Trip Report — Holiday Costa Rica:
Rancho Naturalista I 2025

December 19-27, 2025 with Megan Edwards Crewe & local guide
Vernon Campos

Snowcap is always high on birder wish lists, and Rancho is one of the easiest places on earth to
see one. Photo by participant Susan Jarnagin.

If you're hoping to get a colorful selection of hummingbirds, tanagers,
motmots, toucans and a host of other tropical birds as a holiday present,
there are few nicer places to do so than at Costa Rica's comfortable Rancho
Naturalista. With the added benefits of some truly excellent food and a
variety of habitats available within relatively short driving distance, our tour
here makes for a wonderful holiday adventure. And this year, we were
blessed with some fine weather, some fine birds, and some fine traveling
companions — everything you need for a great time! The "presents" started
right on the grounds of our San Jose hotel, with two sleepy Mottled Owls



snoozing in a creaking stand of giant bamboo, a surprisingly showy pair of
Cabanis's Wrens flicking along a hedge, two Lineated Woodpeckers
investigating several tree trunks with a Hoffman's Woodpecker on a smaller
branch nearby, a wing-waggling pair of Rufous-backed Wrens, and a pair of
stupendously confiding White-eared Ground-Sparrows scratching in the dirt
nearly at our boot tips.

The following morning dawned clear and sunny, and we headed to the Irazu
volcano with high hopes. Our first stop, along a lightly forested stretch of
road, yielded one of the day’s most hoped-for finds — a dazzling male
Resplendent Quetzal, complete with long, flowing tail plumes. Nearby,
Volcano Hummingbirds jousted over perching spots, Acorn Woodpeckers
clambered up tree trunks and a Black-capped Flycatcher sallied repeatedly
from a tangle of dead branches, while a Lesser Violetear chipped incessantly
(but invisibly) from a lichen-draped treetop across the road. At the summit,
we gazed down into the remnant crater of the mountain’s last big blast (back
in the 1960’s) while huge cumulonimbus clouds floated scenically in the
background. Sooty-capped Chlorospingus and Slaty Flowerpiercers
cartwheeled through the scrub, a Sooty Thrush gobbled berries from a bush
top, Flame-throated Warblers flashed their distinctively fiery throats, a
female Volcano Hummingbird peered around from her lichen-encrusted nest,
and a pair of Volcano Juncos rummaged along the edge of the parking lot.
With thick fog beginning to envelop the hillsides, we retreated to a
restaurant further down the mountain for lunch then — after finishing our
enormous vats of soup or equally massive platters of food — descended to a
quiet side road, where a gang of Long-tailed Silky-Flycatchers feasted on
berries, handsome Black-cheeked Warblers flicked through the undergrowth,
a Fiery-throated Hummingbird chipped and chirped and perched repeatedly
on a nearby treetop, and a Black-billed Nightingale-Thrush FINALLY sat out
in the open and allowed us a view. After wending our slow way through the
mother of all traffic jams, we piled out of our bus into the busy main square in
Paraiso, where we found a pair of Tropical Screech-Owls snuggled under a
bromeliad roof, watched scores of screeching Crimson-fronted Parakeets
descend into nearby palms and saw bits and pieces of a couple of American
Barn Owls tucked into their well-hidden roost spots along a palm trunk.



The ancient Mayans worshipped the Resplendent Quetzal. And when you see a gorgeous male
close up, it's easy to see why! Photo by participant Joan Baker.

