
 
 

Trip Report — Belize: Tropical Birding 
Short & Sweet II 2025 
 
November 21-29, 2025 with Chris Benesh 

Here we are at the end of our adventure, ready to depart Black Rock Lodge for Belize City. 
Photo by Isaias Morataya. 
 
Weather played a factor in the Belize Short and Sweet tour of November 
2025. Severe weather in Dallas set in motion travel delays for a few of us. 
Once we were all together in Belize, things really took off for the best. 
Beginning based at the comfortable Lamanai Outpost Lodge, we had four 
days to explore this wonderfully rich birding destination. Local guide Eduardo 
Ruano was his usual amazing self and tirelessly took us to the right places to 
see the species we were after. Also along was guide in training David 
Blanco, who was a welcome addition and a bundle of good, positive energy. 



Jeanette Shores's fabulous shot of the strutting Mayan Antthrush. 
 
So many highlights during our stay at Lamanai Outpost Lodge located on the 
banks of the New River Lagoon in Orange Walk District. We had a couple of 
productive walks around the village of Indian Church, visits to the Lamanai 
archeological site, and several boat trips on the lagoon and its tributaries, 
Dawson Creek and Indian Creek. One of the these was a nighttime spotlight 
(and thermal scope) cruise.  



On our way to Mountain Pine Ridge we encountered a pair of Gray-headed Kites including this 
bird that flew overhead at one point. Photo by Chris Benesh. 
 
Once we said our farewells to Eduardo and the staff of Lamanai, we boarded 
our flight to the Cayo District where we were met by Isaias Morataya, a 
seasoned Black Rock Lodge guide. Isaias took good care of us during the 
entirety of our stay at the lodge, with visits to Mountain Pine Ridge (including 
1000 Foot Falls), the Green Hills Butterfly Ranch, Slate Creek Lookout, and 
the archeological site of Caracal, once one of the largest of the Mayan cities 
during the classic period. An unseasonal low pressure system was lurking 
nearby, bringing a surprising amount of rain to the region. Fortunately for us, 
the heaviest of it fell overnight, though we did experience some impressive 
rain at times.  



Charlie Baisden's lovely shot of an American Pygmy-Kingfisher enjoyed on one of our river 
cruises. 
 
We had quite a few highlights. A few that stood out included the Mayan 
Antthrush strutting across the trail in front of us one afternoon at Lamanai. 
Another was the Tody Motmot which eluded us for so long before finally 
revealing itself to us. The Orange-breasted Falcon that showed so well for us 
at 1000 Foot Falls was tremendous. The Pinnated Bittern that lurked in the 
rice fields near Indian Church was exciting, as was the Jabiru there as well. 
Others shared by you included Black-headed Siskin, Red-capped Manakin, 
King Vulture, American Pygmy-Kingfisher, Black Phoebe, Gray-headed Kite, 
Crimson-collared Tanager, Great Currasow, Sungrebe, Purple-crowned Fairy, 
and Golden-olive Woodpecker.  

The group can often make the trip and you all were fabulous and did just 
that. It was a treat to bird with friends new and old.  



The several species of parrots were seen included this Yellow-lored (Yucatan) Amazon that 
Charlie Baisden photographed here. 
 
Mammals Seen: 
Proboscis Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso) 
Greater Sac-winged Bat (Saccopteryx bilineata) 
Merriam's Long-tongued Bat (Glossophaga mutica) 
Central American Black Howler (Alouatta pigra) 
Central American Spider Monkey (Ateles geoffroyi) 
Yucatan Squirrel (Sciurus yucatanensis) 
Deppe's Squirrel (Sciurus deppei) 
Mexican Hairy Porcupine (Coendou mexicanus) 
Central American Agouti (Dasyprocta punctata) 
Northern Gray Fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) 
White-nosed Coati (Nasua narica) 
Tayra (Eira barbara) 



Barn Owls have undergone a big split in recent years resulting in three recognized species. We 
had a fabulous view of this recently re-named American Barn Owl right at Lamanai Outpost 
Lodge. Photo by Chris Benesh. 
 
Other Critters Seen: 
Green Iguana (Iguana iguana) 
Brown (Striped) Basilisk (Basiliscus vittatus) 
Asian House Gecko (Hemidactylus frenatus) 
Terciopelo (Fer-de-lance) (Bothrops asper) 
Morelet’s Crocodile (Crocodylus moreletii) 
Giant Toad (Rhinella horribilis) 
Central American Gulf Coast Toad (Incilius valliceps) 
Mexican Treefrog (Smilisca baudinii) 
Teapen Rosebelly Lizard (Sceloporus teapensis) 
Yucatán Banded Gecko (Coleonyx elegans) 

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this 
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/435639 



You can see my iNaturalist report of non-avian taxa at this 
link: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/belize-november-2025 

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this 
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/bze25bTRIPLIST.pdf 

-- Chris 
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273
Species Observed

