
 
 

Trip Report — RAINFOREST & SAVANNA: 
Alta Floresta & the Northern Pantanal, 
Brazil 2026 
 
June 10-25, 2026 with Marcelo Barreiros & Sebastião (CJL guide 
and boat pilot) 

Group shot in front of the majestic Brazil Nut tree. Photo taken by the local guide with 
participant Nancy Hoffman's phone. 
 
This is, in my opinion, a Top 3 tour in Brazil, going through three habitats and 
fantastic birding spots. It's been tough to plan the tour due to the flight 
schedule between Cuiabá and Alta Floresta and we had to use the Sinop 
airport instead, which is 4 h away by car from Alta Floresta. After this 
transfer day, we spent 5 great days exploring the fantastic forest around the 



lodge, including the two canopy towers where we did very well seeing, 
White-browed Purpletuft, Strong-billed Woodcreeper, White-bellied Parrot, 
the gorgeous Black-girdled Barbet, our best view in many years of Crimson-
bellied Parakeet, and a pair of Black-faced Dacnis feeding on the fruiting tree 
by Tower I. During a couple of hours on top of Tower II, we were able to see 
all the Ramphastidae (toucans) species, including the most wanted ones like 
Curl-crested Aracari and Gould's Toucanet. Along the rivers and the flooded 
forest trails, we also did very well, going all the way upstream to the 
Hoatzin, Band-tailed Antbird, Long-billed Woodcreeper, American Pygmy 
Kingfisher, nice looks at Flame-crowned Manakin, Amazonian-streaked 
Antwren, Bronzy Jacamar, the rare Razor-billed Curassow and the fantastic 
Amazonian Umbrellabird seen along the Ariostro Island. 

The Fiery-tailed Awlbill, taken by participant Nancy Hoffman. 
 
The lodge has many miles of trails to have fun, and we did it, doing the loop 
trails through the different habitats, mainly on Terra-Firme, where we spent 
most of our time looking for understory mixed-species flocks and birds like 



White-eyed Stipplethroat, Para Greenlet (recent split from Tawny-crowned 
Greenlet), Gray and Long-winged antwrens, Spix's Woodcreeper and the 
leaders, Cinereous and Saturnine antshrikes. We also got lucky to get some 
hard species around the lodge this year, like Scaly-breasted Wren, Black-
faced Antbird, Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaner, Striated Antbird, Collared 
Puffbird and a bird we have not seen on the tour in many years, the gorgeous 
Pavonine Quetzal. Going up to explore the dry forest along the "Serra trail," 
we had one of the greatest mornings on the tour, enjoying the fruiting and 
blooming trees by the outlook spot where we saw many beautiful tanagers, 
like Paradise, Blue-necked, Masked and Opal-rumped, the shy Eastern 
Striolated Puffbird, Natterer's Slaty Antshrike, Southern White-fringed 
Antwren, Spotted Puffbird and the rarest hummers on the tour, Fiery-tailed 
Alwbill and a female Black-bellied Thorntail.  

Another fantastic birding experience while in Cristalino is to visit the bathing 
stations, which are very well maintained by the local guides. The best way to 
spend the afternoons is to sit down and wait for the birds coming to bathe 
when the light is going down. That's the best chance to see some hard ones 
like the endemic Bare-eyed Antbird, Black-spotted Bare-eye, Black-breasted 
Gnateater (split from Chestnut-belted), both Spot-backed and Dot-backed 
antbirds, the gorgeous Rose-breasted Chat, some manakins like Snow-
capped, White-crowned, and Fiery-capped, and the rarely seen Dusky-
cheeked Foliage-gleaner. 

This time we went to Chapada dos Guiamarães right after Cristalino and we 
did very well, visiting the great Jamacá das Araras where some friends are 
feeding nice birds like Amazonian Motmot, THREE SPECIES OF TINAMOUS 
SEEN: Little, Undulated and Tataupa tinamous, Red-and-green and Red-
shouldered macaws, and Large-billed Antwren. We also had a chance to bird 
along the dirt roads around Chadapa, with nice Cerrado habitat and more 
great birds such as White-rumped Tanager, both Chapada and Suiriri 
flycatchers, Black-throated Saltator, Band-rumped Tanager, Western Fire-
eye, Saffron-billed Sparrow, Brown Jacamar and a nice male Dot-eared 
Coquette. 



