
 

Trip Report — Texas Coast Migration 
Spectacle II 2026 
 
April 18-24, 2026 with Alex Sundvall 

A fantastic shot of a Roseate Spoonbill amongst the cypress. Who doesn't love a big pink bird? 
Photo by Kimberly With. 
 
The Texas Coast is well known amongst birders for its migration 
phenomenon, being the first stopping location for millions of birds as they 
journey northward from their overwintering zones in Central and South 
America. As they make the jump from the Yucatán Peninsula across the 
mighty Gulf of Mexico, the woodlots along the Upper Texas Coast are their 
first resting place to bathe, drink, and feed. This tour is situated to try and 
experience migration at its finest, birding those coastal woodlots and 
beaches during peak migration. And we did just that, with a couple of 
absolutely sublime days of birding along the Texas Coast, seeing over 200 
species in just 5 full days of birding. We also spent some time birding in the 



Big Thicket Preserve searching for Swainson’s Warblers, and Longleaf Pine 
Savannas, seeing some of the trickier breeding species and US endemics like 
Bachman’s Sparrow, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, and Brown-headed 
Nuthatch.  

From myself and all of us at Field Guides, we would like to thank you for 
taking this tour of the Upper Texas Coast with us. This was a really great 
group that really got along with each other well, and tolerated some pretty 
long days of birding! We wish you all happy birding, and we’ll hopefully see 
you again somewhere along the birding trail soon! 

Here is a day by day breakdown of the things we did and some of the 
highlight species we found along the way! 

One of the major highlights was seeing this American Barn Owl nest at Anahuac NWR. One of 
the babies even has some food here! Photo by Blythe Brown. 
 



Day 1: We started our first morning of birding at the WG Jones State Forest 
looking for some of the more famous longleaf pine savanna specialists. 
Almost as soon as we stepped out of the van, we were greeted with the 
sounds of Brown-headed Nuthatches and Red-cockaded Woodpeckers: our 
two main targets of the morning! While the nuthatches proved a little shyer, 
the Woodpeckers were marvelously cooperative, with fantastic looks at a 
couple pairs. This species was and still is an imperiled endemic to the United 
States. Bottoming out at about 3000 individuals in the 70s, the species has 
now rebounded to nearly 20,000 individuals throughout the southeastern 
US. However, the longleaf pine savanna that it needs to survive is also an 
imperiled ecosystem with <3% of the historical range still existing. The 
woodpeckers are highly managed for, with both habitat conservation and 
artificial holes created for them to encourage nesting. We found both pairs 
near artificial holes, including one of them actively interacting with one so 
they seem to be working! Some other highlights along this stretch were 
some incredibly great views of Pine Warbler, Eastern Bluebird, and Red-
headed Woodpecker; with our first tastes of some quintessential eastern 
species like Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, and Blue 
Jay. From here, we headed away from the savannas and deeper into the 
forests towards the Big Thicket Preserve. Before lunch, we stopped briefly 
along the river-bottoms of the Trinity River where we had our first 
encounters with Acadian Flycatcher, Prothonotary Warbler, Hooded 
Warbler, Northern Parula, and Pileated Woodpecker. We even had a couple 
of Yellow-billed Cuckoos and White-eyed Vireos. We spent a lot of time 
trying to get views of all of these birds, which at the time seemed 
worthwhile, but knowing what we know now seems a bit silly! After lunch 
we headed into Big Thicket proper, birding along Gore Store Road. Our main 
targets here were species that we might have a harder time finding along the 
coast, like Swainson’s and Prairie Warblers. We put in a lot of effort, and it 
paid off handsomely with a wonderful Swainson’s Warbler right on the side 
of the road! While it preferred to stay mostly hidden, we all eventually got 
some good views. This is one of the harder species to encounter on the tour 
route, so it’s great to check off early! The Prairie Warbler behaved quite a lot 
better, perching up at the top of a short conifer not too far off the road 
allowing everyone to get scope views. How often can you say you’ve gotten 