42
Checklists

4
Species with Photos

Species Observed Show all details

200 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 1

35 Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors 1

4 Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 1

1 Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens 1

2 Great Curassow Crax rubra 2

9 Plain Chachalaca Ortalis vetula 5

6 Black-throated Bobwhite Colinus nigrogularis 1

10 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 4

1 Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa 1

5 Red-billed Pigeon Patagioenas flavirostris 4

2 Short-billed Pigeon Patagioenas nigrirostris 1

2 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 1

6 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti 4

6 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 6

2 Gray-headed Dove Leptotila plumbeiceps 1

61 White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 4

15 Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris 5

6 Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana 5

2 Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis 1

4 Yucatan Nightjar Antrostomus badius 1
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3 Northern Potoo Nyctibius jamaicensis 1

1 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 1

40 Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi 1

2 Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis 1

4 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora 2

1 Long-billed Hermit Phaethornis longirostris 1

1 Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis 1

1 Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae 1

2 Green-breasted Mango Anthracothorax prevostii 1

1 Canivet's Emerald Cynanthus canivetii 1

3 Wedge-tailed Sabrewing Pampa curvipennis 2

1 Violet Sabrewing Campylopterus hemileucurus 1

4 Scaly-breasted Hummingbird Phaeochroa cuvierii 2

1 Azure-crowned Hummingbird Saucerottia cyanocephala 1

24 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl 14

9 White-bellied Emerald Chlorestes candida 4

8 Russet-naped Wood-Rail Aramides albiventris 2

1 Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata 1

3 American Coot Fulica americana 1

4 Ruddy Crake Laterallus ruber 1

1 Sungrebe Heliornis fulica 1

8 Limpkin Aramus guarauna 3

20 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 1
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18 Northern Jacana Jacana spinosa 3

16 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 2

1 Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata 1

2 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 2

2 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 1

36 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 2

4 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 1

1 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 1

2 Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan 2 2

5 Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 2

6 Jabiru Jabiru mycteria 1

11 Wood Stork Mycteria americana 2

1 Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 1 1

5 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 4

37 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum 8

21 White Ibis Eudocimus albus 3

20 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 1

3 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 3

5 Bare-throated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma mexicanum 3

3 Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius 2

1 Pinnated Bittern Botaurus pinnatus 1

1 Least Bittern Botaurus exilis 1

3 Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea 2
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12 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 2

3 Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 1

27 Snowy Egret Egretta thula 3

21 Green Heron Butorides virescens 5

65 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 5

22 Great Egret Ardea alba 5

11 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 5

3 King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa 1

35 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 9

30 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 12

5 Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus 1

12 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 5

1 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 1

9 Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus 5

4 Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis 2 2

1 Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus 1

1 Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus melanoleucus 1

1 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 2 1

1 Bicolored Hawk Astur bicolor 1

1 Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius 1

1 Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 1

1 Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens 1

4 Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis 3
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6 Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis 5

7 Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga 6

10 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 6

2 White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus 1

2 White Hawk Pseudastur albicollis 2

2 Gray Hawk Buteo plagiatus 2

2 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus 2

4 Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus 3

1 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 1

1 American Barn Owl Tyto furcata 1

1 Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata 1

1 Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum 1

2 Mottled Owl Strix virgata 1

3 Slaty-tailed Trogon Trogon massena 2

6 Black-headed Trogon Trogon melanocephalus 5

3 Gartered Violaceous Trogon Trogon caligatus 3

1 Tody Motmot Hylomanes momotula 1

1 Keel-billed Motmot Electron carinatum 1

12 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata 3

6 Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon 3

5 American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea 3

7 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana 4

3 White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus 1
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4 Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda 4

5 Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus 2

4 Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus 3

6 Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus 3

2 Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani 2

2 Yucatan Woodpecker Melanerpes pygmaeus 2

10 Golden-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes aurifrons 6

3 Smoky-brown Woodpecker Leuconotopicus fumigatus 3

3 Pale-billed Woodpecker Campephilus guatemalensis 3

4 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 4

4 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 4

2 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 2

2 Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus 2

1 Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis 1

2 Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 2

1 American Kestrel Falco sparverius 1

12 Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis 8

5 White-crowned Parrot Pionus senilis 2

21 Red-lored Amazon Amazona autumnalis 9

14 White-fronted Amazon Amazona albifrons 3

5 Yellow-lored Amazon Amazona xantholora 1

6 Mealy Amazon Amazona farinosa 1

55 Olive-throated Parakeet Eupsittula nana 6
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13 Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus 7