The gorgeous Hyacinth Macaw at its nest entrance. Photo by participant Nancy Hoffman. 
 
Then it was time to enjoy the majestic Northern Pantanal, one of the greatest 
places in the world to see wildlife, and the best one to see the third-largest 
cat in the world, the Jaguar, as we did. Still, we also had some birds to see 
along the way, starting at the Piuval lodge, right at the beginning of the 
Transpantaneira road, where we had a great time seeing Great-rufous 
Woodcreeper, the Pantanal specialty Mato Grosso Antbird, a gorgeous male 
Scarlet-headed Blackbird, Red-billed Scythebill, a nice Flavescent Warbler, 
Yellow-collared Macaw, our first pair of Hyacinth Macaws, the regular Red-
legged Seriema family who lives near the rooms, and many water birds like 
Jabiru, Woodstork and hundreds of egrets. We also had a great time on a 
boat trip along the Cuiabá River and its tributaries, where we saw not only 
Jaguars, but also White-throated Piping-guan, Boat-billed Heron, Sunbittern, 
and a nice group of Giant River Otters. Speaking of mammals, we were lucky 
to get both White-lipped and White-collared peccaries, Marsh Deer, Crab-
eating Fox, White-whiskered Spider Monkey, Silvered Marmoset and a group 
of South American Coati. Our final full day was cold and windy in the 



Pantanal, driving back towards Cuiabá, with nice birding stops to see the 
Subtropical Doradito, Rusty-collared and Tawny-bellied seedeaters, and 
before driving to the airport, we had time to find a few new species for the 
tour, like Planalto Woodcreeper, Dull-capped Attila and five Maguari Stork. 

It was a great tour and there's always more to see! 

Some of the other critters we saw included: 

1) Proboscis Bat 
2) Greater Bulldog Bat 
3) Silvery Marmoset 
4) Azara's Night Monkey 
5) Red-bellied Titi 
6) Eastern Red-Handed Howler 
7) Black-and-Gold Howler 
8) Brown Capuchin 
9) Hooded Capuchin 
10) White-whiskered Spider Monkey 
11) Greater Capybara 
12) Common Red-rumped Agouti 
13) Crab-eating Fox 
14) South American Coati 
15) Neotropical River Otter 
16) Giant River Otter 
17) Jaguar 
18) Collared Peccary 
19) White-lipped Peccary 
20) Marsh Deer 
21) Common Red Brocket 
22) Giant Ameiva 
23) Golden Tegu 
24) Yellow Anaconda 
25) Spectacled Cayman 



26) Paraguayan Cayman 
27) Green Iguana 
28) False Water Snake 

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this 
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/543278 

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this 
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/alp26TRIPLIST.pdf 

-- Marcelo Barreiros 
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Species Observed Show all details

