
 
 

Trip Report — Arizona: Birding the Border I 2025 
 
May 7-16, 2025 with Chris Benesh & Alex Sundvall 

We had a fantastic experience with the often difficult Five-striped Sparrow on this tour! Photo by 
Barbara Schelkle. 
 
Southeast Arizona is well known as one of the best birding locations in the 
entire country, and for good reason! There are dozens of birds that are either 
only found or best found only here in the US, so birders have been coming 
here for decades trying to add a few of these unique birds to their lists. The 
scenery is quite nice and varied too, with everything from high elevation 
pine-oak forests in the mountain sky islands to saguaro forests in the arid 
desert scrub and everything in between. With this vast range of habitats, we 
managed to see over 200 species of birds in our short amount of time here. 
Highlighted in this were 11 species of Hummingbirds, 6 species of Owls, 19 
species of Flycatchers, and again 19 species of Sparrows. Within those 



groups, a few birds stood out in my mind as real memorable experiences on 
the trip. Flammulated Owls were having a really strong showing in Portal 
this spring, and we were able to see one roosting at eye level in a 
cottonwood right on the side of a driveway. Five-striped Sparrows are a 
southeast Arizona specialty, and aren’t always the easiest, so getting to see 
one right on the side of the road was absolutely incredible! And maybe the 
crown jewel of all of Arizona birding, the Elegant Trogon. It certainly made us 
work for it this spring with sharply declining numbers due to the ongoing 
drought in the region, but that made finally spotting one all the more 
sweeter!  

From Chris and I and everyone at Field Guides, we thank you for taking this 
journey through southeast Arizona with us. You were a small group, but were 
very understanding of the challenges we were presented with and went with 
the flow of things which really helped! We hope you had a lovely time on 
this adventure and we hope to see you again soon somewhere down the 
birding trail soon! Here is a brief day by day account of the tour. 



lake Cochise might not always smell the best, but the presence of this big lake has great 
ecological importance out in the desert. Photo by Barbara Schelkle. 
 
Day 1: We started our first afternoon with the best laid plans, but you all 
know how the rest of that quote goes. We started out at the Tucson 
Mountain Park, where within minutes we had amazing looks at a handsome 
male Black-tailed Gnatcatcher and a pair of displaying Gilded Flickers! This 
was all with the marvelous backdrop of mature saguaro forest, a staple of 
the Sonoran Desert and a wonderful first taste of Arizona birding. From there 
we headed to the small Desert Meadows Park in Green Valley with the 
hopes of spotting a male Costa’s Hummingbird. While the males didn’t want 
to cooperate, we did have great views of a female bird amongst some of the 
more expected birds, including Barbara’s milestone Gambel’s Quail! After 
spending some time at the park, we drove a short distance (I swear) down 
our first of many terribly bumpy roads down to Box Canyon. This canyon has 
become famous for its Five-striped Sparrows, which we were hoping to see! 



While we were waiting for the sparrows, we were treated to many other 
lovely birds including Hooded Orioles, Golden Eagles, Rock and Canyon 
Wrens, and Western Tanagers. Just as we were about to leave empty 
handed, we heard the sparrow vocalizing and soon it was perched right on 
the side of the road by us! We were all on cloud nine and surely nothing 
could stop us now! Well, as we were just getting up to speed on our first 
paved road in hours, we got an alert that one of our tires had a sudden loss 
of pressure and was going flat. We pulled over on the side of the road and 
were stuck waiting for a repair. Thankfully we called a taxi to take everyone 
back to the hotel so only Chris and I were on the side of the road until the 
wee hours of the night. A rocky ending to what was an otherwise wonderful 
first day! 

Day 2: Our goal for the morning was to explore the famous Madera Canyon. 
We started out with a quick stop along Proctor Road hoping for an early 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher or Varied Bunting. Hearing none, we headed up 
the canyon to the Kubo B&B where we hoped to see the continuing Berylline 
Hummingbird. We didn’t have to wait too long before we saw this glittering 
hummingbird visiting one of the many feeders. We also got to see a 
continuing hybrid Berylline x Broad-billed Hummingbird. This is the only 
known hybrid between these two! We also had experiences with the more 
normal hummingbirds like Broad-billed, Black-chinned, and Rivoli’s; along 
with our first of many Swainson’s Thrushes, when we were still excited to 
see one! Next we headed even further up the canyon with the hopes of 
seeing an Elegant Trogon. While we didn’t end up with a trogon this time, 
the incredibly cooperative Red-faced Warblers more than made up for it! On 
our way out, we made a brief stop again at the Desert Meadows Park in the 
hopes of a male Costa’s, but they just didn’t want to play! After a lunch stop, 
we headed eastward towards the Chiricahuas. Our final birding stop of the 
day was the famed Lake Cochise outside of Willcox. This little salt pool in 
the middle of the desert attracts migrating shorebirds and in particular is 
attractive to Wilson’s Phalaropes, of which we saw hundreds! Also of note 
was our flock of over 100 Bank Swallows we saw gathered along the 
powerlines and foraging over the lake. Unfortunately, we couldn’t spend too 
much time here and we had to make our way down to Portal. We did 



