
 
 

Trip Report — Birds & Wines of Chile and 
Argentina 2025 
 
February 1-15, 2025 with Marcelo Padua 

Looking for Diademed Sandpiper-plover is always an exciting activity. Photo by guide Marcelo 
Padua. 
 
The Andes is the longest mountain range on earth and it is at the heart of this 
tour, as we explore both the East and West slopes, and never venture too far 
from the foothills. We started our tour in Santiago, the capital of Chile that is 
nestled between the Western slope of the Andes and the pre-cordillera 
mountain range. The area is rich with endemics, and we found many of them, 
such as Chilean Mockingbird, Austral Blackbirds, Dusky-tailed Canastero, 
Crag Chilia and Moustached Turca. We also ventured up the Andes to find 
Andean Condors, Gray-breasted Seedsnipe, and even the scarce Diademed 
Sandpiper-plover. 

On the wine front, we enjoyed the famous Carmenere wines of Chile, but 
also grapes such as Carignan, which do very well in the dry climate of Chile. 
We also enjoyed some excellent Cabernet Sauvignon, Sauvignon Blanc and 
Chardonnay, all of it paired with an abundance of sea food that is unparalled, 
and some wonderful beef. 



Black-winged Ground Dove is a a high altitude specialist that we saw every time we went up the 
Andes. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua. 
 
We then made our way across the Andes into Argentina on a day that is 
forever imprinted in our brains. This is one of the most scenic drives on earth, 
and along the way we picked up Andean Goose, Black-fronted Ground-
tyrants, Scale-throated Earthcreeper and several others that were found at 
the foot of Aconcagua Mountain, the tallest mountain in the world outside of 
the Himalayans. The change once we made our way to the Eastern slope 
was abrupt, with grilled steak dominating the menus, Malbec wine taking the 
center stage, and birds such as Hooded Siskins, Chiguanco Thrush, Grayish 
Baywing and Shiny Cowbirds dominating the checklist. 

The following days were spent savoring the wines of Mendoza and sampling 
Malbecs, Bonarda, Torrontes and many others, while eating more beef than it 
seemed humanly possible, and enjoying fantastic birds like Crested Gallito, 
Patagonian Earthcreeper, Ticking Doradito, Chilean Flamingos, Scimitar-



billed Woodcreeper, Red-tailed Comet, and every shape and size of 
Canastero imaginable. 

This tour is rich in unique Tapaculos, and the Crested Gallito is one of the great Tapaculos we 
got to see. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua. 
 
Our tour ended with a couple of fabulous days along the coast of Chile, with 
Inca Terns, Chilean Seaside Cinclodes, Blackish Oystercatchers, Whimbrels 
and several others right outside of our bedroom windows. We also explored 
the mouth of the Maipo River and some nearby areas, picking up some iconic 
birds such as Des Murs’s Wiretail, Ticking Doradito, Rufous-tailed 
Plantcutter, and Fire-eyed Diucon. 

We finished our tour with an unforgettable lunch in the Casablanca Valley, 
complete with the area's Sauvignon Blanc, sparkling wines and Pinot Noir 
wines. I loved doing this tour once again, and I look forward to repeating it 
next year, and I hope we meet again in the future to enjoy some great birds, 
drink some fabulous wine and share incredible meals. 



Santa Rita Winery is the second largest winery in Chile, and we learned a lot about Chilean 
wines while visiting. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua. 
 
Mammals during the tour: 

European Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) 
European Hare (Lepus europaeus) 
Southern Mountain Cavy (Microcavia australis) 
Highland Yellow-toothed Cavy (Galea musteloides) 
Coypu (Myocastor coypus) 
Dusky Dolphin (Sagmatias obscurus) 
South American Gray Fox (Lycalopex grisea) 
Culpeo (Lycalopex culpaeus) 
South American Sea Lion (Otaria byronia) 
Guanaco (Lama guanicoe) 



Golden-billed Saltator is a common species in the Mendoza desert. Photo by guide Marcelo 
Padua. 
 
