Trip Report — Bhutan 2026

March 28-April 16, 2026 with Jay VanderGaast

While birds are usually our focus, in Bhutan, sometimes the scenery steals the show. Such was
the case at Chelela, where participant Jeanne Tucker captured this spectacular scene of the
surrounding snow-capped mountains.

Arrival in Bhutan always comes with a sense of relief after the overwhelming
chaos of going through Delhi. Touching down in Paro, and stepping off the
plane, it's impossible to not feel the serenity of this mountain kingdom. The
air is crisp and clear, the airport is quaint and calm, and there is little traffic
on the nearby streets. For many, me included, it's like love at first sight
arriving here for the first time. That love affair quickly deepens when you
step out of the airport and find your first Ibisbill nesting on a gravel bar in the
Paro River (Par Chuu) just across the street! Throw in some Brown Dippers,
White-capped and Plumbeous Redstarts, and a Black-tailed Crake or two
just up the road, and Bhutan has you hooked! Yes, this is exactly how our
2026 Bhutan tour started, and over the next 3 weeks, we had many
wonderful moments that showed us why Bhutan is such a special
destination, and one of my current favorite tours to lead!



Our first full day in the country found us heading up one of the highest
passes we were to bird on the trip: Chelela. On our way up, before it even
was light, we enjoyed fine views of an Eurasian Woodcock in the middle of
the road! The main reason for being out so early was in hopes of seeing
pheasants, and we were not disappointed. Before we'd reached the top of
the pass, we'd tallied 5 Kalij Pheasants, half a dozen Himalayan Monals,
including a couple of brilliant males, and a whopping 18 Blood Pheasants!
Up at the pass we added things like Southern Nutcracker, Rufous-vented and
Stripe-throated yuhinas, a surprising number of gorgeous White-throated
Redstarts (usually already gone by this time), White-winged Grosbeak and
Himalayan White-browed Rosefinch. Snow Pigeon and Hodgson's
Treecreeper on the way back down were also great additions before we
drove on towards Thimphu.

Early next morning we were up at another high pass--Dochula. Here we
found a nice assortment of laughingthrushes--Black-faced, Chestnut-
crowned, White-throated, Striated, and a handsome Spotted
Laughingthrush, our only one for the tour. Hoary-throated Barwing, Red-
headed Bullfinch, and both Dark-rumped and Dark-breasted rosefinches
were among the other good finds here, while a few of us also got lucky with
a look at Hill Partridge. Then it was on to the Royal Botanical Park, where
Yellow-browed Tit, Chestnut-crowned Warbler, White-tailed Nuthatch,
Pygmy Flycatcher, and a surprise Chestnut Thrush were among the prizes.
We then headed down to Punakha for a tour of the beautiful dzong to finish
the day.



The striking Blood Pheasant was seen only on our first day on Chelela, but this handsome male
was one of eighteen of them we recorded that morning! Photo by participant Steve Broste.

Birding was excellent in the valleys of the Po Chuu and Puna Tsang Chuu
rivers the following morning. Lingering migrant waterfowl along the rivers
included a lone Bar-headed Goose and some gaudy Mandarin Ducks, while in
the brushy farmland we added things like Rufous Woodpecker, Rusty-
cheeked Scimitar-Babbler, Crested Bunting, and migrants like Thick-billed
and Lemon-rumped Warblers and a pair of Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantails.
Cynthia spotting a family of Eurasian Otters chowing down on a large fish
was an unexpected bonus! In the afternoon we visited another high elevation
pass, Pelela, picking up a few new things--Himalayan Griffon, Chestnut-
tailed Minla, Whistler's Warbler, before dropping into the Phobjika valley to
track down a late pair of Black-necked Cranes, a species that is usually gone
by now. A return visit to Pelela the next morning netted us a few more ticks,
including Crimson-browed Finch, a brief Fire-tailed Myzornis, a scarce Brown
Bullfinch, and some flighty Fire-tailed Sunbirds before we carried on to



Trongsa for a cultural tour of another of Bhutan's most famous Buddhist
dzongs.