however briefly stop on the side of the road to see a pair of Harris’s Hawks, 
which would be our only ones for the trip. We made it to Portal just in time 
for dinner and settled in for the night for an early and full day of birding the 
next morning! 

Montezuma Quails are often a bit of a headache on these tours, and are often one of the trickiest 
birds we look for. Thankfully, there had been a pair visiting Rick Taylor's feeders which relieved 
a lot of our stress! Photo by Barbara Schelkle. 
 
Day 3: Our first morning birding in the mighty Chiricahuas! We started dark 
and early with a picnic breakfast before working our way into the upper 
elevations of the sky islands. This was a morning of bumpy winding roads 
climbing up into the mountains. The scenery was breathtaking, and the birds 
were incredible! Our first stop on the side of the road we were shocked to 
hear the songs of singing Black-chinned Sparrows! One of the few species 
seemingly doing well with the prolonged drought, this is often a pretty rare 



sparrow for the tour! After a bit of time, we eventually tracked them down for 
some good looks at this handsome sparrow. Next, we came upon our first 
feeding flock, which can be crucial to tracking down some of the harder 
songbirds. Sure enough, one of the big targets of the morning was there! 
Mexican Chickadee is a wide-ranging Mexican species (hence the name) but 
is essentially only found in the Chiricahuas in the US, save for a usually off 
limits range in New Mexico. We had great looks at this rare songbird in no 
time! A little farther up the road, we encountered another of our big targets 
of the morning: a pair of Olive Warblers! These birds, while not being Olive 
and not being Warblers, can be tricky to track down in these high elevation 
pine forests, so we were very thankful to see them without much trouble! We 
also ran into a pair of Grace’s Warblers, both Cassin’s and Plumbeous Vireos, 
and a flighty Virginia’s Warbler. Our main stop for the morning was a nice 
walk around the Pinery Canyon Campground. The upper parts of this canyon 
still have some remnant old growth conifers from before the big fire over a 
decade ago. The main target here was Buff-breasted Flycatcher, another 
tricky songbird. Thankfully again, they did not keep us waiting long and we 
got outstanding views of this hard-to-find bird, some of my best ever. We 
also had our first of many Hammond’s Flycatchers and Swainson’s and 
Hermit Thrushes. Normally you’re lucky if you see one of each of those 
species on an Arizona tour, but for whatever reason they were everywhere 
this spring! Also of note, we had a Western Warbling-Vireo, which since the 
tour has been officially split from the Eastern Warbling-Vireo! Hopefully an 
armchair tick for some of you. Before heading back down the mountain, we 
went up to Rustler Park where we caught up with some Yellow-eyed Juncos, 
adorable Pygmy Nuthatches, and some Steller’s Jays. We would have stayed 
longer, but we were chased down the mountain by an impending 
thunderstorm! Up on top of a mountain is not the best place to be during a 
thunderstorm… so we headed all the way back down to Portal for lunch. 
After lunch, we attempted to do some birding between the rain showers at 
Bob Rodrigues’s feeders. They were incredibly birdy, with the best bird being 
a Crissal Thrasher that came into his water feature! We also had our first 
Rufous-winged Sparrow, Rose-breasted Grosbeak (an uncommon eastern 
migrant), Abert’s Towhee, Lazuli Bunting, and Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay! Just 
up the road at Dave Jasper’s feeders we saw our first Blue-throated 



Mountain-gem and Bronzed Cowbird, and had a trifecta of western orioles: 
Hooded, Bullock’s, and Scott’s! Just before dinner as the sun was setting, we 
drove by Cathedral Rock and saw the now regular nesting Thick-billed 
Kingbird in the area. This was the bird of Patagonia Picnic Table fame back in 
the day! After dinner, we attempted owling the best we could. Unfortunately 
the drought made things challenging as most of the birds were very quiet. 
After straining and trying, we eventually got decent views of an Elf Owl and 
poor views of some flyby Mexican Whip-poor-wills. Unfortunately, the 
Whiskered Screech-Owls remained heard only, but it was still fun to hear 
their morse code calls back and forth to each other! 

