Trip Report — Costa Rica 2025

March 8-23, 2025 with Jay VanderGaast & Vernon Campos

Broad-billed Motmots often remain high in the canopy, but we were fortunate to find a pair
excavating a nest (note the mud on the bill) and they posed for us at eye level between bouts of
digging. Photo by participant Bruce Cressman.

As | was lucky enough to spend several years living in this wonderful
country, | welcome any chance to get back to Costa Rica, but this trip was
even more welcome than usual. Though I'd been back to the country several
times in the past few years, this was my first time leading this particular
itinerary since the tour | had to cut short due to the pandemic, and thus was
my first time back to a few venues | hadn't visited in quite some time! And
boy was it good to be back! And I'm happy to report that the birding in Costa
Rica is just as amazing as always! Over the course of this 2-week tour, we



birded through a good sample of the country's key habitat types, tallying
more than 450 species of birds, as well as nearly 20 species of mammals,
more than 25 species of reptiles & amphibians, and a similar number of
dragonflies/damselflies, not to mention numerous butterflies and all manner
of wonderful plants. Little wonder Costa Rica is often referred to as a
naturalist's paradise!

Our sojourn in paradise began as we left San Jose behind and worked our
way up over the lower slopes of Volcan Poas, wending our way to the deep
wooded valley that is Virgen del Socorro. Our morning here saw us get
acquainted with some widespread, relatively common species as well as a
handful of birds we weren't to see again on the trip: the striking White Hawk
and Barred Hawk soaring over the canopy, the incredible White-tipped
Sicklebill using its uniquely-shaped bill to probe a cluster of similarly-shaped
blossoms, a brilliant pair of Emerald Tanagers, and an incredibly cooperative
Slate-colored Grosbeak. Retreating to the nearby La Paz Waterfall Gardens
for lunch, we enjoyed a delicious buffet, followed by a sadly lacklustre
showing of hummingbirds at the feeders, though Coppery-headed Emerald
and Green Thorntail were welcome additions to our lists. A stop at Cinchona
was also quiet for hummingbirds (where were they all?!?) but a Buff-fronted
Quail-Dove, both Red-headed and Prong-billed barbets, Northern Emerald-
Toucanet, Crimson-collared and Silver-throated tanagers, and Scarlet-
thighed Dacnis more than made up for the dearth of hummingbirds! It was an
excellent first day afield, and we arrived at the charming La Quinta Lodge
tired but happy with our day.



It's not always apparent why this bird is called Fiery-throated Hummingbird but when you get
the angle of the light just right, as participant Daphne Gemmill did here, the reason is brilliantly
obvious!

The next few days were spent in the lowlands and foothills of the Caribbean
slope. Our main venue here was the La Selva Biological Station, where
significant intact lowland forest still remains, and the birding is nothing short
of amazing. Here we saw our first Great Tinamou, Great Curassow, and
Crested Guan, three species often hunted in other areas, but here they are
remarkably tame. We also enjoyed roosting Crested and Spectacled owls,
both found within 20 yards of each other (and neither one a stakeout bird!),
plus Rufous and Broad-billed motmots, Slaty-tailed and Northern Black-
throated trogons, Pied Puffbird, Chestnut-colored Woodpecker, and an army
ant swarm with attendant antbirds: Bicolored, Spotted, and the fabulous
Ocellated, all seen well! In secondary scrub around the reserve, we enjoyed a
pair of rare Great Green Macaws peeking out of a nest hole, a speedy White-
throated Crake dashing across the road, and a virtuoso vocal performance
from a very bold Canebrake Wren, among many other sightings. A night
walk at the reserve gave us an incredible encounter with a calling Great



Potoo, as well as several species of frogs and a long, slender, Blunt-headed
Tree Snake! And mammal highlights included two species of monkeys, both
sloth species, and several troops of Collared Peccaries.

Moving up into the foothills at Braulio Carrillo National Park, we had another
mammalian highlight when we had a close encounter with a pair of Northern
Tamanduas, the female determined to avoid the advances of the male and
the male just as determined to catch her! Birds in the park included a perched
Tiny Hawk and the local Lattice-tailed Trogon, another army ant swarm with
even better looks at the attendant antbirds, plus Streak-crowned Antvireo,
Western Woodhaunter, Tawny-crested Tanager, and White-throated Shrike-
Tanager. And a side trip to nearby Donde Cope rewarded us with great views
of a scarce Agami Heron perched up in the canopy along a small forest
stream. We rounded out our Caribbean slope exploration at Rancho
Naturalista, where a Sunbittern on a nest was a welcome find, and its mate
flying under the bridge we stood on, displaying that showy wing pattern was
even more welcome. As always, hummingbirds are a big draw at the lodge,
and while we didn't find any male Snowcaps this time, there were some
females about, and we also enjoyed an exquisite male Black-crested
Coquette, Garden Emerald, and Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer among the more
expected species. Other local specialties like White-collared and White-
ruffed manakins, Tawny-chested Flycatcher, Fawn-throated Foliage-gleaner,
Dull-mantled Antbird, and numerous other flycatchers, warblers, and
tanagers made our stay here memorable, as did the attentive service and
delicious meals!