11 Greater Rhea 3

1 Cinereous Tinamou 1

1 Small-billed Tinamou 1

2 Tataupa Tinamou 2

4 Variegated Tinamou 3

2 Little Tinamou 1

14 Undulated Tinamou 9

2 Brazilian Tinamou 2

10 Southern Screamer 5

26 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 6

5 Muscovy Duck 3

3 Brazilian Teal 2

19 White-throated Piping-Guan 7

15 Red-throated Piping-Guan 6

35 Chestnut-bellied Guan 10

4 Spix's Guan 2

2 Razor-billed Curassow 1

29 Bare-faced Curassow 9

44 Chaco Chachalaca 12

4 Rock Pigeon 1
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23 Pale-vented Pigeon 6

7 Scaled Pigeon 3

47 Picazuro Pigeon 14

7 Plumbeous Pigeon 6

4 Ruddy Pigeon 4

28 Ruddy Ground Dove 12

11 Scaled Dove 4

3 Picui Ground Dove 2

1 Blue Ground Dove 1

24 White-tipped Dove 8

8 Gray-fronted Dove 4

4 Eared Dove 1

19 Guira Cuckoo 6

24 Smooth-billed Ani 7

2 Striped Cuckoo 2

12 Common Squirrel-Cuckoo 9

1 Black-bellied Cuckoo 1

801 Nacunda Nighthawk 3

8 Short-tailed Nighthawk 3

2 Blackish Nightjar 1

16 Common Pauraque 12

1 Ladder-tailed Nightjar 1

2 Scissor-tailed Nightjar 1

1 Rufous Nightjar 1
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1 Great Potoo 1

19 Gray-rumped Swift 5

3 Pale-rumped Swift 1

5 Chapman's Swift 2

5 Short-tailed Swift 2

2 Fork-tailed Palm Swift 1

2 White-necked Jacobin 1

1 Tapajos Hermit 1

3 Cinnamon-throated Hermit 3

1 White-vented Violetear 1

4 Black-eared Fairy 3

1 Fiery-tailed Awlbill 1

9 Black-throated Mango 6

1 Black-bellied Thorntail 1

1 Dot-eared Coquette 1

9 Glittering-bellied Emerald 5

8 Fork-tailed Woodnymph 6

1 Versicolored Emerald 1

2 Glittering-throated Emerald 2

3 Gilded Hummingbird 2

2 White-chinned Sapphire 1

8 Gray-cowled Wood-Rail 4

2 Purple Gallinule 1
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19 Limpkin 6

9 Black-necked Stilt 3

6 Pied Plover 3

25 Southern Lapwing 11

3 Collared Plover 1

17 Wattled Jacana 7

11 Black Skimmer 2

18 Yellow-billed Tern 5

5 Large-billed Tern 2

6 Hoatzin 1

11 Sunbittern 8

5 Maguari Stork 1

23 Jabiru 9

45 Wood Stork 13

16 Anhinga 10

16 Neotropic Cormorant 6

7 Green Ibis 3

11 Bare-faced Ibis 4

16 Plumbeous Ibis 6

18 Buff-necked Ibis 8

15 Roseate Spoonbill 5

16 Rufescent Tiger-Heron 7

9 Boat-billed Heron 2
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12 Black-crowned Night Heron 3

19 Capped Heron 10

6 Whistling Heron 2

25 Snowy Egret 13

14 Striated Heron 6

43 Western Cattle-Egret 7

29 Great Egret 12

14 Cocoi Heron 7

2 King Vulture 1

52 Black Vulture 19

6 Turkey Vulture 2

16 Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture 8

14 Greater Yellow-headed Vulture 7

5 Swallow-tailed Kite 2

1 Black Hawk-Eagle 1

2 Double-toothed Kite 1

1 Crane Hawk 1

17 Black-collared Hawk 7

2023 Snail Kite 8

4 Savanna Hawk 2

6 Great Black Hawk 4

12 Roadside Hawk 9

2 White-tailed Hawk 1
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2 White Hawk 1

1 White-browed Hawk 1

1 Crested Owl 1

1 Amazonian Pygmy-Owl 1

5 Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl 5

1 Burrowing Owl 1

1 Pavonine Quetzal 1

3 Black-tailed Trogon 3

2 Green-backed Trogon 2

2 Amazonian Violaceous Trogon 2

7 Blue-crowned Trogon 4

1 Amazonian Black-throated Trogon 1

3 Collared Trogon 3

5 Amazonian Motmot 3

19 Ringed Kingfisher 10

36 Amazon Kingfisher 13

1 American Pygmy Kingfisher 1

17 Green Kingfisher 9

7 Green-and-rufous Kingfisher 5

2 White-necked Puffbird 1

1 Brown-banded Puffbird 1

1 Spotted Puffbird 1

2 Collared Puffbird 1
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3 Eastern Striolated-Puffbird 2

2 White-eared Puffbird 1

1 Spot-backed Puffbird 1

31 Black-fronted Nunbird 12

16 Swallow-winged Puffbird 6

4 Brown Jacamar 1

1 Blue-cheeked Jacamar 1

6 Rufous-tailed Jacamar 3