scope views of a singing warbler? We also had a marvelous experience with 
Yellow-throated Warbler, although true to their nature it decided to stay 
fairly high in the trees along Turkey Creek. Here we also had our only Eastern 
Towhee of the tour, along with a calling Yellow-breasted Chat that just 
didn’t want to show itself. On our way to the hotel, we made a quick stop at 
Martin Dies State Park where we had our first few real looks at some 
waterbirds, including both Common and Purple Gallinules, Little Blue 
Herons, Anhinga, Green Herons, and a great flyover of a Bald Eagle! After we 
crossed the bridge, we pulled over to watch a pair of Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers on a barbed wire fence. These are truly one of the most 
spectacular birds that the US has to offer in my opinion, and getting to watch 
a pair at close range for a long time is pretty magical! After dinner we 
decided to try our luck at finding some Chuck-will’s-widows in the nearby 
bigwoods, and in what might be my most successful attempt yet we could 
hear them without even rolling the windows down and cutting the engine; 
they were so close! While views were a little more challenging, having our 
eardrums nearly blown out by them was an experience all in itself.  



That is a truly ridiculous neck on this Least Bittern. I guess you're kind of camouflaged there? 
Photo by Kimberly With. 
 
Day 2: This morning was all about finding Bachman’s Sparrow. This US 
endemic has a fairly small range, and is tied to the same longleaf pine 
savannas that it shares with Red-cockaded Woodpeckers and Brown-
headed Nuthatches. The sparrows however are very picky about the 
understory contents and prefer forests without shrubby encroachment. After 
finding a particularly good stretch of forest and hearing one calling off in the 
distance, we decided to trek into the forest to attempt to track down  this 
incredibly shy bird. Thankfully, once inside its territory it didn’t take us too 
long to track down its song perch and we all had prolonged scope views of 
this intricately plumaged sparrow. While tromping around in the forest, we 
also had additional encounters with Blue Grosbeak and Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers, some vastly improved views of a nesting Brown-headed 
Nuthatch, and a magical moment with an eye level Red-headed 



Woodpecker. We also managed to track down a couple of Sedge Wrens that 
seemed to have taken up residency in a roadside ditch for some spectacular 
views of this normally very skulky species. Some of the group also got to see 
a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and Yellow-breasted Chat, but neither performed 
well for the entire group. From here, we headed back south to check out of 
the hotel and race towards the coast! We made a brief stop in Beaumont at 
Tyrrell Park, getting our first experiences with some coastal and marsh birds 
like Boat-tailed Grackles, Yellow-crowned Night Herons, fabulous looks at 
Least Bitterns, Sora, and both Fulvous and Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks. 
We also heard our first couple King Rails, but unfortunately they just 
wouldn’t be seen in the dense cattails! On our way out of the park towards 
lunch, we managed to track down a Fish Crow and a migrating Mississippi 
Kite. After lunch, we headed down towards the coast where we would spend 
the next few days searching the coastal woodlots for migrating birds. As 
birds come across the Gulf of Mexico on their way north from the Yucatán 
Peninsula, these coastal woodlots are their first resting points after miles of 
ocean. All day we had been hearing about fantastic conditions all along the 
coast, with strong north winds and light rain halting birds’ progress and 
grounding them. We arrived at Boy Scout Woods in the early afternoon with 
the hopes some birds would still be around. As soon as I stepped out of the 
van, I picked up my binoculars and had Eastern Wood-Pewee, Prothonotary 
and Hooded Warblers, Scarlet and Summer Tanagers, Orchard Oriole, and 
Indigo Bunting all in one binocular view. We had parked under a huge 
fruiting mulberry that was acting as an absolute magnet for birds! Incredible 
numbers of Gray Catbirds, Baltimore and Orchard Orioles, Summer and 
Scarlet Tanagers, Swainson’s Thrushes, and Tennessee Warblers were all 
gorging themselves on the fruit. Eventually we decided to head into the 
preserve proper to see what birds were visiting the water drips or along the 
trails. We were greeted almost immediately by a Black-billed Cuckoo that 
had been catching caterpillars all day right across from the entrance. There 
were birds everywhere, with 14 species of warblers visiting the main drip 
and along a small loop of trails. Large numbers of Prothonotary and Hooded 
Warblers were incredibly easy to see, often perching on the ground or right 
out in the open as they were foraging on the many bugs around. Golden-
winged Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, and Ovenbird 



