Trip Report — Colombia’s Santa Marta
Mountains & Caribbean Coast I 2026

January 5-13, 2026 with Jesse Fagan

Just one of several awesome sunrises we experienced at the ProAves El Dorado Lodge from the
Kogi Cabins. This is looking southeast towards the higher portions of the Sierra Nevada de Santa
Marta. Photo by guide Jesse Fagan.

Santa Marta is one of the premier tour destinations for anyone visiting
Colombia for birds. There are several draws to this tour including an easy
flight schedule (with direct flights to Barranquilla from the US), a sensible
tour length at 10-days, and numerous endemics (25+) that can only be found
in the Santa Marta region. And for those of you escaping the frigid
temperatures of the north in January, the Caribbean coastline with its
abundance of sun is just too appealing.

We started the tour in Barranquilla and got out early our first morning (“pre-
breakfast”) to visit a local site for Chestnut-winged Chachalaca. We heard
several at dawn, but we needed a bit of patience before we finally saw one



well. Later in the morning we birded a newly minted mangrove boardwalk,
and though a little too narrow for our birding group, it proved productive for
Sapphire-throated Hummingbird. We lunched in Santa Marta at the mall
since we were detoured by an unforeseen road closure. This proved a
blessing in disguise as we were able to visit the nearby park, Quinta de San
Pedro Alejandrino. The birding was good here as we ticked off Caribbean
Hornero and Bicolored Wren, plus several large Green Iguanas lounging in
the grass. This site is also notable for being the place where Simon Bolivar
spent his last days and died on December 17, 1830. We got into Riohacha a
little late on this first day but had a nice dinner on the rooftop before finally
getting to bed.

One of the birds we were eager to see during our time in the Santa Marta Mountains was this
endemic Black-cheeked Mountain Tanager. Nice shot by participant Tony Nastase.

The next morning, we were off again visiting the coastal dry forest site of Los
Camarones. Our local guide, Johny, took us around to a bunch of birding



spots where we slowly ticked off the specialties: Bare-eyed Pigeon, Green-
rumped Parrotlet, Fulvous-crowned Scrub-Tyrant, Pale-tipped Tyrannulet,
Vermilion Cardinal, Orinocan Saltator, Tocuyo Sparrow, and, finally, Chestnut
Piculet. We had just about given up on the piculet before we spotted it
(actually heard it) as we were loading into the van! We enjoyed lunch at the
small beach community with coconut lemonade and fried snapper before
making our way back towards Santa Marta. In Santa Marta, we loaded up
into several large 4x4 vehicles for the bumpy trek up to the ProAves EL
Dorado Lodge.

Here's one we didn't see in the mountains, but rather on the Caribbean coast. This is a Caribbean
Hornero photographed by guide Jesse Fagan.

We spent four nights at the El Dorado Lodge. This allowed us to have ample
time for exploring the upper, mid, and lower elevations of the mountain

side. (Just a quick fact, the highest point in the Santa Martas is Pico Cristobal
Colon at 18,700 feet, which is only 26 miles from the coast, making it one of



the highest coastal ranges in the world.) The first morning was magical. We
departed very early and made a stop on our way up to San Lorenzo Ridge for
Santa Marta Screech-Owl. As we were standing in the dark, | felt a rush of
air by my head, and scanning around with my thermal scope, spotted a
glowing object above the vehicles. “Okay, everyone, turn around slowly.” |
brought up my flashlight and flicked it on, illuminating the endemic screech-
owl for the group. Quick high-fives and we continued up the mountain, still
pitch-black outside. We made it up to San Lorenzo Ridge as the first
packets of light were warming the eastern ridge and watched a spectacular
sunrise over the higher, snowy portions of the Sierra Nevada de Santa

