Trip Report — Jaguar Spotting: Pantanal &
Garden of the Amazon 2025

July 5-16, 2025 with Marcelo Padua

Jaguars are the stars of this tour and we enjoyed several sightings. Photo by guide Marcelo
Padua.

Seeing a Jaguar in the wild is a rare occasion, but there is a place in the heart
of South America, deep in the Pantanal, where jaguars are seen daily and
have become accustomed to the human presence, and that is the high point
of our tour. But first, our group got together In Cuiaba and we drove to
Garden of the Amazon, a lovely lodge that sits in the ecotone between the
Cerrado and the Amazon where animals find shelter from the massive
agricultural fields that surround it and rare birds continue to hang on despite
the fragmentation of their habitat.



On our first morning at Garden of the Amazon, we set out early to look for
the rare Cone-billed Tanager and we found not only that, but also American
Pygmy Kingfisher, Spotted Puffbird, Southern White-fringed Antwren,
Silvered Antbird, Point-tailed Palmcreeper and even Amazonian
Umbrellabirds.

As we cruised the Cuiaba river, we were treated by this sighting of a Limpkin and a Picazuro
Pigeon flying in front of the moon. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua.

On the following days, we explored the trail system at the lodge and came
across several Amazonian specialties including Orange-cheeked Parrot,
Rondonia Warbling-Antbird, Ochre-throated Foliage-gleaner, Ringed
Antpipit, Rufous-capped Nunlet and Black-girdled Barbet, just to name a
few. We also took some time to enjoy a memorable sunset by a lake, and
enjoy as dozens of Blue-and-yellow Macaws came to roost, accompanied by
Yellow-crowned Parrots, Red-bellied Macaws, Western Cattle Egrets and
several others.



It's not just about Jaguars; this Rufescent Tiger-Heron was quite impressive too. Photo by guide
Marcelo Padua.

Birding at Garden of the Amazon was a treat, but our real goal was to be
found in the Pantanal, and so we had to make our way south to look for
Jaguars.

Our first day in the Pantanal was spent at Aymara Lodge, where we
connected with the iconic Hyacinth Macaw as well as Bare-faced Curassows,
Great Rufous Woodcreeper, Crimson-crested Woodpecker, and several
others, before continuing our way south to Porto Jofre. There, we spent three
nights filled with excitement as we explored the rivers of the area looking for
Jaguar (which we saw several times) but also enjoying every critter we could
find. These included Giant Otters, Black-capped Donacobius, White-throated
Piping-Guan, Jabirus, Greater Bulldog Bats and Band-tailed Nighthawks.

We definitely had a wonderful time here, but we saved one last stop for the
end of the tour and we transferred to Piuval Lodge, where we found several



great birds even on the last day of the tour, adding Black-bellied Antwren,
Gray-breasted Crake, Buff-bellied Hermit and Helmeted Manakin to our list.

This reclusive Rufous-capped Nunlet is one of several secretive species we found in the
Amazon. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua.

In addition to finding Jaguar we found several other mammals. They were:

Greater Sac-winged Bat (Saccopteryx bilineata)
Greater Bulldog Bat (Noctilio leporinus)

Lesser Bulldog Bat (Noctilio albiventris)
Black-tailed Marmoset (Mico melanurus)
Black-headed Night Monkey (Aotus nigriceps)
Black-and-gold Howler (Alouatta caraya)

Brown Capuchin (Sapajus apella)

White-bellied Spider Monkey (Adele's belzebuth)



Greater Capybara (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris)
Azara's Agouti (Dasyprocta azarae)
Crab-eating Fox (Cerdocyon thous)

South American Coati (Nasua nasua)

Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis)

Ocelot (Leopardus pardalis)

Jaguar (Panthera onca)

Lowland Tapir (Tapirus terrestris)

Marsh Deer (Blastocerus dichotomus)
Common Red Brocket (Mazama americana)

Watching this Jaguar walk along the river bank and climb onto a tree was one of the highlights of
the tour. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua.

Our tour was amazing and filled with great wildlife encounters from
beginning to end (we even found some marmosets at a gas station on our
way to the airport) and | loved showing you my neck of the woods. | hope we
get to do it again some day in some other remote corner of the world.



