Trip Report — Cloudforests of Ecuador: All
the Best of the Wild Northwest 2025

July 21-31, 2025 with Willy Perez

Here is the group posing for an unforgettable photo during our visit to the iconic Reserva Paz de
las Aves by Willy Perez.

This is one of my favourite tours because the cloud forest in the west is
where | grew up, where I've lived, and where | still have strong connections.
For me, this trip feels like going back home. The landscapes are stunning and
incredibly diverse. The cloud forest isn't as well known as the rainforest, but
it has its own special magic and is made up of vital ecosystems. It's full of
epiphytes like orchids, bromeliads, ferns, and lots of moss—a beautiful place
often covered by clouds in the afternoon and filled with birds all day long.
And we saw all of that in just one amazing week.



John Rounds got a fantastic photo of the colourful Glistening-green Tanager at Amagusa reserve.

The tour began in Quito, right after | finished my Galapagos tour. Just before
the farewell dinner with the Galapagos group, | managed to give a quick
briefing for the Cloud Forest tour. Some of our group had already arrived,
while two more were due later that evening. We had a full week ahead of us
to explore this incredible part of Ecuador, and we jumped right into planning
for an early start the next day.

This tour includes only a half-day visit to the upper mountain forest, so |
made sure everyone was prepared for the 11,000 ft elevation, since the rest
of the trip would be at lower altitudes. This year, we visited Yanacocha, one
of the Jocotoco Reserves, where we saw some beautiful hummingbirds and
tanagers. But the highlights at this altitude were definitely the Ocellated
Tapaculo and the Barred Fruiteater. It was a productive morning, and after
our boxed lunch, we drove down to Maquipucuna Lodge.



Robert McNab capture this Long-wattled Umbrellabird male in full display when we visit their
lek.

The three lodges we stayed at worked perfectly—each one strategically
located to give us access to different habitats and bird species. Every lodge
had something special to offer. At Maquipucuna, we could bird from just
about anywhere—even from our rooms or the bar! Guaycapi offered stunning
views, with beautiful mountain scenery as the backdrop to all the bird activity
in front of us. At Sachatamia, the hummingbird feeders were a whirlwind of
activity that kept us glued to our binoculars and cameras.

The leks we visited were unforgettable—watching the colorful Cock-of-the-
Rock males displaying and catching a glimpse of a silhouetted Umbrellabird
were definite highlights. The hides at Maquipucuna and Sachatamia gave us
the chance to observe shy species like Antbirds, Motmots, and several kinds
of Woodcreepers. At Angel Paz's Reserve, we saw three species of Antpittas
and had fantastic views of them. We even ventured under a bridge to spot a
female Lyre-tailed Nightjar with her chick—a very special sighting.



Club winged Manakins are distributed only in southwest Colombia and northwest Ecuador and
we had to make a special effort to see this nice male displaying. Photo by John Rounds.

Our early departure to Amagusa really paid off, with many Chocé endemics
making an appearance. One of the favourites was the striking Black Solitaire.
When we visited the lowlands at Silanche, we were amazed by the colorful
diversity of birds. We saw four species of Dacnis, with the Scarlet-breasted
Dacnis stealing the show. We ended our lowland day with the “Sendero
Frutti Tour,” which gave us a chance to spot more lowland species like the
Bronzy Hermit, Red-billed Scythebill, and the elusive Western Woodhaunter.

The entire week flew by, but it was full of activity and discovery. We saw so
many birds, and | even got the chance to bring the group to my own garden
to see the Lanceolated Monklet—a widespread species, but not always easy
to find. That was a special moment for me.



Ocellated Tapaculo is one of the most colourful of the group but is always very hard to see. Here,
Paul Beerman managed to get this stunning photo of one of them at Yanacocha reserve.

The staff at the lodges were fantastic, the food was delicious, the weather
was kind to us, and the birds were incredible. | have to say, this trip

was GREAT, and for me it was a real pleasure to share these moments with
a nice bunch of people. Thank you all for making this such a fun and
unforgettable adventure into the beauty of the cloud forest.

