Trip Report — Machu Picchu & Abra Malaga,
Peru (Maine Audubon Private tour) 2024

November 13-22, 2024 with Jesse Fagan & Doug Hitchcox

A great trip to one of my favorite destinations, Peru. Thanks to everyone for coming along.

| was excited to lead this tour for the Maine Audubon group. | had already guided two
previous tours for you all (to Costa Rica and Guatemala) and enjoyed the experience a

lot. | am super glad we pulled this one off in a bit of short notice. It was a fun group, and it
meant so much to me to show you my adopted country.

The tour started in Lima, the capital of Peru and | will admit, not the most beautiful city in
the world. However, what it lacks in color it makes up for in coastal birding and food. Most
of you took advantage of a few extra days pre- or post-tour to experience this. Peruvian
Pelicans and ceviche were on the menu here. As a group, we quickly boarded our flight to
Cusco the next morning and landed at 11,220 feet (Cusco is one of the highest cities in the
world). Outside the small airport we met our local guide, Raziel or “Ra,” and headed to our
first birding spot, Huacarpay Lake. Historically speaking, the entire Cusco Valley would
have been a large highland marsh. Very little of this remains now, but you can still see the



vestiges of it at Huacarpay. We birded around the lake for a couple of hours, ringed with
native cattails and marshes, and enjoyed the blue skies and striking mountains dotted with
ancient Incaruins. Our first new birds here were soaring Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle,
Yellow-winged Blackbirds, Plumbeous Rail, and the endemic, Rusty-fronted

Canastero. We were just setting up our picnic lunch when a Bearded Mountaineer made a
brief visit to the yellow-flowering tobacco plant! We left Huacarpay after midday and
continued along the Urubamba River for several hours, eventually dropping into the Sacred
Valley and the cliff faces rose up along beside us. It’s a beautiful valley linked along the
road by several small towns like Pisac and Urubamba (same name as the river), where
local street vendors sell cuy al palo (guinea pig on a stick), chicha (traditional corn beer),
and chicharones (large pieces of fried pork skin). We made a couple of birding stops,
picking up White-winged Cincloides and a pair of Torrent Ducks, before arriving to our
pleasant hotel in the village of Ollantaytambo. Ollantaytambo is the jumping off point for
visits to Machu Picchu. We spent the remaining late afternoon birding the lovely grounds
of the hotel where a Bearded Mountaineer guarded over its hot poker flowers, and a
Peruvian Pygmy-Owl tooted from the tall eucalyptus trees. A great end to a first full day in
Peru.

One of several Peruvian endemics seen on the tour. However, the Bearded Mountaineer is one of the more striking
ones in plumage and name. Photo by guide Doug Hitchcox.



Early the next morning we boarded the train for Aguas Calientes. This is a very scenic trip
that takes you further down the Urubamba River, dropping several thousand feet, and
counting Torrent Ducks and dippers along the way. Once we arrived, we wasted little time
to board a bus and head up to the ruins. Machu Picchu is one of the most spectacular
man-made historical sites in the world. Situated at nearly 9,000 feet, itis surrounded by
the jagged peaks of the Andes, and this year it was draped in cloud-cover and fog, which
evaporated and reappeared at different times. The whole experience was quite

dynamic. We had an informative tour of the ruins, spending most of the morning listening
to Ra’s explanation of the site, examining the impressive stonework, and taking lots of
photos. We didn’t do much birding up there, but a rare Cliff Swallow was a nice surprise.
We lunched at the top before heading down to our very comfortable hotel, Inkaterra. The
next day we were out pre-dawn with our packed picnic lunch for the Mandor Valley. We
stopped along the Urubamba River for Torrent Ducks, dippers, flocks of Mitred Parakeets,
and a pair of Fasciated Tiger-Herons. From the river, we detoured along the train tracks
and began our several mile hike along the Mandor Valley. The cliffs once again rose up
steeply on both sides and we could just barely make out Machu Picchu at the top. The
birding here was excellent. We had flocks and flocks with new birds and funny names like
Capped Conebill, Oleaginous Hemispingus, and Versicolored Barbet. We spent all day
here and returned to our hotel totally exhausted, but content on a satisfying day of
birding. Pisco sours all-around!



One of the highlights of the tour was a visit to Machu Picchu, high on the bucket list of most people.
Photo by guide Jesse Fagan.