We spent the following day on the grounds of Rancho Naturalista, with
many of us starting on the main building’s balcony at first light. With
steaming mugs of coffee in hand, we enjoyed a glittering parade of
hummingbirds — White-necked Jacobins, Crowned Woodnymphs, Green-
breasted Mangos and Bronze-tailed Plumeleteers — visiting feeders within
arm’s reach. Snowcaps and Stripe-throated Hermits sipped from flowers in
the vervain hedges below while Orange-billed and Black-striped sparrows
occasionally ventured briefly out from under the hedge to grab a mouthful
from piles of cornmeal. An elegant pair of Lesson’s Motmots alternated
between nibbling bananas and posing photogenically on a nearby vine. As
the light rose, a noisy gang of Gray-headed Chachalacas arrived and
descended onto the feeders, vying with the omnipresent Variegated and
Red-tailed squirrels which were carrying off bananas as fast as they could
manage. Montezuma Oropendolas chortled from the trees before joining the
scrum. After breakfast, we ambled down part of the property’s long



driveway, finding some 70 species on a productive morning. Highlights
included an unusually low Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher (normally a canopy
dweller), a Gartered Violaceous Trogon perched high overhead, and a Fawn-
throated Foliage-gleaner rummaging in the undergrowth along the roadside
with a couple of Stripe-breasted Wrens and a Chestnut-capped Warbler.
Familiar northern migrants mingled with Tropical Parulas and Yellow-
throated Euphonias. Along Harry and Meche’s driveway, we found a plethora
of species, including a pair of White-shouldered Tanagers, feeding in a
fruiting Melastoma tree and (after considerable effort) some male White-
collared Manakins snapping on their dance floors at a nearby lek. At Lisa’s
house, a male Green Thorntail buzzed the top of a vervain hedge, trailing his
distinctively ragged tail, in the company of a Violet-headed Hummingbird. A
pair of Gray Hawks circled overhead, and a Zone-tailed Hawk powered past
carrying sizable prey. At Rancho Bajo, a Gray-capped Flycatcher hunted from
a bulldozer, conveniently close to similar Social Flycatchers. A Garden
Emerald and a trio of Snowcaps (two females and a male) foraged among
flowers while a Common Tody-Flycatcher bounced through the hedge below
them. We finished the day at the ‘Hummingbird Pools’ — a series of shallow
puddles in a small creek in a deep ravine on the property. There, we watched
multiple bathing Crowned Woodnymphs, surely (based on the number of
times they returned and the length of time they spent dunking themselves)
the cleanest hummingbirds in all of Costa Rica! Several White-ruffed
Manakins took extended splashing baths in the riffles, with a couple of
Chestnut-sided Warblers and single Slaty-capped and Ochre-bellied
flycatchers joining them as the light began to fade. Last to arrive was a
furtive Dull-mantled Antbird, whose appropriately dull colors blended
almost perfectly with its surroundings.



Sooty-faced Finches are normally quite shy, but this one serenaded us for several minutes, right
out in the open. Photo by participant Susan Jarnagin.

The following morning saw us heading west towards Tapanti National Park
shortly after daybreak, bellies comfortably filled with another excellent
breakfast. The park itself is vast, covering more than 144,000 acres, but
restricted access after a landslide a few years ago means we can only access
a small sliver of it along the lowest part of the park road. And, under sunny
skies, what a morning we had there! It started just beyond the entrance gate,
where Black-bellied Hummingbirds and White-bellied Mountain-gems
flitted along a vervain hedge. A couple of Spangle-cheeked Tanagers left the
scene too quickly (while some of us were still availing ourselves of the
restroom facilities) but a little gang of Common Chlorospingus proved more
cooperative, probing mossy trunks at eye level. A hundred yards up the road,
we hit our first mixed flock, with a surprise Sharpbill — a poorly known and
rarely seen species — taking top billing among the many new sightings.
Elsewhere, a male Red-headed Barbet dazzled as he munched

