
 
 

Trip Report — SE Ecuador: Orange-throated 
Tanager & Foothill Specialties 2025 
 
February 13-22, 2025 with Willy Perez 

The Roraiman Flycatcher is a rare bird confined mostly to the tepuis in northern South America. 
It has a very small and scattered distribution in Cordillera del Condor, and here is where Jeanne 
Tucker got this great photo. 
 
This birding adventure in southern Ecuador, in search of the rare Orange-
throated Tanager, was absolutely unforgettable. From the lush Andean 
foothills to the subtropical lowlands with the views of Cordillera del Condor, 
every moment was filled with breathtaking sights. We explored a wide 
variety of habitats, each offering something unique, making this trip truly 
special. Among the many places we visited, highlights included the Coquette 
Hummingbird Garden, Yankuam Lodge, the charming Copalinga Lodge, and 
Podocarpus National Park—each spot had its own magic and everyone loved 
it. 



We kicked off our first day with an early breakfast, then hopped on a morning 
flight to Loja. After landing in Catamayo (Loja airport), our driver, Edgar, was 
there to greet us and whisk us away to a café for a quick bite. Birds were 
already out around the airport, and we couldn’t resist pausing to watch them 
before heading into Loja. After grabbing our box lunches, we set off toward 
Zamora. 

Thanks to the feeders, now it is possible to enjoy watching some amazing birds. That was the 
case with this Gray Tinamou at Copalinga, where Jeanne Tucker got this photo. 
 
Our first birding stop was at the Zamora Airport, followed by a refueling stop 
in Yantzaza. Then we made our way to the Coquette Hummingbird Garden. 
Spending two hours there was absolutely magical—watching the Spangled 
Coquette males and females was the perfect introduction to our adventure. 
Next, we headed to Yankuam Lodge, checked in, and squeezed in a little 
evening birding before dinner. It was such a peaceful way to wind down and 
get excited for the week ahead. 

The next morning, we drove to the Maycu Reserve. Though the weather was 
cloudy, the birding was still lively, and I was thrilled when we spotted a 



group of Orange-throated Tanagers. Unfortunately, not everyone got a good 
look, so we decided to return in the afternoon for another shot. When we did, 
everyone had the chance to see the tanagers clearly and even take some 
photos. We also spotted the Lanceolated Monklet and a few other amazing 
species. The rain didn’t seem to slow us down at all. The following day, we 
headed out to search for antbirds along the forest. The first trail was a little 
quiet, so we kept birding along the road instead.  In the afternoon, we made 
our way toward Shaime. The rain came and went, but once the skies cleared, 
the birds came back to life. 

As the name describes, Ornate Flycatchers are stunning, but Jeanne Tucker had the eye to get 
this incredible photo of this handsome beauty collecting nesting material. 
 
Next on the list was Santa Cecilia, where we were hopeful about spotting 
the Bluish-fronted Jacamar. We made several attempts, but unfortunately, it 
wasn’t meant to be. Still, we enjoyed watching other birds, like the Deep-
blue Flowerpiercer, and some people managed to see White-tipped 
Sicklebill. The weather couldn’t have been more perfect. We spent the 
afternoon birding along the road, though the activity was slower than usual. 
We decided to head to Yantzaza for the night, and after checking in, we went 



to a nearby restaurant for dinner, the food was delicious but the portions 
were huge, and it felt like the perfect way to wrap up a day of birding. 

Jeanne Tucker once again got a super shot, this time of a Crested Quetzal male when we visited 
El Zarza; it was definitely a stunning bird. 
 