Day 4: This morning was our scenic walk through the south fork of the 
famous Cave Creek Canyon. This canyon can be a great place to find Elegant 
Trogons, however with the continuing drought in southern Arizona and 
northern Mexico, there are very few of these birds coming north to the US 
anymore. There just isn’t enough food to support them in their migration. A 
typical year would see well over 100 trogons in Southeast Arizona, but this 
year that number plummeted to just 31. We really had our work cut out for 
us if we were to find this emblematic species of the region! Unfortunately for 
us, today was not that day and we went the entire 3+ miles of walking 
without even a whiff of a Trogon. We did however have plenty of other birds 
to keep us occupied! There were still thrushes and Hammond’s Flycatchers 
everywhere, along with roving flocks of Mexican Jays and Acorn 
Woodpeckers. We even managed to find a lingering Gray-headed Dark-eyed 
Junco, a rarity for this time of year! Painted Redstarts were everywhere with a 
MacGillivray’s Warbler joining them up the canyon. As we were leaving the 
canyon, defeated in our search for Trogons, we got a tip from Dave Jasper 
about a roosting Flammulated Owl at the Four Bar Cottages. Eager for a win 
this morning, we raced over before lunch and sure enough, getting tossed 
around in the wind was a tiny Flammulated Owl roosting low in a 
cottonwood. This certainly made us feel better after missing our main quarry 
in the morning! While we were there, we also tracked down one of the 
resident Bendire’s Thrashers that nest on the property. After lunch, we 
visited the historic George Walker House in Paradise. Here we had 5 
different species of hummingbirds coming to the feeders (Rivoli’s, Black-



chinned, Broad-tailed, Broad-billed, and the Mountain-gem) as well as a 
couple lovely pairs of Bridled and Juniper Titmice. A nice and relaxing end to 
a great day of birding! 

Elegant Trogons are one of the birds SE Arizona is best known for. Thankfully we were able to 
spot this one on the very last day of the trip! Photo by Barbara Schelkle. 
 
Day 5: We spent our final morning in the Chiricahuas attempting to chase 
down a report of a Crescent-chested Warbler. While we were unsuccessful 
there, we did have great looks at a pair of Hermit Warblers, one of which 
was a shiny adult male! We also had our best looks yet at a stunning male 
Hepatic Tanager. We spent the rest of the morning in East Whitetail Canyon 
at Rick Taylor’s feeders, which were by far our birdiest feeders! He had both 
Gambel’s and Montezuma Quails scraping for seeds and a pair of Lucifer 
Hummingbirds visiting the nectar. As Rick regaled us with stories from 
bygone eras, we watched Townsend’s Warblers and Lazuli Buntings bathing 
in his water feature, Scott’s Orioles coming to his jelly, and the local Gould’s 
subspecies of Wild Turkeys displaying in his yard. We had such a nice time 



here, we decided to come back after lunch with the hope of seeing the 
Montezuma Quail a little better, which we did! As we left Portal and the 
Chiricahuas behind for our next Sky Islands, we stopped briefly on the side of 
the road for a better look at a pair of Chihuahuan Ravens before heading 
back towards Lake Cochise. Earlier that day, a handful of really good birds 
were found on the lake and we decided to make a quick pitstop on our way 
to the Huachucas. It paid off as everything was still where they left it earlier 
that day! Out on the sand spit in the middle of the lake was a near adult 
Laughing Gull, a great bird for Arizona! There were also a pair of good 
plovers, a young American Golden-Plover and an adult Snowy Plover also 
sharing the spit! We also got much better views of Bendire’s Thrasher and 
Scaled Quail this time around, along with our only Gray Flycatcher and a 
flock of Lark Buntings. To cap off another excellent day, on our way into 
Sierra Vista we watched a pair of Lesser Nighthawks catching bugs in the 
streetlights.  