After two nights in Aguas Calientes, we reluctantly headed back to Ollantaytambo and the
second half of our adventure: Abra Malaga. We spent three days exploring the pass called
Abra Malaga. The first day we focused on the drier west slope, where the habitat is mostly
scrubby forest on the lower portions and paramo bunch grass at higher elevations. There
are a bunch of specialists including endemics here, and we saw many, like White-tufted
Sunbeam, Chestnut-breasted Mountain-Finch, Cream-winged Cincloides, and Creamy-
crested Spinetail, one of my favorites. We also got to visit with Maxima, who has been
living in this part of the Andes all her life. In the last few years, with the help of her family
and dogs (don’t forget about Winchester), they have built a small trout farm and
restaurant, and it was fun visiting with her and enjoying her warm potatoes. The second
full day we crossed over the pass and descended towards Quillabamba, onto the humid
east slope, where the habitat is montane forest. We had a good morning with at least one
large mixed-species flock which had us sorting through a bunch of birds: White-throated
and White-banded tyrannulets, Marcapata Spinetail, Plushcap, and Parodi’s Hemispingus,
among others. The weather was not in our favor today, but we made the most of it. Finally,
on our last day we pushed towards 15,000 feet, visiting a small patch of Polylepis forest.



The morning again started off clear, but conditions began to deteriorate as we climbed

up. We took our time, breathing deeply, making small gains before resting again. Despite
the fog and spitting rain, the view was spectacular at the ridge as the valley dropped off
way below us and the Andes climbed again sharply on the far side, and Cerro Veronica, at
least most of her, coming in and out of view. The only sound was the distant wind through
the valley. As we made our way back, we had a flurry of bird activity picking up White-
browed Tit-Spinetail and Junin Canestero, both endemic to Peru. As we all reconvened for
hot chocolate and coffee in the small café at the pass, we smiled and laughed, taking a
bunch of selfies and group photos, while remembering a week that flew by all too quickly.

Some of the lovely scenery on the dry west slope of Abra Malaga.

Our final morning in Cusco, we spent visiting the capital of the Inca empire. We
started with a tour of the Qorikancha, the Incan Temple of the Sun, and continued
across the bustling Plaza de Armas ending with a visit to an alpaca textile shop. It was
a fun morning and a nice way to cap off the tour. Thanks again to the Maine Audubon
Society, Doug Hitchcox, and this fabulous group for another trip with Field Guides. We
really appreciate your support, and | look forward to the next one. All the bestin 2025
and beyond. Good birding.



CRITTER LIST:

Brazilian Guinea Pig (Cavia aperea) = At least one was seen in the marsh at Huacarpay
Lake. Another was on Doug’s dinner plate.

Neotropical Otter (Lontra longicaudis) = We saw one briefly surfacing in the Urubamba
River.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link:

https://ebird.org/tripreport/316714

Jesse Fagan (aka Motmot) from Quito, Ecuador
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Hooded Tinamou Nothocercus nigrocapillus
Andean Goose Oressochen melanopterus
Torrent Duck Merganetta armata

Puna Teal Spatulapuna

Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera
Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica
Yellow-billed Teal Anas flavirostris
Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea

Andean Guan Penelope montagnii

Rock Pigeon Columba livia *
Spot-winged Pigeon Patagioenas maculosa
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
White-throated Quail-Dove Zentrygon frenata
Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata
White-tipped Swift Aeronautes montivagus

Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans

Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys

Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii
Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae
Blue-mantled Thornbill Chalcostigma stanleyi

Bearded Mountaineer Oreonympha nobilis

https://ebird.org/tripreport/316714
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Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina

Scaled Metaltail Metallura aeneocauda
Sapphire-vented Puffleg Eriocnemis luciani

Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis
White-tufted Sunbeam Aglaeactis castelnaudii
Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena

Gould's Inca Coeligenainca

Violet-throated Starfrontlet Coeligena violifer
Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera

Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus
Chestnut-breasted Coronet Boissonneaua matthewsii
Rufous-booted Racket-tail Ocreatus addae

Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas

White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant
White-bellied Hummingbird Elliotomyia chionogaster
Green-and-white Hummingbird Elliotomyia viridicauda
Plumbeous Rail Pardirallus sanguinolentus

Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata

Slate-colored Coot Fulica ardesiaca

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus

Andean Lapwing Vanellus resplendens

Collared Plover Anarhynchus collaris

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
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180 Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus il 5
30 Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis il
5 White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland M3
12 Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis il
36 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum s LI
25 Punalbis Plegadis ridgwayi n3
3 Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum Ml
2 Snowy Egret Egretta thula (1l
1 Western Cattle-Egret Ardeaibis (1l

1 Great Egret Ardeaalba Ml
2 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus (1l

1 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris il
2 Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma a2
5 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus M2 @2
3 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus w2
2 Peruvian Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium peruanum =?Nl Al
3 Andean Motmot Momotus aequatorialis a2