on Cecropia fruits. Spotted and Wedge-billed woodcreepers hitched their



way up tree trunks. A Golden-bellied Flycatcher, sounding suspiciously like a
dog’s squeak toy, hunted in treetops over the road. An Ornate Hawk-Eagle
spiraled overhead, its striped wing and tail feathers splayed against the blue,
blue sky. Two Black-and-yellow Silky-Flycatchers winked in and out of view
as they searched for berries in a fruiting tree. A Sooty-faced Finch serenaded
us for long minutes from an open branch, belying its “normally quite shy”
reputation. After a fruitful morning, we moved on to the highland area known
as Rio Macho (among birders, anyway) for our picnic lunch. A handsome pair
of Golden-browed Chlorophonias kicked off our afternoon’s amble down the
nearby road, followed shortly by a calling pair of Prong-billed Barbets and a
fluting Black-faced Solitaire. A Dark Pewee hunted from a treetop, a little
group of White-collared Swifts rocketed past overhead, and a Common
Squirrel Cuckoo bounced — appropriately squirrel-like — through branches
high in a tree. After wandering for an hour and a half or so, we loaded up and
headed to Finca Cristina, a nearby organic coffee farm, for a reviving brew
and some coffee purchases; the bus smelled amazing on our way back to
Rancho! We finished the day with a pair of White-tailed Kites perched in a
tree right across the road from the finca and a roadside Brown-throated
Three-toed Sloth.



We had some wonderful looks at a Sunbittern near Tayutic -- including flashes of those
extraordinary wings. Photo by participant Susan Jarnagin.

It was drippy and wet when we started at Rancho’s insect sheet the next
morning. Though there were perhaps fewer insects than there might
otherwise have been, there were still enough to pull in some hopeful
nibblers. A Plain-brown Woodcreeper made repeated visits to the shelter’s
support poles (the better to pluck moths from the sheet) and a pair of Red-
throated Ant-Tanagers twitched through the underbrush, while an Orange-
billed Sparrow and an inquisitive White-breasted Wood-Wren hopped
around on the ground, gleaning moths from the leaf litter. After another fine
breakfast, we headed to the nearby Silent Mountain road for the morning
under slowly clearing skies. Before we left, we had a family of four Bay
Wrens right outside the main building at Rancho. Our next stop was a bridge
by the sugar plantation, where we had an outstanding encounter with a
Sunbittern, plus a Torrent Tyrannulet on a mid-stream rock and our first
Southern Rough-winged Swallows on a wire over the nearby parking area.
Farther along, colorful mixed tanager flocks — Speckled, Bay-headed,



Emerald, Silver-throated and Golden-hooded, plus Scarlet-thighed Dacnis
and Tawny-capped Euphonias — swarmed through roadside trees, and we
watched a pair of Thick-billed Seed-Finches nibbling on grasses with their
oversized beaks. Gray-capped Flycatchers called from roadside wires,
allowing nice comparison with nearby Social Flycatchers. Two Olive-
crowned Yellowthroats sat sentinel atop some tall grasses and a gang of
Tawny-crested Tanagers flicked steadily uphill through the trees.

We returned to the lodge for lunch and a break, and then headed downhill to
CATIE, the extensive campus of an agricultural college, for the late
afternoon. One of the main targets here is the bizarre Boat-billed Heron, and
we spotted a trio tucked among the papyrus plants on the far side of the little
lake there. But there were plenty of other things to see too. First up was a
tree full of Montezuma Oropendola nests, with birds performing their
somersaulting courtship displays and squabbling over territory as they added
to their burgeoning nests. Three Roadside Hawks whistled from trees in the
coffee grove. Purple Gallinules and North Jacanas prowled the lakesides or
tiptoed over the lily pads while a trio of Crested Caracaras watched the
proceedings from atop a nearby dead snag. Veritable herds of Green lbis
patrolled several open areas. A quartet of turkey-sized Crested Guans
checked out a fruiting tree, keeping a wary eye on us as they did so. A pair of
territorial Band-backed Wrens shouted challenges from a treetop. Two
Black-crowned Antshrikes flitted along a wooded edge. And as we drove
back up the hill to Rancho Naturalista, a Common Pauraque flushed
repeatedly up the road ahead of us, giving us multiple nice views of it in the
bus headlights.