Marta. The sunrise looked like fires burning on the mountains. It was a
productive morning here with regards to the birds, as we worked hard to find
many of the specialties like Santa Marta Warbler and Yellow-crowned
Redstart, Hermit Wood-Wren, Black-cheeked Mountain Tanager, and
Streak-capped Spinetail. There was also a cooperative Santa Marta Antpitta
visiting a worming station. That's about the only way you are going to see
that species! The next two days we spent time working areas below the
lodge (the middle elevation) between Minca and the El Dorado Lodge. This
zone has several important birds, too, like Groove-billed Toucanet, Coppery
Emerald, Santa Marta Woodstar, Rusty-breasted Antpitta, Yellow-legged
Thrush and Black-hooded thrushes, and Sierra Nevada Brushfinch. Even
time spent around the lodge was fun as loads of Band-tailed Guans
wandered around and Lined Quail-Dove visited the seed station. We also
had some interesting critters around the lodge that included scorpions, frogs,
and an endemic tarantula (Kankuamo marquezi) which also made its way into
a couple of cabins!



Impressive capture by participant Tony Nastase of this endemic Santa Marta Screech-Owl.

On our final day, we reluctantly dropped down again to Minca with a couple
of birding stops as we slowly made our way back to Barranquilla. Lunch in
Minca on the outdoor patio was delicious, with buzzing jacobins and White-
vented Plumeleteer beckoning us to stay a little longer. However, we had
one final bird we wanted to look for in the marshes around

Barranquilla. Northern Screamer had eluded us on our first day, and we
made one last final ditch effort to find one before heading to the

hotel. Unfortunately, most of the suitable habitat had been swallowed up by
shopping malls and food stands (progress they say!), but eventually we
found a couple of birds feeding quietly in grass nearly up to their heads. A
cool bird to end the trip.

We had some group highlights that most everyone agreed upon: Carikker’s
Mountain Tanager, Blue-naped Chlorophonia, Santa Marta Woodstar, and
Santa Marta Antpitta, all had multiple votes. The winner by a nose was



White-tipped Quetzal which gave us lengthy views at San Lorenzo

Ridge. The range-restricted quetzal is almost a Santa Marta

endemic. Everyone was also torn on their favorite experience. It was a tie
between the spectacular sunrises and sunsets from our lodge and the night
monkey feeding event. Finally, | want to thank all of you for trusting Field
Guides for your birding travel. | really enjoyed spending time with you in the
field and look forward to our next adventure together. Also, thank you to
Manuela and Dario for their excellent work.

Your guides for this tour, Jesse and Manuela, mucking it up for the camera. Thanks again for a
great trip!

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327




You can see my iNaturalist report of non-avian taxa at this
link: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/field-guides-birding-tours-
colombia-s-santa-marta-mountains-2026-with-jesse-fagan

Jesse Fagan (aka Motmot) from Lima, Peru
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For a narrative summary of this tour, including a Field Guides photo gallery and additional...
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Northern Screamer Chauna chavaria
Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii
Band-tailed Guan Penelope argyrotis
Chestnut-winged Chachalaca Ortalis garrula
Rufous-vented Chachalaca Ortalis ruficauda
Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis
Bare-eyed Pigeon Patagioenas corensis

Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata
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Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina
Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti
Scaled Dove Columbina squammata
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
Lined Quail-Dove Zentrygon linearis

Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris
Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana
Band-winged Nightjar Systellura longirostris
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora
Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsutus
Pale-bellied Hermit Phaethornis anthophilus
Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans

Brown Violetear Colibridelphinae

Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus
Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis
Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina

White-tailed Starfrontlet Coeligena phalerata
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Santa Marta Woodstar Chaetocercus astreans
Red-billed Emerald Chlorostilbon gibsoni

Coppery Emerald Chlorostilbon russatus

Santa Marta Blossomcrown Anthocephala floriceps
White-vented Plumeleteer Chalybura buffonii
Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica

Buffy Hummingbird Leucippus fallax

Steely-vented Hummingbird Saucerottia saucerottei
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl
Shining-green Hummingbird Chrysuronia goudoti
Sapphire-throated Hummingbird Chrysuronia coeruleogularis
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus
White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis
Double-striped Thick-knee Hesperoburhinus bistriatus
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus

American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus
Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Wattled Jacana Jacanajacana

Hudsonian Whimbrel Numenius hudsonicus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327