Thanks to conservation efforts, the spectacular Scarlet Macaw in now a common sight in the
Carara region, where Bruce Cressman snapped this excellent photo. The population in this region
has more than tripled in the past 30 years!

Higher in the mountains, a brief visit to Tapanti National Park gave us some
good middle elevation species-Ornate Hawk-Eagle, Brown Violet-ear,
Golden-bellied Flycatcher, Elegant Euphonia, and Golden-browed
Chlorophonia among them, then it was on to the highest points of the tour.
The high mountains are arguably the most important birding area of the tour,
as they are home to many of the Chiriqui endemics, birds found only here and
in neighboring Panama, and those accounted for many of our highlights of
our time here. Several species of hummingbird are among these endemics,
Talamanca, Fiery-throated, Volcano, and Scintillant, and White-throated
Mountain-gem, and all were seen well by most folks. Other Chiriqui
specialties that performed well here included Dusky Nightjar (after dark), a
fierce-looking Costa Rica Pygmy-Owl, some very cooperative Buffy
Tuftedcheeks, Streak-breasted Treehunter, Timberline Wren, both Long-



tailed and Black-&-yellow silky-flycatchers, a super Wrenthrush (an often
hard bird to see well), brilliant Flame-throated Warblers, charming
Spectacled Redstarts, lovely Spangle-cheeked Tanagers, and more. But it
was a couple of somewhat more widespread birds that stole the show up
here. Unsurprisingly, Resplendent Quetzal was one of them, and we had
some fantastic encounters with these showy birds, often named as the most
beautiful bird in the world. The other one was less obvious: a pair of
amazingly cooperative Buffy-crowned Wood-Partridges that surprised us all
by charging out into the open a handful of meters away! That all the birding
up here is done in the superb setting of magnificent, towering oak forests
makes it all the more memorable.

Gorgeous highland fuchsia flowers not only provide a food source for tiny Volcano
Hummingbirds, they also make a stunning backdrop for photographing them. Photo by Daphne
Gemmill.

It took a good part of a day to bring ourselves from the Savegre Valley down
to the Pacific lowlands, but we made the most of the drive with some key
stops, picking up Volcano Junco in the high paramo, a shimmering male



Turquoise Cotinga in San Isidro, and a surprise pair of Pale-breasted
Spinetails at a roadside stop along the coast, before arriving at Villa Lapas,
our base for exploring nearby Carara National Park and the surrounding
areas. It's hard to do justice to this region in just a few lines, as there are just
so many fantastic things to see here. The forests of the park itself gave us
incredible looks at a trio of Marbled Wood-Quails, a gorgeous male Baird's
Trogon, local Golden-naped Woodpeckers, Black-hooded Antshrike, Streak-
chested Antpitta, glowing Orange-collared Manakins, Tropical Royal
Flycatcher, and Black-bellied, Rufous-&-white, and Riverside wrens, just to
name a few. Our hotel grounds were also great, giving us Fiery-billed
Aracari, Pale-billed Woodpecker, Black-faced Antthrush, Golden-crowned
Spadebill, and plenty of showy, noisy, Scarlet Macaws. A short drive north
brought us into the southernmost dry tropical forests, where we picked up
Double-striped Thick-knee, day-roosting Common Potoo and Pacific
Screech-Owl, exquisite Turquoise-browed Motmots, a fine male Long-tailed
Manakin, White-throated Magpie-Jay, Banded Wren, and Stripe-headed and
Olive sparrows among others. And in the coastal region around the town of
Tarcoles turned up a roosting pair of Black-and-white Owls, Crane Hawk, the
Critically Endangered Yellow-naped Amazon, Panama Flycatcher, Streak-
backed Oriole, and more. As always, the boat trip on the Rio Tarcoles was
also a highlight, and a welcome, relaxing change to our hard work in the
forest. Close approach by a huge, obviously habituated crocodile was a
thrilling experience, but the most thrilling sighting had to be the unexpected
Rufous-necked Wood-Rail that pattered across the canal ahead of us, then
perched in a mangrove right next to the boat for all to see! Just the second
time I've seen that species!



We saw a dozen species of owls on this tour (with a 13th heard only)! This daytime-calling Bare-
shanked Screech-Owl was the final one for the trip. Photo by Bruce Cressman.

