Trip Report — Chile 2024
November 15-December 5, 2024 with Willy Perez & local guide

El Embalse del Yeso is one of the most visited places near Santiago; here our intrepid group is posing for a fantastic
shot. Clearly you can see why I always mention Chile's stunning landscape.

Once again this Chile tour 2024 was a big success and as usual we went from the
bottom to the top. Chile, being the longest country in the world, is like visiting at least
4 countries in one. We started this tour flying from Santiago to Punta Arenas to
explore the Patagonian area, so every bird with a name Patagonian or Magellanic on
it was a big target. The weather gave us a bit of a taste, with one morning of very
strong winds, but in general it was kind to us. We visited La Isla Grande de Tierra del
Fuego and also the super famous Torres del Paine National Park. Crossing by ferry to
Tierra del Fuego there was a combination of watching different sea birds like Black
browed Albatross, Magellanic Diving Petrel, Imperial Cormorants and Chilean Skuas
that were present along the channel. We also managed to see Magellanic Plovers and
the stunning King Penguins. Back on the mainland, we went to Torres del Paine and
along the way we came across many Andean Condors, White-bridled and Yellow-
bridled Finches, Magellanic Woodpecker, and even the super rare Austral Rail was
part of the repertory. Also, here we saw many species of waterfowl and Austral
Pygmy Owl.



Magellanic Plover is a unique bird that is in its own family, confined to Chile and Argentina. It is a bird like no other
that has been confusing scientists for a long time. It was a real treat to see this special bird the first day of our trip
and Rick Woodruff got a great photo.

Our flight to Puerto Montt was smooth and we started our Lagos adventure visiting
the Monumento Natural Lahuen Nadi for one afternoon. Along the trails of this park,
we started to be close to the many tapaculos which are definitely a sensation in Chile.
Obviously, like any tapaculos, they were hard to see but along the trails we had great
views of the most southern hummingbird in the world, the Green backed

Firecrown, and we had our first encounter with a Patagonian Tyrant. After a short
drive we stayed in the very picturesque town of Puerto Varas with stunning views of
the LLanquihue lake and the majestic Calbuco and Osorno volcanos.



If you want to see Tapaculos, Chile is the place to visit. It is not just that you actually will see them, but it has the
most fancy of all. Here David and Judy Smith got this fantastic picture of a Chucao Tapaculo, just to prove that
colorful, beautiful Tapaculos exist.

The next day we drove along the coastline our way to Temuco, with several stops that
were very productive. Some people managed to see our first Chucao Tapaculo and Des
Murs’s Wiretail that gave us a bit of a show. In Temuco we visit Cerro Nielol Park and
explored the road of this unique place. We had incredible views of Black throated Huet
-Huet, Slender-billed Parakeets and Chilean Pigeons. The following couple of days we
stayed at the valley of Las Trancas just below the Nevados de Chillan. This charming
valley is surrounded by big Nothofagus trees and it is home for Chestnut-throated
Huet-Huet, a big Tapaculo that likes this kind of habitat. We were very lucky because
just close to our cabins there was a pair feeding and they gave us a fantastic show.
Eventually we went up to higher elevation where Rufous-tailed Plantcutter and
Patagonian Forest Earthcreeper were seen.



Burrowing Parakeets are distributed in Argentina mostly, and a small population in Chile. They nest in large
colonies, especially near seasides or river edges, which is exactly where we saw them. This photo taken by Rick
Woodruff showed the fantastic colors of the Chilean subspecies.