Day 6: Our first day in the Huachucas was a fairly simple one exploring two 
of the more famous canyons in the range. First, a quick stop in some 
grasslands where we hoped a few sparrows might be singing. While there 
weren’t any of the birds we were hoping for, there was a nice push of 
migrants in the acacia to keep us occupied, with Brewer’s Sparrow, Ash-
throated Flycatcher, Western Warbling-Vireo, Green-tailed Towhee, and 
both Townsend’s and Hermit Warblers. The rest of the morning was spent 
walking around Ramsey Canyon Preserve, a lovely tract of land that is 
preserved by The Nature Conservancy. Hoping again for a Trogon, we slowly 
made our way up the canyon. While again the Trogons evaded us, we had 
our first push of Western Flycatchers in the canyon joining the Hammond’s 
Flycatchers that were still everywhere we looked. We also had by far our 
best looks at some incredibly cooperative Painted Redstarts foraging along 
what little water remained in the creek. Two good birds were heard onlies 
here unfortunately: Northern Pygmy-Owl hooting away in a hole somewhere, 
and a distant Greater Pewee. That afternoon, we visited the famous Ash 
Canyon Bird Sanctuary, known for its Lucifer Hummingbirds. While we had 
already had a sneak peak of these at Rick’s place near Portal, who could say 
no to another look? Joining the Lucifer was our best look at Anna’s 



Hummingbirds and a brief showing of a Calliope Hummingbird, along with 
the standard troop of Hummingbird species. 

Often one of the hardest owls to see and hear anywhere, we were very lucky to have this 
Flammulated Owl roosting right at eye level! Photo by guide Alex Sundvall. 
 
Day 7: An unfortunately windy morning for our trip to Miller Canyon! This 
really cut bird activity unfortunately, and we didn’t hear a peep from the 
nesting pair of Flame-colored Tanagers, an unfortunate miss in what had 
until this point been a near perfect trip! There were still plenty of good birds 
around, including finally getting a look at the Greater Pewee we only heard 
the day prior! Flycatchers continued to have a good showing with 
Hammond’s, Western, and Dusky-capped all posing nicely for us, while 
Black-throated Gray Warblers and Red-faced Warblers were a little farther 
up the trail. After walking the trail, we made a brief stop at the hummingbird 
feeders at Beatty’s Guest Ranch, but the wind just kept most of the birds 
away unfortunately. In the afternoon we made our way to Patagonia, where 
thankfully the wind had let up a little. Right in town we had wonderful looks 



at a gorgeous Mississippi Kite perched right over the road! We finished our 
day birding at the famous Paton’s Center for Hummingbirds, where we 
enjoyed watching their Violet-crowned Hummingbirds, Green-tailed 
Towhees, and Yellow-breasted Chats. We even had a Northern Beardless-
Tyrannulet and a flyover Zone-tailed Hawk! To close the day in Nogales, we 
visited the local Cliff Swallow colony and had a super cooperative Greater 
Roadrunner right in the parking lot! 

Day 8:  Today was our main day to bird the Patagonian lowlands. We started 
out with a quick stop at Kino Springs where we had some small groups of 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, Mexican Ducks, and Common Ground Doves. 
Most of our morning however was spent at Patagonia Lake State Park. Our 
first stop at the State Park was briefly right in the campground where it felt 
like some morning flight was just finishing up. Phainapeplas were actively 
migrating with Western Tanagers all around us, and even a few flyover 
Vaux’s Swifts! Eager to see what might be down on the lake itself, we 
headed to the spillway. There was nothing too earth-shattering today on 
what can be an incredible vagrant trap, but there was a Western Grebe out in 
the middle of the lake and both a Zone-tailed Hawk and a Common Black 
Hawk made passes overhead! After the spillway we headed back towards 
the campground to take a short walk down the birding trail hoping to get 
eyes on a Bell’s Vireo and see what else might be around. Not only did we 
get great views of this skulky vireo, but also more looks at Western 
Warbling-Vireo, MacGillivray’s Warbler, another Mississippi Kite, and 
Swainson’s Thrushes and Hammond’s Flycatchers continued to be 
everywhere. On our way out of the park, we spotted another Greater 
Roadrunner, this time carrying a lizard! As we watched it, it even hopped up 
onto a branch just off the side of the road and started singing a bit. Before we 
went off to lunch, we made a quick journey down into Harshaw Canyon for a 
few of our potentially missing species. First up was a Gray Hawk, which up 
until now we had only heard calling. Thankfully, this is a good area for them 
and we found an active nest without too much trouble! Along the road just 
past the nest in the drier rocky crags, a Rufous-crowned Sparrow popped up 
quietly and watched us for a while. A little farther up the road we stopped at 
a creek crossing hoping that the Becard pair that was around last year would 