Our final venue took us back up into the cloud forest, this time at
Monteverde, one of the country's most-renowned ecotourism sites. But
before we arrived there, we made a slight detour to track down the very local
Costa Rican endemic Mangrove Hummingbird, scoring some excellent looks,
as well as a bonus Gray-Headed Kite. Unfortunately, one of our most hoped-
for birds, the Three-wattled Bellbird, just wasn't around during our stay, but
there were plenty of other great birds around to make up for their absence.
Our visit to the Santa Elena Reserve turned up a close, stoic Black Guan, an
incredible Bare-shanked Screech-Owl perched out in the open, calling, in
broad daylight, skulking Silvery-fronted Tapaculos, Brown-billed Scythebill,
Azure-hooded Jays, and Costa Rican Warblers. And a morning spent on the
well-groomed trails of the Curi-Cancha Reserve got us a male Magenta-
throated Woodstar perched high on an exposed limb, a nosy Gray-throated



Leaftosser, Ruddy Woodcreeper at a small ant swarm, and Black-headed
Nightingale-Thrush, to name a few. The birding was even good right around
the hotel, where Canivet's Emerald, Blue-vented Hummingbird, Collared
Trogon, Golden-Olive Woodpecker, Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush, and
White-eared Ground-Sparrow were all seen just outside the restaurant,
while Chestnut-capped Warblers even came inside at one point!

This was such a fun trip to lead, not just because Costa Rica and its wildlife
are awesome, but also because we had a pretty awesome group with whom
to share all these wonderful sightings! thanks so much for joining me and
Vernon, and Luis of course on this adventure. It was a real pleasure traveling
with you all; let's do it again sometime!

**Note** Species designated as "Sensitive" in Ebird will only show up in
Ebird checklists for people with whom the lists were shared, not for outside
observers. For this tour, those species were Great Green Macaw and Yellow-
naped Amazon.



A male Northern Tamandua was so intent on catching an unwilling female, and she so intent on
avoiding him, that they barely noticed our group as they wandered by a few yards from where we
stood! Photo by Daphne Gemmill.

Mammals seen on the tour:

Northern Black-eared Opossum (Didelphis marsupialis)aka Virginia
Possum. On the night walk at La Selva.

Greater Sac-winged Bat (Saccopteryx bilineata) The bats roosting in the
lobby at Villa Lapas. Darker than the next species.

Lesser Sac-winged Bat (Saccopteryx leptura) A couple roosting on the
trunk of a large tree at Carara.

Honduran White Bat (Ectophylla alba) Cope showed us these tiny bats
roosting in a modified leaf tent.

Mantled Howler Monkey (Alouatta palliata) Seen and heard regularly.
White-faced Capuchin (Cebus capucinus) Finally seen at Carara. Also next
to the road on our way down from Monteverde.

Central American Spider Monkey (Ateles geoffroyi) A couple at La Selva in
a fruiting tree, and a trio in the Savegre Valley.



Hoffmann's Two-toed Sloth (Choloepus hoffmanni) One by the bridge at La
Selva.

Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth (Bradypus variegatus) Just one at La
Selva

Northern Tamandua (Tamandua mexicana) A couple put on a great show at
Braulio Carrillo.

Common Tapeti (Sylvilagus brasiliensis) aka Brazilian Rabbit. Seen at La
Selva.

Variegated Squirrel (Sciurus variegatoides) The common big squirrel, seen
often throughout.

Red-tailed Squirrel (Sciurus granatensis) The smaller squirrel seen at a few
scattered locales.

Central American Agouti (Dasyprocta punctata) Seen in small numbers
throughout.

Coyote (Canis latrans) Heard only, howling near the cabins at Savegre
Lodge after dark.

White-nosed Coati (Nasua narica) Mostly at Carara and Monteverde,
though our first were near Cinchona.

Neotropical Otter (Lontra longicaudus) A pair scrambled across the rocks
and into the river while we were looking for Sunbittern.

Collared Peccary (Dicotyles tajacu) A few herds at La Selva where they are
pretty unfazed by people.

White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) A couple of sightings at Carara.



Beautiful but deadly, this gorgeous golden Eyelash Viper was right alongside the main trail at La
Selva. Photo by Jay VanderGaast.

Herps on the tour:

Turnip-tailed Gecko (Thecadatylus rapicauda) One on one of the buildings at
La Selva.

Slender Anole (Anolis limifrons) A few at La Selva

Pug-nosed Anole (Norops capito) One in leaf litter along the trail at Braulio
Carrillo

Green Iguana (Iguana iguana) Mainly at La Selva, on branches overhanging
the river.