The drive from Las Trancas to Santiago was long but it was also unique; the scenery
was lovely and the amazing encounter with Burrowing Parakeets on a river bank was
special. In central Chile we visited two classic places. The first day from Santiago we
went to El Yeso reservoir and the day was full of good birds. To mention a few, the
Moustached Turca was the first impressive bird that we saw, followed by Crag Chilia
(a Chilean endemic) and the superb Diademed Sandpiper Plover. The next day we
visited Farellones and Valle Nevado; the altitude here is 10,000 feet and Andean
Condors and Mountain Caracaras were flying by. The same day we drove to Vina del
Mar and stayed in the fascinating Hotel Oceanic, which was the highlight where the
Inca Terns were everywhere. Our pelagic trip from Valparaiso was fantastic; 4 species
of Albatrosses were seen, followed by Petrels, Shearwaters and many other oceanic
birds. The last part of the trip we flew to Arica where we were able to see the dry and
vast Atacama Desert. With a quick stop that day we drove straight to the Altiplano for
2 nights. This place was full of highland birds and a very stunning landscape. The most
remarkable birds were the 3 species of Flamingos, Giant Coot, Lesser Rhea (the Puna
race), Andean Avocet and Puna Tinamous to mention a few.



Rails are always difficult to see and Austral Rail is not the exception. People believed that the bird was extinct until
it was found again in 1998. Since then, if you are lucky and the conditions are good, sometimes you can have a
glimpse of them. Here David and Judy Smith got a great picture of this elusive bird.

Back to the desert the pressure was to find the rarest hummingbird in the world. We
put all our efforts to find the Chilean Woodstar, and luckily we managed to see a few
of them that are still around in their very restricted habitat along the oasis. This trip
was packed with stunning scenery, a lot of birds and delicious pisco sours. For me it
was a real pleasure to share this great time with all of you and thank you for traveling
with us. Also, | would like to say thank you to Rodrigo, our very informative local guide.
| wish you all the best and | hope that we can do some more serious fun birding.

Other animals seen on the tour.
Mammals.

Old world Rabbit, European brown Hare, White-bellied Grass Mouse, Bolivian
Pericote, Northern Mountain Viscacha, Nutria, Dusky Dolphin, Commerson’s Dolphin,
Orca, Fin Whale, Southern sea Lion, Guanaco, Llama, Alpaca, Vicuna, Andean Deer,
Southern gray Fox, Culpeo Fox, Marine Otter.

Lizards.

Thin Tree Lizard (Liolaemus tenuis), Blackish-green Lizard (Liolaemus nigroviridis)
Corredor de Arica (Microlophus heterolepis)



Un abrazo Willy.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/306475

Abrazos from Dorset, Willy
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44 Lesser Rhea Rheapennata [ 119
3 Chilean Tinamou Nothoprocta perdicaria Q2

1 PunaTinamou Tinamotis pentlandii @ il
20 Black-necked Swan Cygnus melancoryphus a2
11 Coscoroba Swan Coscoroba coscoroba W4
11 Andean Goose Oressochen melanopterus a2
64 Upland Goose Chloephaga picta i
15 Ashy-headed Goose Chloephaga poliocephala 2
2 Ruddy-headed Goose Chloephaga rubidiceps il
10 Flying Steamer-Duck Tachyeres patachonicus @ N1 w6
4 Flightless Steamer-Duck Tachyeres pteneres il
22 Crested Duck Lophonetta specularioides il 5
5 Spectacled Duck Speculanas specularis il
2 Torrent Duck Merganetta armata il
3 PunaTeal Spatulapuna il
14 Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera i3
13 Red Shoveler Spatula platalea n3
13 Chiloe Wigeon Mareca sibilatrix (14
3 White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis il
22 Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica w6
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35 Yellow-billed Teal Anas flavirostris [ XS]
2 Black-headed Duck Heteronetta atricapilla (1l
8 Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea 1
5 Lake Duck Oxyura vittata a2

13 California Quail Callipepla californica * 04

37 RockPigeon Columba livia * w5
9 Spot-winged Pigeon Patagioenas maculosa w4

10 Chilean Pigeon Patagioenas araucana M4
5 Picui Ground Dove Columbina picui 4
4 Croaking Ground Dove Columbina cruziana 02
1 Black-winged Ground Dove Metriopelia melanoptera 1

13 West Peruvian Dove Zenaida meloda IS}

26 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata (IR
2 Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris il
1 Band-winged Nightjar Systellura longirostris (1l
2 Andean Swift Aeronautes andecolus Ml
1 Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans il