Along the way, we also spotted some other amazing wildlife, including:
Common Opossum

Kinkajou

Western Dwarf Squirrel

Red-tailed Squirrel

Central American Agouti

Basilisk Lizard

And many stunning butterflies



Robert McNab got a close-up photo of the impressive Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/404270

-- Abrazos desde Dorset, Willy
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For a narrative summary of this tour, including a Field Guides photo gallery and additional...
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Species Observed Checklists
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Species Observed Show all details
2 Andean Guan Penelope montagnii 1R
1 Crested Guan Penelope purpurascens 1R
5 Wattled Guan Aburria aburri W3
3 Rufous-fronted Wood-Quail Odontophorus erythrops 1R
2 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata (1l
3 Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 02
2 Dusky Pigeon Patagioenas goodsoni 1l
5 White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 03
1 Pallid Dove Leptotila pallida 1R
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White-throated Quail-Dove Zentrygon frenata
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana

Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
Lyre-tailed Nightjar Uropsalis lyra

Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus
Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris
Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora
Bronzy Hermit Glaucis aeneus @
White-whiskered Hermit Phaethornis yaruqui
Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus
Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans

Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae

Lesser Violetear Colibri cyanotus
Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti
Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis

Gorgeted Sunangel Heliangelus strophianus
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Green Thorntail Discosura conversii

Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys
Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus coelestis
Rainbow-bearded Thornbill Chalcostigma herrani @
Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina
Sapphire-vented Puffleg Eriocnemis luciani
Golden-breasted Puffleg Eriocnemis mosquera @
Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis

Brown Inca Coeligena wilsoni

Buff-winged Starfrontlet Coeligena lutetiae
Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya lafresnayi
Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera ensifera
Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus
Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens
Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua jardini
White-booted Racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii
Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte benjamini
Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides
Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa jacula

Empress Brilliant Heliodoxa imperatrix
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Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris
Purple-throated Woodstar Philodice mitchellii
Crowned Woodnymph Thalurania colombica
Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl
Andean Emerald Uranomitra franciae
Purple-chested Hummingbird Polyerata rosenbergi
Violet-bellied Hummingbird Chlorestes julie
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Andean Lapwing Vanellus resplendens
Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis

Great Egret Ardeaalba

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus
Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus

Tiny Hawk Microspizias superciliosus
Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus
Barred Hawk Morphnarchus princeps
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris

Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma
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Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus
Cloud-forest Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium nubicola @
Mottled Owl Strix virgata @

Black-and-white Owl Strix nigrolineata
Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps
Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus
Blue-tailed Trogon Trogon comptus

Masked Trogon Trogon personatus

Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii
Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata

Barred Puffbird Nystalus radiatus
White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila panamensis
Lanceolated Monklet Micromonacha lanceolata
Orange-fronted Barbet Capito squamatus
Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii

Toucan Barbet Semnornis ramphastinus

Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus

Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena laminirostris

Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus
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9 Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus
17 Choco Toucan Ramphastos brevis
1 Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus
6 Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani
2 Smoky-brown Woodpecker Dryobates fumigatus
2 Powerful Woodpecker Campephilus pollens
1 Guayaquil Woodpecker Campephilus gayaquilensis
2 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus
3 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus
1 Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes rivolii
3 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans
2 American Kestrel Falco sparverius
4 Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis
2 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
6 Rose-faced Parrot Pyrilia pulchra
12 Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus
2 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
8 Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus chalcopterus
3 Maroon-tailed Parakeet Pyrrhura melanura

5 Red-masked Parakeet Psittacara erythrogenys
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Russet Antshrike Thamnistes anabatinus

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis

Spot-crowned Antvireo Dysithamnus puncticeps
Checker-throated Stipplethroat Epinecrophylla fulviventris
Pacific Antwren Myrmotherula pacifica

Western Fire-eye Pyriglena maura
Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul
Esmeraldas Antbird Sipia nigricauda

Zeledon's Antbird Hafferia zeledoni

Giant Antpitta Grallaria gigantea

Yellow-breasted Antpitta Grallaria flavotincta
Equatorial Antpitta Grallaria saturata
Ochre-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula flavirostris
Ocellated Tapaculo Acropternis orthonyx

Narino Tapaculo Scytalopus vicinior

Spillmann's Tapaculo Scytalopus spillmanni
Rufous-breasted Antthrush Formicarius rufipectus
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus

Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus
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Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus lachrymosus
Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius
Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris
Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii
Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger
Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans

Pacific Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes johnsoni

Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii
Pacific Hornero Furnarius cinnamomeus

Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia variegaticeps
Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa

Uniform Treehunter Thripadectes ignobilis
Streak-capped Treehunter Thripadectes virgaticeps
Western Woodhaunter Automolus virgatus

Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex brunnescens

Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger
White-browed Spinetail Hellmayrea gularis @
Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops

Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis brachyura
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1 Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae 1l
1 Velvety Manakin Lepidothrix velutina 1l
2 White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus 02
1 Club-winged Manakin Machaeropterus deliciosus Wi
3 Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii a2
1 Barred Fruiteater Pipreola arcuata 1R
3 Scaled Fruiteater Ampelioides tschudii a2
19 Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus a3
10 Long-wattled Umbrellabird Cephalopterus penduliger i3
5 Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 03
2 Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor il
8 Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus i3
1 White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus 1R
3 Tawny-breasted Flycatcher Myiobius villosus W2
1 Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes striaticollis (1l
11 Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris a5
4 Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus 02
1 Bronze-olive Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus pelzelni 1R
1 Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis atricapillus 1R
2 Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus 1l
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5 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
2 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus
22 Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus
2 Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum
2 White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus poecilocercus
4 White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys
2 Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola
1 Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus
1 Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea
2 Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps
1 Ashy-headed Tyrannulet Tyranniscus cinereiceps
7 Choco Tyrannulet Zimmerius albigularis
2 Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus flavicans
8 Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus
13 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans
2 Masked Water-Tyrant Fluvicola nengeta
1 Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus
2 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
3 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua

18 Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis
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Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus

Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Black-billed Peppershrike Cyclarhis nigrirostris

Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotis

Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata

Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys

Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

White-thighed Swallow Atticora tibialis

Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca

Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus

Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis

Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus zonatus

Whiskered Wren Pheugopedius mystacalis

Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus

Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia unirufa

Sharpe's Wren Cinnycerthia olivascens

Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys
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White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus

Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus

Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides

Speckled Nightingale-Thrush Catharus maculatus
Black Solitaire Entomodestes coracinus

Ecuadorian Thrush Turdus maculirostris

Pale-eyed Thrush Turdus leucops

Great Thrush Turdus fuscater

Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus

Golden-rumped Euphonia Chlorophonia cyanocephala
Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris
Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster
Yellow-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavigularis
Dusky Chlorospingus Chlorospingus semifuscus
Black-striped Sparrow Arremonops conirostris
Gray-browed Brushfinch Arremon assimilis
Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris
Chestnut-capped Brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis

Choco Brushfinch Atlapetes crassus
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Yellow-breasted Brushfinch Atlapetes latinuchus
White-winged Brushfinch Atlapetes leucopterus
Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis
Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis

Scrub Blackbird Dives warczewiczi

Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi
Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus
Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda
Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata
Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus
Dusky-faced Tanager Mitrospingus cassinii
White-winged Tanager Piranga leucoptera
Ochre-breasted Tanager Chlorothraupis stolzmanni
White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus
White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus
Flame-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus
Moss-backed Tanager Bangsia edwardsi
Blue-capped Tanager Sporathraupis cyanocephala

Scarlet-bellied Mountain Tanager Anisognathus igniventris
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Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus
Black-chinned Mountain Tanager Anisognathus notabilis
Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota
Glistening-green Tanager Chlorochrysa phoenicotis
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Rufous-throated Tanager Ixothraupis rufigula
Golden-naped Tanager Chalcothraupis ruficervix
Black-capped Tanager Stilpnia heinei

Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis
Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis
Metallic-green Tanager Tangara labradorides
Rufous-winged Tanager Tangara lavinia

Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola

Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakii

Golden Tanager Tangara arthus

Silver-throated Tanager Tangara icterocephala

Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis

Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata

Scarlet-thighed Dacnis Dacnis venusta
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Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

Scarlet-breasted Dacnis Dacnis berlepschi

Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus

Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza
Golden-collared Honeycreeper Iridophanes pulcherrimus
Scarlet-browed Tanager Heterospingus xanthopygius
Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum

Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii
White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera
Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea

Slaty Finch Haplospiza rustica @

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina

Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina
Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus

Black-winged Saltator Saltator atripennis
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