We had another gloriously sunny day for our visit to El Copal, a private
reserve about an hour west of Rancho. Snowcaps, Green Thorntails and a
cadre of juvenile Bananaquits flitted among the vervain flowers below the
main building’s wide veranda, while an eye-level Mistletoe Tyrannulet
showed off its yellow-edged wing feathers. An elevated fruit feeder brought
some fabulous eye candy into view: neon green Emerald Tanagers with their
yellow caps and black “earmuffs”, golden-hued Speckled Tanagers with their



sprinklings of black spots, snazzy Golden-hooded Tanagers, and a male
Tawny-capped Euphonia mingled with the more familiar Baltimore Orioles
and Summer Tanagers. Two Gray-headed Kites courted with “butterfly”
flight displays over a nearby ridge. After spending some time watching and
photographing, we headed out into the surrounding forest on the reserve'’s
trail system. A Middle American Leaftosser sang and sang as it flicked
through the undergrowth, sometimes within mere yards of where we stood.
A pair of Dull-mantled Antbirds did the same, duetting as they foraged along
a little ravine. A pointblank male Black-and-yellow Tanager glowed against
the greenery. Skulking Golden-crowned Warblers evaded many (as did an
all-too-brief Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher), but we all eventually got good
looks at Russet Antshrikes as they rummaged along mossy branches,
searching for tasty morsels. We retired to the reserve’s restaurant for lunch,
which was interrupted at the end by the shout of “COQUETTE” from Alex,
who'd spotted the much-desired Black-crested Coquette at a bush outside
the dining room. Later, we called a Bright-rumped Attila into view and
watched a very distant King Vulture glide across the valley while a Brown-
billed Scythebill called from the forest. On our way out of the reserve, we
spotted a Fasciated Tiger-Heron standing stock-still on a rock in the middle
of a stream, intently focused on the rapids below. We also stopped at
Hacienda Oriente on our way back to Rancho. There, a few Red-breasted
Meadowlarks winked in and out of view in a field of tall grass while a
Southern House Wren sang from a fence post and a pair of grubby Tropical
Mockingbirds sat nearby.



Red-legged Honeycreepers were abundant at Donde Cope, where they swarmed over the sugar
water feeders. Photo by participant Joan Baker.

We started our penultimate day with another pre-breakfast meetup on the
Rancho balcony, enjoying the usual mix of visitors to the banana feeders and
the cornmeal piles while shrieking flocks of Crimson-fronted Parakeets
winged past. Then it was off to Laguna Angostura for the morning, where we
walked a dirt track along the shores of the manmade reservoir. En route, we
found a Laughing Falcon calling from a treetop near the Reventazdén River —
handily right where a bridge gave us a great vantage point. The reservoir
itself held a multitude of ducks (scores of Blue-winged Teal and dozens of
Lesser Scaup, plus a couple of Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks) and herons,
while Limpkins called from bush tops and a handful of Wood Storks preened
in trees along the water’s edge. A Bare-throated Tiger-Heron stretched its
well-camouflaged head and neck from dead vegetation and a couple of Snail
Kites patrolled low over the reedy edges. A Ringed Kingfisher shouted from
dead branches, while a quieter Green Kingfisher eyed the water from a
shorter bush. We spent long minutes trying to get looks at calling Thicket



Antpitta, Mourning Warbler and White-throated Crake, with all but the lucky
few having to be content with “heard only” for each. Fortunately, a pair of
Slaty Spinetails and two Yellow Tyrannulets were far more cooperative,
distracting us from our crake vigil. On our way back to Rancho, we stopped to
examine a big mixed cowbird flock, notching up all three species — Giant,
Shining and Bronzed — as they scoured a grassy paddock. After lunch and a
break, we headed to the nearby village of Tayutic and birded along a stretch
of road overlooking some marshy pastureland. A pair of Barred Antshrikes
serenaded us from a nearby hedge, two Gray-crowned Yellowthroats peered
around from a patch of tall weeds and a little group of Variable Seedeaters
flicked through the grasses while chattering groups of Crimson-fronted
Parakeets winged past overhead. Further through the village, we found a pair
of Thick-billed Seed-Finches nibbling seeds in a weedy field and a Gray
Hawk resting in a treetop. We finished the day back at the bridge by the
sugar plantation for another close encounter with a wing-flashing Sunbittern,
plus the spectacle of several hundred Western Cattle-Egrets festooning a
nearby roost tree.