2 Bronzy Jacamar 1

2 Paradise Jacamar 1

2 Great Jacamar 1

6 Black-girdled Barbet 4

22 Lettered Aracari 3

7 Black-necked Aracari 2

23 Chestnut-eared Aracari 4

5 Curl-crested Aracari 2

4 Red-necked Aracari 1

1 Gould's Toucanet 1

9 Toco Toucan 6

13 White-throated Toucan 7

7 Channel-billed Toucan 5

1 White-wedged Piculet 1

4 White Woodpecker 1
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15 Yellow-tufted Woodpecker 5

4 Little Woodpecker 3

3 Red-stained Woodpecker 2

1 Red-necked Woodpecker 1

4 Crimson-crested Woodpecker 4

1 Lineated Woodpecker 1

2 Ringed Woodpecker 1

2 Cream-colored Woodpecker 1

3 Chestnut Woodpecker 1

5 Pale-crested Woodpecker 3

1 Yellow-throated Woodpecker 1

1 Golden-green Woodpecker 1

7 Campo Flicker 3

10 Red-legged Seriema 3

2 Laughing Falcon 2

2 Collared Forest-Falcon 1

1 Cryptic Forest-Falcon 1

36 Crested Caracara 10

3 Red-throated Caracara 1

2 Yellow-headed Caracara 1

1 American Kestrel 1

1 Aplomado Falcon 1

5 Bat Falcon 4
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66 Monk Parakeet 10

50 Yellow-chevroned Parakeet 11

5 Golden-winged Parakeet 1

2 Orange-cheeked Parrot 1

2 Scaly-headed Parrot 1

19 Blue-headed Parrot 5

2 Yellow-crowned Amazon 1

22 Turquoise-fronted Amazon 7

4 Kawall's Amazon 2

10 Orange-winged Amazon 3

6 Dusky-billed Parrotlet 2

6 White-bellied Parrot 2

6 Red-fan Parrot 2

9 Crimson-bellied Parakeet 2

30 Santarem Parakeet 6

24 Hyacinth Macaw 8

9 Peach-fronted Parakeet 3

14 Nanday Parakeet 2

7 Red-bellied Macaw 2

10 Blue-winged Macaw 4

11 Yellow-collared Macaw 3

11 Blue-and-yellow Macaw 4

14 Chestnut-fronted Macaw 4
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8 Scarlet Macaw 4

6 Red-and-green Macaw 3

15 Red-shouldered Macaw 1

19 White-eyed Parakeet 4

2 Fasciated Antshrike 2

4 Great Antshrike 2

2 Glossy Antshrike 1

8 Barred Antshrike 5

2 Chestnut-backed Antshrike 1

4 Plain-winged Antshrike 3

2 Natterer's Slaty-Antshrike 1

2 Planalto Slaty-Antshrike 1

3 Amazonian Antshrike 2

6 Saturnine Antshrike 3

6 Cinereous Antshrike 3

3 Plain-throated Antwren 2

5 Spot-winged Antshrike 2

2 White-eyed Stipplethroat 1

3 Pygmy Antwren 2

1 Sclater's Antwren 1

4 Amazonian Streaked-Antwren 2

2 Long-winged Antwren 1

2 Gray Antwren 1
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3 Large-billed Antwren 2

2 Rusty-winged Antwren 1

1 Southern White-fringed Antwren 1

1 Black-bellied Antwren 1

5 Rusty-backed Antwren 3

2 Striated Antbird 1

3 Spix's Warbling-Antbird 2

2 Gray Antbird 1

2 Mato Grosso Antbird 1

1 Western Fire-eye 1

3 Tapajos Fire-eye 2

7 White-browed Antbird 4

2 Black-faced Antbird 1

2 Band-tailed Antbird 1

2 Silvered Antbird 1

2 Rufous-faced Antbird 1

1 Black-throated Antbird 1

7 Bare-eyed Antbird 2

2 Spot-backed Antbird 1

1 Dot-backed Antbird 1

4 Xingu Scale-backed Antbird 2

2 Black-spotted Bare-eye 1

3 Collared Crescentchest 2
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4 Black-breasted Gnateater 2

2 Alta Floresta Antpitta 2

1 Rufous-capped Antthrush 1

3 Olivaceous Woodcreeper 3

2 Mournful Long-tailed Woodcreeper 2

1 White-chinned Woodcreeper 1

3 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper 2

2 Long-billed Woodcreeper 2

3 Amazonian Barred-Woodcreeper 3

1 Planalto Woodcreeper 1

2 Strong-billed Woodcreeper 1

4 Great Rufous Woodcreeper 3

1 Striped Woodcreeper 1

2 Spix's Woodcreeper 1

7 Buff-throated Woodcreeper 6

6 Straight-billed Woodcreeper 3

5 Red-billed Scythebill 5

5 Narrow-billed Woodcreeper 4

3 Dusky-capped Woodcreeper 2

9 Pale-legged Hornero 4

25 Rufous Hornero 12

3 Dusky-cheeked Foliage-gleaner 3

1 Rufous-rumped Foliage-gleaner 1
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2 Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaner 2

