Trip Report — Borneo 1 2025

April 1-18, 2025 with Doug Gochfeld

Bornean Pygmy Elephants are going to be a highlight of any tour that encounters
them, no matter the context. This year's tour, however, had an atypically special
experience with them. We watched them feed and cavort on the water's edge for a
long time (seen here), before they finally decided that it was time to cross (photo in
slideshow), giving us some remarkable insight into their day-to-day lives in this watery
landscape. Photo by guide Doug Gochfeld.

The word “Borneo” evokes thoughts of untamed jungle and bountiful tropical
wildlife. The reality of the island is more complex, with three different
nations holding sway on different parts of the huge island (the third largest
in the world), and different attitudes and policies towards nature and wildlife.
Sabah is the smaller of the two Malaysian states on the island, and it is also
the most nature-forward. The landscape is a mosaic of settled areas, vast oil
palm plantations, and a lot of forested habitat which is protected to various



degrees, from being untouched, to allowing certain levels of logging. This
year’s tour ran our classic, time-tested route from the Kinabatangan River,
and then Danum Valley in the lowlands up to Mt. Kinabalu in the north. And,
as usual, it proved to be an unforgettable adventure through some of the
richest rainforests in Southeast Asia.

Starting off with some light birding around our comfortable lodge in
Sandakan, we quickly graduated to bird the extensive forest at the nearby
Rainforest Discovery Center, where we were able to enjoy a treetop view of
the action thanks to their multiple canopy towers. Weather and other factors
beyond our control dictate how active this spot is, and the prior day, when |
visited on my own, it was fairly quiet. Twenty-four hours later, however,
things were quite different! Whatever the confluence of conditions were
during our group visit, they were really working for us, and I'll sign up for
them every time! We had steady activity for most of our visit, with the
reliable standouts like Black-and-yellow Broadbill and Rhinoceros Hornbill
(the latter of which we never got tired of, no matter how often we
encountered them) playing a side show to a family of Bornean Gibbons
singing away in full view (a common sound, but a rare sight!), while Bornean
Black Magpies clambered through the impressive tropical trees around us. As
the morning progressed, and things grew quieter, we began to focus on
individual species, and we finished off the trail birding with a great trifecta: of
a ridiculously confiding Sabah Partridge, a Rufous-backed Dwarf-Kingfisher,
and then, as we stopped for some cool refreshments, somebody pointed out
a Bornean Keeled Pit Viper resting on a nearby plant.



Whatever process designed Black-and-yellow Broadbills didn't spare any expense,
nor leave anything on the table. We had a fantastic experience with a pair on our very
first morning in the country, at the RDC. Photo by guide Doug Gochfeld.

On our way in, first thing in the morning, we had noticed a fantastic fruiting
ficus tree over the parking lot, with plenty of bird activity. Once we finished
with our birding loop through the forest, we spent some time standing (or
sitting) under the tree, watching the madcap comings and goings of barbets,
bulbuls, doves, and more, at our leisure. We even had brief looks at a pair of
Bornean-endemic Dusky Munia.

Now fully in the rhythm of Bornean birding, we got out of the midday sun for
our lunch munch, and then got into the bus for our drive to Gomantong
Caves. We did a little bit of birding over the entrance road, before we headed
down the trail and into the cave proper. The air over the cave entrance was
filled with swiftlets, and we took a short walk on the cave’s boardwalk trail
to view the nests of some of the thousands of Edible-nest Swiftlets (of three
species: Black-nest, White-nest, and Mossy-nest) that call the cave home.



After satisfying ourselves that we had seen all three species (by virtue of
seeing them on their black, white, and mossy nests), we retreated to the
mouth of the cave in anticipation of the other major biomass event that
makes the cave famous: the exodus of bats. On this visit, though, the sky
seemed to be threatening rain, and instead of funneling out of the roof of the
cave, as is often the case, the bats poured out of the bottom entrance(s) of
the cave, which happened to be right in front of where we were standing! We
were amused by the ungainly hornbills which were perched on vines (how
did they even hold their weight) opportunistically looking for opportunities to
snag one of these bats, but for the most part, the bats seemed to escape the
cave unscathed.