1 Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis 1

2 Dusky Antbird Cercomacroides tyrannina 2

4 Mayan Antthrush Formicarius moniliger 2

3 Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus 3

2 Ruddy Woodcreeper Dendrocincla homochroa 1

2 Tawny-winged Woodcreeper Dendrocincla anabatina 1

2 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 1

6 Northern Barred-Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae 3

6 Ivory-billed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus flavigaster 6

1 Northern Plain-Xenops Xenops mexicanus 1

1 Fawn-throated Foliage-gleaner Automolus cervinigularis 1

2 Rufous-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis erythrothorax 1

4 White-collared Manakin Manacus candei 2

2 Red-capped Manakin Ceratopipra mentalis 2

7 Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 4

5 Northern Schiffornis Schiffornis veraepacis 5

2 Rose-throated Becard Pachyramphus aglaiae 2

4 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus 3

1 Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus 1

2 Northern Bentbill Oncostoma cinereigulare 2

2 Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus sylvia 1

8 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 6
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2 Eye-ringed Flatbill Rhynchocyclus brevirostris 2

7 Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens 5

3 Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma imberbe 3

3 Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata 3

6 Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster 5

1 Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi 1

2 Northern Tropical Pewee Contopus bogotensis 2

6 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris 6

5 Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 5

1 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 1

3 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 2

4 Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus 4

1 Yucatan Flycatcher Myiarchus yucatanensis 1

5 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 5

3 Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 2

1 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus 1

9 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 7

8 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 7

29 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 13

13 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 8

9 Couch's Kingbird Tyrannus couchii 6

2 Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana 2

2 Ochre-crowned Greenlet Tunchiornis ochraceiceps 1
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18 Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata 7

14 White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 10

4 Mangrove Vireo Vireo pallens 3

4 Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 4

42 Brown Jay Cyanocorax morio 11

3 Green Jay Cyanocorax yncas 2

73 Mangrove Swallow Tachycineta albilinea 7

95 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 6

6 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 3

2 Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus 1

1 White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata 1

3 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 3

1 Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus 1

3 Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus zonatus 1

17 Spot-breasted Wren Pheugopedius maculipectus 10

2 Cabanis's Wren Cantorchilus modestus 1

3 White-bellied Wren Uropsila leucogastra 3

2 White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta 2

5 Black Catbird Melanoptila glabrirostris 3

12 Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 11

3 Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus 3

9 Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 7

9 Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi 9
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1 Scrub Euphonia Euphonia affinis 1

12 Yellow-throated Euphonia Euphonia hirundinacea 8

10 Olive-backed Euphonia Euphonia gouldi 5

7 Black-headed Siskin Spinus notatus 1

1 Botteri's Sparrow Peucaea botterii 1

2 Olive Sparrow Arremonops rufivirgatus 1

6 Green-backed Sparrow Arremonops chloronotus 4

10 Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina 1

4 Rusty Sparrow Aimophila rufescens 3

2 Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 2

4 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 1

6 Yellow-billed Cacique Amblycercus holosericeus 4

4 Montezuma Oropendola Psarocolius montezuma 3

11 Black-cowled Oriole Icterus prosthemelas 5

5 Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius 4

4 Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus 2

5 Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 5

4 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 2

15 Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus 1

25 Melodious Blackbird Dives dives 12

8 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 4

4 Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla 3

2 Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum 2
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4 Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla 4

4 Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 4

3 Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora cyanoptera 3

13 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia 10

1 Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea 1

1 Swainson's Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii 1

4 Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina 4

6 Gray-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis poliocephala 2

2 Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa 1

7 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 4

12 Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina 11

9 American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 9

8 Northern Parula Setophaga americana 7

18 Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia 15

8 Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva 6

5 Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica 4

4 Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 1

6 Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica 5

3 Grace's Warbler Setophaga graciae 2

12 Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens 10

2 Rufous-capped Warbler Basileuterus rufifrons 1

3 Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus 1

2 Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla 2
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1 Rose-throated Tanager Piranga roseogularis 1

4 Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava 3

15 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 12

14 Red-throated Ant-Tanager Driophlox fuscicauda 8

1 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 1

2 Gray-throated Chat Granatellus sallaei 1

4 Blue-black Grosbeak Cyanoloxia cyanoides 3

3 Blue Bunting Cyanocompsa parellina 3

4 Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata 2

3 Black-throated Shrike-Tanager Lanio aurantius 3

1 Crimson-collared Tanager Ramphocelus sanguinolentus 1

5 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 4

6 Yellow-winged Tanager Thraupis abbas 5

2 Golden-hooded Tanager Stilpnia larvata 1

23 Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus 7

3 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 2

2 Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina 1

20 Morelet's Seedeater Sporophila morelleti 14

1 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 1

6 Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus 3

1 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 1

17 Black-headed Saltator Saltator atriceps 8

1 Cinnamon-bellied Saltator Saltator grandis 1

ADDITIONAL TAXA
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30 passerine sp. Passeriformes sp. 1

4/17/26, 11:27 AM Field Guides Birding Tours -- BELIZE SHORT AND SWEET, November 2025 (with guide Chris Benesh) - eBird Trip Report

https://ebird.org/tripreport/435639 14/14

https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1776373109955.1776441101492.559&__hssc=60209138.3.1776441101492&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1776373109955.1776441101492.559&__hssc=60209138.3.1776441101492&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