provided some additional warbler highlights, with amazing views of all of 
them. Wood Thrushes were also everywhere in the woodlot, constantly 
singing and seemingly everywhere you looked! Unfortunately we couldn’t 
stay forever, but while looping back towards the parking lot we picked up 
Veery and Gray-cheeked Thrush, and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo to complete the 
set. It was a pretty mind-numbing afternoon of birding in near fallout 
conditions, and one I’ll remember for a very long time.  

The famous bleachers at Boy Scout Woods Sanctuary overlooking the water drips and ponds. 
Photo by Kimberly With. 
 
Day 3: With favorable conditions continuing into today, we headed to 
another woodlot farther up the coast toward the Louisiana border called 
Sabine Woods. To test the waters and see how the migration was going, we 
started at a small woodlot in Sabine Pass right on the coast. The trees were 
buzzing with activity, with Gray Catbirds everywhere and a decent amount of 
Indigo Buntings for such a small area (and TWO Yellow-billed Cuckoos!). 
Knowing that the migration was strong overnight and there were still birds 
coming in, we headed back to the van only to be interrupted by a Great 
Horned Owl flying over and landing right by the side of the road! It didn’t last 
long there however as the shape of a Peregrine Falcon flashed towards it, 



pushing it off its perch. It took shelter from the falcon (and the beginning 
drizzle) on a window air-conditioner unit of a nearby house. Imagine seeing 
that view as you stared out your bedroom window! Looping around this 
neighborhood, we quickly stopped on the side of the road for a handful of 
Seaside Sparrows and Clapper Rails I had spotted before continuing on to 
Sabine Woods for the rest of the morning. Again, the trees were alive with 
migrating birds everywhere you looked. In less than a mile of trails, we 
managed to record nearly 90 species between the forest and surrounding 
marshland. 17 species of warblers darted between the trees gleaning insects 
and collecting rainwater from the leaves. Prothonotary and Hooded 
Warblers continued to be everywhere, even capturing mosquitos that had 
landed on our clothing at times! Along with more Golden-winged Warblers; 
we also had Blue-winged, Cerulean, Bay-breasted, Black-throated Green, 
and Worm-eating Warblers along with fantastic comparisons of both 
Northern and Louisiana Waterthrushes. Impressive numbers of both Scarlet 
and Summer Tanagers continued in the many mulberry trees, and flocks of 
Indigo Buntings and Blue Grosbeaks flitted between the taller grasses and 
shrubbier bushes in the clearings. While scanning the outer edges of the 
fields, we also got on our first Loggerhead Shrike of the tour. Thrushes 
continued to show well in the woodlot with Wood and Swainson’s Thrushes 
nearly everywhere you looked. Vireos had moved in with force, with good 
numbers of Red-eyed, Yellow-throated, and Blue-headed Vireos hanging 
around. For lunch, we decided to head down the road for a slightly damp 
picnic at Sea Rim State Park. Thankfully the birds followed us here and there 
were loads of shorebirds visiting the ponds and seashore. The ponds 
provided us with our first views of American Avocets, Wilson’s Plovers, 
Dunlins, and Stilt, Least, Western, Semipalmated, and Solitary Sandpipers. 
We also spotted our first Crested Caracara perched up on a distant 
telephone post. Heading to the actual beach, the conditions had gotten quite 
poor with the high winds and light rain, so we weren’t able to get out of the 
van to enjoy the Piping and Snowy Plovers, but thankfully we’d see them 
again in the following days! On our way back to the woods for the late 
afternoon, we stopped briefly to enjoy another Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and 
the resident Great Kiskadee. The woods continued to be amazing in the early 
evening, with Gray-cheeked Thrushes joining the rest of the thrush party, the 