Rafflesia are the largest flower in the world, and they also have one of the most
bizarre and unlikely life cycles. Every flower is perhaps years in the making, from a
seed being taken from its ancestor (perhaps a squirrel or treeshrew), and eventually
embedded in a liana vine. Then, a months-long period of growth gives way to just a
few days of flowering. That any make it all the way through is a miracle. Photo by
participant Russ Cole.



Our next few days would be spent at our comfortable lodge along the
Kinabatangan River, which, during this year’s visit, was quite high (especially
for “dry” season). Water levels fundamentally affect some of the fauna
opportunities along the river, so it wasn't a visit for cats, pittas (though we
saw a couple), or ground-cuckoos. It was, however, a delightful few days,
and the wildlife encounters really ramped up once we got here. Our two trips
a day (and three when the weather allowed for a night ride) provided
highlights upon highlights, and every outing brought something new. We
had multiple encounters with groups of the bizarre-looking Proboscis
Monkey, two species each of macaque and langur, both Common Palm, and
Small-toothed civets, Large Flying Fox, a Slow Loris, and our first (but not
last) Orangutans. We even got to see a Sunda Colugo trying to blend in to its
day roost, thanks to the sharp-eyed spotting of Ramsa. Our most enrapturing
mammal sighting, however, was our time with the troop of Bornean Pygmy
Elephants. Most of the herd was on one side of the river, foraging in the
water and at the water’s edge, but we got word that a couple had already
crossed the river. So we waited, and eventually were left speechless as the
herd swam, in a few batches, across this large river, trunks raised like
snorkels. Watching this fascinating scene unfold was pure magic, and was
one of the indelible memories from our couple of weeks on this wild island.

And | haven’t even mentioned the birds yet! Blue-eared Kingfishers zipped
across the river in front of us, while their larger Stork-billed cousins abided
the boats a little better as they broadcast their presence from high in
waterside trees. We even ran into the scarcer and patchily distributed Ruddy
Kingfisher here, though it wasn’t as cooperative — it did a lot of talking, but
not much sitting still in view. Black-and-Red Broadbills, usually right around
their penduline nests hanging dangerously out over the river, were a staple
of our daytimes, while nocturnal avian highlights were Yellow Bittern, and
Buffy Fish-Owl. During our time on the river, we also saw White-crowned
Hornbill, and even Bat Falcons hanging around a nest! The river treated us
right, despite how rich in water it was during our visit.



Borneo is about way more than birds and charismatic mammals. It has some of the
best biodiversity on the planet, including some extremely striking animals. Here is a
collage of several of the Reptiles and Amphibians we encountered on this tour.
Clockwise from top left: Horsfield's Flying Gecko, Bornean Forest Dragon, Horned
(Bartlett's) Flying Dragon, Bornean Keeled Pit Viper, Dog-toothed Cat Snake,
Mocquard's Eyebrow Lizard, and in the center, a Wallace's Flying Frog. Photos by
guide Doug Gochfeld.

After three full days of fun on the river, it was time to switch bases of
operations. We traded our boat in for our comfortable bus, and en route, we
picked up Cinnamon Bittern and the regional specialty (but irregular in
Sabah) Sunda Teal. We made it to Lahad Datu, where we then traded in our
trusty bus and driver for three 4x4 vehicles driven by the skilled drivers from
our next base camp, the world-famous Borneo Rainforest Lodge at Danum
Valley. As base camps go, this one is a pretty phenomenal one, with
luxurious rooms, great views from the rooms and dining hall, and a delicious
banquet for every meal. Sabinus helped us out with his hyperlocal



knowledge of the birds and trails of Danum, and we did well during our time
here. The entertaining birds here came at us nonstop, from pittas and trogons
to spiderhunters and woodpeckers. A complete accounting of our avian
exploits here can be found amidst the eBird Trip Report, but some of the
most notable highlights were Rufous-bellied Philentoma, an amazingly
cooperative Blue-headed Pitta, Striped and Bornean wren-babblers, and
Chestnut-naped Forktail. A couple of large fruiting trees, one conveniently
located adjacent to the lodge, provided a constant flow of frugivores,
including Scaly-breasted Bulbul, and most importantly, provided daily
encounters with the remarkable Helmeted Hornbill.

