Trip Report — Arizona’s Second Spring I 2026

July 25-August 3, 2026 with Chris Benesh & Alex Sundvall

Cave Creek Canyon forms a dramatic gateway into the Chiricahuas as seen from Portal in this
image taken by Chris Benesh.

To borrow a theme from Forest Gump, Arizona’s Second Spring tour is like a
box of chocolates, you never know what you’re going to get. That was
certainly true at times on this tour. While the monsoon had done a good job
of greening up parts of southeast Arizona, the tour happened to fall on a bit
of a heat bubble, with temperatures several degrees above normal. On top of
that, the relative humidity was higher than normal for the area, meaning that
overnight temperatures stayed high. Despite that, we did well with the birds
and other critters over the course of the tour.



The recently re-minted Coppery-tailed Trogon proved elusive for us for much of the tour. We
missed it in the Chiricahuas and Huachucas and had quick flight views in Harshaw Canyon.
Thankfully Madera Canyon came through for us, and we had fantastic views of this male. Photo
by Chris Benesh.

One of the first things noticed on the tour was that Elegant Trogon had gone
missing, replaced by something called Coppery-tailed Trogon. First described
in 1835, the first name given to this species was Coppery-tailed Trogon. This
persisted for decades until 1983 when it was determined that Coppery-
tailed was best considered a subspecies of the Elegant Trogon found much
farther south in Central America. So for much of our birding lives, Arizona
birds have been known as Elegant Trogons. However, some researchers
have recently considered splitting northern birds based on subtle differences
in vocalizations, and in 2025, the Coppery-tailed Trogon was resurrected as a
full species. Elegant Trogon is once again restricted to parts of Central
America. What was perhaps more relevant on this tour was the difficulty we
had tracking one down. It wasn't until the tour was nearing its end that we
really, really connected. Our experience earned this species top spot in our
voting during our final dinner.



The Southwest Research Station was hosting a couple of locally rare hummingbirds including
this stunning male White-eared Hummingbird taken by Donna Pomeroy.

Another highly sought after species on the tour is Montezuma Quail. It is not
always easy to see, and birders can go years between sightings. Fortunately,
we spend a good deal of time in ideal habitat for this species, and fortunately
we had Marsha along who deftly spotted a pair with chicks on our way back
from the George Walker House! Much celebration was had! We had a nice
showing of screech-owls in the Chiricahuas with a pair of Whiskered
Screech-Owls and a Western Screech-Owl. We also got to hear some
Mexican Spotted Owls hooting along South Fork late one evening while we
lit up a couple local species of scorpions with UV lights. Special mention
must be made of the American Barn Owls seen near Willcox first found by
my son’s good friend Jacob shortly before our tour.



Donna also captured this image of a female Berylline Hummingbird at the same feeders.

Hummingbirds were a treat on the tour with each new location seemingly
providing something new. A few slipped through the cracks, but smashing
views of the ones we saw made up for it. Having White-eared and Berylline
hummingbirds coming to the same feeders at SWRS was fantastic. Rick
Taylor came through for us with Lucifer Hummingbird, a species that can be
tricky to track down at times. The impressively big Blue-throated Mountain-
gems and Rivoli's Hummingbirds were a sight too!



This male Lucifer Hummingbird showed nicely for us at a private feeder in Whitetail Canyon.
Photo by Chris Benesh.

Flycatcher and flycatcher-adjacent species played well. A female Rose-
throated Becard was great to see in Harshaw. This species is on another
downward spiral in southern Arizona, its populations fluctuating over the
decades. We connected with four species of kingbird, each of the Myiarchus,
the splendid Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, and the diminutive Buff-breasted
Flycatcher. Greater Roadrunner was an iconic cuckoo to see, but we were
also thrilled to see a couple of Yellow-billed Cuckoos at Lake Pena Blanca.
Hawks presented well too. A trip up Mount Lemmon in the hope of seeing
Short-tailed Hawk paid off quickly with a couple of flyover views. It also
proved a good spot for Red-faced Warbler and the monotypic Olive Warbler.
We had several good Zone-tailed Hawk sightings, and a pair spent the entire
morning screaming high above Miller Canyon during our time there.



