Trip Report — Colombia’s Eastern
Cordillera 2026

January 13-21, 2026 with Jesse Fagan

Our group at La Herreria after seeing the endemic Cundinamarca Antpitta. Thanks for a
great trip!

What a whirlwind trip around the birding hotspots of Bogota! It's impressive
the number of species we were able to record in just seven days of birding
mostly within the “grasp” of the capital city. It does require some early starts
to beat the traffic, but it's very much worth it for so many birds in such a short
period. Despite the proximity to a city with over 10 million inhabitants, the
tour also samples a nice altitudinal range of ecosystems from sea level in
the llanos near Villavicencio, the Andean foothills at Chicaque and Pedro
Palo, montane forest at Chingaza National Park, and paramo grasslands at
Sumapaz. The corresponding flora and fauna were also quite diverse. For
example, on this tour we saw Giant Anteater and Apolinar's Wren! Go
figure.



One of my favorite shots of the trip was this endemic Apolinar's Wren taken by Linnet
Tse at Sumapaz NP.

So, yes, the tour is in and out of Bogota but by design it also spends a
considerable amount of time not in the city. We started off in the small town
of La Vega visiting a site called Tabacal. The parking lot was buzzing with
birds early in the morning. We quickly ticked off Bar-crested Antshrike,
Black-bellied Wren, and Spectacled Parrotlets, among others. By the time
the gates opened we were well on our way to 100 species that morning. We
managed to pull out decent looks of Blue-lored Antbird on the trails, plus
chattery Checker-throated Stipplethroats, and a surprise Velvet-fronted
Euphonia. A quick visit to Jardin Encantado later in the day had us drowning
in hummingbird action. The endemic Indigo-capped Hummingbird was
common, and a female Gorgeted Woodstar buzzed in an appearance. In
total, we tallied eleven species of hummingbird here.



We spent our first two nights near the town of La Mesa where we visited
Chicaque Nature Park on the first morning. It was a little slow in the dense
fog that shrouded the site for most of the day, but we hit a couple of the
mega-flocks that Chicaque is famous for. One of those flocks contained 30+
individuals (lots of Grass-green Tanagers and Ashy-throated Chlorospingus)
including Brown-billed Scythebill, Yellow-billed Cacique (all too brief!),
Montane and Lineated foliage-gleaners, and Fawn-breasted Tanager. It was
one of those flocks you dream of! And most of the group got a kick out of
thermaling a Blackish Tapaculo! (Honestly, it's practically the only way to
find those little guys!) The next morning, we drove up to Pedro Palo for a
morning worth of birding before heading back into Bogota. It was easy
walking with lots of birds at eye-level and our best looks at Speckle-
breasted Wren, Plain Antvireo, Flame-faced Tanager, and a giant
Copperhead Tarantula.

Crushing shot by participant Myles McNally of a Fawn-breasted Tanager at Chicaque.
This was one of the group's favorite birds.



There were a couple of mornings spent at higher elevations on the tour. At
Chingaza we focused on the montane forest “sub-paramo.” It's always about
finding the flocks here, and we hit a couple that added greatly to our species
list. It's also more quality vs. quantity at these elevations. Standouts this
morning include Pale-bellied Tapaculo, Pale-naped Brushfinch, Black-
chested Mountain Tanager, and Rufous-browed Conebill. We made a stop
at Observatorio de Colibri in the afternoon and what an amazing place. Not
many spots in the world you can photograph Longuemare’s Sunangel, Black-
tailed Trainbearer, Glowing Puffleg, Sword-billed Hummingbird, and Blue-
throated Starfrontlet without taking one step. The following day we traveled
across town climbing a little higher into a strange other-worldly habitat of
bunch grass and Espeletia plants. There were a lot of new trip birds here for
us: Green-bearded Helmetcrest, Boyaca Antpitta, Chestnut-winged
Cincloides, Many-striped Canastero, Plain-capped Ground-Tyrant, and
Apolinar’'s Wren. That’s a significant haul of high-quality birds.



You can appreciate the white chest of this White-chested Puffbird taken at Bosque
Bavaria by Myles McNally.

From the Bogota plain, we then descended for the last two days of the tour
into the eastern lowlands. This ended up being one of the group highlights of
the tour. Our evening out on the [lanos plain was magical as dusk settled in
around us and we watched Giant Anteaters come out into the open grass
and Yellow-crowned Amazons, sounding a lot like little babies crying for
their bottle, settled in for the night. Earlier that afternoon we had stood awe
struck as a troop of Ornate Titi Monkeys slowly worked their way across the
road in front of us, jumping limbs and climbing fences until they found the
safety of a larger forest patch. | would be remiss to not mention our birding
at Bosque Bavaria and our lovely little lodge at Camana (so much
hospitality!). Both provided new birds and judging by all the fantastic
photos, great looks, too. Finally, the last morning we climbed into the eastern
foothills of the Eastern Cordillera to meet up with the Herrera family. It was
here that we saw a little known antpitta described to science in 1992 by



Gary F. Stiles but first observed by Peter G. Kaestner in October 1989. The
Cundinamarca Antpitta, thanks to the Herrera family, is now viewable at their
hide and we were lucky enough to observe and photograph one. It was a
beautiful morning looking across the Andes from their porch, and a great way
to end the trip.

