Trip Report — Namibia & Botswana II 2025

October 28-November 16, 2025 with Terry Stevenson

We saw the super shy and secretive White-backed Night-Heron in the Okavango. Photo by
participant Sharon Rannels.

Our November 2025 tour to Namibia and Botswana went to all the main
areas we usually visit but had a slightly different twist by returning to Erongo
Wilderness Lodge (now known as Ondudu Lodge) and a new small exclusive
camp in the Okavango Delta called Four Rivers by Kwando. Both changes
brought us some really great birds and mammals.

The weather in south and central Namibia was as usual largely hot and dry,
but in the north and in Botswana early rains had made many often-dry areas
lush and green. The rains, however, didn’t affect our sightings, and we found
virtually all our target birds including Hartlaub’s Spurfowl, Rippell’s Bustard,
Pel's Fishing-Owl, Monteiro’s and Damara Red-billed hornbills, Ruppell’s
Parrot, White-tailed Shrike, and Herero Chat. The mammals were
outstanding too, with two groups of African Wild Dog, a big Leopard, a
mother and young Cheetah, more than 30 Lions, African Savanna Elephant,



Black Rhino, and several lesser-known species such as Roan and Sable
antelopes, Southern African Springhare, and Honey Badger.

Just one of the fabulous sand dunes at Sossusvlei. Photo by participant Steve Rannels.

As usual we all met in Johannesburg, and then after a night there we flew to
Windhoek and on to our small and very comfortable guesthouse at the edge
of the city. An afternoon visit to the local sewage works gave us Eurasian
Moorhen, Red-knobbed Coot, African Swamphen, Black Crake, African
Darter, Reed Cormorant, Little Bittern, and Squacco Heron. In the
surrounding acacia woodlands, a few highlights included Gray Go-away-bird,
White-backed Mousebird, Black-fronted Bulbul, and nest-building Southern
Masked-Weavers. We finished off the afternoon with a visit to Palm Tree
Park, giving us great views of the localized Bradfield's Swift and Rosy-faced
Lovebirds—where one unlucky one was taken by a Peregrine right in front of
us!

After a comfortable night in Windhoek, we headed southwest to Namib
Naukluft Desert National Park, where we spent two nights birding this stark
landscape and made a visit to the magnificent red sand dunes at Sossusvlei.
Highlights during our time here included Common Ostrich, Namaqua



Sandgrouse, Ludwig’s and Ruppell's bustards, Black-chested Snake-Eagle,
Verreaux's Eagle, Pale Chanting-Goshawk, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater,
Pygmy Falcon, Pririt Batis, Ashy Tit, the endemic Dune Lark, Black-chested
Prinia, Chestnut-vented Warbler, Pale-winged Starling, Mountain Chat,
Dusky Sunbird, Sociable Weaver (and their huge haystack-like nests), Red-
headed Finch, Great Rufous Sparrow, and Yellow Canary. We also saw our
first mammals, with Chacma Baboon, South African Ground Squirrel, Black-
backed Jackal, Yellow Mongoose, Gemsbok, and Springbok all giving good
views.

The search for Dune Lark. Photo by participant Sharon Rannels.

We then headed to the coast, stopping for Mountain Zebra, the Tropic of
Capricorn, and a few strange Quiver Trees along the way. Our guesthouse for
the night at Walvis Bay overlooked the famous lagoon, so after a quick
check-in we were soon out again enjoying large flocks of Greater Flamingo,
Pied Avocet, Bar-tailed Godwit, several thousand Curlew Sandpipers,
hundreds of Little Stints, Hartlaub’s and Kelp gulls, and a large flock of terns,
including Great Crested and the very localized Damara Tern. We finished our
visit to Walvis Bay early the following morning, picking up Orange River
White-eye at our usual spot. After breakfast we drove north along the coast



to Swakopmund, seeing African Oystercatcher, Great White Pelican, many
thousands of Cape Cormorants (on the guano platforms), and a few Crowned
Cormorants at the mouth of the Swakop River. The cryptic Gray’s Lark was
difficult this year, but we eventually found one on the barely vegetated
gravel plains just outside the town.

Field lunches were often set out by our expert driver/guide Imms. Photo by participant Steve
Rannels.

Our next destination was to the northeast, at two different lodges in the
Erongo Mountains. Here we were able to make several walks, birding a
mixture of dry bush country, acacia-lined river beds, and rocky mountain
terrain. New species we added were Helmeted Guineafowl, Hartlaub’s and
Red-billed spurfowl, Double-banded Sandgrouse (coming to drink at dusk),
Freckled Nightjar, Martial Eagle, Pearl-spotted Owlet, Green Woodhoopoe,
Common Scimitarbill, Southern Yellow-billed and Monteiro’s hornbills,



Bearded and Bennett's woodpeckers, Ruppell's Parrot, the striking White-
tailed Shrike, White-crested Helmetshrike, Crimson-breasted Gonolek,
Carp's Tit, Rockrunner, Barred Wren-Warbler, Southern Pied-Babbler, the
difficult-to-find Herero Chat, Short-toed Rock-Thrush, Marico Sunbird,
Violet-eared Waxbill, and Green-winged Pytilia. We also enjoyed our first
Plains Zebra, Southern Giraffe, and sole member of the family
Petromuridae—Noki—formerly known as Dassie Rat!