After a night in Trongsa, we headed for lower elevations, dropping first into
the Zhemgang region for our first night of camping at Tingtibi. New species
along the way included several Little Forktails and a Chestnut-bellied Rock-
Thrush at a roadside waterfall, handsome Ultramarine Flycatchers, an
unexpected Orange-headed Thrush, and the first of many showy Scarlet
Minivets. Exploring near camp the next morning, we were extremely
fortunate to get good looks at a pair of Bhutan's rarest bird, the Critically
Endangered White-bellied Heron! Other good finds near camp included a
White-browed Scimitar-Babbler constructing a nest, a big group of Rufous-
necked Laughingthrushes, spectacular Great Hornbills, and Asian Fairy-
Bluebird. Also in this region, we enjoyed several wonderful encounters with
the marquee mammal here, the beautiful Golden Langur! From Tingtibi, we
dropped even further in elevation to the town of Panbang, gateway to Royal
Manas National Park. The mixed scrub around our lodging offered up a nice
mix of lower foothill species, including our only Wreathed Hornbills for the
tour, plus Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, stunning Sultan Tits, lots of Pin-
striped Tit-Babblers, Common Hill Myna, Yellow-vented Flowerpecker, and
Golden-fronted Leafbird.



In many parts of the country, the calls of barbets--Great, Blue-throated, Golden-throated--are a
constant part of the mountain soundscape. Inevitably, a few offer up some good views, as the
Golden-throated Barbet in this photo did for participant Steve Broste.

Birding at Royal Manas National Park, despite the wonderful tall forests, can
be a bit underwhelming, but our morning there turned out pretty well, with
species like Collared and Asian Barred owlets, Red-headed Trogon, Crested
Serpent-Eagle, Maroon Oriole, Chestnut-headed Tesia, White-rumped
Shama, and Large Woodshrike being among the highlights. Another was a
gorgeous Rufous-bellied Eagle that flew towards the bus at eye levell We
then continued on our way toward the small town of Nganglam, with some
time spent birding an area we would return to the next morning. Birds were
lively here in the last couple of hours of daylight, and species like Gray-
headed Woodpecker, gaudy Long-tailed Broadbills, Long-tailed Sibia, and
Dark-sided Flycatcher whetted our appetites for the following day. Sadly, the
next morning featured unsettled weather and intermittent rain, somewhat
dampening bird activity. But we persevered, and still saw some great birds
including Himalayan Cuckoo, the magnificent Rufous-necked Hornbill,
Greater Yellownape, the local Rufous-faced Warbler, Blue-winged Minla, a



big flock of gorgeous Silver-eared Mesias, Small Niltava, and Pale Blue
Flycatcher, among others. A mammalian bonus was a pair of Yellow-throated
Martens that dashed across the road while we ate our picnic breakfast!

Heading on from Nganglam the next day, we had a great morning of birding
along the road leading north. Dense stands of bamboo offered up bamboo
specialists like Yellow-bellied Warbler, White-hooded Babbler (with
fledglings), and the often difficult Pale-headed Woodpecker. A female Indian
Paradise-Flycatcher was an unexpected bonus, and Lesser Yellownape and
Common Green-Magpie were other nice finds in the forest, while Slaty-
backed Forktail and Crested Kingfisher entertained us along the river and
Crested Goshawk and Mountain Hawk-Eagle soared overhead.
Unfortunately, things were about to get a bit messy, as we learned we were
soon to run into a series of road closures that would hinder our activities over
the next few days. That afternoon, we were only stuck at the first one for 20-
30 minutes, but weren't so lucky at the second, having to spend several
hours waiting for the road to reopen. But we made the best of it, tracking
down a grumpy-looking Tawny Fish-Owl along a nearby river, and picking up
an early Gray-bellied Cuckoo right at the roadblock! My initial plan had been
to drive the last stretch of road to Sengor Camp in the last hour of daylight,
looking for Satyr Tragopans, but the road closure caused us to not get to the
right area until well after dark.



Bhutan has several species of parrotbills, most of which are quite local, and/or nomadic, and
often some luck is required to catch up with them. It took until nearly our final day before we got
lucky with White-breasted Parrotbill, when we finally came across a small flock near Morong
Camp. Photograph by participant Jeanne Tucker.