We visited the El Zarza Reserve, where the views of the Cordillera del 
Condor were absolutely stunning (though no condors, by the way). We had 
an exciting start to the day, with sightings of Cliff Flycatchers, followed by 
Crested Quetzals, Masked Trogons, and Wing-barred Piprites. Yellow-
throated Tanagers were also in the area, but it was the Roraiman Flycatcher 
that really stole the show. After a picnic lunch in the reserve, we spent the 
afternoon birding and there is where we saw the Roraiman Flycatcher, then 
drove to Copalinga, where we would stay for the next few days. At 
Podocarpus National Park, the weather was a bit overcast, but the birding 
was incredible. We saw the Blue-rumped Manakin and Coppery-chested 
Jacamar, both of which I’ll always remember. 

In the afternoon, we set out in search of the Gray Tinamou, which we finally 
spotted after some waiting. Back at the lodge, we spent time in the garden 



and had a few more bird sightings before heading out for owling. We were 
lucky enough to see the Blackish Nightjar and Band-bellied Owl, which made 
for more unforgettable moments. 

The group in full action, taken by Jeanne once again, with everyone ready to jump to the scope. 
 
One morning, we decided to head to the Timbara-Cumbaratza road, since the 
rain in Podocarpus was pretty heavy. We followed the sun, and it turned out 
to be a great choice. The birding was lively, and the Blackish Rail was a big 
highlight, along with many other species that thrive in open areas. After 
lunch, we explored the old Loja-Zamora road, where we came across a tree 
full of Paradise Tanagers. 

On our final morning, we revisited Podocarpus Park. Despite the drizzle, we 
had a successful day. The Amazonian Umbrellabird showed up beautifully, 
and even a Crimson-bellied Woodpecker brightened our day. Along the old 
Loja-Zamora road, we saw Torrent Ducks being especially active, and we 
were lucky enough to spot an Oilbird roosting. In the afternoon, we headed 
to Catamayo for a final round of birding at the airport’s surrounding areas 
before catching our flight to Quito. 



Looking back on this whole trip, I can honestly say it was a success. So many 
good memories and incredible birds. Thank you for joining me on this 
adventure in one of the most unique parts of Ecuador; it was truly special to 
witness the Orange-throated Tanager together. 

Other wildlife: 

We heard White-fronted Capuchin Monkeys and saw Black Agouti at 
Copalinga. Many stunning butterflies specially the blue morphos. 

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/345408 

-- Abrazos, Willy, from Dorset 
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Species Observed Show all details

1 Gray Tinamou Tinamus tao 1

1 Cinereous Tinamou Crypturellus cinereus 1

1 Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui 1

3 Torrent Duck Merganetta armata 1

17 Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata 6

1 Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii 1

2 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 1

5 Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa 1

3 Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 2

5 Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 4

3 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti 2

1 Croaking Ground Dove Columbina cruziana 1

1 Blue Ground Dove Claravis pretiosa 1

1 Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla 1

10 Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata 2

17 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 5

2 Groove-billed Ani Crotophaga sulcirostris 1

6 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 5

2 Blackish Nightjar Nyctipolus nigrescens 1

1 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis 1
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2 Oilbird Steatornis caripensis 1

6 Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila 2

14 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 2

4 Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris 1

4 Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura 2

1 White-tipped Sicklebill Eutoxeres aquila 1

2 Green Hermit Phaethornis guy 2

1 Gray-chinned Hermit Phaethornis griseogularis 1

1 Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae 1

6 Wire-crested Thorntail Discosura popelairii 3

7 Spangled Coquette Lophornis stictolophus 2

3 Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys 2

2 Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii 2

3 Violet-fronted Brilliant Heliodoxa leadbeateri 3

1 Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris 1

1 White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant 1

2 Little Woodstar Chaetocercus bombus 1

2 Blue-tailed Emerald Chlorostilbon mellisugus 1

4 Violet-headed Hummingbird Klais guimeti 3

3 Gray-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipennis 2

4 Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata 4

4 Many-spotted Hummingbird Taphrospilus hypostictus 2

2 Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone 2

3 Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata 3
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2 Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans 1