Bare-necked Umbrellabird is an endangered species, so finding this young male singing quietly
in the forest at Centro Mant was a real highlight. Photo by participant Susan Jarnagin.

We dropped down into the Caribbean lowlands for the day on our journey
back to San Jose. Our first stop was at Centro Manu, a small private reserve
with a feeding station and a network of forested trails. As we exited the bus,
we were greeted by our first Yellow-throated Toucans, while a Great Potoo
snoozing in a nearby treetop allowed good scope studies of its amazing
camouflage. At the feeders, Montezuma and Chestnut-headed oropendolas
vied for bananas while a Russet-naped Wood-Rail prowled through the
undergrowth nearby. At the start of the forest trail, a Rufous-winged
Woodpecker gleamed against a sunny trunk, and a Wedge-billed
Woodcreeper hitched its way up a nearby tree. Slaty-tailed and Graceful
Black-throated trogons showed nicely as they sang from overhead, and an
eye-level White-whiskered Puffbird also proved cooperative. Our half dozen
White-ruffed Manakins included a handsome male that preened for a bit
right in front of us. But the highlight of the visit had to be the young male
Bare-necked Umbrellabird that we found singing quietly from a mossy



branch high in the forest; it was great to get such extended views of this
endangered species! Next up was Donde Cope, the extraordinary suburban
garden of local artist José Perez (aka Cope). In the property’s comfortable
shed/blind, we ate our picnic lunch while we watched a whirlwind of birds
visiting a multitude of nearby feeders. At least a dozen Red-legged
Honeycreepers and lesser numbers of Shining and Green honeycreepers
jostled for position at sugar water feeders. Palm and Blue-gray tanagers and
a single Crimson-collared Tanager swarmed over bananas, joined by
honeycreepers and a gang of noisy Orange-chinned Parakeets — at least until
larger Montezuma and Chestnut-headed oropendolas pushed them out of
the way. Of course, they were regularly displaced by the even larger Keel-
billed and Yellow-throated toucans! Once we’d had our fill of the feeder
birds, we headed out to some nearby woodlands. There, we found a trio of
Spectacled Owls (two adults and a wide-eyed youngster), a softly calling
Broad-billed Motmot, a Brown-capped Tyrannulet singing from a treetop,
and a Tayra sprawled on a branch over a stream, watching several noisy
families playing in the water below. Then it was back to the Hotel
Bougainvillea for one final checklist and one last dinner together.

Thanks so much for joining us for this holiday adventure; it was great to
share a week in this wonderful country with you all! | hope to travel with you
again somewhere, some day. Meanwhile, good birding!



The cotton ball sized Honduran White Bat won our informal 'Mammal of the Trip' contest,
beating out the likes of Tayra and Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth. Photo by guide Megan
Edwards Crewe.

Other critters of interest:

Mammals:

HONDURAN WHITE BAT (Ectophylla alba) -- one hung underneath

a Heliconia leaf it had fashioned into a tent by chewing through the
secondary veins along the leaf's midrib.