additions of Blackburnian and Blackpoll Warblers, more Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos, an exciting flyover of a Roseate Spoonbill, and a fantastic roosting 
Common Nighthawk! The numbers had more than doubled to well over 100 
individuals, and a stunner of a male Painted Bunting had found its way in 
with the group! What an incredible day of birding! Just today we found 130 
species of birds between the couple locations we stopped at. While we were 
in the woods, news broke of a female type Ruff that had been found back in 
Winnie. Unfortunately, with the traffic from the refineries we would be 
unable to make it there before dark, so we enjoyed the migrants some more 
and made the plan to look in the morning.  

Seeing so many Hooded Warblers so incredibly well was an amazing highlight of this tour, at 
one point they were literally picking mosquitos off of our clothes! Photo by Blythe Brown. 
 
Day 4: Despite our best efforts this morning with crews of other hopeful 
birders, we were unable to relocate the Ruff anywhere around its former 
field. We decided to spread out, continuing to stop for birds along the road 
on our way to the famous Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. While we were 



unsuccessful in finding a Ruff, we did have quite a number of shorebirds 
including Hudsonian Whimbrels (the recent American split of the global 
Whimbrel complex), American Golden-Plovers, White-faced Ibis, and a field 
chock full of Upland and Buff-breasted Sandpipers. We estimated around 
100 Buff-breasted, and even got to watch a handful of them displaying to 
one another. Before entering the refuge, we stopped along a bridge crossing 
to study Cliff and Cave Swallows here where they overlap. Along the 
entrance road to the Wildlife Refuge, we stopped to view a continuing pair of 
Least Grebes that had been discovered on the Christmas Bird Count, and 
also enjoyed some flyby Gull-billed Terns and assorted waterfowl. We spent 
the rest of the morning birding the refuge proper, driving along the Shoveler 
Loop getting out of the van at various pulloffs to scope and search for birds. 
First stop was at the bathrooms and picnic area, which just so happened to 
have an incredibly visible American Barn Owl nest, which we enjoyed for 
several minutes and even got to watch the babies eat some food that had 
been recently brought by one of the parents. Along the loop itself, shorebirds 
continued to show well, with large numbers of Dunlin, Long-billed 
Dowitchers, and Semipalmated Plovers creating the bulk of the individuals. 
New for us were a small group of Wilson’s Phalaropes, including some real 
bright adult females! King Rail was a big target to try to get eyes on after our 
more frustrating experience in Beaumont, and thankfully we didn’t have to 
try hard at all as one walked around in the open mud near the cattails. Even 
though we already had some amazing views, we stopped again for a Least 
Bittern hanging out in the open right on the side of the road. We were able to 
watch it maneuver between the reeds with surprising grace despite its 
gangly proportions. Also present at the refuge were more American 
Alligators than we could count! The more we looked, the more we saw and 
piles of them lined the banks and ditches. After lunch and a brief siesta, we 
decided to end our day at Smith Oaks Sanctuary, another one of the coastal 
woodlots that also hosts an incredible mixed species rookery. With improved 
overnight conditions, many of the migrating birds had thinned out compared 
to the previous days’ madness, but there were still fair numbers of pretty 
birds to distract us, including some amazing views of Scarlet Tanager and 
Blue-winged Warbler. The main attraction here however, is the rookery, 
where we spent most of our time gawking at the nesting waders. The 



rookery here contained Great and Snowy Egrets, Tricolored and Little Blue 
Herons, Roseate Spoonbills, Neotropic Cormorants, and Anhingas. We even 
had a magical moment of watching a Tricolored Heron lay an egg right 
underneath the viewing platform! The sights and sounds of the rookery 
provided a spectacular closer for the day, or so we thought! On our way back 
towards Winnie we found out that the Ruff had been refound, and 
considering it was right on our way to the hotel we decided to stop and try to 
spot it. It took quite a lot of effort as it had the nasty habit of disappearing for 
long periods of time, but eventually we tracked down this incredible bird, and 
not even too far into the field getting really great scope views of this Asian 
vagrant. It’s fun to ponder where a bird like this must have overwintered for it 
to be here now, likely somewhere in Central or South America.  