WS

mll

al

wi

w2

W6

ml

WS

W2

ml2

al

wi

Wi

Wi

ml

ml

ml

ml2

al

wi

4/16


https://ebird.org/species/samwoo2
https://ebird.org/species/rebeme1
https://ebird.org/species/copeme1
https://ebird.org/species/samblo1
https://ebird.org/species/whvplu1
https://ebird.org/species/crowoo1
https://ebird.org/species/bufhum1
https://ebird.org/species/stvhum2
https://ebird.org/species/rtlhum
https://ebird.org/species/shghum1
https://ebird.org/species/sathum1
https://ebird.org/species/gycwor1
https://ebird.org/species/whtcra1
https://ebird.org/species/dstkne
https://ebird.org/species/bknsti
https://ebird.org/species/ameoys
https://ebird.org/species/semplo
https://ebird.org/species/soulap1
https://ebird.org/species/watjac1
https://ebird.org/species/whimbr3
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1773960195156.1774013984821.528&__hssc=60209138.1.1774013984821&__hsfp=fcd55c8efda8b99fb9401d25c1d1e19e
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1773960195156.1774013984821.528&__hssc=60209138.1.1774013984821&__hsfp=fcd55c8efda8b99fb9401d25c1d1e19e
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

3/20/26, 8:39 AM Field Guides Birding Tours -- COLOMBIA'S SANTA MARTA MOUNTAINS, 2026 (with Jesse Fagan) - eBird Trip Report

2 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus il

2 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius a2
10 Willet Tringa semipalmata wli

1 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 1l

1 Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla Wi
300 Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla (1l
20 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 1R
11 Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex a2

1 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica (1l

1 Common Tern Sterna hirundo Wi
250 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis W2
501 Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 03
25 American Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber Wi
2 Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens 1R
131 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum a4
8 White Ibis Eudocimus albus w2
10 Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus (1
2 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea a2

4 Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 1R

4 Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens 1R
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50 Snowy Egret Egretta thula 02
2 Green Heron Butorides virescens (1l
67 GreatEgret Ardeaalba 03
2 GreatBlue Heron Ardea herodias W2

1 Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi Wi
12 Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis W2
1 King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa wi
109 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 4
126 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura @0
6 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 03

1 Black-and-white Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus melanoleucus (1l

2 Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 1R

2 Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea a2

8 Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis (1l

2 Common Black Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus (R

1 White-rumped Hawk Parabuteo leucorrhous 1R

1 Gray-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus 1l

4 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus a3

2 Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus a2

1 Santa Marta Screech-Owl Megascops gilesi 1R
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Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum
Mottled Owl Strix virgata

White-tipped Quetzal Pharomachrus fulgidus
Gartered Violaceous Trogon Trogon caligatus
Masked Trogon Trogon personatus

Whooping Motmot Momotus subrufescens
Russet-throated Puffbird Hypnelus ruficollis
Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda

Southern Emerald-Toucanet Aulacorhynchus albivitta
Groove-billed Toucanet Aulacorhynchus sulcatus
Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus

Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus

Scaled Piculet Picumnus squamulatus

Chestnut Piculet Picumnus cinnamomeus
Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus
Smoky-brown Woodpecker Leuconotopicus fumigatus
Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus

Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327
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Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus
Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus
Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis
Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus

Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica
Scaly-naped Amazon Amazona mercenarius
Green-rumped Parrotlet Forpus passerinus
Brown-throated Parakeet Eupsittula pertinax
Military Macaw Ara militaris

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet Psittacara wagleri
Black-crested Antshrike Sakesphorus canadensis
Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus
Black-backed Antshrike Thamnophilus melanonotus
Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis

Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor

Northern White-fringed Antwren Formicivora intermedia

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327
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Santa Marta Antbird Drymophila hellmayri

Santa Marta Antpitta Grallaria bangsi

Sierra Nevada Antpitta Grallaria spatiator
Rusty-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula ferrugineipectus
Santa Marta Tapaculo Scytalopus sanctaemartae
Brown-rumped Tapaculo Scytalopus latebricola
Gray-throated Leaftosser Sclerurus albigularis

Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa

Black-banded Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes picumnus

Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus

Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans
Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus
Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger
Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans

Caribbean Hornero Furnarius longirostris
Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis
Santa Marta Foliage-gleaner Clibanornis rufipectus
Streak-capped Spinetail Cranioleuca hellmayri
Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinrnamomeus

Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327
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White-whiskered Spinetail Synallaxis candei
Rusty-headed Spinetail Synallaxis fuscorufa
White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus
Golden-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola aureopectus
Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes galbinus
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus
Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus
Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant Atalotriccus pilaris
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer
Black-throated Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus granadensis
Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus sylvia
Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens
Ochre-lored Flatbill Tolmomyias flaviventris

Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum
White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus

Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii

Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327
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Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster
Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps
Black-capped Tyrannulet Tyranniscus nigrocapillus
Spectacled Tyrannulet Zimmeriusimprobus

Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops

Fulvous-crowned Scrub-Tyrant Euscarthmus meloryphus

Slender-billed Tyrannulet Inezia tenuirostris
Pale-tipped Tyrannulet Inezia caudata
Northern Tropical Pewee Contopus bogotensis
Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens

Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum @
Northern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus arenarum
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus
Santa Marta Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes pernix
Yellow-bellied Chat-Tyrant Silvicultrix diadema
Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
Panama Flycatcher Myiarchus panamensis

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327
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Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus
Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis

Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis
Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis
Scrub Greenlet Hylophilus flavipes

Golden-fronted Greenlet Pachysylvia aurantiifrons
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus

Black-chested Jay Cyanocorax affinis

Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis
Tropical Gnatcatcher Polioptila plumbea

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327
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Bicolored Wren Campylorhynchus griseus
Rufous-breasted Wren Pheugopedius rutilus
Rufous-and-white Wren Thryophilus rufalbus
Buff-breasted Wren Cantorchilus leucotis
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys
Hermit Wood-Wren Henicorhina anachoreta
Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus

Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus aurantiirostris
Black-hooded Thrush Turdus olivater
Yellow-legged Thrush Turdus flavipes
Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas
Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea
Trinidad Euphonia Euphonia trinitatis

Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris

Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria

Andean Siskin Spinus spinescens

Rosy Thrush-Tanager Rhodinocichla rosea

Tocuyo Sparrow Arremonops tocuyensis

Sierra Nevada Brushfinch Arremon basilicus

Golden-winged Sparrow Arremon schlegeli

https://ebird.org/tripreport/481327
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26 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis (14
24 Santa Marta Brushfinch Atlapetes melanocephalus o
6 Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus W4
16 Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater 5
6 Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularis a2

1 Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 1R

1 Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus il
8 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus W3
230 Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris i3
2 Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 1l
2 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia W2
13 Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea W4
10 Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina a4
4 American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla a3
9 Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca i3
8 Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva 03

1 Chestnut-capped Warbler Basileuterus delattrii 1l
3 Santa Marta Warbler Myiothlypis basilica a2
15 White-lored Warbler Myiothlypis conspicillata 5
12 Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus 5
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Yellow-crowned Redstart Myioborus flavivertex
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra

Vermilion Cardinal Cardinalis phoeniceus
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus
Blue-black Grosbeak Cyanoloxia cyanoides
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea

Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata
White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus
Crimson-backed Tanager Ramphocelus dimidiatus
Black-cheeked Mountain Tanager Anisognathus melanogenys
Carriker's Mountain Tanager Dubusia carrikeri @
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Glaucous Tanager Thraupis glaucocolpa

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Black-headed Tanager Stilpnia cyanoptera
Black-capped Tanager Stilpnia heinei
Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola

Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis

Bicolored Conebill Conirostrum bicolor

Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis
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7 White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera
1 Rusty Flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides
1 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
4 Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis
4 Pileated Finch Coryphospingus pileatus
7 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola
10 Black-faced Grassquit Melanospiza bicolor
5 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus
2 Orinocan Saltator Saltator orenocensis
6 Olive-gray Saltator Saltator olivascens

1 Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus

HYBRIDS

1 White x Scarlet Ibis (hybrid) Eudocimus albus x ruber

ADDITIONAL TAXA

1 hermitsp. Phaethornis sp.
25 Pionussp. Pionus sp.
1 Myiarchus sp. Myiarchus sp.

4 Tyrannus sp. Tyrannus sp.
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