8 Rufous-fronted Thornbird 2

4 Greater Thornbird 2

6 Rusty-backed Spinetail 3

11 Rufous Cacholote 5

9 Yellow-chinned Spinetail 3

3 Chotoy Spinetail 2

9 White-lored Spinetail 5

2 Cinereous-breasted Spinetail 1

5 Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin 5

1 Blue-backed Manakin 1

3 Snow-capped Manakin 2

1 Flame-crowned Manakin 1

3 Band-tailed Manakin 2

1 Fiery-capped Manakin 1

2 White-crowned Manakin 1

3 Red-headed Manakin 2

8 Amazonian Umbrellabird 2

4 Spangled Cotinga 4

11 Screaming Piha 5

6 Bare-necked Fruitcrow 3

8 Black-crowned Tityra 4

5 Brown-winged Schiffornis 5
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4 White-browed Purpletuft 1

2 White-winged Becard 2

1 Pink-throated Becard 1

1 Whiskered Flycatcher 1

1 White-crested Spadebill 1

1 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher 1

1 Sepia-capped Flycatcher 1

1 Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant 1

1 Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant 1

2 Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant 1

1 Zimmer's Tody-Tyrant 1

8 Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher 4

6 Spotted Tody-Flycatcher 3

4 Common Tody-Flycatcher 2

2 Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher 2

2 Eastern Olivaceous Flatbill 1

1 Yellow-olive Flatbill 1

2 Gray-crowned Flatbill 1

1 White-lored Tyrannulet 1

2 Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet 2

2 Suiriri Flycatcher 1

2 Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet 2

5 Forest Elaenia 3
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4 Plain-crested Elaenia 2

2 Small-billed Elaenia 2

1 Lesser Elaenia 1

1 Fulvous-crowned Scrub-Tyrant 1

2 Plain Tyrannulet 2

2 Amazonian Tyrannulet 1

1 Fuscous Flycatcher 1

3 Chapada Flycatcher 2

1 Amazonian Scrub-Flycatcher 1

10 Vermilion Flycatcher 6

4 Drab Water Tyrant 2

6 White-rumped Monjita 4

1 White-headed Marsh Tyrant 1

11 Black-backed Water-Tyrant 4

2 Long-tailed Tyrant 1

1 Large-headed Flatbill 1

1 Rufous-tailed Flatbill 1

1 Cinnamon Attila 1

1 Dull-capped Attila 1

1 Bright-rumped Attila 1

3 Rufous Casiornis 2

10 Short-crested Flycatcher 5

12 Brown-crested Flycatcher 6
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9 Cattle Tyrant 5

12 Lesser Kiskadee 6

27 Great Kiskadee 12

13 Boat-billed Flycatcher 7

17 Rusty-margined Flycatcher 9

2 Dusky-chested Flycatcher 1

2 Streaked Flycatcher 1

1 Piratic Flycatcher 1

2 Variegated Flycatcher 1

22 Tropical Kingbird 12

4 Rufous-browed Peppershrike 3

4 Gray-chested Greenlet 3

3 Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo 3

2 Para Greenlet 1

4 Dusky-capped Greenlet 2