You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/437688

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/jag25TRIPLIST.pdf

-- Marcelo Padua
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Greater Rhea Rhea americana

Red-winged Tinamou Rhynchotus rufescens
Small-billed Tinamou Crypturellus parvirostris
Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus

Southern Screamer Chauna torquata

White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata

M 33

Checklists

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata

Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis
White-throated Piping-Guan Pipile grayi
Chestnut-bellied Guan Penelope ochrogaster
Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciolata
Chaco Chachalaca Ortalis canicollis
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis
Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa
Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro
Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea
Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti
Scaled Dove Columbina squammata

Picui Ground Dove Columbina picui
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Blue Ground Dove Claravis pretiosa
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata

Guira Cuckoo Guira guira

Greater Ani Crotophaga major
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia

Little Cuckoo Coccycua minuta

Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana
Nacunda Nighthawk Chordeiles nacunda
Band-tailed Nighthawk Nyctiprogne leucopyga
Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
Little Nightjar Setopagis parvula
Ocellated Poorwill Nyctiphrynus ocellatus
Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris
Pale-rumped Swift Chaetura egregia
Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura
Fork-tailed Palm Swift Tachornis squamata
White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora
Buff-bellied Hermit Phaethornis subochraceus
Black-eared Fairy Heliothryx auritus

White-tailed Goldenthroat Polytmus guainumbi
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Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis
Dot-eared Coquette Lophornis gouldii
Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris
Blue-tufted Starthroat Heliomaster furcifer
Gray-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipennis
Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata
Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata
Rufous-throated Sapphire Hylocharis sapphirina
Gilded Hummingbird Hylocharis chrysura
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus
Gray-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis

Limpkin Aramus guarauna

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus

Pied Plover Hoploxypterus cayanus

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Wattled Jacana Jacanajacana

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger

Yellow-billed Tern Sternula superciliaris
Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex

Sunbittern Eurypyga helias

Maguari Stork Ciconia maguari

Jabiru Jabiru mycteria

Wood Stork Mycteria americana
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Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum
Bare-faced lbis Phimosus infuscatus

Plumbeous Ibis Theristicus caerulescens
Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja

Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum
Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Striated Heron Butorides striata

Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis

Great Egret Ardea alba

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus
Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus
Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus

Long-winged Harrier Circus buffoni
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Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens
Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis
Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis

Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis
Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris
White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus
Gray-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus

Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus
Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba
Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia
Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus
Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis
Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana
Spotted Puffbird Bucco tamatia

Rufous-capped Nunlet Nonnula ruficapilla
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12 Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons mo
4 White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus Wi
12 Swallow-winged Puffbird Chelidoptera tenebrosa i4
3 Brown Jacamar Brachygalba lugubris W2
8 Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda W4
2 BronzyJacamar Galbula leucogastra Ml
2 Black-girdled Barbet Capito dayi il
1 Lettered Aracari Pteroglossus inscriptus il
1 Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis (1l
13 Red-necked Aracari Pteroglossus bitorquatus w4
5 Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco i3
2 White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus (1}
3 Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus a2
2 Bar-breasted Piculet Picumnus aurifrons a2
6 White-wedged Piculet Picumnus albosquamatus w4
3 White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus 02
8 Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus 03
3 Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus 2
1 Red-stained Woodpecker Veniliornis dffinis il
5 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos i3
2 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 02
4 Ringed Woodpecker Celeus torquatus W2
1 Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus (1l
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Pale-crested Woodpecker Celeus lugubris
Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros
Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris
Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata
Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus
Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima
Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis

Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis
Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet Touit huetii
Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri
Orange-cheeked Parrot Pyrilia barrabandi
Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
Yellow-crowned Amazon Amazona ochrocephala
Turquoise-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva
Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica
Santarem Parakeet Pyrrhura amazonum
Hyacinth Macaw Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus
Peach-fronted Parakeet Eupsittula aurea
Red-bellied Macaw Orthopsittaca manilatus

Blue-winged Macaw Primolius maracana
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1 Yellow-collared Macaw Primolius auricollis
39 Blue-and-yellow Macaw Araararauna
38 Blue-crowned Parakeet Thectocercus acuticaudatus
8 Red-shouldered Macaw Diopsittaca nobilis
20 White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus
2 Great Antshrike Taraba major
4 Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus
1 Plain-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus schistaceus
4 Natterer's Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus stictocephalus
7 Planalto Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus pelzelni
1 Amazonian Antshrike Thamnophilus amazonicus
1 White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris
2 Large-billed Antwren Herpsilochmus longirostris
2 Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis
2 Southern White-fringed Antwren Formicivora grisea
1 Black-bellied Antwren Formicivora melanogaster
3 Rondonia Warbling-Antbird Hypocnemis ochrogyna
2 Blackish Antbird Cercomacroides nigrescens
2 Gray Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens
5 Mato Grosso Antbird Cercomacra melanaria
1 Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus
1 Silvered Antbird Sclateria naevia

2 Chestnut-tailed Antbird Sciaphylax hemimelaena
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Black-throated Antbird Myrmophylax atrothorax
Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus
Great Rufous Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes major
Striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus obsoletus
Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus
Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris
Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris
Dusky-capped Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes fuscicapillus
Point-tailed Palmcreeper Berlepschia rikeri

Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus

Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus

Ochre-throated Foliage-gleaner Automolus ochrolaemus
Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber

Rusty-backed Spinetail Cranioleuca vulpina

Rufous Cacholote Pseudoseisura unirufa

Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeus
Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophilus
White-lored Spinetail Synallaxis albilora
Cinereous-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis hypospodia
Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin Tyranneutes stolzmanni

Helmeted Manakin Chiroxiphia galeata

Snow-capped Manakin Lepidothrix nattereri

Fiery-capped Manakin Machaeropterus pyrocephalus
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Red-headed Manakin Ceratopipra rubrocapilla
Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus
Screaming Piha Lipaugus vociferans

Pompadour Cotinga Xipholena punicea

Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus
Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana

Brown-winged Schiffornis Schiffornis turdina
White-browed Purpletuft lodopleura isabellae
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Pink-throated Becard Pachyramphus minor
Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris

Ringed Antpipit Corythopis torquatus @

Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis ecaudatus
Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus galeatus
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus latirostris
Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
Yellow-olive Flatbill TolImomyias sulphurescens
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum
Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii

Large Elaenia Elaenia spectabilis

Plain Tyrannulet Inezia inornata

Euler's Flycatcher Lathrotriccus euleri
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Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus
Southern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus modestus
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus
Yellow-browed Tyrant Satrapa icterophrys
White-rumped Monjita Xolmis velatus
White-headed Marsh Tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala
Black-backed Water-Tyrant Fluvicola albiventer
Rufous-tailed Flatbill Ramphotrigon ruficauda
Sibilant Sirystes Sirystes sibilator

Rufous Casiornis Casiornis rufus

Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox
Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus
Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa

Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis
Ashy-headed Greenlet Hylophilus pectoralis
Gray-chested Greenlet Hylophilus semicinereus
Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas

Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla
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White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer

Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata

Masked Gnatcatcher Polioptila dumicola

Tooth-billed Wren Odontorchilus cinereus

Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus

Moustached Wren Pheugopedius genibarbis

Buff-breasted Wren Cantorchilus leucotis

Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus

Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus

Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris

Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica

Saffron-billed Sparrow Arremon flavirostris

White-browed Meadowlark Leistes superciliaris

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus

Solitary Black Cacique Cacicus solitarius

Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela

Variable Oriole Icterus pyrrhopterus

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus

Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi

Grayish Baywing Agelaioides badius
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9 Unicolored Blackbird Agelasticus cyanopus 02
1 Southern Yellowthroat Geothlypis velata il
2 Flavescent Warbler Myiothlypis flaveola il
1 Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria coronata Ml
14 Yellow-billed Cardinal Paroaria capitata n3
2 Cone-billed Tanager Conothraupis mesoleuca Ml
1 Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileata (1l
24 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo [ 1K3]
1 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus Wil
5 Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca il5
41 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum a4
2 Masked Tanager Stilpnia nigrocincta il
2 Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis 02
1 Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana il
12 Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis i3
1 Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata (1l
1 Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer (1l
2 Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana il
1 Short-billed Honeycreeper Cyanerpes nitidus il
2 Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus Wil
6 Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus (1l
4 Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum il
7 Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola 02

https://ebird.org/tripreport/437688 14/15


https://ebird.org/species/unibla2
https://ebird.org/species/masyel5
https://ebird.org/species/flawar1
https://ebird.org/species/reccar
https://ebird.org/species/yebcar
https://ebird.org/species/cobtan2
https://ebird.org/species/hootan1
https://ebird.org/species/sibtan2
https://ebird.org/species/bugtan
https://ebird.org/species/saytan1
https://ebird.org/species/paltan1
https://ebird.org/species/mastan1
https://ebird.org/species/blntan1
https://ebird.org/species/turtan1
https://ebird.org/species/swatan1
https://ebird.org/species/bkfdac2
https://ebird.org/species/yebdac1
https://ebird.org/species/bludac1
https://ebird.org/species/shbhon2
https://ebird.org/species/purhon1
https://ebird.org/species/relhon1
https://ebird.org/species/chvcon1
https://ebird.org/species/saffin
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1765405928279.1765486954375.418&__hssc=60209138.1.1765486954375&__hsfp=3270950929
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1765405928279.1765486954375.418&__hssc=60209138.1.1765486954375&__hsfp=3270950929
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

12/11/25,3:02 PM Field Guides Birding Tours -- Jaguar Spotting: Pantanal & Garden of the Amazon 2025 (with Marcelo Padua) - eBird Trip Report

8 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina il

22 Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris g2

5 Bananaquit Coereba flaveola W4

4 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus M2

3 Bluish-gray Saltator Saltator coerulescens w2
ADDITIONAL TAXA

6 Common Squirrel-Cuckoo/Black-bellied Cuckoo Piaya cayana/melanogaster il
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