After a comfortable (though a bit chilly) night of camping at Sengor, we rose
early to try to make up for the foiled tragopan attempt the previous day. It
took some time, but eventually we were successful, getting fine views of 3
different birds, two of which were definitely female, the 3rd possibly a male,
though the dense fog by this time made it impossible to tell. There were
plenty of other birds to hold our attention, too, including Darjeeling
Woodpecker, Black-eared Shrike-Babbler, Black-throated Tit, and a
wonderfully cooperative pair of Slender-billed Scimitar-Babblers, before we
had to move on to avoid being stuck at another roadblock for the remainder
of the afternoon. Once clear of the closure, we worked the road closer to
Yongkola, picking up new species like Rusty-fronted Barwing and Gray-
cheeked Warbler, while loudly calling Rufous-throated Wren-Babblers
stayed stubbornly out of sight. We spent the final hour of the day along the
Tsamang Road, where bird activity was sparse but we enjoyed one of the
most memorable moments of the tour when a pair of huge Bhutan Giant
Flying-Squirrels scampered up a nearby tree trunk, then launched out over
the road, gliding nearly over our heads a couple of times! Wow, what a thrill



that was, and Nancy even managed to get a decent video of one of the
flights!

After another night of camping, we spent some time along the lower part of
the main road again for a very birdy couple of hours before breakfast, tallying
things like Gray-chinned Minivet, White-browed Shrike-Babbler, charming
Black-faced Warblers, Bhutan Laughingthrush, Red-tailed Minla, and a huge
flock (80+ birds!) of Gray-headed Parrotbills! After breakfast we returned to
the Tsamang Road where we tracked down just a few new species--Slaty-
bellied Tesia, Sikkim Treecreeper, and a striking pair of Spotted Forktails,
with our main quarry, Beautiful Nuthatch, calling, but never showing itself.
Then it was back on the road to beat yet another scheduled road closure. A
stunning Black Eagle soaring in the valley below the road was a nice reward
for our early departure! Once beyond the roadblock, we were able to take
our time birding the roadside, picking up Slender-billed Oriole, Himalayan
Prinia, Himalayan Bulbul, and a decent-sized flock of Yellow-breasted
Greenfinches on our way up to Mongar. Finishing the day on the hotel
grounds, we tallied a surprising number of species for the limited area,
including a flock of sneaky Red-billed Leiothrix that eventually showed well
for all.



Scimitar-babblers can be shy, sneaky, and downright frustrating to see, but we did incredibly
well this trip, getting fantastic views of all 5 possible species, including my personal favorite, the
Slender-billed Scimitar-Babbler shown in this great portrait by participant Steve Broste.

Next morning found us heading up yet another mountain pass, Korila. On the
way out of town we stopped for some nice studies of a large colony of Nepal
House-Martins. Then a series of stops as we climbed up the pass rewarded
us with fine views of the gorgeous Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, as well as
Crimson-naped Woodpecker, Speckled Wood-Pigeons, Gray-winged
Blackbird, and more. The next several hours were spent up around the top,
where there was plenty of bird activity, but only a few new species, some of
which stayed out of sight (talking about you, Lesser Shortwing!) Among the
new ones that did show were a pair of Gray-sided Laughingthrushes, another
Fire-tailed Myzornis (a catch-up for some), and a stonking male Golden
Bush-Robin, though our time with him was cut short when we heard the
calls of our main quarry, a Ward's Trogon! We quickly headed down towards
the calls, only to find a group of photographers playing a recording of the
trogon, trying to lure it in. We did hear the trogon as well, though it remained
well out of reach, and from what | gather, never did show up for the



photographers, despite a prolonged effort. As for us, we had another
roadblock (the last, thankfully) to bypass, so on we went. By the end of the
afternoon, we'd reached our destination above Trashigang with enough time
to spend some time birding the region, adding Green-billed Malkoha, Bar-
winged Flycatcher-Shrike, and our first looks at White-crested
Laughingthrush after much vocal teasing over the preceding week.

The next morning started strong when we came across a Collared Scops-
Owl sitting in the middle of the hotel's entrance road in the predawn gloom.
Further along, we stopped at the entrance to the Bhutan Glory Trail and
enjoyed an hour and a half of good birding highlighted by my first-ever
perched Besra (all previous ones being soaring birds), our first cooperative
Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler, and a surprise Maroon-backed Accentor.
Another fun moment came from a rather drab bird. I'd spotted a silent bush-
warbler skulking nearby, and wanting to try to identify it, | played a recording
of the most likely candidate, Brownish-flanked Bush-Warbler. The bird
confirmed its identity by flying right at me and landing on my tripod leg! Our
next goal was to try to track down Brown-throated Fulvetta, without any
solid information on where exactly to look for this rather recent addition to
the Bhutan list (it isn't even included in the field guidel). It took a few tries,
but we eventually did get nice looks at a pair with a mixed flock, with Green
Shrike-Babbler another nice find during our fulvetta quest! Further along, we
stopped for some good looks at Yellow-rumped Honeyguide near a Giant
Rock Bee hive, then got wonderful views of our only pair of gorgeous
Himalayan Cutias for the tour! Rain kept us on the bus for much of the
afternoon, and we arrived at our final camp at Morong near dusk, then went
to sleep to the loud cries of Large Hawk-Cuckoo and a distant tooting
Mountain Scops-Owl.