Thanks to all of you for joining me on this fun adventure. | look forward to
our next trip. | also need to thank Manuela and Dario for their excellent
work. All the best in 2026 and beyond.

What an amazing photograph by Linnet Tse of this Ornate Titi Monkey near Camana.
We love the posture and composition of the photo. Well done.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/481383




You can see my iNaturalist report of non-avian taxa at this
link: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/field-guides-birding-tours-colombia-s-
eastern-cordillera-2026-with-jesse-fagan

Jesse Fagan (aka Motmot) from Lima, Peru
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Cinereous Tinamou Crypturellus cinereus
Andean Teal Anasandium

Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea

Andean Guan Penelope montagnii

Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata

Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata
Plain-breasted Ground Dove Columbina minuta
Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti
Scaled Dove Columbina squammata

Ruddy Quail-Dove Geotrygon montana
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla

Lined Quail-Dove Zentrygon linearis

Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata

Greater Ani Crotophaga major
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani

Little Cuckoo Coccycua minuta

Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana

Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis
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White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris
Fork-tailed Palm Swift Tachornis squamata
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora
White-bearded Hermit Phaethornis hispidus
Green Hermit Phaethornis guy

Blue-fronted Lancebill Doryfera johannae
Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans

Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus
Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis
Longuemare's Sunangel Heliangelus clarisse
Tourmaline Sunangel Heliangelus exortis
Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys
Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii
Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae
Green-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia nuna
Bronze-tailed Thornbill Chalcostigma heteropogon
Green-bearded Helmetcrest Oxypogon guerinii
Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina

Glowing Puffleg Eriocnemis vestita
Coppery-bellied Puffleg Eriocnemis cupreoventris
Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena

Collared Inca Coeligena torquata

Golden-bellied Starfrontlet Coeligena bonapartei
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Blue-throated Starfrontlet Coeligena helianthea
Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera
Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus
Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens
White-booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii
White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant
Gorgeted Woodstar Chaetocercus heliodor
White-vented Plumeleteer Chalybura buffonii
Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica
Indigo-capped Hummingbird Saucerottia cyanifrons
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl
Andean Emerald Uranomitra franciae
Shining-green Hummingbird Chrysuronia goudoti
Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata
Bogota Rail Rallus semiplumbeus

Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus
American Coot Fulica americana

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Wattled Jacana Jacanajacana

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481383

Field Guides Birding Tours -- COLOMBIA'S EASTERN CORDILLERA, 2026 (with Jesse Fagan) - eBird Trip Report

Wil

Wi

il

(N

il

W3

Wi

a2

(N

il

Wil

[N

il

W3

il

Wil

W2

il

W3

il

Wil

Wi

a2

4/15


https://ebird.org/species/bltsta1
https://ebird.org/species/swbhum1
https://ebird.org/species/gresap1
https://ebird.org/species/butcor1
https://ebird.org/species/boorat1
https://ebird.org/species/whbwoo6
https://ebird.org/species/gorwoo2
https://ebird.org/species/whvplu1
https://ebird.org/species/crowoo1
https://ebird.org/species/inchum1
https://ebird.org/species/rtlhum
https://ebird.org/species/andeme1
https://ebird.org/species/shghum1
https://ebird.org/species/glteme1
https://ebird.org/species/bograi1
https://ebird.org/species/gycwor1
https://ebird.org/species/y00475
https://ebird.org/species/purgal2
https://ebird.org/species/soulap1
https://ebird.org/species/watjac1
https://ebird.org/species/solsan
https://ebird.org/species/greyel
https://ebird.org/species/pibgre
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1773957894168.1773958855415.525&__hssc=60209138.2.1773958855415&__hsfp=fcd55c8efda8b99fb9401d25c1d1e19e
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1773957894168.1773958855415.525&__hssc=60209138.2.1773958855415&__hsfp=fcd55c8efda8b99fb9401d25c1d1e19e
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

3/19/26, 5:36 PM

4

8

13

1

199

89

10

56

13

Hoatzin Opisthocomus hoazin

Wood Stork Mycteria americana
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum
White Ibis Eudocimus albus

Scarlet Ibis Eudocimus ruber
Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus
Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja
Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix
Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Striated Heron Butorides striata
Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis
Great Egret Ardeaalba

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus
Andean Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium jardinii
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia

Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis
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Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota

Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
Two-banded Puffbird Hypnelus bicinctus
White-chested Puffbird Malacoptila fusca
Yellow-billed Nunbird Monasa flavirostris
White-chinned Jacamar Galbula tombacea

Gilded Barbet Capito auratus

Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii

Southern Emerald-Toucanet Aulacorhynchus albivitta
Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis
Many-banded Aracari Pteroglossus pluricinctus
Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus
Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus

Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus
Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus
Smoky-brown Woodpecker Leuconotopicus fumigatus
Red-stained Woodpecker Veniliornis affinis
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus
Spot-breasted Woodpecker Colaptes punctigula
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus
Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima

American Kestrel Falco sparverius
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Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis
Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis
Cobalt-winged Parakeet Brotogeris cyanoptera
Yellow-crowned Amazon Amazona ochrocephala
Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica
Spectacled Parrotlet Forpus conspicillatus
Brown-throated Parakeet Eupsittula pertinax
Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus
Black-crested Antshrike Sakesphorus canadensis
Bar-crested Antshrike Thamnophilus multistriatus
Northern Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus punctatus
Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis
Checker-throated Stipplethroat Epinecrophylia fulviventris
Dusky Antbird Cercomacroides tyrannina
White-browed Antbird Myrmoborus leucophrys
Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus
Spot-winged Antbird Myrmelastes leucostigma
White-bellied Antbird Myrmeciza longipes
Blue-lored Antbird Hafferia immaculata
Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla
Cundinamarca Antpitta Grallaria kaestneri
Muisca Antpitta Grallaria rufula

Boyaca Antpitta Grallaria alticola
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Long-tailed Tapaculo Scytalopus micropterus
Blackish Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans

Pale-bellied Tapaculo Scytalopus griseicollis
Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus
Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus
Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pusillus
Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii
Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger
Northern Plain-Xenops Xenops mexicanus
Chestnut-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes albidiventris
Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis
Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris
Ochre-throated Foliage-gleaner Automolus ochrolaemus
Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens

Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger

Plain Thornbird Phacellodomus inornatus
Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata
White-chinned Thistletail Asthenes fuliginosa
Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata
Plain-crowned Spinetail Synallaxis gujanensis
Silvery-throated Spinetail Synallaxis subpudica
Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae

Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis unirufa
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Stripe-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis cinnamomea
White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus

Striolated Manakin Machaeropterus striolatus
Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii
Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus

Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor

White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus
Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus
Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris
Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus ruficeps
Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum
Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens
Ochre-lored Flatbill Tolmomyias flaviventris

Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus

Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum
White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus stictopterus
White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus

Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii
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Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata

Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster

Small-billed Elaenia Elaenia parvirostris

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps

Black-capped Tyrannulet Tyranniscus nigrocapillus

Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops

Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens

Plain-capped Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola alpinus

White-headed Marsh Tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala

Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis
Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana
Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis
Scrub Greenlet Hylophilus flavipes

Rufous-naped Greenlet Pachysylvia semibrunnea
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys

Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus
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Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca
Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina
Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus
Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus
Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus
Apolinar's Wren Cistothorus apolinari
Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus zonatus
Black-bellied Wren Pheugopedius fasciatoventris
Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis
Speckle-breasted Wren Pheugopedius sclateri
Rufous-and-white Wren Thryophilus rufalbus
Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia unirufa

Sharpe's Wren Cinnycerthia olivascens
White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys
Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus

Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus

Great Thrush Turdus fuscater

Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis
Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas
Spectacled Thrush Turdus nudigenis

Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica
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Velvet-fronted Euphonia Euphonia concinna
Golden-bellied Euphonia Euphonia chrysopasta
Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris
Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster
Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria

Rosy Thrush-Tanager Rhodinocichla rosea
Ashy-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus canigularis
Common Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavopectus
Gray-browed Brushfinch Arremon assimilis
Yellow-mandibled Sparrow Arremon axillaris
Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis
Moustached Brushfinch Atlapetes albofrenatus
Ochre-breasted Brushfinch Atlapetes semirufus
Northern Slaty Brushfinch Atlapetes schistaceus
Pale-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes pallidinucha
Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna
Red-breasted Meadowlark Leistes militaris
Yellow-billed Cacique Amblycercus holosericeus
Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons
Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus
Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis
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Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus

Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris

Oriole Blackbird Gymnomystax mexicanus

Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis

Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia

Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina

Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia

Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi

Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata

Chestnut-capped Warbler Basileuterus delattrii

Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus

Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus

Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata

Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda

Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis

Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus

Golden-fronted Redstart Myioborus ornatus

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus

Superciliaried Hemispingus Thlypopsis superciliaris

Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata
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Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo
Crimson-backed Tanager Ramphocelus dimidiatus
Blue-capped Tanager Sporathraupis cyanocephala
Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii
Black-chested Mountain Tanager Cnemathraupis eximia
Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris
Buff-banded Mountain Tanager Dubusia taeniata
Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Black-capped Tanager Stilpnia heinei

Scrub Tanager Stilpnia vitriolina

Masked Tanager Stilpnia nigrocincta

Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis
Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis
Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides
Plain-colored Tanager Tangara inornata
Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana
Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola
Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakii
Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis

Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza

Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum
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Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum sitticolor
Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons
Rufous-browed Conebill Conirostrum rufum
Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii
Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis
White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera
Bluish Flowerpiercer Diglossa caerulescens
Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea
Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola

Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus
Dull-colored Grassquit Asemospiza obscura
Buff-throated Saltator Saitator maximus

Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus
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