Our most astonishing bird experience was our run-in with the male Great
Argus which materialized out of the dark forest, casually strolling the trail
ahead of us. We followed for a short while, and after everyone had initial
views, this spectacularly long-tailed male was kind enough to turn around
and strut back through the forest towards us. | don’t know if | was holding
my breath or hyperventilating through the whole encounter, but either
would’ve been completely justified.



Pittas are always difficult to lay eyes on. Blue-headed Pitta is one of the tricky ones
here, and we got lucky that we heard one not too far off the road at Danum Valley, and
were eventually able to engineer uncommonly good looks at this dapper skulker.
Photo by guide Doug Gochfeld.

On the non-bird front, the always looked-forward-to night prowling here
was again hampered by regular evening rains, but we still found Sunda
Colugo, at least one species of Flying Lizard, Moss Mantis, Wallace’s Flying-
Frog, and some roosting birds (including a Black-browed Pittal). During the
daytime, we continued our great run of seeing the Man of the Forest
(Orangutan is a combination of the Malay words orang, and utan, meaning
“man of the forest”), as we saw at least three different individual Orangutans
here, the highlight of which was a thirty-seven year old male that hadn’t
been seen for a while, who we watched drop out of the trees and walk
across the road mere meters ahead of us, leaving our hearts all aflutter.

After we said our teary farewell to Danum Valley, we flew to the north side
of the island, to the capital city of Sabah, Kota Kinabalu. We woke early the



next morning, and began our journey to the highlands under cover of
darkness. By the time it was light out, we were in the Crocker Range, and our
birding focus shifted to montane specialties, with the highlights of our couple
of stops here being Long-tailed Broadbill, Mountain Black-Eye, Dark Hawk-
Cuckoo, Bornean Bulbul, Waterfall Swift, and our first Bornean Leafbirds.

As mentioned in the collage of Herps above, the non-bird/mammal wildlife is amazing
in Borneo, so here's a collection of Arthropods. Bottom left is one of the two forms of
Trilobite Beetle we encountered, top left is Pyrops whiteheadi (a lanternbug), while on
the top right is a Moss Mantis of the genus Haania (it was a minuscule insect that was
incredibly well-camouflaged in some arboreal moss, but Sabinas knew just where to
look for it! The moth in the middle, facing right is the Sabah endemic Asota
kinabaluensis, and the moth top-center is Lophophelma rubroviridata (known only
from Sabah and a tiny bit of Peninsular Malaysia), while the leafhopper, the scarab
beetle at right, and the two bottom moths are so far unidentified to species. Photos by
guide Doug Gochfeld.



For the remainder of our island time, we were based in Kinabalu Park, on the
flank of majestic Mt. Kinabalu. Even though the heat hadn’t been that bad in
the lowlands this year, the cooler air was a still a welcome respite. The
mornings here gave us crisp, clear skies, and good birding conditions, before
a daily afternoon fog layer settled in like clockwork, adding a bit of mystery
to the landscape (and also mystery to what birds were out there, since it
became very difficult to see things!). Despite the late afternoon fog bouts, the
montane birding was really good, with atypical sightings of Mountain
Barbets and Bornean Leafbirds at Kinabalu Park itself, as well as a great
supporting cast of Bornean Stubtail, Pale-faced Bulbul, Bare-headed
Laughingthrush, Temminck’s Sunbird, Everett's Thrush, and Bornean Forktail.
We even connected with two of the three species named after Whitehead
with ease: Whitehead'’s Trogon, and Whitehead’s Spiderhunter, but the
broadbill proved recalcitrant, and it took us until the final morning to even
hear one.