Common in the higher passes, Hoary-throated Barwing is often delightfully confiding. Its
distinctive song and quirky charm always make it a fan favourite. Participant Nancy Hoffman
captured this super portrait of one of the many we encountered.

Things were hopping near camp the next morning, though some of the early
birds were frustrating, with both Scaly-breasted Cupwing and Red-faced
Liocichla coming in very close without giving us even a hint of a look. But we
pushed on, and eventually were rewarded with super looks at Golden
Babbler, Black-crowned Scimitar-Babbler, Yellow-throated Fulvetta, and a
small group of beautiful Gold-naped Finches. Below camp, we had more
good activity, highlighted by a half a dozen White-breasted Parrotbills
feeding in some roadside bamboo. Lower down, a visit to Powerhouse Road
netted us great studies of a tiny Speckled Piculet working hard on a nest hole
and several Rufescent Prinias is the scrubby clearings, before we dropped to
the foot of the Himalayas and our final hotel in the border town of Samdrup
Jongkhar.

Our final day of birding started out with a stop at the bridge over the small
river running through town, where we padded our list with some widespread



lowland species: White-breasted Waterhen, Little Cormorant, and Indian
Pond-Heron, with a lone Indian Pied Starling in nearby flowering tree. We
then worked our way up into the foothills, scanning the river when possible
for Blyth's Kingfisher and Black-backed Forktail. While the kingfisher was a
no-show, Jeanne spotted us a distant forktail which gave decent scope views.
New species were tough to come by through the rest of the morning, until
we made a return visit to Powerhouse Road. Here we added our first good
looks at Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo, our first look at Blue-eared Barbet,
which we'd heard a few times before, and capped things off with a pair of
Fulvous-breasted Woodpeckers before making the return to the hotel to
repack for tomorrow's departure. A few of us did do a walk around town in
the late afternoon, adding a surprising number of new trip birds, all
widespread Asian lowland species, including Spotted Owlet, Coppersmith
and Lineated barbets, Black-hooded Oriole, Asian Tit, Dusky Warbler, and
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker. Not a bad finish!

Gee's Golden Langur has a very restricted range, found only in central Bhutan and Western
Assam in India. While we saw them on just 2 days in the Zhemgang region, we encountered
numerous groups. Participant Jeanne Tucker snapped this lovely photo of a mother and young
baby between Trongsa and Tingtibi.



With 330+ species on the final trip list, there was not much consensus as to
what the top birds of the tour were; 15 species occupied the 21 slots in your
rankings! That said, there was one clear winner as bird of the trip, the
spectacular Himalayan Monal. Tawny Fish-Owl was a distant second, then
there was a cluster of species tied for third place: Himalayan Cutia, Silver-
eared Mesia, Whiskered Yuhina, Mrs Gould's Sunbird, and Fire-tailed
Myzornis.

Despite the challenges presented by the road blocks, overall the tour was a
success, and a lot of credit for this goes to our wonderful Bhutanese crew.
Driver Nado not only negotiated the sometimes daunting roads with skill and
finesse, getting us around safely, but also spotted a bunch of birds while
doing so. Local guide Wangda offered plenty of insight into Bhutan's
Buddhist culture during the tours of the incredible dzongs, but also provided
loads of information about the daily lives of Bhutanese people. And he
spotted some great birds as welll And our awesome camp crew, who were
responsible for setting up/taking down camps and breakfast and lunch stops
and providing us with 2 (sometimes 3) fantastic meals each day, while taking
into account (and remembering!) the various dietary restrictions of everyone
on board, all with big smiles and good humor, deserves a ton of credit. It
would not have been the super experience it was without all their

efforts! And | also want to thank each of you for joining me on this
adventure. It was a true pleasure getting to know you all, and | hope our
paths will cross on another tour sometime soon!