The miracle of life! One of the highlights of this tour is visiting an incredible mixed species 
rookery where we watched this Tricolored Heron lay an egg! Photo by Kimberly With. 
 
Day 5: Our final full day of birding had us going down the coast of the Bolivar 
peninsula to try to track down some of the remaining species for us. The first 



stop of the morning was a short side road leading into the coastal 
saltmarshes of Galveston Bay. Here we had some of the local breeding 
Eastern Willets, a whole pile more Seaside Sparrows, more Clapper Rails, 
and our first Nelson’s Sparrows. These lingering migrants were likely to 
leave any day now, so we were very fortunate to still connect with a few! 
While scoping the shipping canal we spotted a few Black Terns and Black 
Skimmers transiting behind some of the barges. Heading over to nearby 
Rollover Pass we found a nice group of roosting terns to pick through: finding 
more Black Terns, but also many Royal, Sandwich, Forster’s, and Common 
Terns. Wading in the water were Reddish Egrets, American Oystercatchers, 
and a single Marbled Godwit. After leaving the pass, we found a White-
tailed Kite nest right on the side of the road! We enjoyed the nest and 
watched the pair interact for a few minutes before heading towards Bolivar 
Flats Shorebird Sanctuary. Unfortunately the coast was pretty windy, and by 
the time we got to the sanctuary the tide had really blown in despite 
supposedly being low tide! We still did the best we could, walking out the 
beach as far as we could to try to scope some more shorebirds. We were 
successful in finding some small groups of Sanderlings, Short-billed 
Dowitchers, Ruddy Turnstones, and Stilt Sandpipers. Mixed in with the 
Sanderlings were good numbers of Least, Western, and Semipalmated 
Sandpipers providing excellent study and comparisons. Heading back 
towards the van, we found a couple beefy American Herring Gulls perched 
on some pylons, dwarfing the Laughing Gulls, and found our three small 
beach plovers all hanging out around the same puddle. While we had 
technically seen all of them from the van at Sea Rim State Park, it was really 
nice to get some better views of Snowy and Piping Plovers in good breeding 
condition. After leaving the sanctuary, we headed toward the ferry terminal 
where we found large numbers of American Avocets and Black Skimmers 
roosting, sheltering from the high offshore winds. We even spotted a few 
dolphins riding the wake of the ferry! From there, we headed to lunch and 
back down to the woodlots of High Island for the afternoon just to see if 
anything else had arrived. It was pretty evident that the conditions for 
migration had improved greatly and there were very few birds around. Just 
as we were about to leave however, we spotted a Swallow-tailed Kite right 
over the treetops on its journey northward! It didn’t stick around long 



unfortunately, but what a glorious few seconds it was to see such a graceful 
bird! We ended our day at the Smith Oaks Rookery again, with our only new 
bird being a Black-crowned Night Heron which completed our wader sweep 
for the tour.  