11 Green-backed Firecrown Sephanoides sephaniodes 4
2 Andean Hillstar Oreotrochilus estella Wi
2 White-sided Hillstar Oreotrochilus leucopleurus @ Nl
3 Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas a3
5 Peruvian Sheartail Thaumastura cora W2
4 Oasis Hummingbird Rhodopis vesper a3
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Austral Rail Rallus antarcticus

Plumbeous Rail Pardirallus sanguinolentus
Spot-flanked Gallinule Porphyriops melanops
Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata
Red-fronted Coot Fulica rufifrons

Giant Coot Fulica gigantea @

Red-gartered Coot Fulica armillata
Slate-colored Coot Fulica ardesiaca
White-winged Coot Fulica leucoptera
Magellanic Plover Pluvianellus socialis @
Peruvian Thick-knee Hesperoburhinus superciliaris
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus
Andean Avocet Recurvirostra andina
American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus

Blackish Oystercatcher Haematopus ater

Magellanic Oystercatcher Haematopus leucopodus

Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Tawny-throated Dotterel Oreopholus ruficollis

Diademed Sandpiper-Plover Phegornis mitchellii @

Rufous-chested Dotterel Zonibyx modestus

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

https://ebird.org/tripreport/306475

Field Guides Birding Tours- The Classic Chile 2024 (With Willy Perez and local guide Rodrigo Tapia) - eBird Trip Report

Wi

a2

W2

il

Wil

BN

IS

[N

il

BNlall

Wi

a2

(N

W3

w2

W5

a2

[N

Nl

Wil

Wi

il

W4

4/13


https://ebird.org/species/ausrai1
https://ebird.org/species/plurai1
https://ebird.org/species/spfgal1
https://ebird.org/species/comgal1
https://ebird.org/species/refcoo1
https://ebird.org/species/giacoo1
https://ebird.org/species/regcoo1
https://ebird.org/species/slccoo1
https://ebird.org/species/whwcoo1
https://ebird.org/species/magplo1
https://ebird.org/species/petkne1
https://ebird.org/species/bknsti
https://ebird.org/species/andavo1
https://ebird.org/species/ameoys
https://ebird.org/species/blaoys1
https://ebird.org/species/magoys1
https://ebird.org/species/bkbplo
https://ebird.org/species/tatdot1
https://ebird.org/species/diaplo1
https://ebird.org/species/rucdot1
https://ebird.org/species/killde
https://ebird.org/species/semplo
https://ebird.org/species/soulap1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1737653152724.1737654422478.93&__hssc=60209138.1.1737654422478&__hsfp=3297947905
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1737653152724.1737654422478.93&__hssc=60209138.1.1737654422478&__hsfp=3297947905
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

1/23/25,12:04 PM Field Guides Birding Tours- The Classic Chile 2024 (With Willy Perez and local guide Rodrigo Tapia) - eBird Trip Report

3 Andean Lapwing Vanellus resplendens (1l

4 Two-banded Plover Anarhynchus falklandicus il

7 Gray-breasted Seedsnipe Thinocorus orbignyianus @ =] |2

4 Least Seedsnipe Thinocorus rumicivorus (1l
99 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus w4
7 Magellanic Snipe Gallinago magellanica i3

5 Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius il
23 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 4
100 Willet Tringa semipalmata il
17 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca i3
34 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres W3
20 Surfbird Calidris virgata Al
8 Sanderling Calidris alba (1l
20 Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii 05
12  White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis il

1 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla il

4 Chilean Skua Stercorarius chilensis 2

4 Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus Q2
62 Brown-hooded Gull Chroicocephalus maculipennis a8
602 Gray Gull Leucophaeus modestus W3
13 Dolphin Gull Leucophaeus scoresbii a5
2254 Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan a5
130 Belcher's Gull Larus belcheri 02
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Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger

Inca Tern Larosternainca @

South American Tern Sterna hirundinacea
Elegant Tern Thalasseus elegans

Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis
Andean Flamingo Phoenicoparrus andinus
James's Flamingo Phoenicoparrus jamesi
White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps
Great Grebe Podiceps major

Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis

King Penguin Aptenodytes patagonicus @

Humboldt Penguin Spheniscus humboldti

Northern Royal Albatross Diomedea sanfordi

Buller's Albatross Thalassarche bulleri @&

Salvin's Albatross Thalassarche salvini @

Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris @

Wilson's Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus

Southern Giant-Petrel Macronectes giganteus

Northern Giant-Petrel Macronectes halli

Southern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialoides

White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis
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14 Pink-footed Shearwater Ardenna creatopus il
12 Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea il
3 Peruvian Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides garnotii (1l
2 Magellanic Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides magellani il
49 Peruvian Booby Sulavariegata w4
16 Red-legged Cormorant Poikilocarbo gaimardi M3
32 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum @ Lol RN
22 Magellanic Cormorant Leucocarbo magellanicus @ o NI
8 Guanay Cormorant Leucocarbo bougainvilliorum Ml
67 Imperial Cormorant Leucocarbo atriceps @ M1 a6
1 White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi il
4 Punalbis Plegadis ridgwayi @ N2
67 Black-faced Ibis Theristicus melanopis o
4 Andean lbis Theristicus branickii Wi
1 Stripe-backed Bittern Botaurus involucris (1l
14 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax o6
2 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea il
14 Snowy Egret Egretta thula i3
2 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis Ml
2 GreatEgret Ardeaalba Wi
142 Peruvian Pelican Pelecanus thagus @ s LI
26 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus w4
26 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus a5
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39 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura ms
2 Cinereous Harrier Circus cinereus W2
1 Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus il
10 Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma o6
3 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus 2
2 Lesser Horned Owl Bubo magellanicus @ N2
4 Austral Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium nana @ M1 |3
1 Peruvian Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium peruanum (1l
1 Rufous-legged Owl Strix rufipes Wi
1 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata (1l
8 Striped Woodpecker Dryobates lignarius (1S
4 Magellanic Woodpecker Campephilus magellanicus @ M1 A2
5 Chilean Flicker Colaptes pitius 02
3 Andean Flicker Colaptes rupicola Wil
30 Crested Caracara Caracara plancus s
41 Chimango Caracara Daptrius chimango a5
6 Mountain Caracara Daptrius megalopterus a3
6 American Kestrel Falco sparverius W4
2 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus w2
4 Austral Parakeet Enicognathus ferrugineus il
37 Slender-billed Parakeet Enicognathus leptorhynchus o6
41 Burrowing Parakeet Cyanoliseus patagonus @ M2
3 Chestnut-throated Huet-huet Pteroptochos castaneus il
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4 Black-throated Huet-huet Pteroptochos tarnii