Wines we sampled: 

Concha Y Toro, Casillero del Diablo Sauvignon Blanc , 2024, Central Valley 
Concha Y Toro, Marques de Casa Concha Chardonnay, 2022, Limari Valley 
Concha Y Toro, Marques de Casa Concha Carmenere, 2021. Peumo Valley 
Miguel Torres, Estelado Brut Rose, No Vintage, Sparkling Wine 
RETA, Quebrada Chalinga Pinot Noir, 2022, Limari Valley 
Lapostolle, Cuvee Alexandre Chardonnay, 2019, Casablanca Valley 
Santa Rita, Floresta Chardonnay 2022, Limari Valley 
Santa Rita, Pewen de Apalta Carmenere, 2022, D.O. Apalta 
Santa Rita, Triple C Blend, 2021, Maipo Valley 
Santa Rita, Medalla Real Gran Reserva Sauvignon Blanc 2024, Leyda Valley 
Carmen, Winemaker’s Black Blend 2021, Colchagua Valley 



Santa Rita, Floresta Cabernet Franc, 2022, Maipo Valley 
Fernando Almeida, Anduriña Albariño, 2022, Curicó Valley 
Bodegas RE, Vigno Carignan, 2019, D.O. Maule 
Koyle Costa, Cuarzo Sauvignon Blanc, 2023, Colchagua Valley 
Perez Cruz, Gran Reserva Cabernet Sauvignon, 2022, Maipo Valley 
Bodega Murville, Sexto Sentindo Chardonnay,2024, San Rafael 
Catena, Saint Felicien Malbec, 2023, Lunluta 
Salentein, Reserve White Blend, 2023, Uco Valley 
Salentein, Primus Malbec 2021, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Azul, Azul Sauvignon Blanc 2024, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Azul, Azul Reserva Blend 2022, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Azul, Azul Gran Matilda  Cabernet Franc 2022, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Azul, Jauria Blend, 2020, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Azul, Petite Lou Rose Merlot/Cabernet Franc, 2024. Valle de Uco. 
Mendoza 
Salentein, Brut Nature Cuveé Exceptionelle, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Salentein, Numina Chardonnay 2023, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Salentein, Primus Chardonnay 2021, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Salentein, Reserve Merlot 2022, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Salentein, Cabernet Sauvignon, 2018, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Salentein, Numina Cabernet Franc, 2023, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Salentein, Single Vineyard Los Nogales Sauvignon Blanc, 2021, Valle de 
Uco. Mendoza 
Salentein, Single Vineyard La Pampa ’97 Malbec, 2020, Valle de Uco. 
Mendoza 
FOW, Efusivo Sauvignon Blanc, 2023, San Rafael. Mendoza 
Zuccardi, Q Cabernet Franc, 2022, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Santa Julia, Alambrado Sauvignon Blanc, 2021, Tupungato. Mendoza 
Los Haroldos, Estate Bonarda, 2020, Mendoza 
Alfredo Roca, Fincas Pinot Noir, 2024, San Rafael,Mendoza 
Falasco Wines, Hermandad Blend, 2020, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Vigilia, Rosado, 2023, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Vigilia, Syrah 2023, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
La Vigilia, Brut Nature sparkling, 2022 Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Famille A&M Bonnie, Diamandes de Uco Viognier, 2022, Valle de Uco. 



Mendoza 
Huentala, As Isabel Estate Malbec, 2021, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Zuccardi, Q Malbec, 2022, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Santa Julia, Malbec 2024, Maipú. Mendoza 
Luigi Bosca, Brut Nature Sparkling, Lujan de Cuyo. Mendoza 
Viña Cobos, Vinculum Chardonnay, 2022, Lujan de Cuyo. Mendoza 
Maal, NN Malbec Clarete, 2021, Las Compuertas. Mendoza 
Balestra Zingaretti, Flor Silvestre Sangiovese, 2022. Tupungato. Mendoza 
Santiago Vignoni, Ligaria Bonarda, 2022, Montecaseros. Mendoza 
Matias Riccitelli, Viejos Viñedos Malbec, 2021, Las compuertas/Vistalba 
Zuccardi,Malamado Fortificado Viognier, no vintage, Valle de Uco. Mendoza 
Casas Del Bosque, Small Parcels Sauvignon Blanc, 2024, Casablanca Valley 
Casas Del Bosque, Small Parcels Syrah, 2022, Casablanca Valley 
Garces Silva, Amayna Sauvignon Blanc, 2024, Leyda Valley 
Tarapaca, Gran Reserva Sauvignon Blanc, 2023, Aconcagua Valley 
Matetic, Coastal Sauvignon Blanc, 2022, Casablanca Valley 
Matetic, EQ Limited Edition Pinot Noir, 2021, Casablanca Valley 
Matetic, EQ Cool Climate Syrah, 2018, San Antonia Valley 
Matetic, Corralillo Late Harvest, 2022, Aconcagua Valley 
Montes, Outer Limits Sauvignon Blanc, 2024, Zapallar 
Viñamar, Brut Unique, No Vintage, Casablanca Valley 
San Pedro,Castillo de Molina Sauvignon Blanc, 2022, Elqui Valley 
Leyda, Coastal Vineyards Falaris Hill Chardonnay, 2022, Leyda Valley 
San Pedro,Castillo de Molina Chardonnay, 2022, Casblanca Valley 
San Pedro, Tayu Pinot Noir, 2022, Malleco Valley 
Tarapaca, Organic Wine Red Blend, 2021, Maipo Valley 
San Pedro, Desert Valley Syrah, 2021, Elqui Valley 
Tarapaca, Etiqueta Negra Cabernet Sauvignon, 2021, Maipo Valley 
Viñamar, Moscato Sparkling, No Vintage, Casablanca Valley 



Our group enjoyed some great wine at La Vigilia winery in Mendoza. Photo by guide Marcelo 
Padua. 
 
