporated acts only as an agent for the passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, motorcar, motorcoach, boat,
airplane, or other means, and assumes no liability for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity caused by
defect in such vehicles or for any reason whatsoever, including the acts, defaults, or bankruptcies of any company or
person engaged in conveying the passenger or in carrying out the arrangements of the tour. Field Guides Incorporated
accepts no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness,
weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other causes. The tour participant shall bear all such losses and expenses. Field
Guides Incorporated reserves the right to substitute hotels of similar category for those indicated and to make any
changes in the itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by changes in air schedules. Field Guides Incorporated
reserves the right to decline to accept or to retain any person as a member of any tour. Baggage is at owner’s risk
entirely.
Participants should be in good health and should consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you have questions
about the physical requirements of a tour, please contact our office for further information. Participants should prepare for
the tour by reading the detailed itinerary, the information bulletin, and other pertinent matter provided by Field Guides.
Each participant is responsible for bringing appropriate clothing and equipment as recommended in our bulletins.
THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE CONDITIONS.
EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND EACH PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER
18 SHALL SIGN AND DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION.
12/16PG
3/17peg
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