We spent one afternoon down in the Poring Springs area, with the main goal
being to see blooming Rafflesia flowers — the largest genus of flower in the
world. We indeed connected with one, a second-day flower in good
condition, along with several other past and would-be future flowers, giving
a full view of their annual biology.

After a couple of hopeful attempts, we finally connected with the hyper-
localized endemic Mountain Serpent Eagle (formerly called Kinabalu
Serpent-Eagle), circling overhead and loudly calling, a fitting late addition to
our healthy list of Bornean endemics. Non-birds held their own here as well,
and included both forms of Trilobite Beetles, Mocquard’s Eyebrowed Lizard,
the absolutely adorable Kinabalu (formerly Whitehead'’s) Pygmy Squirrel,
Mountain Treeshrew, and the extremely rarely encountered Jentink’s Flying
Squirrel.



Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush is a striking endemic to the higher elevations of
Borneo, and we got lots of good looks at these great looking, and sometimes confiding,
birds. Photo by guide Doug Gochfeld.

And just like that, our wonderful two weeks exploring this best of all tropical
islands drew to an end. The mix of rainforest hikes, river cruises, mountain
views, canopy walkways, and even a little bit of cave exploration made for a
dynamic tour which, as the cliché goes (very true in this case), none of us
shall soon forget. From the swimming elephants to the cute mammals,
bizarre bugs, delicious food, and panoply of birds, this year’s tour to Sabah
delivered the goods. It was my privilege to travel with and guide you through
this incredible part of the world, and | hope to see you all in another fabulous
place in the birdverselll

*(Below the next photo is a list of the non-birds we saw. The bird list is
available at the eBird trip report link at the bottom of those non-bird lists,
just above the tour slideshow, the latter of which has some more photos
from our unforgettable journey)*



Whiskered Treeswift is the best-looking (both an opinion and fact) of the small 4-
species family of treeswifts (the Hemiprocnidae), and it is an absolute stunner
every.single.time. Photo by guide Doug Gochfeld.

Mammals:

Sunda Colugo (Galeopterus variegatus)

Large Flying Fox (Pteropus vampyrus)

Lesser Short-nosed Fruit Bat (Cynopterus brachyotis)
Wrinkle-lipped Free-tailed Bat (Mops plicatus)
Diadem Roundleaf Bat (Hipposideros diadema)
Fawn Roundleaf Bat (Hipposideros cervinus)
Whiskered Myotis (Myotis muricola)

Mountain Treeshrew (Tupaia montana)

Malaysian Slow Loris (Nycticebus coucang)
Long-tailed Macaque (Macaca fascicularis)
Southern Pig-tailed Macaque (Macaca nemestrina)



Sunda Silvery Langur (Trachypithecus cristatus)

Maroon Langur (Presbytis rubicunda)

Proboscis Monkey (Nasalis larvatus)

Eastern Gray Gibbon (Hylobates funereus)

Bornean Orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus)

Pale Giant Squirrel (Ratufa affinis)

Prevost's Squirrel (Callosciurus prevostii)

Plantain Squirrel (Callosciurus notatus)

Bornean Black-banded Squirrel (Callosciurus orestes)
Jentink's Squirrel (Sundasciurus jentinki)

Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel (Sundasciurus everetti)
Least Pygmy Squirrel (Exilisciurus exilis)

Tufted Pygmy Squirrel (Exilisciurus whiteheadi)

Red Giant Flying Squirrel (Petaurista petaurista)
Jentink's Flying-Squirrel (Hylopetes platyurus)
Small-toothed Palm Civet (Arctogalidia trivirgata)
Northern Palm Civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus)
Bornean Pygmy Elephant (Elephas maximus borneensis)
Sambar (Rusa unicolor)

Herps:

Painted Bronzeback
Bornean Keeled Pit Viper
Dog-toothed Cat Snake
Saltwater Crocodile
Mocquard's Eyebrow Lizard
Horned Flying Lizard
Common House Gecko
Double-spotted Gecko
Flat-tailed House Gecko
Smith's Giant Gecko
Horsfield's Flying Gecko
Borneo Forest Dragon
Water Monitor



Forest Tortoise

Wallace's Flying Frog
Harlequin Flying Treefrog
Cricket Frog

Other creatures of interest:

Rafflesia keithii
Nepenthes tentaculata
Brown Leech

Tiger Leech

Tractor Millipede
Trilobite Beetle
Bornean Pill Millipede
Moss Mantis

The quantity of Lepidoptera, both crepuscular and diurnal, was
mindboggling, so a complete list does not follow here, but a partial list
of the butterflies we encountered on tour was compiled by tour
participant Alfred Adamo, and | have added a few more that | also
photographed:

Great Eggfly (Hypolimnas bolina)

Clipper (Parthenos sylvia)

Brown Pansy (Junonia hedonia)

Banded Faun (Faunis stomphax)

Great Orange-Tip (Hebomoia glaucippe)
Emerald Peacock Swallowtail (Papilio palinurus)
Amathuriini sp.

Black-and-white Helen Swallowtail (Papilio nephelus)
Common Awl (Hasoria hadra)

Dot-dash Sergeant (Aythma kanwal)
Short-banded Viscount (Tanaecia aruna)
Oakblue (Arhopaie sp.)

Dark Posy (Drupadia theda)

Rustic (Cupha erymanthis)

Blue Admiral (Kaniska canace)



Great Mormon Swallowtail (Papilio memnon)
Common Five-ring (Ypthima haldur)

Malayan Six-ring (Ypthima fasciata)

Malayan Zebra (Graphium delessertii)

Five-bar Swordtail (Graphium antiphates)
Borneo Birdwing (Triodes andromache)

Rajah Brookes’ Birdwing (Trogonoptera brookiana)
Tufted Jungle King (Thauria aliris)

Kinabalu Jezebel (Delias cinerascens)

Malayan Jezebel (Delias ninus)

Kinabalu White-banded Count (Tanaecia amiia)
Punchinello (Zemeios flegyas)

Elbowed Pierrot (Caleta elna)

Malayan Owl (Neurina lowii)

Full-stop Swift (Calteris cormasa)

Striped Blue Crow (Euploea mulciber)

Forest White (Phrissura cynis)

Wanderer (Pareronia valerin)

Horsfield’s Baron (Tanaecia lapis)

Chocolate Pansy (Junonia iphita)

Common Tree Nymph (Idea stelli)

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this

link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/406277

-Doug Gochfeld (Treeswift)
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For a narrative summary of this tour, including a Field Guides photo gallery and additional...

o 276 M52

Species Observed Checklists

LIFERS @20 @

Species Observed Show all details
28 Wandering Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arcuata W3

2 Sunda Teal Anasgibberifrons @ 1R

10 Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra a4

4 Bornean Crested Fireback Lophura ignita 1R

3 Great Argus Argusianus argus i3

4 Sabah Partridge Tropicoperdix graydoni a2

11 Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps (14

10 Rock Pigeon Columba livia * 1l

18 Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis (14
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14 Little Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia ruficeps a4
2 Asian Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica 2
27 ZebraDove Geopeliastriata * a6
25 Little Green-Pigeon Treronolax @ a4
52 Pink-necked Green-Pigeon Treron vernans W3
20 Thick-billed Green-Pigeon Treron curvirostra W2
65 Green Imperial-Pigeon Ducula aenea w2
2 Short-toed Coucal Centropus rectunguis @ 2
8 Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis 5
1 Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis 1R
7 Raffles's Malkoha Rhinortha chlorophaea 4
4 Red-billed Malkoha Zanclostomus javanicus a2
5 Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris a3
15 Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus @10
2 Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii 02
10 Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus mo
14 Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris [1Ke
4 Dark Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx bocki a2
9 Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus a6
11 Silver-rumped Spinetail Rhaphidura leucopygialis a4
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10 Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus 03
3 Waterfall Swift Hydrochous gigas @ a2