You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this 
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/436365 

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this 
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/caw25TRIPLIST.pdf 

-- Marcelo Padua 
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Species Observed Checklists

LIFERS 1

Species Observed Show all details

8 Lesser Rhea Rhea pennata 1

10 Elegant Crested-Tinamou Eudromia elegans 2

3 Darwin's Nothura Nothura darwinii 2

4 Coscoroba Swan Coscoroba coscoroba 2

6 Andean Goose Oressochen melanopterus 2

2 Upland Goose Chloephaga picta 1

6 Crested Duck Lophonetta specularioides 2

1 Torrent Duck Merganetta armata 1

X Silver Teal Spatula versicolor 1

X Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera 1

X Red Shoveler Spatula platalea 1

6 Chiloe Wigeon Mareca sibilatrix 3

X White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis 1

3 Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica 2

27 Yellow-billed Teal Anas flavirostris 5

2 Rosy-billed Pochard Netta peposaca 1

5 Black-headed Duck Heteronetta atricapilla 1

40 Lake Duck Oxyura vittata 3

53 California Quail Callipepla californica 2

12 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 3

22 Spot-winged Pigeon Patagioenas maculosa 5
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5 Chilean Pigeon Patagioenas araucana 1

44 Picui Ground Dove Columbina picui 10

9 Black-winged Ground Dove Metriopelia melanoptera 3

54 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata 11

4 Guira Cuckoo Guira guira 3

1 Andean Swift Aeronautes andecolus 1

6 Red-tailed Comet Sappho sparganurus 3

2 White-sided Hillstar Oreotrochilus leucopleurus 2

2 Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas 1

2 Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon lucidus 2

1 Plumbeous Rail Pardirallus sanguinolentus 1

2 Red-fronted Coot Fulica rufifrons 2

23 Red-gartered Coot Fulica armillata 5

1 White-winged Coot Fulica leucoptera 2

35 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 3

24 American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus 2

6 Blackish Oystercatcher Haematopus ater 2

37 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1

19 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis 9

7 Gray-breasted Seedsnipe Thinocorus orbignyianus 1

4 Hudsonian Whimbrel Numenius hudsonicus 2

30 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 1

1 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 2

24 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 2
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4 Red Knot Calidris canutus 1

9 Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 3

20 Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 1

2 Brown-hooded Gull Chroicocephalus maculipennis 1

67 Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 3

400 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 1

53 Inca Tern Larosterna inca 2

20 Elegant Tern Thalasseus elegans 1

30 Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis 1

1 White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland 2

1 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 1

5 Great Grebe Podiceps major 2

X Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis 1

8 Red-legged Cormorant Poikilocarbo gaimardi 2

33 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum 5

3 Guanay Cormorant Leucocarbo bougainvilliorum 2

2 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 2

5 Snowy Egret Egretta thula 2

5 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 2

1 Great Egret Ardea alba 1

5 Peruvian Pelican Pelecanus thagus 1

22 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus 5

1 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 1
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20 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 6

3 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 1

1 Cinereous Harrier Circus cinereus 1

2 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 2

4 Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma 4

3 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus 2

2 Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 1

3 White-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes cactorum 1

2 Striped Woodpecker Veniliornis lignarius 1

9 Green-barred Woodpecker Colaptes melanochloros 5

1 Chilean Flicker Colaptes pitius 1

8 Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 5

28 Chimango Caracara Daptrius chimango 10

4 Mountain Caracara Daptrius megalopterus 3

14 American Kestrel Falco sparverius 9

13 Gray-hooded Parakeet Psilopsiagon aymara 2

93 Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 6

210 Burrowing Parakeet Cyanoliseus patagonus 2

3 Moustached Turca Pteroptochos megapodius 3

7 Crested Gallito Rhinocrypta lanceolata 4

2 Sandy Gallito Teledromas fuscus 1

1 Common Miner Geositta cunicularia 1

27 Rufous-banded Miner Geositta rufipennis 8
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2 Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris 1