3 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica 2

1 Chestnut-headed Crake Anurolimnas castaneiceps 1

1 Fasciated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma fasciatum 1

1 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 1

1 Striated Heron Butorides striata 1

20 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 1

49 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 12

28 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 8

1 Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus 1

12 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 9

1 Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus 1

1 Band-bellied Owl Pulsatrix melanota 1

1 Peruvian Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium peruanum 1

1 Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus 1

4 Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis 3

1 Masked Trogon Trogon personatus 1

4 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona 4

1 Lanceolated Monklet Micromonacha lanceolata 1

1 Coppery-chested Jacamar Galbula pastazae 1

3 Purplish Jacamar Galbula chalcothorax 2

4 Gilded Barbet Capito auratus 2

4 Lemon-throated Barbet Eubucco richardsoni 2
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3 Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii 3

2 Chestnut-tipped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus derbianus 1

8 Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis 3

2 Ivory-billed Aracari Pteroglossus azara 1

1 Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii 1

1 Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus 1

3 Lafresnaye's Piculet Picumnus lafresnayi 3

7 Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus 4

1 Smoky-brown Woodpecker Dryobates fumigatus 1

2 Little Woodpecker Dryobates passerinus 1

1 Red-stained Woodpecker Dryobates affinis 1

1 Crimson-bellied Woodpecker Campephilus haematogaster 1

1 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos 1

2 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 2

2 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus 1

1 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 1

11 Black Caracara Daptrius ater 6

1 American Kestrel Falco sparverius 1

5 Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus 2

11 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 4

3 Pacific Parrotlet Forpus coelestis 1

17 White-necked Parakeet Pyrrhura albipectus 4

7 White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus 2
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1 Great Antshrike Taraba major 1

2 Lined Antshrike Thamnophilus tenuepunctatus 1

1 Plain-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus schistaceus 1

3 Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis 2

2 Pygmy Antwren Myrmotherula brachyura 2

2 Rusty-winged Antwren Herpsilochmus frater 2

3 Peruvian Warbling-Antbird Hypocnemis peruviana 2

1 Blackish Antbird Cercomacroides nigrescens 1

1 Gray Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens 1

1 Western Fire-eye Pyriglena maura 1

3 White-browed Antbird Myrmoborus leucophrys 2

1 Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus 1

2 Zimmer's Antbird Sciaphylax castanea 1

2 Thrush-like Antpitta Myrmothera campanisona 2

2 White-crowned Tapaculo Scytalopus atratus 2

3 Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus 2

1 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 1

3 Ocellated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus ocellatus 2

1 Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus 1

1 Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger 1

4 Duida Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes duidae 1

1 Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans 1

3 Pacific Hornero Furnarius cinnamomeus 2
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3 Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis 3

2 Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa 2

1 Spectacled Prickletail Siptornis striaticollis 1

2 Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata 2

1 Dark-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albigularis 1

1 Golden-winged Manakin Masius chrysopterus 1

2 Blue-rumped Manakin Lepidothrix isidorei 1

1 Striolated Manakin Machaeropterus striolatus 1

1 Golden-headed Manakin Ceratopipra erythrocephala 1

6 Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus 2

1 Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus 1

5 Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor 3

4 Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 3

1 Green-backed Becard Pachyramphus viridis 1

1 Black-and-white Becard Pachyramphus albogriseus 1

1 Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus 1

2 Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris 1

1 Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes galbinus 1

1 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus 1

2 Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon superciliaris 2

1 Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus 1

2 Ecuadorian Tyrannulet Phylloscartes gualaquizae 2

2 Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus 1
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1 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 1

1 Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum 1

4 Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens 4

2 Olive-faced Flatbill Tolmomyias viridiceps 2

1 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus 1

5 Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea 1

7 Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus 5

2 Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus 1

1 Foothill Elaenia Myiopagis olallai 1

1 Mottle-backed Elaenia Elaenia gigas 1

2 Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps 1

1 Black-capped Tyrannulet Tyranniscus nigrocapillus 1

1 Ashy-headed Tyrannulet Tyranniscus cinereiceps 1

1 Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops 1

1 Roraiman Flycatcher Myiophobus roraimae 1

2 Olive-chested Flycatcher Myiophobus cryptoxanthus 1

1 Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus 1

2 Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi 2

1 Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus 1

3 Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus 3

17 Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans 6

8 Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus 4

1 Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes 1
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1 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 1