have come back. We were unfortunately a couple weeks early as they did 
show up this year, just not by the time we were in the area. We did however 
have a Canyon Wren serenading us and by far our best looks at Vermilion 
Flycatchers. That afternoon we enjoyed some easy birding along the Santa 
Cruz River and around Peña Blanca Lake. Along the river were the local 
subspecies of Song Sparrows, singing Northern Yellow Warblers, chatty 
Bewick’s Wrens, and a gorgeous migrating Swainson’s Hawk. Peña Blanca 
didn’t have much new for us, but we did enjoy seeing Cinnamon Teals, 
Ruddy Ducks, Violet-green Swallows, Bushtits, and a Green Heron all at 
pretty close range. After dinner, we had an optional owling session where 
we hoped we might finally run into some Western Screech-Owls! Thankfully, 
our first stop was successful and we even managed to spot one! We tried 
another spot farther up the road for Common Poorwills, but unfortunately 
they were just too far away to pick up.  

While there are definitely flashier birds in SE Arizona, we saw so many Hammond's Flycatchers 
over the course of the tour it definitely left a lasting impression! I probably doubled my lifetime 
observations of the species in just over a week! Photo by Barbara Schelkle. 



Day 9: The final birding day! We again started out checking along the Santa 
Cruz River looking for Tropical Kingbirds, which had so far evaded us at their 
normal haunts. Along Santa Gertrudis Lane we had more migrating Vaux’s 
Swifts with even a few lingering Purple Martins flying by too! One of the 
other big targets along the lane are Rufous-winged Sparrows, a southwest 
specialty. While we had already seen one when we were in Portal, we were 
hoping for a better and longer view of one. We got just that with a bird that 
sat out on an electrical wire that just sat and sang for us! Since the Tropical 
Kingbird still wouldn’t come out to play, we made a quick stop at the De 
Anza trailhead, where thankfully one was sitting on the fence as we drove 
up! The rest of the morning was devoted to spending some more time in 
Madera Canyon looking for some of the later migrants, hoping they might 
have arrived by now. Proctor Road might not have had the Varied Bunting or 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers we were hoping for, but we did get another 
fantastic look at both Hermit and Townsend’s Warblers, Painted Redstart, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Gray Hawks, and of course our omnipresent 
Hammond’s Flycatchers and Swainson’s Thrushes! Next, we headed up the 
Carrie Nation Trail for our final last ditch effort to see a Trogon. As we 
started walking up the trail, it seemed like we had encountered the kiss of 
death. Everyone was headed the opposite direction saying that they had 
already seen one and it was amazing! As we passed person after person, 
they all shared where they had seen it and how long ago. As we made our 
way further and further up the trail, the distances and times people were 
saying kept getting shorter! Then around the final bend, larger than life, a 
stunning male Elegant Trogon flies right up to us! He just wanted to make 
sure we didn’t officially miss him on the tour! He showed off all his best 
angles for us before he decided enough was enough and flew back up the 
canyon far out of sight. What a fantastic bird! Bathing in the glow of our 
success, we made a short stop at the Santa Rita Lodge to just sit and take in 
the birds one final time. That evening at our final dinner, we sat out on the 
patio overlooking the golf course and watched a handful of Lesser 
Nighthawks hawking insects over the water features and greens as the sun 
set. A great way to cap off a great day and an even better tour! 



You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/425492 

Chris and Alex 
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Species Observed Show all details

11 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 3

12 Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors 2

25 Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera 4

9 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata 2

22 American Wigeon Mareca americana 2

11 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 4

22 Mexican Duck Anas diazi 7

2 Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 1

63 Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 4

8 Scaled Quail Callipepla squamata 2

60 Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii 19

4 Montezuma Quail Cyrtonyx montezumae 2

79 Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo 12

16 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 3

32 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 14

14 Inca Dove Columbina inca 8

5 Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina 2

121 White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 32

252 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 31

3 Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus 3

9 Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis 3

10/23/25, 4:40 PM Field Guides Birding Tours - ARIZONA BIRDING THE BORDER I, 2025 (with guides Chris Benesh and Alex Sundvall) - eBird Trip Report