While there are plenty of similar-looking leaf-warblers to challenge your identification skills,
Bhutan also holds a number of more distinctive species, one such being the charming Black-
faced Warbler, seen here in this gorgeous shot by participant Steve Broste.

In addition to the birds, we also saw the following mammals:

Assamese Macaque (Macaca assamensis): Common in many upland areas
from Tingtibi onwards.

Rhesus Macaque (Macaca mulatta): A few were in the lower foothills near
Samdrup Jongkhar.

Golden Langur (Trachypithecus geei): Only seen on two days in the Tingtibi
region, but we had several nice encounters.

Capped Langur (Trachypithecus pileatus): Regularly seen from Royal Manas
NP through to tour's end.

Nepal Sacred Langur (Semnopithecus schistaceus): One group feeding on the
side of the highway as we drove up to Pelela.

Royle's Pika (Ochotona roylii): Several at Chelela and Pelela were probably
all this species, the most numerous species (of 5 pikas) in Bhutan.

Bhutan Giant Flying-Squirrel (Petaurista nobilis): An incredible encounter



with a pair of these humongous squirrels at dusk along the Tsamang Road,
gliding almost right overhead several times.

Black Giant Squirrel (Ratufa bicolor): Singles of this monster were near
Tingtibi and Nganglam.

Irawaddy Squirrel (Callosciurus pygerythrus): The most commonly
encountered normal-sized squirrel.

Himalayan Striped Squirrel (Tamiops mcclellandii): Several sightings of these
tiny chipmunk-Llike squirrels throughout the tour.

Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel (Dremomys lokriah): Small numbers daily
from Nganglam through to Morong Camp.

Yellow-throated Marten (Martes flavigula): Five sightings over three days
from Tingtibi to Nganglam. These large, handsome weasels are often in
pairs, which allowed Nancy to snap a photo of the 2nd one during breakfast
at Nganglam.

Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra): A family of 4 were devouring a large fish along
the Po Chhu, well-spotted by Cynthia!l

Small Indian Mongoose (Urva auropunctata): Jeanne and | saw one along the
river at Samdrup Jongkhar.

Northern Red Muntjac (Muntiacus vaginalis): Aka Barking Deer. Heard on
several days, and we saw one near our breakfast spot near the Yonphula
Airport.

We also had a couple of reptiles:

Common House Gecko (Hemidactylus frenatus): around the Panang camp
and the Nganglam hotel.

Oriental Garden Lizard (Calotes versicolor): Several in the Tingtibi/Panbang
region, and quite a few more around SJ, where several folks finally caught up
with it.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055



You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/bhu26TRIPLIST.pdf

-- Jay
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Blood Pheasant Ithaginis cruentus

Satyr Tragopan Tragopan satyra

Himalayan Monal Lophophorus impejanus

Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos

Gray Peacock-Pheasant Polyplectron bicalcaratum
Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus

Rock Pigeon Columballivia *

Snow Pigeon Columba leuconota

Speckled Wood-Pigeon Columba hodgsonii
Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopelia orientalis
Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis

Barred Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia unchall
Asian Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica
Pin-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron apicauda
Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron sphenurus
Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia
Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus

Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii

Gray-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus @ @
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Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris @
Large Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides
Himalayan Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Gray Nightjar Caprimulgus jotaka

Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus brevirostris

Blyth's Swift Apus leuconyx

House Swift Apus nipalensis

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus
Black-tailed Crake Zapornia bicolor

Black-necked Crane Grus nigricollis @

Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha struthersii

Little Ringed Plover Thinornis dubius

River Lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii

Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus

Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Pallas's Gull Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055
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Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Little Egret Egretta garzetta

Little Heron Butorides atricapilla

Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii
White-bellied Heron Ardea insignis

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus

Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis
Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela
Mountain Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nipalensis
Rufous-bellied Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis

Crested Goshawk Lophospiza trivirgata
Besra Tachyspiza virgata @

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Black Kite Milvus migrans

Himalayan Buzzard Buteo refectus

Mountain Scops-Owl Otus spilocephalus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055
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1 Collared Scops-Owl Otus lettia 1l
2 Tawny Fish-Owl Ketupa flavipes N2 all
10 Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides W7
7 Collared Owlet Taenioptynx brodiei [1K3)
1 Spotted Owlet Athene brama M2l
3 Red-headed Trogon Harpactes erythrocephalus 2
1 Ward's Trogon Harpactes wardi (1l
15 Common Hoopoe Upupa epops a8
10 Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis [119)
7 Rufous-necked Hornbill Aceros nipalensis M1 @3
5 Wreathed Hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus 1R
1 Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni 1R
2 Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti 1R
2 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis (1l
14 White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis (14
4 Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris 03
3 Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus 02
5 Blue-eared Barbet Psilopogon cyanotis a5
86 Great Barbet Psilopogon virens il 32
4 Lineated Barbet Psilopogon lineatus i3
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Golden-throated Barbet Psilopogon franklinii
Blue-throated Barbet Psilopogon asiaticus
Yellow-rumped Honeyguide Indicator xanthonotus
Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus

Gray-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus canicapillus
Rufous-bellied Woodpecker Dendrocopos hyperythrus
Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker Dendrocopos macei
Darjeeling Woodpecker Dendrocopos darjellensis
Crimson-naped Woodpecker Dryobates cathpharius @
Bay Woodpecker Blythipicus pyrrhotis

Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus
Pale-headed Woodpecker Gecinulus grantia @

Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus

Gray-headed Woodpecker Picus canus

Greater Yellownape Chrysophlegma flavinucha
Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae
Gray-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris

Short-billed Minivet Pericrocotus brevirostris

Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055
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Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus
Black-winged Cuckooshrike Lalage melaschistos
White-browed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius aeralatus
Green Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius xanthochlorus
Black-eared Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius melanotis
White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca
Slender-billed Oriole Oriolus tenuirostris
Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus

Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii @

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus

Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis virgatus
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus
Common lora Aegithina tiphia

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus

Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus remifer
Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea

https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055
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Indian Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach

Gray-backed Shrike Lanius tephronotus

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius

Yellow-billed Blue-Magpie Urocissa flavirostris
Common Green-Magpie Cissa chinensis

Gray Treepie Dendrocitta formosae

Black-rumped Magpie Pica bottanensis

Southern Nutcracker Nucifraga hemispila

Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax

House Crow Corvus splendens

Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos
Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantail Chelidorhynx hypoxanthus
Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis
Yellow-browed Tit Sylviparus modestus

Sultan Tit Melanochlora sultanea

Coal Tit Periparus ater

Rufous-vented Tit Periparus rubidiventris

Gray-crested Tit Lophophanes dichrous

https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055
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Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus

Asian Tit Parus cinereus

Yellow-cheeked Tit Machlolophus spilonotus

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius

Himalayan Prinia Prinia crinigera

Black-throated Prinia Prinia atrogularis

Rufescent Prinia Prinia rufescens

Thick-billed Warbler Arundinax aedon

Scaly-breasted Cupwing Pnoepyga albiventer @

Pygmy Cupwing Pnoepyga pusilla

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Nepal House-Martin Delichon nipalense

Eastern Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica

White-throated Bulbul Alophoixus flaveolus

Striated Bulbul Alcurus striatus

Ashy Bulbul Hemixos flavala

Mountain Bulbul Ixos mcclellandii

Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus

Black-crested Bulbul Rubigula flaviventris

Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055

ml 25

mll

W3

W 21

W3

W4

w2

ml

ml

ml2

ml2

W3

WS

W7

w3

w7

W2

ul 25

o

W7

10/20


https://ebird.org/species/grbtit1
https://ebird.org/species/cintit13
https://ebird.org/species/yectit1
https://ebird.org/species/comtai1
https://ebird.org/species/strpri2
https://ebird.org/species/hilpri1
https://ebird.org/species/rufpri1
https://ebird.org/species/thbwar1
https://ebird.org/species/scbcup3
https://ebird.org/species/pywbab1
https://ebird.org/species/barswa
https://ebird.org/species/nephom1
https://ebird.org/species/y00621
https://ebird.org/species/whtbul1
https://ebird.org/species/strbul2
https://ebird.org/species/ashbul1
https://ebird.org/species/moubul2
https://ebird.org/species/blabul1
https://ebird.org/species/blcbul2
https://ebird.org/species/rewbul
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1783964420666.1783967509040.651&__hssc=60209138.1.1783967509040&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1783964420666.1783967509040.651&__hssc=60209138.1.1783967509040&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