Black Spiny-tailed Iguana (Ctenosaura similis) Lots around Villa Lapas
Common Basilisk (Basiliscus basiliscus) Numerous along the river at Villa
Lapas

Green Basilisk (Basiliscus plumifrons) The spectacular bright green basilisk
at La Selva and La Quinta.

Striped Basilisk (Basiliscus vittatus) The brown basilisks in the Caribbean



lowlands.

Helmeted Basilisk (Corytophanes cristatus) The neat angular lizard at
Cope's.

Tropical House Gecko (Hemidactylus mabouia) Numerous in several lodges
at night.

Central American Whiptail (Ameiva festival) Skink-like lizards in forest at La
Selva and Carara.

Green Spiny Lizard (Sceloporus malachiticus) One along the trail in the
Savagre Valley

Blunt-headed Tree Snake (Imantodes cenchoa) The incredibly long, slender
snake at La Selva at night.

Eyelash Viper (Bothriechis schlegelii) A beautiful small golden one at La
Selva.

American Crocodile (Crocodylus acutus) Some big ones along the Rio
Tarcoles.

Spectacled Caiman (Caiman crocodilus) Quite a few at night at the La Quinta
ponds.

Smoky Jungle Frog (Leptodactylus pentadactylus) The big frogs on the
ground on the La Selva night walk.

Savage's Thin-toed Frog (Leptodactylus savagei) At the Villa Lapas frog
ponds.

Strawberry Poison Dart Frog (Dendrobates pumilio) A few of these tiny,
bright red frogs were at La Selva.

Green-and-black Poison Dart Frog (Dendrobates auratus) A few at Carara.
Red-eyed Leaf Frog (Agalychnis callidryas) Beautiful green frog seen at La
Quinta and Villa Lapas.

Masked Tree Frog (Smilisca phaeota) One on the La Selva night walk.
Nicaraguan Cross-banded Tree Frog (Smilisca puma) One on the La Selva
night walk.

Black River Turtle (Rhinoclemmys funereal) Along the river below the La
Selva suspension bridge.

Giant Toad (Rhinella horribilis) What we were calling Cane Toad, apparently
split from that species now.

Harlequin Treefrog (Dendropsophus ebraccatus) Aka Hourglass Tree Frog.
Common at Villa Lapas.



You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/347167

Jay
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Great Curassow Crax rubra

Marbled Wood-Quail Odontophorus gujanensis
Spotted Wood-Quail Odontophorus guttatus
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis
Red-billed Pigeon Patagioenas flavirostris
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata
Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea
Short-billed Pigeon Patagioenas nigrirostris
Inca Dove Columbinainca

Common Ground Dove Columbina passerina
Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
Gray-chested Dove Leptotila cassinii
Buff-fronted Quail-Dove Zentrygon costaricensis
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica
Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris
Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana

Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis

Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
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4 Dusky Nightjar Antrostomus saturatus 1l
2 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis 1l
1T Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus Ca I
10 Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila 1R
400 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 1R
7 Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris a4
12 Costa Rican Swift Chaetura fumosa a2
23 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora w6
1 White-tipped Sicklebill Eutoxeres aquila 1l
11 Green Hermit Phaethornis guy (1K
9 Long-billed Hermit Phaethornis longirostris 7
8 Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis Wi
1 Brown Violetear Colibridelphinae 1R
27 Lesser Violetear Colibricyanotus (K3
2 Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti (1
7 Green-breasted Mango Anthracothorax prevostii 05
4 Green Thorntail Discosura conversii 03

1 Black-crested Coquette Lophornis helenae 1l
33 Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula i3
11 Talamanca Hummingbird Eugenes spectabilis 03
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Fiery-throated Hummingbird Panterpe insignis

White-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis castaneoventris

Magenta-throated Woodstar Philodice bryantae
Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris
Volcano Hummingbird Selasphorus flammula
Scintillant Hummingbird Selasphorus scintilla
Canivet's Emerald Cynanthus canivetii

Garden Emerald Chlorostilbon assimilis
Violet-headed Hummingbird Kiais guimeti
Violet Sabrewing Campylopterus hemileucurus
Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer Chalybura urochrysia
Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica
Snowcap Microchera albocoronata
Coppery-headed Emerald Microchera cupreiceps
Stripe-tailed Hummingbird Eupherusa eximia
Scaly-breasted Hummingbird Phaeochroa cuvierii
Blue-vented Hummingbird Saucerottia hoffmanni
Cinnamon Hummingbird Amazilia rutila
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl

Mangrove Hummingbird Chrysuronia boucardi

https://ebird.org/tripreport/347167

w3

W3

mll

Wi

w3

Wi

W3

ml

W3

ul4

s

w7

W2

Wi

w3

w6

w3

mll

a7

Wi

5/26


https://ebird.org/species/fithum1
https://ebird.org/species/wtmgem1
https://ebird.org/species/matwoo1
https://ebird.org/species/rthhum
https://ebird.org/species/volhum1
https://ebird.org/species/scihum1
https://ebird.org/species/caneme1
https://ebird.org/species/gareme1
https://ebird.org/species/vihhum1
https://ebird.org/species/viosab1
https://ebird.org/species/brtplu1
https://ebird.org/species/crowoo1
https://ebird.org/species/snowca1
https://ebird.org/species/coheme1
https://ebird.org/species/stthum1
https://ebird.org/species/scbhum1
https://ebird.org/species/buvhum1
https://ebird.org/species/cinhum1
https://ebird.org/species/rtlhum
https://ebird.org/species/manhum1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1746824651097.1746827410949.215&__hssc=60209138.1.1746827410949&__hsfp=4052119064
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1746824651097.1746827410949.215&__hssc=60209138.1.1746827410949&__hsfp=4052119064
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

5/9/25, 4:50 PM Classic Costa Rica 2025 - eBird Trip Report

1 Blue-chested Hummingbird Polyerata amabilis @ PNl Al

1 Uniform Crake Amaurolimnas concolor 1l

1 Rufous-necked Wood-Rail Aramides axillaris Wi

1 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica 1R
3 White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis 1R

1 Limpkin Aramus guarauna (1l
3 Double-striped Thick-knee Hesperoburhinus bistriatus @ PNl
5 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus il

1 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 1l
8 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis a2
7 Northern Jacana Jacana spinosa 02
31 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 02
41 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 02
1 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria (1l
4 Willet Tringa semipalmata il
2 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla il
120 Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 1l
14 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 1l
40 Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus (1l
2 Sunbittern Eurypyga helias 1R
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Wood Stork Mycteria americana

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum

White Ibis Eudocimus albus

Green lbis Mesembrinibis cayennensis

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja

Bare-throated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma mexicanum

Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius

Agami Heron Agamiaagami @

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea

Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Green Heron Butorides virescens

Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis

Great Egret Ardeaalba

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias

Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus
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Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus
Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis @
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus
Ornate Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus ornatus

Tiny Hawk Microspizias superciliosus
Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus @
Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea

Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens

Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps
Common Black Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris

White Hawk Pseudastur albicollis
Semiplumbeous Hawk Leucopternis semiplumbeus
Gray Hawk Buteo plagiatus

Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus
Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis
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American Barn Owl Tyto furcata
Bare-shanked Screech-Owl Megascops clarkii @

Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba

Middle American Screech-Owl Megascops guatemalae

Pacific Screech-Owl Megascops cooperi @

Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata

Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata

Costa Rican Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium costaricanum @

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum
Mottled Owl Strix virgata

Black-and-white Owl Strix nigrolineata

Striped Owl Asio clamator

Unspotted Saw-whet Owl Aegolius ridgwayi
Resplendent Quetzal Pharomachrus mocinno
Lattice-tailed Trogon Trogon clathratus
Slaty-tailed Trogon Trogon massena
Black-headed Trogon Trogon melanocephalus @
Baird's Trogon Trogon bairdii

Gartered Trogon Trogon caligatus

Northern Black-throated Trogon Trogon tenellus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/347167

M3

o)

Al

Call

ol

wi

a2

mll

w2

Wi

W2

ml

ml

W3

a2

mll

Wi

Wi

W4

ml

w4

W2

mll

o

W6

9/26


https://ebird.org/species/brnowl
https://ebird.org/species/bssowl
https://ebird.org/species/trsowl
https://ebird.org/species/vesowl
https://ebird.org/species/pasowl4
https://ebird.org/species/creowl1
https://ebird.org/species/speowl1
https://ebird.org/species/crpowl
https://ebird.org/species/fepowl
https://ebird.org/species/motowl
https://ebird.org/species/bawowl1
https://ebird.org/species/strowl1
https://ebird.org/species/uswowl1
https://ebird.org/species/resque1
https://ebird.org/species/lattro1
https://ebird.org/species/slttro1
https://ebird.org/species/blhtro1
https://ebird.org/species/baitro1
https://ebird.org/species/gartro1
https://ebird.org/species/bkttro7
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1746824651097.1746827410949.215&__hssc=60209138.1.1746827410949&__hsfp=4052119064
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1746824651097.1746827410949.215&__hssc=60209138.1.1746827410949&__hsfp=4052119064
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