MANTLED HOWLER MONKEY (Alouatta palliata) -- heard howling from the
forests at El Copal and Centro Manu, but never seen

BROWN-THROATED THREE-TOED SLOTH (Bradypus variegatus) -- three
on various drives, including one in a tree literally right beside a busy highway
VARIEGATED SQUIRREL (Sciurus variegatoides) -- the bigger of the two
squirrels that were regular on the Rancho feeders

RED-TAILED SQUIRREL (Sciurus granatensis) -- and the smaller of the two,
also common on Rancho's feeders

CENTRAL AMERICAN AGOUTI (Dasyprocta punctata) -- a few visited the



piles of cornmeal under the Rancho feeders each morning

WHITE-NOSED COATI (Nasua narica) -- one that checked out the banana
feeders at Rancho on several days, with another trundling across the road at
Rio Macho

TAYRA (Eira barbara) -- a bold male was seen raiding the banana feeders at
Rancho on several days, with others at CATIE and in Cope's woods

Reptiles and Amphibians:

PUG-NOSED ANOLE (Norops capito) -- one seen by some at Finca Cristina
GREEN BASILISK (Basiliscus plumifrons) -- Jenn spotted one at Angostura
Florencia

HELMETED BASILISK (Corytophanes cristatus) -- a very confiding individual
just outside Cope's house

COMMON HOUSE GECKO (Hemidactylus frenatus) -- regular in and around
Rancho's cabins and main building

CENTRAL AMERICAN WHIPTAIL (Ameiva festiva) -- seen at Rancho, El
Copal (one rummaging around under the vervain hedge) and Centro Manu
MESOAMERICAN BOA (Boa imperator) -- Mike spotted one for us as it
slithered up the bank beside the road as we left EL Copal

GREEN KEELBACK (Chironius exoletus) -- one seen by a few at Tapanti as it
hesitantly tried to cross the road

MASKED TREE FROG (Smilisca phaeota) -- a tiny one perched atop a
roadside weed on the Silencio road

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/450568

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/crh25aTRIPLIST.pdf

-- Megan
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Great Tinamou Tinamus major

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis

Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors

Lesser Scaup Aythya dffinis

Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens

Gray-headed Chachalaca Ortalis cinereiceps

Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis

Red-billed Pigeon Patagioenas flavirostris
Short-billed Pigeon Patagioenas nigrirostris
Inca Dove Columbinainca

Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura
Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris
Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana
Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis

White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
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5 Vaux's Swift Chaetura vauxi il
45 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora [ 13]
2 Green Hermit Phaethornis guy 02
2 Long-billed Hermit Phaethornis longirostris w2
2 Stripe-throated Hermit Phaethornis striigularis W2
2 Lesser Violetear Colibricyanotus M2
1 Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti (1l
14 Green-breasted Mango Anthracothorax prevostii [ 14
6 Green Thorntail Discosura conversii @ 4
1 Black-crested Coquette Lophornis helenae (1l
2 Fiery-throated Hummingbird Panterpe insignis Ml
2 White-bellied Mountain-gem Lampornis hemileucus @ il
3 Purple-throated Mountain-gem Lampornis calolaemus W2
1 Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris Ml
30 Volcano Hummingbird Selasphorus flammula i3
1 Garden Emerald Chlorostilbon assimilis il
4 Violet-headed Hummingbird Kiais guimeti M3
1 Violet Sabrewing Campylopterus hemileucurus il
7 Bronze-tailed Plumeleteer Chalybura urochrysia @ o
12 Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica 4
14 Snowcap Microchera albocoronata @ W4
2 Black-bellied Hummingbird Eupherusa nigriventris @ il
3 Scaly-breasted Hummingbird Phaeochroa cuvierii 2
1 Blue-vented Hummingbird Saucerottia hoffmanni Ml
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Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl
Russet-naped Wood-Rail Aramides albiventris
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica
White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis
Limpkin Aramus guarauna

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Northern Jacana Jacana spinosa

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius

Sunbittern Eurypyga helias

Wood Stork Mycteria americana

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum
Green |lbis Mesembrinibis cayennensis
Bare-throated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma mexicanum
Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum
Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius
Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea

Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Green Heron Butorides virescens

Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis
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Great Egret Ardeaalba

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus
Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis
Ornate Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus ornatus
Cooper's Hawk Astur cooperii

Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris
Gray Hawk Buteo plagiatus
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus
Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis
American Barn Owl Tyto furcata
Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba
Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata
Mottled Owl Strix virgata
Resplendent Quetzal Pharomachrus mocinno