7/13/26,1:31 PM

317

17

16

12

16

11

47

16

67

Field Guides Birding Tours--Bhutan 2026 (with Jay VanderGaast) - eBird Trip Report

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer

Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys
Ashy-throated Warbler Phylloscopus maculipennis
Buff-barred Warbler Phylloscopus pulcher
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
Hume's Warbler Phylloscopus humei
Lemon-rumped Warbler Phylloscopus chloronotus
Tickell's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus affinis

Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus
White-spectacled Warbler Phylloscopus intermedius
Gray-cheeked Warbler Phylloscopus poliogenys
Whistler's Warbler Phylloscopus whistleri
Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris
Chestnut-crowned Warbler Phylloscopus castaniceps
Yellow-vented Warbler Phylloscopus cantator
Blyth's Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides
Gray-hooded Warbler Phylloscopus xanthoschistos
Slaty-bellied Tesia Tesia olivea

Gray-sided Bush Warbler Cettia brunnifrons

Chestnut-headed Tesia Cettia castaneocoronata

https://ebird.org/tripreport/504055
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4 Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris il
6 Rufous-faced Warbler Abroscopus albogularis a2
27 Black-faced Warbler Abroscopus schisticeps a6
1 Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cucullatus 1R
23 Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler Horornis fortipes 1RA
18 Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus @8
2 Black-browed Tit Aegithalos iouschistos 1R
2 Fire-tailed Myzornis Myzornis pyrrhoura a2

1 Golden-breasted Fulvetta Lioparus chrysotis 1R
4 Brown-throated Fulvetta Fulvetta ludlowi @ il
44 White-browed Fulvetta Fulvetta vinipectus o
94 Gray-headed Parrotbill Paradoxornis gularis 03
6 White-breasted Parrotbill Paradoxornis ruficeps 1R
91 Striated Yuhina Staphida castaniceps (K3
44 Black-chinned Yuhina Yuhina nigrimenta a6
109 Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis al18
16 White-naped Yuhina Yuhina bakeri a4
19 Stripe-throated Yuhina Yuhina gularis P2 @6
54 Rufous-vented Yuhina Yuhina occipitalis o
79 Indian White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus al18
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29 Pin-striped Tit-Babbler Mixornis gularis (174
9 Golden Babbler Cyanoderma chrysaeum o
27 Rufous-capped Babbler Cyanoderma ruficeps 02
5 Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler Spelaeornis caudatus @ il
4 Black-crowned Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus ferruginosus @ a2
2 Slender-billed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus superciliaris @& N2 @l
10 Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus ruficollis a5
7 White-browed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticeps i3
24 Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler Erythrogenys erythrogenys a2
16 Gray-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps (14
4 White-hooded Babbler Gampsorhynchus rufulus il
3 Yellow-throated Fulvetta Schoeniparus cinereus il
15 Rufous-winged Fulvetta Schoeniparus castaneceps (14
3 Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps a2
13 Nepal Fulvetta Alcippe nipalensis 4
28 Striated Laughingthrush Grammatoptila striata o
2 Himalayan Cutia Cutia nipalensis 1l
2 Blue-winged Laughingthrush Trochalopteron squamatum 1l
16 Bhutan Laughingthrush Trochalopteron imbricatum a3
34 Black-faced Laughingthrush Trochalopteron affine @ P2 @8
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7 Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush Trochalopteron erythrocephalum 05
10 Long-tailed Sibia Heterophasia picaoides 2
99 Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata il 27
16 Hoary-throated Barwing Actinodura nipalensis P2 @6
26 Blue-winged Minla Actinodura cyanouroptera (K3
26 Chestnut-tailed Minla Actinodura strigula o
23 Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni [ 1)
14 Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea w2
41 Silver-eared Mesia Leiothrix argentauris a6

11 Red-tailed Minla Minla ignotincta a5

6 Rufous-backed Sibia Leioptila annectens 2

2 Red-faced Liocichla Liocichla phoenicea 1R
20 White-crested Laughingthrush Garrulax leucolophus @10

1 Spotted Laughingthrush Ianthocincla ocellata (1l
37 Rufous-necked Laughingthrush Pterorhinus ruficollis 7

8 Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush Pterorhinus pectoralis 02