1 Bornean Swiftlet Collocalia dodgei @ 1R
491 Plume-toed Swiftlet Collocalia doffinis il 21
2000 Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana Wi
200 Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus (1l
35 White-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphagus a2
2 House Swift Apus nipalensis 1

2 Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis 1R

7 Gray-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis W4

7 Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata a3

2 Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis 1R

6 Eurasian Moorhen Gallinula chloropus i3

1 Black-backed Swamphen Porphyrio indicus il

9 White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus a5

21 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 2

1 Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva il

8 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 03

6 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 03

2 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1R
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1 Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta 1l
25 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 1R
22 Storm's Stork Ciconia stormi W3
23 Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus i3
55 Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster a5

1 Black Bittern Botaurus flavicollis 1R

1 Cinnamon Bittern Botaurus cinnamomeus (1l

6 Yellow Bittern Botaurus sinensis W3
10 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 4

2 Nankeen Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus 1l
70 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 8

3 Striated Heron Butorides striata W3
25 Eastern Cattle-Egret Ardea coromanda [115)
54 Great Egret Ardeaalba (1K)

1 Medium Egret Ardea intermedia (1l

2 Gray Heron Ardea cinerea W2
48 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea wo

1 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 1l

6 Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni w2
10 Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus a4
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Mountain Serpent-Eagle Spilornis kinabaluensis @

Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela
Wallace's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus nanus

Blyth's Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus alboniger
Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus
Rufous-bellied Eagle Lophotriorchis kienerii
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis

Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus

Crested Goshawk Lophospiza trivirgata
Brahminy Kite Haliasturindus

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Icthyophaga leucogaster
Lesser Fish-Eagle Icthyophaga humilis

Mountain Scops-Owl Otus spilocephalus

Buffy Fish-Owl Ketupa ketupu

Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba

Diard's Trogon Harpactes diardii

Whitehead's Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi
Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii @
White-crowned Hornbill Berenicornis comatus

Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil
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28 Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros @0
28 Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus 03
14 Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus a4
43 Oriental Pied-Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris w8
1 Wreathed Hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus 1R
11 Wrinkled Hornbill Rhabdotorrhinus corrugatus (14
2 Red-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis amictus 1R
2 Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis (1

1 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1R
5 Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting [ !
4 Rufous-backed Dwarf-Kingfisher Ceyx rufidorsa W3
2 Banded Kingfisher Lacedo pulchella 2
16 Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis a5
2 Ruddy Kingfisher Halcyon coromanda (1l
7 Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris a4
19 Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis 6
30 Brown Barbet Caloramphus fuliginosus a5
43 Black-eared Barbet Psilopogon duvaucelii a4
7 Red-throated Barbet Psilopogon mystacophanos i3
5 Golden-naped Barbet Psilopogon pulcherrimus i3
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Yellow-crowned Barbet Psilopogon henricii @
Mountain Barbet Psilopogon monticola
Gold-whiskered Barbet Psilopogon chrysopogon
Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis @

Gray-and-buff Woodpecker Hemicircus concretus @
Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus
Orange-backed Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes validus
Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus
Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki
Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes grammithorax
Banded Woodpecker Chrysophlegma miniaceum
Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus pulverulentus
White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis
White-fronted Falconet Microhierax Ilatifrons
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda
Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot Loriculus galgulus
Whitehead's Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi
Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae

Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos
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Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus
Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus
Black-crowned Pitta Erythropitta ussheri
Blue-headed Pitta Hydrornis baudii

Western Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida

Golden-bellied Gerygone Gerygone sulphurea
Gray-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus

Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata

Lesser Cuckooshrike Lalage fimbriata
White-browed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius aeralatus
Bornean Whistler Pachycephala hypoxantha
Ventriloquial Oriole Oriolus consobrinus
Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus consanguineus
White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus
Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis virgatus
Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus hirundinaceus
Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma pyrhoptera
Maroon-breasted Philentoma Philentoma velata

Common lora Aegithina tiphia
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Green lora Aegithina viridissima

Malaysian Pied-Fantail Rhipidura javanica
White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus
Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea

Blyth's Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone dffinis
Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach

Bornean Black Magpie Platysmurus aterrimus
Bornean Treepie Dendrocitta cinerascens

House Crow Corvus splendens *

Sunda Crow Corvus enca

Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis
Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis
Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus
Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris

Oriental Reed Warbler Acrocephalus orientalis
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7 Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris a2
127 Pacific Swallow Hirundo javanica 0l 24
7 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 02
4 Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger @ 02
1 Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus il
5 Gray-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus tephrogenys i3
20 Penan Bulbul Alophoixus ruficrissus (1K
4 Charlotte's Bulbul lole charlottae a4
8 Cinereous Bulbul Hemixos cinereus W3

1 Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis 1l

1 Puff-backed Bulbul Microtarsus eutilotus & il
27 Black-headed Bulbul Microtarsus melanocephalos 5
2 Spectacled Bulbul Rubigula erythropthalmos a2
2 Gray-bellied Bulbul Rubigula cyaniventris @ 1R
1 Scaly-breasted Bulbul Rubigula squamata il
10 Bornean Bulbul Rubigula montis 02
13 Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus (1!
35 Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus (ke
5 Pale-faced Bulbul Pycnonotus leucops @ a2
13 Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier i3

https://ebird.org/tripreport/406277 11/17


https://ebird.org/species/strgra1
https://ebird.org/species/pacswa1
https://ebird.org/species/barswa
https://ebird.org/species/habbul1
https://ebird.org/species/yebbul2
https://ebird.org/species/gycbul2
https://ebird.org/species/ochbul3
https://ebird.org/species/chabul1
https://ebird.org/species/cinbul1
https://ebird.org/species/strbul1
https://ebird.org/species/pubbul1
https://ebird.org/species/blhbul1
https://ebird.org/species/spebul1
https://ebird.org/species/gybbul1
https://ebird.org/species/scbbul1
https://ebird.org/species/bkcbul4
https://ebird.org/species/olwbul1
https://ebird.org/species/reebul1
https://ebird.org/species/flabul3
https://ebird.org/species/yevbul1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1760989430764.1760993146111.347&__hssc=60209138.1.1760993146111&__hsfp=292221219
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1760989430764.1760993146111.347&__hssc=60209138.1.1760993146111&__hsfp=292221219
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

10/20/25, 3:45 PM

1

4

19

n

117

33

30

10

36

6

Field Guides Birding Tours -- BORNEO, 2025 (with Doug Gochfeld) - eBird Trip Report

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis
Yellow-breasted Warbler Phylloscopus montis
Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus
Bornean Stubtail Urosphena whiteheadi
Mountain Tailorbird Phyllergates cucullatus
Aberrant Bush Warbler Horornis flavolivaceus
Chestnut-crested Yuhina Staphida everetti
Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapilla
Mountain Black-eye Zosterops emiliae
Bold-striped Tit-Babbler Mixornis bornensis
Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler Macronus ptilosus
Gray-hooded Babbler Cyanoderma bicolor
Rufous-fronted Babbler Cyanoderma rufifrons
Bare-headed Laughingthrush Melanocichla calva
Black-throated Babbler Stachyris nigricollis
Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculata
Gray-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps
Black-throated Wren-Babbler Turdinus atrigularis @
Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron dffine