Slaty-tailed Trogon Trogon massena
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Gartered Violaceous Trogon Trogon caligatus
Graceful Black-throated Trogon Trogon tenellus
Collared Trogon Trogon collaris

Lesson's Motmot Momotus lessonii

Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii
Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana

White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila panamensis @

Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda
Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii @
Prong-billed Barbet Semnornis frantzii @

Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus
Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus
Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus

Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus
Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani
Hoffmann's Woodpecker Melanerpes hoffmannii
Hairy Woodpecker Leuconotopicus villosus
Pale-billed Woodpecker Campephilus guatemalensis
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus

Rufous-winged Woodpecker Piculus simplex
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Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus

Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans

Crested Caracara Caracara plancus

Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima

Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis

White-crowned Parrot Pionus senilis

Red-lored Amazon Amazona autumnalis

Crimson-fronted Parakeet Psittacara finschi

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus

Black-crowned Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha @

Russet Antshrike Thamnistes anabatinus @

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis @

Checker-throated Stipplethroat Epinecrophylia fulviventris @

Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula schisticolor

Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul

Dull-mantled Antbird Sipia laemosticta

Thicket Antpitta Myrmothera dives

Silvery-fronted Tapaculo Scytalopus argentifrons @

Rufous-breasted Antthrush Formicarius rufipectus @

Middle American Leaftosser Sclerurus mexicanus

Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus

Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans
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Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius

Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus pusillus @

Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii

Northern Plain-Xenops Xenops mexicanus

Fawn-throated Foliage-gleaner Automolus cervinigularis

Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens @

Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops

Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura @

White-ruffed Manakin Corapipo altera @

White-collared Manakin Manacus candei

Bare-necked Umbrellabird Cephalopterus glabricollis

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata

Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus

Sharpbill Oxyruncus cristatus @

Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus @

Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher Myiobius sulphureipygius

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus

Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris @

Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus

Northern Bentbill Oncostoma cinereigulare

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum

Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum nigriceps @

Eye-ringed Flatbill Rhynchocyclus brevirostris
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Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens
Brown-capped Tyrannulet Ornithion brunneicapillus @
Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster

Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea @
Mistletoe Tyrannulet Zimmerius parvus

Tufted Flycatcher Mitrephanes phaeocercus

Dark Pewee Contopus lugubris @

Northern Tropical Pewee Contopus bogotensis
Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris
White-throated Flycatcher Empidonax albigularis @
Black-capped Flycatcher Empidonax atriceps @
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans

Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis

Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis
Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus @

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
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Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata

Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons

Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus

Brown Jay Cyanocorax morio

Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis
Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca
Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus
White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata
Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus

Ochraceous Wren Troglodytes ochraceus

Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus zonatus @
Rufous-backed Wren Campylorhynchus capistratus
Stripe-breasted Wren Cantorchilus thoracicus

Cabanis's Wren Cantorchilus modestus

Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus

White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta
Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys
Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus *

Black-faced Solitaire Myadestes melanops @
Black-billed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus gracilirostris @

Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus fuscater @
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7 Sooty Thrush Turdus nigrescens @ W2
1 Mountain Thrush Turdus plebejus il
1 Pale-vented Thrush Turdus obsoletus @ il
35 Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi @10
2 Black-and-yellow Silky-flycatcher Phainoptila melanoxantha @ Wi
8 Long-tailed Silky-flycatcher Ptiliogonys caudatus Ml
1 House Sparrow Passer domesticus * (1l
2 Golden-browed Chlorophonia Chlorophonia callophrys il
1 Yellow-crowned Euphonia Euphonia luteicapilla @ il
3 Yellow-throated Euphonia Euphonia hirundinacea W2
3 Olive-backed Euphonia Euphonia gouldi 03
8 Tawny-capped Euphonia Euphonia anneae (118
1 Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaitria il
11 Sooty-capped Chlorospingus Chlorospingus pileatus @ mn2
22 Common Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavopectus a2
3 Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris i3
9 Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris io6
1 Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha (1l
1 Sooty-faced Finch Arremon crassirostris @ il
3 Volcano Junco Jjuncovulcani @ (1l
5 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis i3
2 Llarge-footed Finch Pezopetes capitalis @ il
3 White-eared Ground-Sparrow Melozone leucotis (1l
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2 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna il
2 Red-breasted Meadowlark Leistes militaris Ml
50 Chestnut-headed Oropendola Psarocolius wagleri [ 14
162 Montezuma Oropendola Psarocolius montezuma @6
4 Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis 2
14 Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula W8
9 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus i3
3 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis (1
23 Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus W2
5 Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus a3
9 Melodious Blackbird Dives dives n7
47 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus mi
1 Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla @ il
2 Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera il
4 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia w4
2 Flame-throated Warbler Oreothlypis gutturalis @ il
20 Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina a5
1 Gray-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis poliocephala il

