Trip Report — Michigan: Great Lakes
Grandeur 2026

May 13-21, 2026 with Cory Gregory

Bobolinks were an absolute favorite of many of us and we got to enjoy them many times. Here's
one in full song at the Allegan State Game Area. Photo by guide Cory Gregory.

The Great Lakes State means a lot to me as a birder, but also as a person
who spent a lot of time growing up there. In fact, returning to my former
haunts is always a highlight of my year. With such a wide array of unique
habitats, Michigan is an exceptional place to visit for birding, both to witness
the spectacle of migration and to see all the breeding species as well. From
the hardwood swamps, deciduous forests, grasslands, sand dunes, beaches,
Jack Pine forests, boreal forests, to the northern bogs, you can start to see
the potential Michigan has! Our trip together visited all of these habitats and
we came away with an equally impressive collection of birds. It's not every



day that you can top 200 species in the Midwest (including a whopping 33
species of warblers!).

We started our adventure in the southwest corner of the state in Berrien
County, where | grew up. The highlights were many, but some that come to
mind include starting the trip with displaying American Woodcocks right
outside our hotell We visited a number of birding hotspots that first day,
including Warren Dunes State Park where we added 25+ species of warblers
right off the bat! We ventured into some really neat habitat, including the
dune blowouts, to add the special Prairie Warbler. We visited some lowland
forest to add to our warbler list, ticking both Louisiana Waterthrush and
Yellow-throated Warbler. We closed out the day with a visit to the Lake
Michigan shoreline, took some pics of a lighthouse, and made our way up to
South Haven.



Blackburnian Warblers were a near constant for us which was never a bad thing! This nice pic
was taken by participant Marsha Hand.

Switching gears, the next morning we birded in some open country around
the Allegan State Game Area. We watched some neat shorebirds, including
a Wilson's Phalarope, in a roadside pond, listened to the Soras calling,
watched the Bobolinks singing overhead, and even got great views of a
Grasshopper Sparrow. The Orchard and Baltimore orioles were giving great
side-by-side views and the nearby Eastern Meadowlarks sang from the
fields. We went back to some lowland forest at that point to check off
another several key warblers, the beautiful Prothonotary Warbler and the



light-blue Cerulean Warbler! We had just about reached 30 warbler species
and it was only our second day! Next on our agenda was birding the vast
Muskegon Wastewater Facility. These were no joke, they're huge! We
added heaps of new trip birds including a variety of ducks and shorebirds. A
beautiful breeding-plumaged Bonaparte's Gull was a nice surprise, as were
more Wilson's Phalaropes, and even some out-of-season ducks like
Canvasback. The rest of that day we spent making our way north to the city
of Gaylord.

Spruce Grouse was a major target and although it took a lot of work, we were eventually
rewarded with this lovely male! Photo by guide Cory Gregory.

Today had one primary goal, and that was to see the one-and-only Kirtland's
Warbler. We started by exploring around Grayling and actually found a
Kirtland's before | even expected! The loud song of this big warbler filtering
through the Jack Pines is exactly what we wanted to hear. The views we got
of this special warbler could not have been better! We birded on a nearby
road



for some time, which was my go-to spot for some fun breeding species, and
sure enough, we added Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Pine Warbler, Blue-
headed and Yellow-throated vireos, Brown Creeper, Ovenbird, Hermit
Thrush, and others. Later that morning, we birded some lakes and enjoyed
Black Tern, nesting Osprey, and some more warblers. After our lunch in the
little diner, we explored the beautiful old-growth forest at Hartwick Pines
State Park.