5/9/25, 4:50 PM Classic Costa Rica 2025 - eBird Trip Report

8 Collared Trogon Trogon collaris w6
7 Lesson's Motmot Momotus lessonii (14
5 Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii 5
11 Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum [1K3)
8 Turquoise-browed Motmot Eumomota superciliosa @ Lo RIS
4 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata i3
1 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona (1l
1 American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea (1l
5 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana (1!
3 White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus @ M2
1 Pied Puffbird Notharchus tectus Wi
12 White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila panamensis o
4 Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda o NI 11K
3 Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii 2
4 Prong-billed Barbet Semnornis frantzii (1
4 Northern Emerald-Toucanet Aulacorhynchus prasinus i3
7 Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus a4
5 Fiery-billed Aracari Pteroglossus frantzii @ PN al2
20 Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus 2
25 Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus (1RA
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16 Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus a4
2 Golden-naped Woodpecker Melanerpes chrysauchen 1l
10 Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani (V4
5 Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus 2
25 Hoffmann's Woodpecker Melanerpes hoffmannii i3
1 Hairy Woodpecker Dryobates villosus Wi
1 Smoky-brown Woodpecker Dryobates fumigatus (1
5 Pale-billed Woodpecker Campephilus guatemalensis W4
5 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus (1!
6 Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus loricatus 05
4 Chestnut-colored Woodpecker Celeus castaneus 03
2 Rufous-winged Woodpecker Piculus simplex 2
3 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 03
1 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans (1l
1 Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus il
3 Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis (1
6 Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 5
7 Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima a4
1 Merlin Falco columbarius (1l
2 BatFalcon Falco rufigularis 1R
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1 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1R
16 Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis (14
7 Brown-hooded Parrot Pyrilia haematotis w4
22 White-crowned Parrot Pionus senilis W6
28 Red-lored Amazon Amazona autumnalis o
8 Yellow-naped Amazon Amazona auropalliata Q2
6 White-fronted Amazon Amazona albifrons i3
9 Mealy Amazon Amazona farinosa 03
7 Sulphur-winged Parakeet Pyrrhura hoffmanni (1l
32 Olive-throated Parakeet Eupsittula nana i3
23 Orange-fronted Parakeet Eupsittula canicularis 03
8 Great Green Macaw Ara ambiguus ™M™ a4
86 Scarlet Macaw Ara macao o
73 Crimson-fronted Parakeet Psittacara finschi @8
3 Fasciated Antshrike Cymbilaimus lineatus i3
1 Great Antshrike Taraba major 1R
9 Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus 4
6 Black-crowned Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha a3
15 Black-hooded Antshrike Thamnophilus bridgesi [1K3)
5 Russet Antshrike Thamnistes anabatinus 4
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Streak-crowned Antvireo Dysithamnus striaticeps

Checker-throated Stipplethroat Epinecrophylla fulviventris

White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris
Slaty Antwren Mpyrmotherula schisticolor
Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis
Dusky Antbird Cercomacroides tyrannina
Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul
Dull-mantled Antbird Sipia laemosticta
Zeledon's Antbird Hafferia zeledoni

Bicolored Antbird Gymnopithys bicolor

Spotted Antbird Hylophylax naevioides
Ocellated Antbird Phaenostictus mcleannani
Streak-chested Antpitta Hylopezus perspicillatus
Thicket Antpitta Myrmothera dives
Silvery-fronted Tapaculo Scytalopus argentifrons
Black-faced Antthrush Formicarius analis
Middle American Leaftosser Sclerurus mexicanus
Gray-throated Leaftosser Sclerurus albigularis
Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus

Ruddy Woodcreeper Dendrocincla homochroa @
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3 Tawny-winged Woodcreeper Dendrocincla anabatina 03
3 Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa 1l
6 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus W4
6 Northern Barred-Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae W4
19 Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans a2
1 Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus lachrymosus il
1 Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius il
2 Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pusillus 2
19 Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii i3
6 Spot-crowned Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes dffinis a4
12 Northern Plain-Xenops Xenops mexicanus (K3
2 Buffy Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes lawrencii Wi
3 Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris (1
2 Streak-breasted Treehunter Thripadectes rufobrunneus il
3 Fawn-throated Foliage-gleaner Automolus cervinigularis W3
1 Chiriqui Foliage-gleaner Automolus exsertus 1l
1 Western Woodhaunter Automolus virgatus 1R
5 Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens 03
5 Ruddy Treerunner Margarornis rubiginosus il
4 Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops i3
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Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura

Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens
Long-tailed Manakin Chiroxiphia linearis
White-ruffed Manakin Corapipo altera

Velvety Manakin Lepidothrix velutina
White-collared Manakin Manacus candei
Orange-collared Manakin Manacus aurantiacus
Red-capped Manakin Ceratopipra mentalis
Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata
Turquoise Cotinga Cotinga ridgwayi