1 Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia il
2 Olive-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis semiflava @ il
1 American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla il
5 Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi a3
5 Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca W4
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Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva

Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica

Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens

Chestnut-capped Warbler Basileuterus delattrii

Black-cheeked Warbler Basileuterus melanogenys @

Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus

Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda

Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla

Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra

Red-throated Ant-Tanager Driophlox fuscicauda

Black-faced Grosbeak Caryothraustes poliogaster @

White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus

Tawny-crested Tanager Tachyphonus delatrii @

Crimson-collared Tanager Ramphocelus sanguinolentus

Scarlet-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus passerinii

Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Speckled Tanager Ixothraupis guttata

Golden-hooded Tanager Stilpnia larvata

Spangle-cheeked Tanager Tangara dowii

Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola

Emerald Tanager Tangara florida

https://ebird.org/tripreport/450568

Field Guides Birding Tours — HOLIDAY COSTA RICA I (with Megan Edwards Crewe & Vernon Campos) - eBird Trip Report

Wi

a2

W2

il

Wil

(N

il

W2

il

W6

W4

a2

(N

a2

02

W7

a7

W5

a2

w4

Wi

W3

W2

13/14


https://ebird.org/species/yelwar1
https://ebird.org/species/chswar
https://ebird.org/species/btnwar
https://ebird.org/species/rucwar4
https://ebird.org/species/blcwar1
https://ebird.org/species/gcrwar
https://ebird.org/species/burwar1
https://ebird.org/species/wlswar
https://ebird.org/species/sltred
https://ebird.org/species/sumtan
https://ebird.org/species/rtatan1
https://ebird.org/species/blfgro1
https://ebird.org/species/whstan1
https://ebird.org/species/tactan1
https://ebird.org/species/crctan1
https://ebird.org/species/y00599
https://ebird.org/species/bugtan
https://ebird.org/species/paltan1
https://ebird.org/species/spetan1
https://ebird.org/species/gohtan1
https://ebird.org/species/spctan1
https://ebird.org/species/bahtan1
https://ebird.org/species/emetan1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1776368728362.1776373109955.558&__hssc=60209138.2.1776373109955&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1776368728362.1776373109955.558&__hssc=60209138.2.1776373109955&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

4/16/26, 3:59 PM Field Guides Birding Tours — HOLIDAY COSTA RICA I (with Megan Edwards Crewe & Vernon Campos) - eBird Trip Report

14 Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala [11S)
3 Scarlet-thighed Dacnis Dacnis venusta 2
14 Shining Honeycreeper Cyanerpes lucidus i3
32 Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus w3
16 Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza [ 14
1 Black-and-yellow Tanager Chrysothlypis chrysomelas @ il
3 Slaty Flowerpiercer Diglossa plumbea 2
4 Thick-billed Seed-Finch Sporophila funerea @ Q2
46 Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina a5
5 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola W3
9 Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris olivaceus [
5 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus M4
4 Black-headed Saltator Saltator atriceps 02
1 Cinnamon-bellied Saltator Saltator grandis il
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