4 Moustached Turca Pteroptochos megapodius @ a )

2 White-throated Tapaculo Scelorchilus albicollis
18 Chucao Tapaculo Scelorchilus rubecula

3 Ochre-flanked Tapaculo Eugralla paradoxa

3 Dusky Tapaculo Scytalopus fuscus

9 Magellanic Tapaculo Scytalopus magellanicus

2 Common Miner Geositta cunicularia

5 Rufous-banded Miner Geositta rufipennis

1 Short-billed Miner Geositta antarctica

2 Creamy-rumped Miner Geositta isabellina & Call
13 White-throated Treerunner Pygarrhichas albogularis

1 Straight-billed Earthcreeper Ochetorhynchus ruficaudus @ ]

2 Band-tailed Earthcreeper Ochetorhynchus phoenicurus

2 Crag Chilia Ochetorhynchus melanurus @ ]l

2 Wren-like Rushbird Phleocryptes melanops

2 Patagonian Forest Earthcreeper Upucerthia saturatior

5 Scale-throated Earthcreeper Upucerthia dumetaria

2 White-throated Earthcreeper Upucerthia albigula

2 Buff-breasted Earthcreeper Upucerthia validirostris

3 Buff-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes fuscus

4 Cream-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes albiventris

3 Gray-flanked Cinclodes Cinclodes oustaleti
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3 White-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes atacamensis M2
5 Dark-bellied Cinclodes Cinclodes patagonicus a3
4 Seaside Cinclodes Cinclodes nigrofumosus @ ?N1 a2
16 Thorn-tailed Rayadito Aphrastura spinicauda a5
2 Des Murs's Wiretail Sylviorthorhynchus desmursii Q2
12 Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura aegithaloides 05
1 Streaked Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura striata (1l
3 Creamy-breasted Canastero Asthenes dorbignyi 02
2 Austral Canastero Asthenes anthoides Ml
6 Cordilleran Canastero Asthenes modesta W3
1 Sharp-billed Canastero Asthenes pyrrholeuca il
2 Canyon Canastero Asthenes pudibunda (1l
4 Dusky-tailed Canastero Pseudasthenes humicola 2
12 Rufous-tailed Plantcutter Phytotoma rara a5
2 Many-colored Rush Tyrant Tachuris rubrigastra il
2 Pied-crested Tit-Tyrant Anairetes reguloides Ml
1 Yellow-billed Tit-Tyrant Anairetes flavirostris il
5 Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes parulus i3
2 Ticking Doradito Pseudocolopteryx citreola @ il
32 White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps a2
2 Rufescent Flycatcher Myiophobus rufescens il
4 Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus a2
23 Austral Negrito Lessonia rufa mo
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Andean Negrito Lessonia oreas

Spectacled Tyrant Hymenops perspicillatus

Puna Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola juninensis
White-fronted Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola albifrons
Dark-faced Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola maclovianus @
White-browed Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola albilora
Cinnamon-bellied Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola capistratus
Black-fronted Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola frontalis
Fire-eyed Diucon Pyrope pyrope

Chocolate-vented Tyrant Neoxolmis rufiventris @
Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant Agriornis montanus
White-tailed Shrike-Tyrant Agriornis albicauda @
Patagonian Tyrant Colorhamphus parvirostris
White-browed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca leucophrys
Chilean Swallow Tachycineta leucopyga
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca
Andean Swallow Orochelidon andecola

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus

Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis

Chilean Mockingbird Mimus thenca

Patagonian Mockingbird Mimus patagonicus

Austral Thrush Turdus falcklandii

Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco
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House Sparrow Passer domesticus *
Correndera Pipit Anthus correndera

Hooded Siskin Spinus magellanicus

Black Siskin Spinus atratus

Yellow-rumped Siskin Spinus uropygialis
Black-chinned Siskin Spinus barbatus
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis
Peruvian Meadowlark Leistes bellicosus
Long-tailed Meadowlark Leistes loyca
Screaming Cowbird Molothrus rufoaxillaris @
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis

Austral Blackbird Curaeus curaeus
Yellow-winged Blackbird Agelasticus thilius
Blue-and-yellow Tanager Rauenia bonariensis
Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum
Black-hooded Sierra Finch Phrygilus atriceps
Gray-hooded Sierra Finch Phrygilus gayi @
Patagonian Sierra Finch Phrygilus patagonicus
Diuca Finch Diuca diuca

White-bridled Finch Melanodera melanodera @
Yellow-bridled Finch Melanodera xanthogramma
Plumbeous Sierra Finch Geospizopsis unicolor

Ash-breasted Sierra Finch Geospizopsis plebejus
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5 Slender-billed Finch Xenospingus concolor a2
16 Mourning Sierra Finch Rhopospina fruticeti a4
2 Band-tailed Sierra Finch Rhopospina alaudina il
2 Bright-rumped Yellow-Finch Sicalis uropygialis il
7 Greater Yellow-Finch Sicalis auriventris © N1 |3
14 Greenish Yellow-Finch Sicalis olivascens W2
2 Patagonian Yellow-Finch Sicalis lebruni (1l
19 Grassland Yellow-Finch Sicalis luteola W5
19 Chestnut-throated Seedeater Sporophila telasco a3
5 Band-tailed Seedeater Catamenia analis 3
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