Trip Report — Cloudforests of
Ecuador: All the Best of the Wild
Northwest 2024

July 22-August 1, 2024 with Willy Perez

Cindy Hamilton got an action shot of these Black-chinned Mountain Tanagers fighting
for lunch

For many years the cloud forest hasn’t been as well known as the rainforest is, but that
has changed in the last few years, and that is why we designed this tour to visit this
very unique habitat for nine full days. Because we use Quito as the starting point, we
did a half day birding at 11000ft at the beautiful Yanacocha and Zuroloma reserves on
our way down to Maquipucuna. Here we enjoyed watching some of the most
incredible Hummingbirds like, Mountain Velvetbreast, Green-tailed Trainbearer,
Sapphire-vented Puffleg and the incredible Sword-billed Hummingbird. Several
Mountain Tanagers showed up and we even had our first encounter with some of the



elusive Antpittas. After our box lunch we drove down along the Old Nono-Mindo
Road where we saw the colorful Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan.

We arrived at Maquipucuna in the afternoon. The two full days at this lodge were
great and we explored several trails, walked the nearby gravel road and visited the
hides and the feeders. But the garden had an amazing combination and variety of
birds, so we didn’t have to go far. We saw White-capped Dipper, Barred Puffbird,
Broad-billed Motmot and several lovely tanagers. Along the road we found Golden-
headed Quetzals, Tiny Hawk, Guayaquil Woodpecker and Bat Falcon. The best hike
that we did here was to go to see the Club-winged Manakin; the hike was a bit steep
but we managed to see a couple of males displaying.

This Golden-collared Honeycreeper male at Amagusa was another colorful bird that
we saw, and was captured nicely by Cindy Hamilton.

Leaving Maquipucuna, we drove up to the Tandayapa ridge and we visited the new
Guaycapi Lodge and walked along the road toward San Tadeo-Mindo. It was a very
successful day with Blue-winged Mountain Tanagers and Flame-faced Tanager.
Eventually we arrived at Sachatamia lodge, but we kept coming back to San Tadeo
Road where we saw the rare White-faced Nunbird. Sachatamia was spectacular, with



the gardens full of Tanagers, Hummingbirds, Woodcreepers and even a pair of
Powerful Woodpeckers. We managed to climb up the tower and we came face to face
with Scaled Fruiteater, both male and female. Sachatamia was our base for the
following days and from here we did a fantastic day out to the Long-wattled
Umbrellabird lek, where we saw some males in full display. The next day we went to
Amagusa and Sacha Guatusa reserves.

Arriving at Amagusa early was a good call (a bit painful, but worth it). Birds were
incredible and the moth feeder was simply amazing, Black and Rufous-brown
Solitaires were the first to show up, followed by a troop of diverse species that we
enjoyed the whole morning. There were many incredible birds here, but just to mention
a few that people liked: Toucan Barbet, Moss-backed Tanager, Barred Becard and
even an Olive Finch.

A charismatic Toucan Barbet was spotted by Cindy Hamilton.

Another full day, we went down to the lowlands to Rio Silanche and spent three
hours on the tower and walked one of the trails there. Birds in the lowlands were very
different so we enjoyed watching White-tailed and Blue-tailed trogons, Checker-



throated Stipplethroat, White-flanked Antwren, Velvety Manakin and Orange-fronted
Barbet.

The last day we went to visit the famous Angel Paz Reserve and the Cock-of-the-Rock
lek. This place is fantastic, and we saw b species of antpittas, Rufous-breasted
Antthrush, Orange-breasted Fruiteater, and Crested Guans, to mention a few. Here we
really enjoyed our BRUNCH served by Diana (Rodrigo’s wife).

Besides birds, landscapes, stunning forest and amazing wildlife, we came across
fantastic people that made our trip a truly success. The whole staff at Maquipucuna
was great, the Sachatamia team was a dream, and of course Edgar, our super driver,
was incredible, so thank you, all of you guys for that. We had an incredible 9 full days
of birding and | really enjoyed the company of you people that came and joined me for
this tour. Peter, thank you for the serenade with your guitar, and Cindy for all the
stunning photos. | hope that | will see you again and please just keep birding.

Rose-faced Parrot at Amaguse Reserve by Willy Perez.



| want to add other animals that we saw, here they are.

Mammals:

Western Dwarf Squirrel
Red tailed Squirrel
Common Opossum
Central American Agouti
Western Mountain Coati

Owl and Morpho Butterflies
The incredible Giant Earthworm.