https://ebird.org/tripreport/425492 2/11

https://ebird.org/tripreport/425492?view=species
https://ebird.org/tripreport/425492?view=checklists
https://ebird.org/tripreport/425492?view=photos
https://ebird.org/species/bbwduc
https://ebird.org/species/buwtea
https://ebird.org/species/cintea
https://ebird.org/species/norsho
https://ebird.org/species/amewig
https://ebird.org/species/mallar3
https://ebird.org/species/mexduc
https://ebird.org/species/lessca
https://ebird.org/species/rudduc
https://ebird.org/species/scaqua
https://ebird.org/species/gamqua
https://ebird.org/species/monqua
https://ebird.org/species/wiltur
https://ebird.org/species/rocpig
https://ebird.org/species/eucdov
https://ebird.org/species/incdov
https://ebird.org/species/cogdov
https://ebird.org/species/whwdov
https://ebird.org/species/moudov
https://ebird.org/species/greroa
https://ebird.org/species/lesnig
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1761252115922.1761255623500.356&__hssc=60209138.1.1761255623500&__hsfp=292221219
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1761252115922.1761255623500.356&__hssc=60209138.1.1761255623500&__hsfp=292221219
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true


5 Mexican Whip-poor-will Antrostomus arizonae 2

20 Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi 4

23 White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis 8

21 Rivoli's Hummingbird Eugenes fulgens 9

10 Blue-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis clemenciae 6

4 Lucifer Hummingbird Calothorax lucifer 3

56 Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri 18

10 Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna 6

4 Costa's Hummingbird Calypte costae 4

1 Calliope Hummingbird Selasphorus calliope 1

45 Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus 16

81 Broad-billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris 24

2 Violet-crowned Hummingbird Ramosomyia violiceps 1

1 Berylline Hummingbird Saucerottia beryllina 1

51 American Coot Fulica americana 5

25 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 2

80 American Avocet Recurvirostra americana 2

1 American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica 1

12 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 4

2 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 1

1 Snowy Plover Anarhynchus nivosus 1

25 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 2

400 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 2

23 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 4
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2 Willet Tringa semipalmata 1

19 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 1

10 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 1

17 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 2

1 Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 1 1

17 Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan 2

3 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 1

3 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 3

1 Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis 1

1 Double-crested Cormorant Nannopterum auritum 1

35 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum 3

13 White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi 3

2 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 2

3 Green Heron Butorides virescens 2

3 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 1

5 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 4

96 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 34

1 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 1

2 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 1

1 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 1

8 Cooper's Hawk Astur cooperii 8

2 Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis 2

1 Common Black Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus 1
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2 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 1

13 Gray Hawk Buteo plagiatus 8

4 Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus 4

6 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 4

15 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 11

1 Flammulated Owl Psiloscops flammeolus 1

2 Whiskered Screech-Owl Megascops trichopsis 1

3 Western Screech-Owl Megascops kennicottii 1

1 Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus 1

3 Northern Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium gnoma 2

2 Elf Owl Micrathene whitneyi 2

1 Elegant Trogon Trogon elegans 1

98 Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus 23

29 Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis 14

20 Ladder-backed Woodpecker Dryobates scalaris 12

1 Hairy Woodpecker Dryobates villosus 1

9 Arizona Woodpecker Dryobates arizonae 7

12 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 6

2 Gilded Flicker Colaptes chrysoides 1

2 American Kestrel Falco sparverius 2

5 Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma imberbe 4

1 Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi 1

3 Greater Pewee Contopus pertinax 3
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27 Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 11

60 Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii 20

1 Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii 1

2 Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri 1

26 Western Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis 12

2 Buff-breasted Flycatcher Empidonax fulvifrons 1

7 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 4

9 Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya 8

22 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 12

30 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 17

19 Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens 14

15 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus 12

1 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 1

15 Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans 10

1 Thick-billed Kingbird Tyrannus crassirostris 1

34 Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis 11

25 Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii 11

22 Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni 8

2 Cassin's Vireo Vireo cassinii 2

12 Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus 7

18 Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 10

2 Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 2

6 Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri 3
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8 Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma woodhouseii 4