Day 6: Today was primarily a transit day to make sure everyone got to the 
airport on time, but we still managed to squeeze a few hours of birding in 
before we needed to really get underway. We started the morning driving 
some marshy and brushy roads hoping for American Bittern or Dickcissel, 
two of the only remaining birds we had left to find. The Bittern was a bit of a 
white whale for us, but we were successful in finding the Dickcissel! On our 
way back to the airport, we stopped briefly at the Wallisville Lake Project 
and while we didn’t have anything new here, we did have some nice final 
views of Carolina Chickadee and Tufted Titmouse. As a special surprise, right 
before getting to the airport we made a quick stop at Sheldon Lake State 
Park where we were entertained by a handful of Limpkin raucously calling 
and flying around everywhere! This is a relatively new species to Texas, only 
having been in the state for 5 or 6 years. The species absolutely exploded 
beyond their typical Florida marshes and colonized much of the upper Gulf 
Coast. We spent a few minutes watching these strange birds forage for 
Apple Snails before heading over to the airport and departing for home!  

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/503662 

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this 
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/mig26bTRIPLIST.pdf 

-- Alex 
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110 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis 20

130 Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 4

145 Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors 11

6 Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata 2

13 Mottled Duck Anas fulvigula 5

5 Green-winged Teal Anas crecca 2

9 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 5

14 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto 8

34 White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica 6

87 Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura 22

18 Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 6

1 Black-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus erythropthalmus 1

5 Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 4

5 Chuck-will's-widow Antrostomus carolinensis 1

17 Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica 6

2 Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris 2

7 King Rail Rallus elegans 2

22 Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans 8

12 Sora Porzana carolina 4

82 Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata 8

94 American Coot Fulica americana 3
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25 Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica 6

8 Limpkin Aramus guarauna 1

123 Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus 13

350 American Avocet Recurvirostra americana 4

2 American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus 1

32 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 5

5 American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica 2

33 Killdeer Charadrius vociferus 10

324 Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus 9

13 Piping Plover Charadrius melodus 2

4 Wilson's Plover Anarhynchus wilsonia 2

7 Snowy Plover Anarhynchus nivosus 2

8 Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda 1

25 Hudsonian Whimbrel Numenius hudsonicus 10

2 Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa 2

33 Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus 4

1555 Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 4

10 Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 2

13 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 4

11 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 7

293 Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes 13

50 Willet Tringa semipalmata 12

17 Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca 5

13 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 3
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1 Ruff Calidris pugnax 1

89 Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus 5

102 Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis 2

393 Sanderling Calidris alba 5

743 Dunlin Calidris alpina 9

264 Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla 8

18 Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 3

43 Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 5

12 Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 4

179 Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 9

3 Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 1

2 American Herring Gull Larus smithsonianus 1

314 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 4

30 Least Tern Sternula antillarum 1

7 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 2

2 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 2

17 Black Tern Chlidonias niger 3

32 Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri 4

60 Common Tern Sterna hirundo 2

65 Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 3

290 Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus 4

2 Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus 1

22 Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps 3
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20 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 5

1 Double-crested Cormorant Nannopterum auritum 1

341 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum 12

54 White Ibis Eudocimus albus 11

100 White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi 11

221 Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja 4

8 Least Bittern Botaurus exilis 3

12 Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea 5

1 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 1

75 Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea 20

116 Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor 19

4 Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens 3

308 Snowy Egret Egretta thula 17

26 Green Heron Butorides virescens 10

81 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 12

156 Great Egret Ardea alba 16

25 Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias 14

62 Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis 8

65 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 15

64 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 18

4 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 4

5 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus 3

1 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 1
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2 Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus 2

1 Cooper's Hawk Astur cooperii 1

2 Northern Harrier Circus hudsonius 1

2 Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 2

1 Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis 1

6 Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus 3

6 Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni 5

1 Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 1

3 American Barn Owl Tyto furcata 1

2 Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus 2

3 Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon 3

4 Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus 2

10 Red-bellied Woodpecker Melanerpes carolinus 7

9 Downy Woodpecker Dryobates pubescens 4

7 Red-cockaded Woodpecker Leuconotopicus borealis 2

2 Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus 2

1 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus 1

7 Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 6

2 Merlin Falco columbarius 2

1 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1

18 Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens 5

12 Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens 4

3 Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus 2
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2 Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus 2