The next day had more adventures and more new country to visit and
different habitats to bird in. We made our way up to the Mackinac Straits
and enjoyed a slug of migrants right at the tip of the Lower Peninsula as they
got ready to cross. The trees were dripping with Blackburnian Warblers,
which is never a bad thing! Once in the U.P., we made our way to some open
country to track down, hopefully, our first grouse of the trip. Found

them! Sharp-tailed Grouse. Would we complete the trifecta and find the
other two? Later that morning, we birded at the Munuscong Potholes and
took a stroll out along the Munuscong River. Bobolinks gave their R2D2
song, Common Yellowthroats sang from the veg, and a trio of Upland
Sandpipers stood nearby. After some lunch in Sault St. Marie, we wound our
way along Whitefish Bay to Iroquois Point. Brrl We finished off the day by
driving up to Paradise and out to Tahquamenon Falls State Park. We found
our second grouse, a beautiful Ruffed Grouse, but where was that darn
Spruce?



Another of the many warblers we tallied was the beautiful Cerulean Warbler. We even saw them
lower down for good views, not in a treetop. Photo by guide Cory Gregory.

We woke up in our rooms that faced Whitefish Bay... but it was pretty foggy
and chilly out. We bundled up, but didn't get far before we ended up with
some nice birds, a flock of Evening Grosbeaks were essentially in the parking
lot! We then drove up to the tip of the famed Whitefish Point where we
spent most of the morning. We started by visiting the feeders where dozens
of sparrows and others mobbed for the food. That Snowshoe Hare was
pretty cool too! We then walked out to the waterbird shack and then the
beach to enjoy an adorable pair of Piping Plovers. Back inland, up at the
hawk platform, the fog was starting to burn off and the migrating raptors
started to lift off. What a show unfolded in front of us! Dozens (hundreds?)
of raptors started to swirl around, all different sorts too, Bald Eagle, Northern
Harrier, Merlin, American Kestrel, Sharp-shinned, Red-tailed, Broad-winged,
even a Swainson's Hawk made an appearance. We can't forget the Blue Jays
though; huge flocks of these started to swarm, and pondered crossing over
to Canada. Later that afternoon, we visited Tahquamenon Falls during the



day and enjoyed a lovely stroll to the Upper Falls. The Northern Parula gave
quite a show as did the feisty Black-throated Green Warblers. After dinner,
we needed to try for Spruce Grouse just one more time. And, wouldn't you
know it, there it was on the shoulder of the road, a male Spruce

Grouse! Whew! Very happy with completing the trifecta, the drive back to
town was a happy one... but then it just turned to dumbfounded... Black Bear
on the right! Not only did we get to see this full-size predator, we even
watched as it stood on its hind legs and scratched on a pole. We couldn't
believe our eyes! Could the night get any better? As it happens, it

could. We went up to the Friends of Whitefish Point banding station late
that night and got to watch researchers with a Northern Saw-whet Owl. A
huge thanks to Chris and Nova for letting us watch them do their thing and
to answer all our questions.

Spotting this Common Nighthawk wasn't too hard once you knew where it was. But, before that,
it blended in surprisingly well. Photo by participant Pam Pappone.



Sadly, we had to pack up and depart our beachside hotel that next day and
leave the Upper Peninsula altogether. However, we had one last birding
stop, right before the bridge, at Pointe LaBarbe. And wow, things were
going off. Warblers being seen left and right, all sorts, probably close to 20
species! The most exciting among them was a beautiful Mourning Warbler
that actually afforded views. But we still needed Orange-crowned Warbler...
and then an Orange-crowned showed up. Even some Black-throated Blue
Warblers got in on the action. Eventually, the fog started to clear and we got
a view of the Mighty Mac just before we had to load up and cross over it,
back to the Lower Peninsula. Nearby, we enjoyed an Olive-sided Flycatcher
and gorgeous Golden-winged Warbler as it sang over its territory, what a
spiffy bird! We drove our way down to Tawas Point where we'd spend the
next two nights. A little intro outing at the state park was enough to whet
our appetite.

One of the targets was of course the rare Kirtland's Warbler. Not only did we get to listen to
them singing and enjoy exploring their interesting habitat, we also saw them REALLY well.
Photo by guide Cory Gregory.