90 Mexican Jay Aphelocoma wollweberi 17

10 Chihuahuan Raven Corvus cryptoleucus 5

43 Common Raven Corvus corax 23

3 Mexican Chickadee Poecile sclateri 2

63 Bridled Titmouse Baeolophus wollweberi 15

2 Juniper Titmouse Baeolophus ridgwayi 1

38 Verdin Auriparus flaviceps 14

3 Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris 1

109 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 4

4 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 2

27 Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina 6

4 Purple Martin Progne subis 1

31 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 7

150 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 11

35 Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 6

16 Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus 8

32 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Corthylio calendula 13

44 White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis 20

7 Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea 2

12 Brown Creeper Certhia americana 7

12 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 7

1 Black-tailed Gnatcatcher Polioptila melanura 1
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3 Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus 3

2 Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus 2

11 Northern House Wren Troglodytes aedon 3

30 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii 21

7 Cactus Wren Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus 7

9 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 4

35 Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre 16

5 Bendire's Thrasher Toxostoma bendirei 3

2 Crissal Thrasher Toxostoma crissale 2

23 Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 13

2 Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana 1

35 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 16

23 Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus 13

22 American Robin Turdus migratorius 12

8 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 1

67 Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens 9

5 Olive Warbler Peucedramus taeniatus 4

70 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 11

227 House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus 27

52 Pine Siskin Spinus pinus 10

148 Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria 23

4 Rufous-winged Sparrow Peucaea carpalis 3

17 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 7
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4 Black-chinned Sparrow Spizella atrogularis 3

53 Brewer's Sparrow Spizella breweri 4

1 Five-striped Sparrow Amphispizopsis quinquestriata 1

25 Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata 6

160 Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus 10

50 Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys 1

1 Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis 1

25 Yellow-eyed Junco Junco phaeonotus 6

21 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 10

2 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 2

19 Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia 9

10 Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii 4

23 Canyon Towhee Melozone fusca 11

14 Abert's Towhee Melozone aberti 8

2 Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps 2

25 Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus 12

31 Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus 13

23 Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 12

7 Chihuahuan Meadowlark Sturnella lilianae 3

23 Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus 12

14 Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii 10

20 Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum 12

34 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 7

10/23/25, 4:40 PM Field Guides Birding Tours - ARIZONA BIRDING THE BORDER I, 2025 (with guides Chris Benesh and Alex Sundvall) - eBird Trip Report

https://ebird.org/tripreport/425492 9/11

https://ebird.org/species/bkcspa
https://ebird.org/species/brespa
https://ebird.org/species/fisspa
https://ebird.org/species/bktspa
https://ebird.org/species/larspa
https://ebird.org/species/larbun
https://ebird.org/species/daejun
https://ebird.org/species/yeejun
https://ebird.org/species/whcspa
https://ebird.org/species/savspa
https://ebird.org/species/sonspa
https://ebird.org/species/linspa
https://ebird.org/species/cantow
https://ebird.org/species/abetow
https://ebird.org/species/rucspa
https://ebird.org/species/gnttow
https://ebird.org/species/spotow
https://ebird.org/species/yebcha
https://ebird.org/species/lilmea2
https://ebird.org/species/hooori
https://ebird.org/species/bulori
https://ebird.org/species/scoori
https://ebird.org/species/rewbla
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1761252115922.1761255623500.356&__hssc=60209138.1.1761255623500&__hsfp=292221219
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1761252115922.1761255623500.356&__hssc=60209138.1.1761255623500&__hsfp=292221219
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true


2 Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 2

112 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 17

56 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 8

1 Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 1

7 Orange-crowned Warbler Leiothlypis celata 5

37 Lucy's Warbler Leiothlypis luciae 19

1 Nashville Warbler Leiothlypis ruficapilla 1

6 Virginia's Warbler Leiothlypis virginiae 5

6 MacGillivray's Warbler Geothlypis tolmiei 5

17 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 6

43 Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia 11

65 Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 15

18 Grace's Warbler Setophaga graciae 9

35 Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens 15

15 Townsend's Warbler Setophaga townsendi 12

4 Hermit Warbler Setophaga occidentalis 3

65 Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla 25

9 Red-faced Warbler Cardellina rubrifrons 4

46 Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus 13

15 Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava 10

24 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 13

111 Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana 31

49 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 21
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13 Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus 9

5 Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 5

232 Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus 35

2 Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea 2

36 Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena 16

HYBRIDS

4 Mallard x Mexican Duck (hybrid) Anas platyrhynchos x diazi 1

1 Broad-billed x Berylline Hummingbird (hybrid) Cynanthus latirostris x Saucerottia beryllina 1

ADDITIONAL TAXA

12 Mallard/Mexican Duck Anas platyrhynchos/diazi 1

3 duck sp. Anatidae (duck sp.) 1
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