Blue tailed Trogon is another Choco endemic that lives on northwest Ecuador and
southwest Colombia, Cindy Hamilton got a fantastic photo of a male at Silanche
Reserve

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/275727

A big hug from Dorset, Willy
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Species Observed Show all details
1 Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui [l
2 Andean Guan Penelope montagnii all
8 Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens i3
3 Wattled Guan Aburria aburri W2
2 Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii il
1 Rufous-fronted Wood-Quail Odontophorus erythrops @ il
6 Dark-backed Wood-Quail Odontophorus melanonotus @ g2
1 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis il
3 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata a2
1 Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea il
3 Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea w2
2 Dusky Pigeon Patagioenas goodsoni @ (1l
7 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi a5
1 Pallid Dove Leptotila pallida il
1 White-throated Quail-Dove Zentrygon frenata Wil
4 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana W4
3 Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus il
2 Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila il

100 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris il
1 Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis @ il

15 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora w4


https://ebird.org/tripreport/275727?view=species
https://ebird.org/tripreport/275727?view=checklists
https://ebird.org/tripreport/275727?view=photos
https://ebird.org/species/littin1
https://ebird.org/species/andgua1
https://ebird.org/species/cregua1
https://ebird.org/species/watgua1
https://ebird.org/species/siwgua1
https://ebird.org/species/rfwqua1
https://ebird.org/species/dbwqua1
https://ebird.org/species/pavpig2
https://ebird.org/species/batpig1
https://ebird.org/species/plupig2
https://ebird.org/species/rudpig
https://ebird.org/species/duspig2
https://ebird.org/species/whtdov
https://ebird.org/species/paldov1
https://ebird.org/species/wtqdov1
https://ebird.org/species/squcuc1
https://ebird.org/species/compot1
https://ebird.org/species/chcswi1
https://ebird.org/species/whcswi
https://ebird.org/species/lstswi1
https://ebird.org/species/whnjac1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.966767c57005a2888ca6ddc593054db3.1619463087927.1727989016293.1728070147673.303&__hssc=60209138.1.1728070147673&__hsfp=2997760446
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.966767c57005a2888ca6ddc593054db3.1619463087927.1727989016293.1728070147673.303&__hssc=60209138.1.1728070147673&__hsfp=2997760446
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

1

19

14

20

White-whiskered Hermit Phaethornis yaruqui
Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus
Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae
White-throated Daggerbill Schistes albogularis @
Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans

Brown Violetear Colibridelphinae

Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus
Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti
Gorgeted Sunangel Heliangelus strophianus @
Green Thorntail Discosura conversii

Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys
Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus coelestis
Green-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia nuna

Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina
Sapphire-vented Puffleg Eriocnemis luciani @
Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis

Brown Inca Coeligena wilsoni

Collared Inca Coeligena torquata

Buff-winged Starfrontlet Coeligena lutetice @
Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi
Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera @
Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens
Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua jardini

White-booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii
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Rufous-gaped Hillstar Urochroa bougueri @
Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte benjamini
Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides
Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula
Empress Brilliant Heliodoxa imperatrix
White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant
Purple-throated Woodstar Philodice mitchellii
Western Emerald Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus
Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl
Andean Emerald Uranomitra franciae
Purple-chested Hummingbird Polyerata rosenbergi
White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Andean Lapwing Vanellus resplendens

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

Great Egret Ardeaalba

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus

Tiny Hawk Microspizias superciliosus
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Bicolored Hawk Accipiter bicolor

Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps

Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris
Gray-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus

Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus
Black-and-white Owl Strix nigrolineata
Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps
Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus @
Blue-tailed Trogon Trogon comptus
White-tailed Trogon Trogon chionurus

Masked Trogon Trogon personatus

Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii
Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana
Barred Puffbird Nystalus radiatus
White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila panamensis @
White-faced Nunbird Hapaloptila castanea @
Orange-fronted Barbet Capito squamatus
Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii

Toucan Barbet Semnornis ramphastinus
Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus

Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena laminirostris @
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Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus
Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus
Choco Toucan Ramphastos brevis

Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus @
Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani
Red-rumped Woodpecker Dryobates kirkii
Powerful Woodpecker Campephilus pollens
Guayaquil Woodpecker Campephilus gayaquilensis
Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus loricatus @
Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus
Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii
Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis
Carunculated Caracara Daptrius carunculatus
American Kestrel Falco sparverius

Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis

Rose-faced Parrot Pyrilia pulchra

Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus

Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus
Maroon-tailed Parakeet Pyrrhura melanura @
Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus
Red-masked Parakeet Psittacara erythrogenys

Rufous-rumped Antwren Euchrepomis callinota
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Uniform Antshrike Thamnophilus unicolor

Russet Antshrike Thamnistes anabatinus

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis
Checker-throated Stipplethroat Epinecrophylia fulviventris
White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris
Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul
Esmeraldas Antbird Sipia nigricauda

Zeledon's Antbird Hafferia zeledoni

Giant Antpitta Grallaria gigantea @

Moustached Antpitta Grallaria alleni @

Scaled Antpitta Grallaria guatimalensis
Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla
Yellow-breasted Antpitta Grallaria flavotincta @
Equatorial Antpitta Grallaria saturata

Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis

Ochre-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula flavirostris
Blackish Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans

Narifo Tapaculo Scytalopus vicinior
Rufous-breasted Antthrush Formicarius rufipectus
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus
Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus

Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus lachrymosus @
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Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius

Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger

Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii

Pacific Hornero Furnarius cinnamomeus

Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia variegaticeps

Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa
Uniform Treehunter Thripadectes ignobilis @
Streak-capped Treehunter Thripadectes virgaticeps @
Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens

Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger
Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops
Golden-winged Manakin Masius chrysopterus @
Velvety Manakin Lepidothrix velutina

White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus
Club-winged Manakin Machaeropterus deliciosus
Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii
Orange-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola jucunda @
Scaled Fruiteater Ampelioides tschudii

Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus
Long-wattled Umbrellabird Cephalopterus penduliger
Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata

Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor

W2

W6

W2

il

W3

W3

a2

(N

W3

Wil

W3

a2

W2

il

Wi

Wi

il

W2

il

02

Wi

a2

[N


https://ebird.org/species/spowoo1
https://ebird.org/species/monwoo1
https://ebird.org/species/strtuf1
https://ebird.org/species/palhor4
https://ebird.org/species/stfgle1
https://ebird.org/species/lifgle1
https://ebird.org/species/bffgle
https://ebird.org/species/unitre1
https://ebird.org/species/stctre1
https://ebird.org/species/spobar1
https://ebird.org/species/peatre1
https://ebird.org/species/refspi1
https://ebird.org/species/gowman1
https://ebird.org/species/bucman1
https://ebird.org/species/whbman1
https://ebird.org/species/clwman1
https://ebird.org/species/gabfru1
https://ebird.org/species/orbfru1
https://ebird.org/species/scafru1
https://ebird.org/species/andcot1
https://ebird.org/species/lowumb1
https://ebird.org/species/mastit1
https://ebird.org/species/barbec1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.966767c57005a2888ca6ddc593054db3.1619463087927.1727989016293.1728070147673.303&__hssc=60209138.1.1728070147673&__hsfp=2997760446
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.966767c57005a2888ca6ddc593054db3.1619463087927.1727989016293.1728070147673.303&__hssc=60209138.1.1728070147673&__hsfp=2997760446
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

16

20

Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Cryptic Becard Pachyramphus salvini

One-colored Becard Pachyramphus homochrous
Tawny-breasted Flycatcher Myiobius villosus @
Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus
Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris
Bronze-olive Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus pelzelni @

Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus

Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum nigriceps @

Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus
Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus
White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus poecilocercus
Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata
White-crested Elaenia Elaenia albiceps

Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea
Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps
Ashy-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias cinereiceps
Choco Tyrannulet Zimmerius albigularis
Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus
Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans

White-browed Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola albilora
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Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes striaticollis
Masked Water-Tyrant Fluvicola nengeta
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis
Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotis
Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata
Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys

Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

White-thighed Swallow Atticora tibialis
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca
Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina
Tawny-faced Gnatwren Microbates cinereiventris
House Wren Troglodytes aedon

Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis

Plain-tailed Wren Pheugopedius euophrys

Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus

Sharpe's Wren Cinnycerthia olivascens

Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys
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White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus
Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides

Speckled Nightingale-Thrush Catharus maculatus
Black Solitaire Entomodestes coracinus @
Rufous-brown Solitaire Cichlopsis leucogenys @
Ecuadorian Thrush Turdus maculirostris

Great Thrush Turdus fuscater

Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus

Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris
Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster
Tanager Finch Oreothraupis arremonops @
Yellow-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavigularis
Dusky Chlorospingus Chlorospingus semifuscus
Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris
Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris
Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha
Olive Finch Arremon castaneiceps

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis
Tricolored Brushfinch Atlapetes tricolor
Yellow-breasted Brushfinch Atlapetes latinuchus
White-winged Brushfinch Atlapetes leucopterus
Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis

Scrub Blackbird Dives warczewiczi
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Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi (1S
Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus w4
Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda il
Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus a5
Spectacled Redstart Myioborus melanocephalus il
Ochre-breasted Tanager Chlorothraupis stolzmanni (1l
White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus i3
Tawny-crested Tanager Tachyphonus delatrii il
White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus Wi
Flame-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus @l 10
Moss-backed Tanager Bangsia edwardsi (1l
Hooded Mountain Tanager Buthraupis montana @ ?N Al
Blue-capped Tanager Sporathraupis cyanocephala (1
Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris @ (1l
Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus [ 1)
Black-chinned Mountain Tanager Anisognathus notabilis W2
Golden-crowned Tanager Iridosornis rufivertex il
Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota il
Glistening-green Tanager Chlorochrysa phoenicotis il
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus mo
Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum (V4
Rufous-throated Tanager Ixothraupis rufigula (|
Golden-naped Tanager Chalcothraupis ruficervix (14
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Gray-and-gold Tanager Poecilostreptus palmeri
Black-capped Tanager Stilpnia heinei
Golden-hooded Tanager Stilpnia larvata
Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis
Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis
Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides
Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola
Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakii
Golden Tanager Tangara arthus

Emerald Tanager Tangara florida @
Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala
Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis

Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata
Scarlet-thighed Dacnis Dacnis venusta

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

Scarlet-breasted Dacnis Dacnis berlepschi
Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus
Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza
Golden-collared Honeycreeper Iridophanes pulcherrimus
Scarlet-browed Tanager Heterospingus xanthopygius @
Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii
Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis

White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera
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Indigo Flowerpiercer Diglossa indigotica @
Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea
Plushcap Catamblyrhynchus diadema
Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus

Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis
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