1 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 1

48 Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus 14

16 Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus 9

47 White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus 8

15 Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons 3

3 Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius 1

3 Eastern Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus 2

70 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 10

6 Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 6

38 Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata 7

10 American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos 4

1 Fish Crow Corvus ossifragus 1

21 Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis 6

16 Tufted Titmouse Baeolophus bicolor 6

4 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 3

146 Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor 15

107 Purple Martin Progne subis 8

3 Northern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis 2

173 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 21

72 Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 6

4 Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva 2

1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet Corthylio calendula 1
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12 Brown-headed Nuthatch Sitta pusilla 2

7 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea 4

1 Northern House Wren Troglodytes aedon 1

21 Sedge Wren Cistothorus stellaris 6

24 Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris 6

25 Carolina Wren Thryothorus ludovicianus 9

63 European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 9

164 Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis 7

4 Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum 3

46 Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos 22

14 Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis 5

8 Veery Catharus fuscescens 3

4 Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus 2

46 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus 4

101 Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina 6

3 American Robin Turdus migratorius 2

31 Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum 6

12 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 3

8 House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus 2

3 Bachman's Sparrow Peucaea aestivalis 1

1 White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys 1

14 Seaside Sparrow Ammospiza maritima 2

4 Nelson's Sparrow Ammospiza nelsoni 1
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26 Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis 7

1 Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana 1

1 Eastern Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus 1

5 Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens 5

1 Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus 1

27 Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna 9

48 Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius 9

16 Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula 5

244 Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus 22

140 Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater 17

23 Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula 8

138 Boat-tailed Grackle Quiscalus major 13

283 Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus 22

7 Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla 4

6 Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum 3

3 Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla 2

18 Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis 6

8 Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera 3

7 Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora cyanoptera 3

37 Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia 4

82 Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea 11

1 Swainson's Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii 1

59 Tennessee Warbler Leiothlypis peregrina 7

10/19/26, 2:43 PM Field Guides Birding Tours - Texas Coast Migration Spectacle II, 2026 (with guide Alex Sundvall) - eBird Trip Report

https://ebird.org/tripreport/503662?continue 9/11

https://ebird.org/species/savspa
https://ebird.org/species/swaspa
https://ebird.org/species/eastow
https://ebird.org/species/yebcha
https://ebird.org/species/yehbla
https://ebird.org/species/easmea
https://ebird.org/species/orcori
https://ebird.org/species/balori
https://ebird.org/species/rewbla
https://ebird.org/species/bnhcow
https://ebird.org/species/comgra
https://ebird.org/species/botgra
https://ebird.org/species/grtgra
https://ebird.org/species/ovenbi1
https://ebird.org/species/woewar1
https://ebird.org/species/louwat
https://ebird.org/species/norwat
https://ebird.org/species/gowwar
https://ebird.org/species/buwwar
https://ebird.org/species/bawwar
https://ebird.org/species/prowar
https://ebird.org/species/swawar
https://ebird.org/species/tenwar
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1792435555201.1792439001176.746&__hssc=60209138.1.1792439001176&__hsfp=03eb87e03903aa9121894bbafdfd4ee4
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1792435555201.1792439001176.746&__hssc=60209138.1.1792439001176&__hsfp=03eb87e03903aa9121894bbafdfd4ee4
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true


16 Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa 5

20 Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas 6

80 Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina 8

9 American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla 3

1 Cerulean Warbler Setophaga cerulea 1

11 Northern Parula Setophaga americana 7

2 Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia 1

2 Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea 2

1 Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca 1

4 Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva 2

4 Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica 2

1 Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata 1

11 Pine Warbler Setophaga pinus 4

6 Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata 1

5 Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica 2

1 Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor 1

9 Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens 3

82 Summer Tanager Piranga rubra 12

41 Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 6

75 Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 18

36 Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 6

50 Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea 9

208 Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea 16
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2 Painted Bunting Passerina ciris 2

1 Dickcissel Spiza americana 1

ADDITIONAL TAXA

20 Short-billed/Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus/scolopaceus 1

131 Western/Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris mauri/pusilla 3
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