1 Band-tailed Earthcreeper Ochetorhynchus phoenicurus 1

2 Crag Chilia Ochetorhynchus melanurus 2

6 Chaco Earthcreeper Tarphonomus certhioides 4

6 Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus 3

9 Wren-like Rushbird Phleocryptes melanops 2

6 Scale-throated Earthcreeper Upucerthia dumetaria 3

2 Buff-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes fuscus 2

2 Gray-flanked Cinclodes Cinclodes oustaleti 2

4 Seaside Cinclodes Cinclodes nigrofumosus 2

2 Des Murs's Wiretail Sylviorthorhynchus desmursii 1

3 Tufted Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura platensis 2

3 Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura aegithaloides 3

2 Rusty-vented Canastero Asthenes dorbignyi 2

2 Short-billed Canastero Asthenes baeri 1

1 Cordilleran Canastero Asthenes modesta 1

6 Sharp-billed Canastero Asthenes pyrrholeuca 5

1 Stripe-crowned Spinetail Cranioleuca pyrrhophia 1

2 Patagonian Canastero Pseudasthenes patagonica 2

4 Steinbach's Canastero Pseudasthenes steinbachi 4

15 Brown Cacholote Pseudoseisura lophotes 4

4 White-throated Cacholote Pseudoseisura gutturalis 2

1 Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens 1
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3 White-tipped Plantcutter Phytotoma rutila 2

4 Rufous-tailed Plantcutter Phytotoma rara 2

5 Many-colored Rush Tyrant Tachuris rubrigastra 1

4 Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant Anairetes flavirostris 3

5 Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes parulus 2

3 Subtropical Doradito Pseudocolopteryx acutipennis 2

3 Ticking Doradito Pseudocolopteryx citreola 2

32 White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps 3

4 White-crested Tyrannulet Serpophaga subcristata 2

4 Straneck's Tyrannulet Serpophaga griseicapilla 1

14 Greater Wagtail-Tyrant Stigmatura budytoides 2

1 Southern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus modestus 1

3 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus 3

2 White-winged Black-Tyrant Knipolegus aterrimus 2

38 Spectacled Tyrant Hymenops perspicillatus 4

2 Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola maculirostris 1

1 Cinereous Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola cinereus 1

1 Ochre-naped Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola flavinucha 1

1 Rufous-naped Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola rufivertex 1

6 White-browed Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola albilora 3

1 Black-fronted Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola frontalis 1

4 Fire-eyed Diucon Pyrope pyrope 3

1 Black-crowned Monjita Neoxolmis coronatus 1
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2 Rusty-backed Monjita Neoxolmis rubetra 2

3 Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant Agriornis montanus 3

1 Gray-bellied Shrike-Tyrant Agriornis micropterus 1

2 Swainson's Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsoni 1

1 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus 1

5 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 4

6 Crowned Slaty Flycatcher Empidonomus aurantioatrocristatus 2

4 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 3

25 Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana 7

3 Chilean Swallow Tachycineta leucopyga 3

17 Southern Martin Progne elegans 6

40 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 11

11 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 4

7 Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus 3

7 Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis 1

14 Chilean Mockingbird Mimus thenca 6

13 Patagonian Mockingbird Mimus patagonicus 8

10 White-banded Mockingbird Mimus triurus 3

15 Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco 6

17 Austral Thrush Turdus falcklandii 5

2 Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus 2

39 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 8

10 Hooded Siskin Spinus magellanicus 3
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5 Yellow-rumped Siskin Spinus uropygialis 2

6 Black-chinned Siskin Spinus barbatus 1

52 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 9

16 Long-tailed Meadowlark Leistes loyca 5

35 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 5

8 Austral Blackbird Curaeus curaeus 2

14 Grayish Baywing Agelaioides badius 5

22 Yellow-winged Blackbird Agelasticus thilius 2

4 Ringed Warbling Finch Microspingus torquatus 3

5 Blue-and-yellow Tanager Rauenia bonariensis 5

30 Gray-hooded Sierra Finch Phrygilus gayi 7

22 Diuca Finch Diuca diuca 6

11 Mourning Sierra Finch Rhopospina fruticeti 3

3 Band-tailed Sierra Finch Rhopospina alaudina 1

1 Carbonated Sierra Finch Rhopospina carbonaria 1

6 Cinnamon Warbling Finch Poospiza ornata 1

17 Greater Yellow-Finch Sicalis auriventris 5

2 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola 1

33 Grassland Yellow-Finch Sicalis luteola 2

5 Great Pampa-Finch Embernagra platensis 4

1 Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens 1

2 Many-colored Chaco Finch Saltatricula multicolor 1

6 Golden-billed Saltator Saltator aurantiirostris 3
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