We had this full day to explore Tawas Point State Park and the surrounding
habitats. We started by walking out to the point early that morning and it
didn't take long for us to realize there were loads of migrant warblers
around! A Golden-winged Warbler sang from a thicket before we could even
start down the trail!l Over the course of the next several hours, we explored
the point on foot, seeing what migrant birds might drop in. We started to
amass a pretty nice warbler list including Blackburnian, Tennessee,
Nashville, Cape May, Magnolia, Chestnut-sided, Black-throated Blue, Pine,
Palm, and Canada. Vireos were in top form too, and we added the tricky
Philadelphia Vireo in addition to Eastern Warbling, Red-eyed, and Blue-
headed vireos. We watched as a Common Nighthawk took a snooze on a
branch (and a North American Porcupine almost in the same tree!), watched
overhead as Purple Martins and various raptors flew over, checked the beach
and tallied shorebirds like Sanderling, Dunlin, Black-bellied Plover,
Semipalmated Plover, and a flock of Hudsonian Whimbrels. After 3-4 hours
of Tawas Point, our list was at about 80 species. That afternoon we visited
Tuttle Marsh and got to watch an American Bittern feast on all manners of
swamp critters. We even got to hear the local celebrity, the King Rail, calling
incessantly. That evening, the marsh was alive with the bugling of
Trumpeter Swans, Common Nighthawks swooping overhead, various frogs
calling, while the nearby forests delivered a pair of tame Barred Owls and a
distant Eastern Whip-poor-will singing deep in the forest.



We had just found the Spruce Grouse a few minutes earlier when, all of a sudden, we couldn't
believe our eyes. Black Bear! And then it stood up and started scratching its back. Unbelievable!
Photo by guide Cory Gregory.

Our final day started with us driving to Nayanquing Point. It was cold! We
did eke out a new American Wigeon though, heard some Marsh Wrens
chattering in the cattails, and watched a Common Gallinule back in the
reeds. We stopped once more at a lovely park for a short stroll before
making our way back to Grand Rapids.

| want to thank all of you for joining me in Michigan on this Field Guides

trip. | certainly enjoyed it and am happy to say that this was maybe the most
successful Michigan tour I've ever run! Thank you all. | hope to see you again
on another trip down the road. Until then, good birding.



One of the participants took this amazing photo showing the Mackinac Bridge rising up out of
fog.

Some other critters we encountered:

Eastern Cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus) - Common throughout.
Snowshoe Hare (Lepus americanus) - Great views at Whitefish Point.
Eastern Chipmunk (Tamias striatus) - Common

Woodchuck (Marmota monax) - Success in finding this "Eastern Marmot".
Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis) - Common

Eastern Fox Squirrel (Sciurus niger) - Common

North American Red Squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) - Common

North American Porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum) - Finally, saw a sleeping one
at Tawas Point.

American Black Bear (Ursus americanus) - Incredible! What a show just
outside of a Paradise.



White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) - Common

Green Frog (Lithobates clamitans)

Common Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis)
Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta)

Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina)

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/522439

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/mic26 TRIPLIST.pdf

-- Cory Gregory (Curlew)
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis

Mute Swan Cygnusolor *

Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator
Wood Duck Aix sponsa

Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata
Gadwall Mareca strepera

American Wigeon Mareca americana
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Green-winged Teal Anascrecca
Canvasback Aythya valisineria

Redhead Aythya americana

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris

Lesser Scaup Aythya dffinis
White-winged Scoter Melanitta deglandi
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola

Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus

Common Merganser Mergus merganser
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Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Ruddy Duck Oxyurajamaicensis

Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo

Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus

Sharp-tailed Grouse Tympanuchus phasianellus
Spruce Grouse Canachites canadensis
Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor
Eastern Whip-poor-will Antrostomus vociferus
Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica
Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris
King Rail Rallus elegans @

Virginia Rail Rallus limicola

Sora Porzana carolina

Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata

Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis
Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda

Hudsonian Whimbrel Numenius hudsonicus
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Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus

American Woodcock Scolopax minor

Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata

Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca

Sanderling Calidris alba

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla

Bonaparte's Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis

American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia

Black Tern Chlidonias niger

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps

Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata

Common Loon Gavia immer

Double-crested Cormorant Nannopterum auritum

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus

Green Heron Butorides virescens

https://ebird.org/tripreport/522439

w2

Wi

il

M1 a4

a4

W3

W5

il

(N

a2

WS

M1 a4

W

W5

a2

w2

W3

W3

[N

il

W6

LAl N

a2

4/11


https://ebird.org/species/shbdow
https://ebird.org/species/amewoo
https://ebird.org/species/wilsni1
https://ebird.org/species/wilpha
https://ebird.org/species/sposan
https://ebird.org/species/solsan
https://ebird.org/species/lesyel
https://ebird.org/species/greyel
https://ebird.org/species/sander
https://ebird.org/species/dunlin
https://ebird.org/species/leasan
https://ebird.org/species/bongul
https://ebird.org/species/ribgul
https://ebird.org/species/amhgul1
https://ebird.org/species/caster1
https://ebird.org/species/blkter
https://ebird.org/species/comter
https://ebird.org/species/pibgre
https://ebird.org/species/retloo
https://ebird.org/species/comloo
https://ebird.org/species/doccor
https://ebird.org/species/amebit
https://ebird.org/species/grnher
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1783440841973.1783446501782.646&__hssc=60209138.1.1783446501782&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1783440841973.1783446501782.646&__hssc=60209138.1.1783446501782&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

7/7/26,12:48 PM

2

n

32

200

181

Field Guides Birding Tours -- MICHIGAN, 2026 (with Cory Gregory) - eBird Trip Report

Great Egret Ardeaalba

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus
Cooper's Hawk Astur cooperii

Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus
Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis
Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus

Barred Owl Strix varia

Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus
Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius
Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus
Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus
Downy Woodpecker Dryobates pubescens
Hairy Woodpecker Leuconotopicus villosus
Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus

Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus
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American Kestrel Falco sparverius

Merlin Falco columbarius

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi
Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris
Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus
Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus
Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus
White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus
Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons
Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius
Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus
Eastern Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus
Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus

Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata

American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos
Common Raven Corvus corax
Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus
Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor

Purple Martin Progne subis

https://ebird.org/tripreport/522439
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Corthylio calendula
Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa
White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis
Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis
Brown Creeper Certhia americana
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea
Northern House Wren Troglodytes aedon
Winter Wren Troglodytes hiemalis

Sedge Wren Cistothorus stellaris

Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris *
Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis
Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum

Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis

Veery Catharus fuscescens

Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus
Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus
Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina

American Robin Turdus migratorius

https://ebird.org/tripreport/522439
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Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum

House Sparrow Passer domesticus *

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus *

American Pipit Anthus rubescens

Evening Grosbeak Hesperiphona vespertina

House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus *

Purple Finch Haemorhous purpureus

Pine Siskin Spinus pinus

American Goldfinch Spinus tristis

Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus

Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum

Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina

Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla

American Tree Sparrow Spizelloides arborea

Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia

Lincoln's Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii

Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana

Eastern Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
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Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna
Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius

Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater
Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus
Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula
Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla

Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla

Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis

Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora cyanoptera

Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia

Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea

Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina

Orange-crowned Warbler Leiothlypis celata

Nashville Warbler Leiothlypis ruficapilla

Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas

Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla

Kirtland's Warbler Setophaga kirtlandii

Cape May Warbler Setophaga tigrina
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Cerulean Warbler Setophaga cerulea

Northern Parula Setophaga americana

Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia

Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea

Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca

Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva

Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata

Black-throated Blue Warbler Setophaga caerulescens

Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum

Pine Warbler Setophaga pinus

Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata

Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica

Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor

Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis

Wilson's Warbler Cardellina pusilla

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea

Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus

Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea

ADDITIONAL TAXA

9

1

Greater/Lesser Scaup Aythya marila/dffinis

loon sp. Gavia sp.
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