3 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 2

9 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 5

1 Dusky-chested Flycatcher Myiozetetes luteiventris 1

6 Lemon-browed Flycatcher Conopias cinchoneti 3

1 Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus 1

2 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius 2

21 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 13

1 Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis 1

2 Olivaceous Greenlet Hylophilus olivaceus 1

2 Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotis 2

1 Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys 1

15 Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus 7

13 Green Jay Cyanocorax yncas 4

4 Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla 2

6 Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea 2

3 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 2

16 White-thighed Swallow Atticora tibialis 3

4 White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata 2

84 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 9

1 White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata 1

1 Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus 1

11 Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus 7
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2 Fasciated Wren Campylorhynchus fasciatus 1

8 Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus 3

1 Coraya Wren Pheugopedius coraya 1

4 White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta 4

2 Bar-winged Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucoptera 2

1 Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys 1

2 White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus 1

6 Long-tailed Mockingbird Mimus longicaudatus 2

1 Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides 1

4 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 3

3 White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis 3

10 Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis 4

9 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 6

11 Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster 7

4 Bronze-green Euphonia Euphonia mesochrysa 3

2 Olivaceous Siskin Spinus olivaceus 1

5 Yellow-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavigularis 2

3 Short-billed Chlorospingus Chlorospingus parvirostris 2

4 Ashy-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus canigularis 2

6 Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons 5

3 Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris 3

4 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 2

7 Peruvian Meadowlark Leistes bellicosus 2
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27 Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons 9

17 Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus 9

10 Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela 5

2 Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis 1

2 Scrub Blackbird Dives warczewiczi 1

10 Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi 6

7 Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca 4

2 Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus tristriatus 2

3 Buff-rumped Warbler Myiothlypis fulvicauda 2

1 Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata 1

3 Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis 2

5 Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus 4

1 Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava 1

7 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 4

1 Amazonian Grosbeak Cyanoloxia rothschildii 1

7 Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus 4

2 Flame-crested Tanager Loriotus cristatus 1

8 White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 5

22 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 10

8 Orange-throated Tanager Wetmorethraupis sterrhopteron 2

1 Blue-winged Mountain Tanager Anisognathus somptuosus 1

4 Yellow-throated Tanager Iridosornis analis 2

2 Orange-eared Tanager Chlorochrysa calliparaea 2
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35 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 18

16 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 9

5 Yellow-bellied Tanager Ixothraupis xanthogastra 3

8 Spotted Tanager Ixothraupis punctata 4

4 Masked Tanager Stilpnia nigrocincta 3

28 Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis 13

1 Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara vassorii 1

5 Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana 2

26 Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis 9

6 Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola 5

7 Golden-eared Tanager Tangara chrysotis 4

3 Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala 2

1 Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakii 1

6 Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii 5

9 Golden Tanager Tangara arthus 4

11 Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis 4

3 Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata 2

1 Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer 1

1 Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana 1

8 Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus 5

7 Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 5

2 Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira 1

3 Yellow-backed Tanager Hemithraupis flavicollis 1
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2 Deep-blue Flowerpiercer Diglossa glauca 1

9 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola 2

14 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 5

13 Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris 7

3 Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch Sporophila angolensis 3

1 Black-billed Seed-Finch Sporophila atrirostris 1

100 Black-and-white Seedeater Sporophila luctuosa 1

6 Red-crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus 3

17 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 9

1 Yellow-shouldered Grosbeak Parkerthraustes humeralis 1

7 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 5

5 Bluish-gray Saltator Saltator coerulescens 3

1 Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus 1
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