When seen in the right light, Varied Bunting lives up to its name, Passerina versicolor. This male
was photographed by Donna Pomeroy.

Another magical moment was during our walk along Santa Gertrudis Lane to
the sloppy bank of the Santa Cruz River. And against all odds, a male Green
Kingfisher appeared and perched in view of our scopes. Fantastic! Other
favorites not already mentioned included the Five-striped Sparrow we
enjoyed in Montosa Canyon, the flashy Painted Redstarts seen in most of the
oak filled canyons, the dainty Black-tailed Gnatcatchers seen on our first
afternoon in the Tucson Mountains, the versicolored Varied Buntings, and the
eye-popping Violet-crowned Hummingbirds at the Paton’s Center for
Hummingbirds. Notably rare from an Arizona perspective was a young
Yellow-crowned Night Heron seen in Willcox, one of very few records in the
state.



Looking a bit like a mini-trogon, this flashy Painted Redstart photographed by Donna Stumpp
was a treat!

Mammals seen on the tour:

Bat (spp.)

Robust Cottontail (Sylvilagus holzneri)

Desert Cottontail (Sylvilagus audubonii)

Black-tailed Jackrabbit (Lepus californicus)

Antelope Jackrabbit (Lepus alleni)

Cliff Chipmunk (Neotamias dorsalis)

Harris's Antelope Squirrel (Ammospermophilus harrisii)
Common Rock Squirrel (Otospermophilus variegatus)
Mexican Fox Squirrel (Sciurus nayaritensis)

Arizona Gray Squirrel (Sciurus arizonensis)

Striped Skunk (Mephitis mephitis)

American Hog-nosed Skunk (Conepatus leuconotus)
Collared Peccary (Dicotyles tajacu)

White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus)



Some other critters seen on the tour:

Western Diamondback Rattlesnake (Crotalus atrox)
American Bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeianus)
Chiricahua Leopard Frog (Lithobates chiricahuensis)
Clark’s Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus clarkii)

Yarrow’s Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus jarrovii)
Chihuanhuan Spotted Whiptail (Aspidoscelis exsanguis)
Sonoran Spotted Whiptail (Aspidoscelis sonorae)
Desert Grassland Whiptail (Aspidoscelis uniparens)
Black Witch (Ascalapha odorata)

Terloo Moth (Proserpinus terlooii)

Cash’s Scorpion (Vaejovis cashi)

Stripe-tailed Scorpion (Paravaejovis spinigerus)
Pseudouroctonus apacheanus

Southern Bee-killer (Mallophora orcina)

See iNaturalist list for a more complete rundown on critters.



Alan Leeds’s shot of this Cliff Chipmunk demonstrates the length they will go to get an acorn.

Thanks to all of you for making this such as easy tour for me and Alex. You
handled the heat well and were troopers throughout. | hope that our paths
cross again and that you stay well and healthy and enjoy bird-rich days.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/555788

You can see my iNaturalist report of non-avian taxa at this link:

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/field-guides-arizona-second-spring-
tour-2026

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/azs26aTRIPLIST.pdf

-- Chris
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Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis
Wood Duck Aix sponsa

Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Mexican Duck Anas diazi

Ruddy Duck Oxyurajamaicensis

Scaled Quail Callipepla squamata

Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii

Montezuma Quail Cyrtonyx montezumae

Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata
Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto *
Inca Dove Columbinainca

Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura

Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx californianus
Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus
Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis

Common Poorwill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii
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Mexican Whip-poor-will Antrostomus arizonae
White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis

Rivoli's Hummingbird Eugenes fulgens
Blue-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis clemenciae
Lucifer Hummingbird Calothorax lucifer
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri
Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna

Calliope Hummingbird Selasphorus calliope
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus
Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus
Broad-billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris
White-eared Hummingbird Basilinna leucotis
Violet-crowned Hummingbird Ramosomyia violiceps
Berylline Hummingbird Saucerottia beryllina
American Coot Fulica americana

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus
American Avocet Recurvirostra americana

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus
Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes

Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus

Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii
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Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla

Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum

Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Green Heron Butorides virescens
Great Egret Ardea alba

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Cooper's Hawk Astur cooperii
Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis
Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus
Gray Hawk Buteo plagiatus
Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis

American Barn Owl Tyto furcata
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Whiskered Screech-Owl Megascops trichopsis
Western Screech-Owl Megascops kennicottii
Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus

Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis
Coppery-tailed Trogon Trogon ambiguus
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana
Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus
Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis
Ladder-backed Woodpecker Dryobates scalaris
Hairy Woodpecker Leuconotopicus villosus
Arizona Woodpecker Leuconotopicus arizonae
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus

Gilded Flicker Colaptes chrysoides

American Kestrel Falco sparverius

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Rose-throated Becard Pachyramphus aglaiae
Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostomaimberbe
Greater Pewee Contopus pertinax

Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus
Western Flycatcher Empidonax difficilis
Buff-breasted Flycatcher Empidonax fulvifrons
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans

Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya
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Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans
Thick-billed Kingbird Tyrannus crassirostris
Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis
Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii

Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni

Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus
Western Warbling Vireo Vireo swainsoni
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus
Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri
Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma woodhouseii
Mexican Jay Aphelocoma wollweberi
Chihuahuan Raven Corvus cryptoleucus
Common Raven Corvus corax

Mountain Chickadee Poecile gambeli
Mexican Chickadee Poecile sclateri
Bridled Titmouse Baeolophus wollweberi

Juniper Titmouse Baeolophus ridgwayi
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28 Verdin Auriparus flaviceps al
5 Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris a2
4 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor il

55 Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina M2
1 Purple Martin Progne subis Wil
3 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis M2

33 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica o
5 Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota il

14 Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus a2

30 White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis W3

11 Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea W3
4 Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis 2
8 Brown Creeper Certhia americana W4
2 Black-tailed Gnatcatcher Polioptila melanura il
4 Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus n2
2 Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus (1l
7 Northern House Wren Troglodytes aedon (K3

31 Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii W18

11 Cactus Wren Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus [18)
3 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris * (1l

25 Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre a4
1 Bendire's Thrasher Toxostoma bendirei Wi
1 Crissal Thrasher Toxostoma crissale il
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Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos
Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis

Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana

American Robin Turdus migratorius
Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens

Olive Warbler Peucedramus taeniatus

House Sparrow Passer domesticus *

House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria
Rufous-winged Sparrow Peucaea carpalis
Botteri's Sparrow Peucaea botterii

Cassin's Sparrow Peucaea cassinii
Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum
Black-chinned Sparrow Spizella atrogularis
Five-striped Sparrow Amphispizopsis quinquestriata
Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata
Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus
Yellow-eyed Junco Junco phaeonotus

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia

Canyon Towhee Melozone fusca

Abert's Towhee Melozone aberti

Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps
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Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens

Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus

Chihuahuan Meadowlark Sturnella lilianae
Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus

Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum

Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus
Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus
Lucy's Warbler Leiothlypis luciae

Virginia's Warbler Leiothlypis virginiae
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas
Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva
Grace's Warbler Setophaga graciae
Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens
Red-faced Warbler Cardellina rubrifrons
Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus

Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana
Flame-colored Tanager Piranga bidentata

Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis
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9 Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus

57 Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus

18 Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea
17 Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena

6 Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor

ADDITIONAL TAXA

4 hummingbird sp. Trochilidae sp.
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