Rufous Piha Lipaugus unirufus

Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata

Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor

Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Rose-throated Becard Pachyramphus aglaiae
Tropical Royal Flycatcher Onychorhynchus coronatus
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus

Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher Myiobius sulphureipygius
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Golden-crowned Spadebill Platyrinchus coronatus

Olive-streaked Flycatcher Mionectes olivaceus

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus

Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris

Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis atricapillus

Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus

Northern Bentbill Oncostoma cinereigulare

Slate-headed Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus sylvia

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum

Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum nigriceps

Eye-ringed Flatbill Rhynchocyclus brevirostris

Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum

Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola

Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata

Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster

Mountain Elaenia Elaenia frantzii

Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea @

Mistletoe Tyrannulet Zimmerius parvus

Tawny-chested Flycatcher Aphanotriccus capitalis
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Tufted Flycatcher Mitrephanes phaeocercus

Dark Pewee Contopus lugubris

Northern Tropical Pewee Contopus bogotensis
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris
Yellowish Flycatcher Empidonax flavescens
Black-capped Flycatcher Empidonax atriceps
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans

Northern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus arenarum
Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus
Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus

Rufous Mourner Rhytipterna holerythra
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
Panama Flycatcher Myiarchus panamensis
Nutting's Flycatcher Myiarchus nuttingi

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus
Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis
Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis

White-ringed Flycatcher Conopias albovittatus
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3 Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus i3
9 Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus (14
3 Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris 03
24 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius a8
48 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus W20
5 Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis i3
1 Green Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius pulchellus 1R
5 Tawny-crowned Greenlet Tunchiornis ochraceiceps a4
41 Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata (R4
2 Mangrove Vireo Vireo pallens 02
3 Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons a3
9 Yellow-winged Vireo Vireo carmioli i3
2 Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus Q2
4 Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys 03
11 Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis s
3 Azure-hooded Jay Cyanolyca cucullata (1l
8 White-throated Magpie-Jay Cyanocorax formosus 02
37 Brown Jay Cyanocorax morio @
10 Mangrove Swallow Tachycineta albilinea (1l
10 Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea a4
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2 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 1R
2 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis a2
45 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 8
3 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 02
7 Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus [115)
11 White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata o
1 Nightingale Wren Microcerculus philomela (1l
3 Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus 03
13 Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus @l 10
11 Ochraceous Wren Troglodytes ochraceus W4
2 Timberline Wren Thryorchilus browni 1R
11 Rufous-backed Wren Campylorhynchus capistratus o
2 Black-bellied Wren Pheugopedius fasciatoventris 1R
14 Rufous-breasted Wren Pheugopedius rutilus (K3
8 Black-throated Wren Pheugopedius atrogularis 5
1 Banded Wren Thryophilus pleurostictus il
7 Rufous-and-white Wren Thryophilus rufalbus [1K9)
11 Stripe-breasted Wren Cantorchilus thoracicus o
11 Cabanis's Wren Cantorchilus modestus a4
2 Canebrake Wren Cantorchilus zeledoni Wi
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Riverside Wren Cantorchilus semibadius

Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus

White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys
American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus

Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus %

Black-faced Solitaire Myadestes melanops &
Black-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus gracilirostris
Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus aurantiirostris
Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater
Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush Catharus frantzii
Black-headed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus mexicanus
Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina

Mountain Thrush Turdus plebejus

White-throated Thrush Turdus assimilis

Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi

Sooty Thrush Turdus nigrescens

Black-and-yellow Silky-flycatcher Phainoptila melanoxantha

Long-tailed Silky-flycatcher Ptiliogonys caudatus

House Sparrow Passer domesticus *
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3 Elegant Euphonia Chlorophonia elegantissima 1l
12 Golden-browed Chlorophonia Chlorophonia callophrys 5
7 Scrub Euphonia Euphonia dffinis a3
9 Yellow-crowned Euphonia Euphonia luteicapilla [1K3)
1 White-vented Euphonia Euphonia minuta (1l
9 Yellow-throated Euphonia Euphonia hirundinacea w5
1 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris (1l
7 Olive-backed Euphonia Euphonia gouldi W4
3 Tawny-capped Euphonia Euphonia anneae 03
2 Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria il
3 Yellow-bellied Siskin Spinus xanthogastrus 02
25 Sooty-capped Chlorospingus Chlorospingus pileatus a4
21 Common Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavopectus 5
5 Stripe-headed Sparrow Peucaea ruficauda @ Pl
2 Olive Sparrow Arremonops rufivirgatus il
4 Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris i3
27 Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris i3
7 Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha 05
2 Volcano Junco Jjunco vulcani mi
52 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis [1RE)
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7 Large-footed Finch Pezopetes capitalis a4
6 White-eared Ground-Sparrow Melozone leucotis 03
1 White-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes albinucha (1l
14 Yellow-thighed Brushfinch Atlapetes tibialis [113)
2 Wrenthrush Zeledonia coronata W2
3 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna a2
1 Yellow-billed Cacique Amblycercus holosericeus 1R
13 Chestnut-headed Oropendola Psarocolius wagleri a2
64 Montezuma Oropendola Psarocolius montezuma il 4
3 Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis 02
3 Black-cowled Oriole Icterus prosthemelas (1R
6 Streak-backed Oriole Icterus pustulatus a4
38 Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 018
71 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus a2
1 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis (1l
54 Melodious Blackbird Dives dives W2
84 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus @ P2 @12
1 Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum il
1 Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla Wi
9 Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 7
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Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera
Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia
Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea
Flame-throated Warbler Oreothlypis gutturalis
Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina
Gray-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis poliocephala
Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa
Olive-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis semiflava
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla

Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi
Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca

Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia
Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica
Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens
Chestnut-capped Warbler Basileuterus delattrii
Black-cheeked Warbler Basileuterus melanogenys
Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus
Costa Rican Warbler Basileuterus melanotis
Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda

Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla
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16 Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus [ 1)
9 Collared Redstart Myioborus torquatus a2
5 Dusky-faced Tanager Mitrospingus cassinii (1l
2 Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava 1R

12 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra Wil

15 Flame-colored Tanager Piranga bidentata 08
2 Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica 02
7 Red-throated Ant-Tanager Driophlox fuscicauda a5
7 Carmiol's Tanager Chlorothraupis carmioli 02

16 Black-faced Grosbeak Caryothraustes poliogaster (14
1 Black-thighed Grosbeak Pheucticus tibialis (1l
3 Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus Wi
6 Blue-black Grosbeak Cyanoloxia cyanoides 05
4 Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata 2

12 White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus W4
6 Tawny-crested Tanager Tachyphonus delatrii (1l
1 White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus il
1 White-throated Shrike-Tanager Lanio leucothorax 1l
4 Crimson-collared Tanager Ramphocelus sanguinolentus 03

68 Scarlet-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus passerinii (1 REE]
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Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Speckled Tanager Ixothraupis guttata
Golden-hooded Tanager Stilpnia larvata
Spangle-cheeked Tanager Tangara dowii
Plain-colored Tanager Tangara inornata
Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola

Emerald Tanager Tangara florida
Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala
Scarlet-thighed Dacnis Dacnis venusta
Shining Honeycreeper Cyanerpes lucidus
Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus
Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza
Black-and-yellow Tanager Chrysothlypis chrysomelas
Slaty Flowerpiercer Diglossa plumbea
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina
Morelet's Seedeater Sporophila morelleti
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/347167

ml 23

a2

mll

W10

w3

W3

W3

W2

W6

a2

a2

w4

WS

Wi

w3

W2

w8

mll

a2

w7

25/26


https://ebird.org/species/bugtan
https://ebird.org/species/paltan1
https://ebird.org/species/spetan1
https://ebird.org/species/gohtan1
https://ebird.org/species/spctan1
https://ebird.org/species/plctan1
https://ebird.org/species/bahtan1
https://ebird.org/species/emetan1
https://ebird.org/species/sittan1
https://ebird.org/species/sctdac1
https://ebird.org/species/shihon1
https://ebird.org/species/relhon1
https://ebird.org/species/grehon1
https://ebird.org/species/baytan2
https://ebird.org/species/slaflo1
https://ebird.org/species/blbgra1
https://ebird.org/species/varsee3
https://ebird.org/species/whcsee1
https://ebird.org/species/banana
https://ebird.org/species/yefgra1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1746824651097.1746827410949.215&__hssc=60209138.1.1746827410949&__hsfp=4052119064
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1746824651097.1746827410949.215&__hssc=60209138.1.1746827410949&__hsfp=4052119064
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

5/9/25, 4:50 PM Classic Costa Rica 2025 - eBird Trip Report

18 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus a3

9 Black-headed Saltator Saltator atriceps (18}

9 Cinnamon-bellied Saltator Saltator grandis (14

1 Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus 1R
HYBRIDS

1 Red-crowned x Hoffmann's Woodpecker (hybrid) SR

Melanerpes rubricapillus x hoffmannii

ADDITIONAL TAXA
2 hermitsp. Phaethornis sp. Wi
1 hummingbird sp. Trochilidae sp. (1l
9 amazon sp. Amazona sp. 02
1 pewee sp. (Contopus sp.) Contopus sp. Wi
4 euphoniasp. Euphonia sp. 02
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