107 White-throated Laughingthrush Pterorhinus albogularis 0o

3 Gray-sided Laughingthrush Pterorhinus caerulatus @ 02

2 Beautiful Nuthatch Sitta formosa 2
18 White-tailed Nuthatch Sitta himalayensis (1K
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Hodgson's Treecreeper Certhia hodgsoni
Sikkim Treecreeper Certhia discolor
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Brown Dipper Cinclus pallasii

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa

Indian Pied Starling Gracupica contra
Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis

Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus
Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina
Gray-winged Blackbird Turdus boulboul @
White-collared Blackbird Turdus albocinctus
Chestnut Thrush Turdus rubrocanus
Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis
White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus
Large Niltava Niltava grandis

Small Niltava Niltava macgrigoriae

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus
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1 White-gorgeted Flycatcher Anthipes monileger
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Pale Blue Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor
Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides
Lesser Shortwing Brachypteryx leucophris

Blue Whistling-Thrush Myophonus caeruleus
Little Forktail Enicurus scouleri @

Spotted Forktail Enicurus maculatus
Black-backed Forktail Enicurus immaculatus
Slaty-backed Forktail Enicurus schistaceus
White-tailed Robin Myiomela leucura
Himalayan Bluetail Tarsiger rufilatus

Golden Bush-Robin Tarsiger chrysaeus
Slaty-blue Flycatcher Ficedula tricolor

Pygmy Flycatcher Ficedula hodgsoni
Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata
Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni
Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris
Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla
Blue-fronted Redstart Phoenicurus frontalis

Plumbeous Redstart Phoenicurus fuliginosus
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White-capped Redstart Phoenicurus leucocephalus

Hodgson's Redstart Phoenicurus hodgsoni

White-throated Redstart Phoenicurus schisticeps

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros

Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush Monticola rufiventris

Blue-capped Rock-Thrush Monticola cinclorhyncha

Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius

Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus

Gray Bushchat Saxicola ferreus

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Pachyglossa chrysorrhea

Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeum minullum

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum

Fire-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga ignicauda

Black-throated Sunbird Aethopyga saturata

Mrs. Gould's Sunbird Aethopyga gouldiae

Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja

Streaked Spiderhunter Arachnothera magna

Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella
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Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons
Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii
Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata
White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata
Rufous-breasted Accentor Prunella strophiata
Maroon-backed Accentor Prunellaimmaculata @
House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Russet Sparrow Passer cinnamomeus

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis @
White Wagtail Motacilla alba

Rosy Pipit Anthus roseatus

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni

White-winged Grosbeak Mycerobas carnipes
Dark-rumped Rosefinch Carpodacus edwardsii
Crimson-browed Finch Carpodacus subhimachalus
Himalayan White-browed Rosefinch Carpodacus thura
Brown Bullfinch Pyrrhula nipalensis @

Red-headed Bullfinch Pyrrhula erythrocephala
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5 Gold-naped Finch Pyrrhoplectes epauletta @ RN3ml

9 Dark-breasted Rosefinch Procarduelis nipalensis @ a4
231 Plain Mountain Finch Leucosticte nemoricola [113)
20 Yellow-breasted Greenfinch Chloris spinoides N2l
30 Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra Wi
1 Crested Bunting Emberiza lathami (1l

3 Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla (1l

ADDITIONAL TAXA

1 imperial-pigeon sp. Ducula sp. 1R

1 Cuculus sp. Cuculus sp. (1l

2 cormorant sp. Phalacrocoracidae sp. (1

1 Accipitrine hawk sp. (former Accipiter sp.) SR

Aerospiza/Tachyspiza/Accipiter/Astur sp.

1 hawk sp. Accipitridae sp. (hawk sp.) il
3 woodpecker sp. Picidae sp. 2
1 falconsp. Falco sp. ml
5 diurnal raptor sp. Accipitriformes/Falconiformes sp. 2
3 minivet sp. (red minivet sp.) Pericrocotus sp. (red minivet sp.) 2
8 Yellow-browed/Hume's Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus/humei 1R
2 Green-crowned/Whistler's Warbler Phylloscopus burkii/whistleri a2
2 Phylloscopus sp. Phylloscopus sp. 1R
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8 Lesser/Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush
Garrulax monileger/Pterorhinus pectoralis

1 Pachyglossa/Dicaeum sp. Pachyglossa/Dicaeum sp.
1 sunbird sp. Nectariniidae sp. (sunbird sp.)

1 passerine sp. Passeriformes sp.
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