1 Black-streaked Puffbird Malacoptila fulvogularis LA IR
12 Versicolored Barbet Eubucco versicolor B3 w1
2 Ocellated Piculet Picumnus dorbignyanus M1l
4 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus Ca IR
2 Andean Flicker Colaptes rupicola a2
4 Mountain Caracara Daptrius megalopterus a2
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3 American Kestrel Falco sparverius a3
1 Speckle-faced Parrot Pionus tumultuosus (1l
157 Mitred Parakeet Psittacara mitratus ®N1 |3
8 Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens M2 il
2 Undulated Antpitta Grallaria squamigera il
1 Stripe-headed Antpitta Grallaria andicolus il
5 Urubamba Antpitta Grallaria occabambae (1l
1 PunaTapaculo Scytalopus simonsi il
3 Diademed Tapaculo Scytalopus schulenbergi (1l
1 Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger il
3 Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans 02
2 Wren-like Rushbird Phleocryptes melanops PNl
17 Cream-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes albiventris i3
2 White-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes atacamensis M2
4 Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger il
2 White-browed Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura xenothorax il
1 Line-fronted Canastero Asthenes urubambensis il
3 Junin Canastero Asthenes virgata (1l
2 Streak-throated Canastero Asthenes humilis W2
1 Puna Thistletail Asthenes helleri Wi
4 Rusty-fronted Canastero Asthenes ottonis ] |2
3 Marcapata Spinetail Cranioleuca marcapatae (1l
5 Creamy-crested Spinetail Cranioleuca albicapilla 2
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Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata
Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae

Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus
Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus
Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor
Many-colored Rush Tyrant Tachuris rubrigastra
Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis
Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet Phylloscartes ventralis
Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
Yellow-olive Flatbill TolImomyias sulphurescens
Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus
White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus stictopterus
White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys
Ash-breasted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes alpinus

Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes parulus
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster
White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps

Sierran Elaenia Elaenia pallatangae

Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea

Sclater's Tyrannulet Phyllomyias sclateri
Ashy-headed Tyrannulet Tyranniscus cinereiceps
Tawny-rumped Tyrannulet Tyranniscus uropygialis

Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus
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Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens

Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum

Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans

Little Ground-Tyrant Syrtidicola fluviatilis
Rufous-naped Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola rufivertex
Crowned Chat-Tyrant Silvicultrix frontalis
Rufous-breasted Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca rufipectoralis
d'Orbigny's Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca oenanthoides
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis
Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes chrysocephalus
Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys

Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi

Green Jay Cyanocoraxyncas

Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca
Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota

Gray-mantled Wren Odontorchilus branickii

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus

Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis
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Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis

Inca Wren Pheugopedius eisenmanni

Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys

White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus
Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides
Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus
White-eared Solitaire Entomodestes leucotis
Pale-eyed Thrush Turdus leucops

Great Thrush Turdus fuscater

Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco

Paramo Pipit Anthus bogotensis

Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea
Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris
Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster
Hooded Siskin Spinus magellanicus

Olivaceous Siskin Spinus olivaceus

Black Siskin Spinus atratus

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis
Dusky-green Oropendola Psarocolius atrovirens
Yellow-winged Blackbird Agelasticus thilius
Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi
Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca

Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus
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1 Pale-legged Warbler Myiothlypis signata il
15 Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata LA IR
1 Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis il
31 Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus a2
20 Spectacled Redstart Myioborus melanocephalus M2
3 Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava 02
3 Black-backed Grosbeak Pheucticus aureoventris ®|1 a3
3 Parodi's Hemispingus Kleinothraupis parodii (1l
4 Oleaginous Hemispingus Sphenopsis frontalis LA IR
2 White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus n2
15 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo LA
2 Blue-capped Tanager Sporathraupis cyanocephala a2
1 Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris il
9 Blue-and-yellow Tanager Rauenia bonariensis w4
47 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus n3
19 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum i3
6 Golden-naped Tanager Chalcothraupis ruficervix Ml
7 Silvery Tanager Stilpnia viridicollis 02
12 Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis a2
4 Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis =?Nl Al
12 Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala M2 @3
1 Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana [l
2 White-browed Conebill Conirostrum ferrugineiventre il
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20 Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons BNl
10 Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum [ 1)
4 Black-throated Flowerpiercer Diglossa brunneiventris i3

1 Rusty Flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides Wi

3 Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea a2

1 Plushcap Catamblyrhynchus diadema il
8 Peruvian Sierra Finch Phrygilus punensis i3
5 Tit-like Dacnis Xenodacnis parina 02
5 Glacier Finch Idiopsar speculifer il
14 Plumbeous Sierra Finch Geospizopsis unicolor i3
11 Ash-breasted Sierra Finch Geospizopsis plebejus 4
1 Chestnut-breasted Mountain Finch Poospizopsis caesar il

1 Greenish Yellow-Finch Sicalis olivascens il
26 Band-tailed Seedeater Catamenia analis L [l
14 Plain-colored Seedeater Catameniainornata W3
2 Paramo Seedeater Catamenia homochroa il
2 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola (1l
10 Dull-colored Grassquit Asemospiza obscura (1l
1 Buff-throated Saltator Saitator maximus il
4 Golden-billed Saltator Saltator aurantiirostris M3

ADDITIONAL TAXA

4 Black-tailed/Green-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae/nuna ®1 a2
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