2 Chivi Vireo 1

41 Purplish Jay 11

4 Curl-crested Jay 1

16 Black-capped Donacobius 5

42 White-winged Swallow 10

13 Gray-breasted Martin 4

16 Southern Rough-winged Swallow 6

31 White-banded Swallow 8
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2 Tawny-headed Swallow 1

2 Long-billed Gnatwren 2

1 Klages's Gnatcatcher 1

20 Masked Gnatcatcher 7

1 Scaly-breasted Wren 1

3 Tooth-billed Wren 3

17 Thrush-like Wren 7

4 Moustached Wren 3

5 Buff-breasted Wren 3

4 Fawn-breasted Wren 2

4 Chalk-browed Mockingbird 2

17 Pale-breasted Thrush 7

1 Hauxwell's Thrush 1

6 Rufous-bellied Thrush 3

9 House Sparrow 3

1 Yellowish Pipit 1

2 Purple-throated Euphonia 1

2 Violaceous Euphonia 1

6 Thick-billed Euphonia 2

2 Orange-bellied Euphonia 1

5 Rufous-bellied Euphonia 3

2 Saffron-billed Sparrow 1

1 Rufous-collared Sparrow 1
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2 Red-breasted Meadowlark 1

19 Crested Oropendola 6

1 Solitary Black Cacique 1

40 Yellow-rumped Cacique 6

1 Epaulet Oriole 1

10 Variable Oriole 5

2 Orange-backed Troupial 1

16 Shiny Cowbird 3

9 Giant Cowbird 3

2 Scarlet-headed Blackbird 2

7 Chopi Blackbird 2

6 Grayish Baywing 3

8 Unicolored Blackbird 2

2 Golden-crowned Warbler 1

2 Flavescent Warbler 2

6 Red-billed Pied Tanager 2

2 Rose-breasted Chat 1

8 Red-capped Cardinal 5

9 Yellow-billed Cardinal 4

2 Cinnamon Tanager 1

10 White-banded Tanager 2

3 Hooded Tanager 1

2 Gray-headed Tanager 1
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2 Flame-crested Tanager 1

2 White-shouldered Tanager 2

6 White-lined Tanager 3

1 White-winged Shrike-Tanager 1

37 Silver-beaked Tanager 13

12 Blue-gray Tanager 5

25 Sayaca Tanager 10

16 Palm Tanager 8

1 Dotted Tanager 1

4 Burnished-buff Tanager 2

2 Masked Tanager 1

4 Blue-necked Tanager 1

3 Turquoise Tanager 1

4 Paradise Tanager 2

5 Opal-rumped Tanager 2

1 Bay-headed Tanager 1

2 Swallow Tanager 1

2 Black-faced Dacnis 1

2 Yellow-bellied Dacnis 1

4 Blue Dacnis 3

2 Short-billed Honeycreeper 1

4 Purple Honeycreeper 2

2 Green Honeycreeper 1
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4 Chestnut-vented Conebill 2

2 White-rumped Tanager 1

27 Saffron Finch 9

1 Grassland Yellow-Finch 1

2 Lined Seedeater 1

1 White-bellied Seedeater 1

3 Tawny-bellied Seedeater 1

1 Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch 1

2 Double-collared Seedeater 1

5 Plumbeous Seedeater 2

4 Rusty-collared Seedeater 1

16 Red-crested Finch 7

7 Bananaquit 5

2 Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak 1

4 Black-throated Saltator 2

8 Bluish-gray Saltator 4

1 Slate-colored Grosbeak 1
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