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum
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4 Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum a2
8 Bornean Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratoides W4
4 Temminck's Babbler Pellorneum pyrrogenys 02
15 White-chested Babbler Pellorneum rostratum W3
1 Ferruginous Babbler Pellorneum bicolor Wi
1 Striped Wren-Babbler Kenopia striata (1l
1 Horsfield's Babbler Malacocincla sepiaria @ il
2 Bornean Wren-Babbler Ptilocichla leucogrammica @ all
11 Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda 4
18 Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus 03
58 Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush Pterorhinus treacheri (14
6 Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis i3
60 Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis (14
12 Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa a4
91 Javan Myna Acridotheres javanicus * w2
4 Everett's Thrush Zoothera everetti 02
9 Dark-sided Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica (14
4 Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica W4
1 Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis 1l
1 Rufous-tailed Shama Copsychus pyrropygus @ 1R
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37 White-crowned Shama Copsychus stricklandii o
15 Indigo Flycatcher Eumyiasindigo mo
1 Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus 1l
2 Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus 02
3 Bornean Blue Flycatcher Cyornis superbus 2
13 Eyebrowed Jungle Flycatcher Vauriella gularis [11S)
3 Bornean Shortwing Brachypteryx erythrogyna i3
6 Bornean Whistling-Thrush Myophonus borneensis a4
8 White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti (1!
2 Bornean Forktail Enicurus borneensis 1l
1 Chestnut-naped Forktail Enicurus ruficapillus (1R
2 Narcissus Flycatcher Ficedula narcissina @ a2
1 Mugimaki Flycatcher Ficedula mugimaki Wi
2 Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra 1R
3 Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni W2
7 Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus maculatus W4
4 Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopygius a2
24 Thick-billed Flowerpecker Pachyglossa agilis 3
6 Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Pachyglossa chrysorrhea i3
26 Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma (14
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1 Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeum minullum Wi
18 Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum (14
6 Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum 03
3 Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis a2
12 Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex (14
13 Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis 5
5 Van Hasselt's Sunbird Leptocoma brasiliana a3
10 Ornate Sunbird Cinnyris ornatus [1K9)
21 Temminck's Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii 1WA
5 Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja a5
2 Purple-naped Spiderhunter Kurochkinegramma hypogrammicum 02
1 Thick-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera crassirostris @ 1l
23 Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra o
4 Whitehead's Spiderhunter Arachnothera juliae 03
2 Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys 02
2 Bornean Spiderhunter Arachnothera everetti a2
11 Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella W4
5 Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati a4
3 Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon a2
20 Bornean Leafbird Chloropsis kinabaluensis a4
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85 Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus % i3

3 Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata 1l

64 Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans o

2 White-bellied Munia Lonchura leucogastra 1R

27 Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla a5

58 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus [1RI0)

1 Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus (1l
ADDITIONAL TAXA

3 Macropygia sp. Macropygia sp. a2

35 green-pigeon sp. Treron sp. [ 11S)

1 malkoha sp. Cuculidae sp. (malkoha sp.) il

1 Cuculus sp. Cuculus sp. (1l

10,247 dark swiftlet sp. Aerodramus sp. il 16

917 swiftlet sp. Collocalia/Aerodramus sp. i

2 large swift sp. Apodidae sp. (large swift sp.) (1R

1 swiftsp. Apodidae sp. 1R

4 treeswift sp. Hemiprocne sp. 1R

1 rail/crake sp. Rallidae sp. (rail/crake sp.) il

1 Swinhoe's/Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago megala/stenura il

41 white egret sp. Egretta/Ardea sp. 03
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8 hornbill sp. Bucerotidae sp. wi
1 woodpecker sp. Picidae sp. wi
5 Cream-vented/Cream-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus simplex/pseudosimplex (1R
28 Microtarsus/Rubigula/Pycnonotus sp. Microtarsus/Rubigula/Pycnonotus sp. [1K3)
38 Pycnonotidae sp. Pycnonotidae sp. i3
3 flowerpecker sp. Dicaeidae sp. (1l
28 sunbird sp. Nectariniidae sp. (sunbird sp.) 9
1 spiderhunter sp. Arachnothera sp. (1l
21 Greater/Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati/cyanopogon (K3
16 Lonchura sp. Lonchura sp. WS
22 passerine sp. Passeriformes sp. 02
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