Continuing still farther north, we then spent three nights at different lodges
in and just outside Etosha National Park. We traversed the park from the
central area to the east, and with mammal sightings now a priority to add to
our list we were soon enjoying Spotted Hyena, three separate groups of
Lions, our first African Savanna Elephants, no fewer than five Black Rhinos
(in the Okakuejo area), Common Warthog, the newly split Southern Giraffe,
and many herds of Plains Zebra, Blue Wildebeest, Impala, and Springbok, as
well as smaller numbers of Greater Kudu, Gemsbok, and Tsessebe.

Herero Chat is often the most difficult of the endemics to find, but we had great looks this tour,
as shown in this photograph by participant Steve Rannels.



New birds at Etosha included Crested Francolin, Emerald-spotted Wood-
Dove, Kori Bustard, Dideric and Black cuckoos, Rufous-cheeked Nightjar,
Double-banded Courser, Secretarybird, White-headed Vulture, Spotted
Eagle-Owl, Violet Woodhoopoe, Southern Red-billed Hornbill, Greater
Kestrel, Red-necked Falcon, African Paradise-Flycatcher, Spike-heeled and
Red-capped larks, Gray-backed Sparrow-Lark, Icterine Warbler, Bare-
cheeked Babbler, White-bellied Sunbird, Plain-backed and Buffy pipits, and
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting.

We finished the Namibia section of our tour in the far north at Hakusembe—
stopping along the way near Grootfontein, at our special spot for Black-faced
Babbler. As always, Hakusembe brought us many new birds, as does
Mahango NP, which we visit the following morning. It's a complete change of
habitat here, with farmlands, the tree-lined Okavango River, giant fig and
baobab trees, and a whole variety of green leafy bushes and shrubs giving us
many new birds. These included White-faced Whistling-Duck, Coppery-
tailed Coucal, Wattled Crane, Wattled Lapwing, African Jacana, Collared
Pratincole, African Skimmer, African Sacred lbis, Rufous-bellied Heron,
African Fish-Eagle, Little and Southern Carmine bee-eaters, Woodland and
Pied kingfishers, Black-collared Barbet, Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Gabon
Boubou, Magpie Shrike, Red-chested Swallow, Hartlaub's Babbler, Meves's
Starling, and Kalahari Scrub-Robin. New mammals included Hippo, Southern
Lechwe, and Southern Reedbuck.



Just a few of the 400+ Southern Carmine Bee-eaters which we saw in the Okavango Delta. Photo
by participant Steve Rannels.

We then made the relaxed and simple crossing into Botswana and began
with two nights in the pan-handle near Shakawe, on the banks of the
Okavango River. Here we took morning and afternoon boat trips and also
walked in the woodland around our lodge. It was a delightful change of pace
that we all enjoyed, with just some of the highlights being; African Green-
Pigeon, White-browed Coucal, Water Thick-knee, Long-toed Lapwing, good
looks at a Greater Painted-snipe, a breeding colony of African Skimmers on a
sandbar, African Openbill, two different sightings of the secretive White-
backed Night-Heron (including an adult with a large juvenile), Goliath Heron,
Hamerkop, Western Banded Snake-Eagle, Western Barn Owl, a pair of
enormous Pel's Fishing-Owls, African Barred Owlet, White-fronted Bee-
eaters, Giant Kingfisher, Retz's Helmetshrike, Chirping Cisticola, Yellow-
bellied Greenbul, Terrestrial Brownbul, Arrow-marked Babbler, White-
browed Robin-Chat, Southern Brown-throated Weaver, Southern
Cordonbleu, and both Red-billed and Brown firefinches. New mammals
included Vervet Monkey around our rooms and Sitatunga from the boat.



This lounging Leopard was seen as we headed for our departing charter flight in the Okavango
Delta. Photo by participant Steve Rannels.

Leaving our lodge behind, we took a charter flight deep into the Okavango
Delta for a three-night stay at a wonderful camp called Four Rivers by
Kwando (or more simply just ‘Four Rivers’). Here, using a specially adapted
4x4 safari vehicle, we made morning and afternoon drives across the
'sandveld'—a mix of wooded glades, palm trees, acacia bush, pools, and of
course four rivers. Major attractions here are the big cats, and we had
marvelous views of more than 20 Lions, a mother Cheetah with a young one,
and (on the very last drive) a fabulous big Leopard. We also saw two
different groups of very rare African Wild Dogs (three and then eight), Black-
backed and Side-striped jackals, and about 70 African Savanna Elephants
(including large bulls and herds of females with young). We saw a herd of
more than 200 Cape Buffalo, plus many smaller groups of giraffe, lechwe,
zebra, wildebeest, impala, and tsessebe, and we even had good looks at the
much rarer Roan and Sable antelopes. Another special treat was staying out
for a ‘sundowner’ and then driving back in early darkness, adding Southern
African Springhare and Honey Badger. New birds in this area included Spur-
winged Goose, Blue-billed Teal, Swainson's Spurfowl, Black-bellied Bustard,



Senegal and Black coucals, African Woolly-necked and Saddle-billed storks,
the almost endemic Slaty Egret, Black Heron, African Harrier-Hawk, Hooded
Vulture, Bateleur, Striped Kingfisher, Broad-billed Roller, Crested Barbet,
Greater Honeyguide, Dickinson’s Kestrel, Meyer’s Parrot, Southern Black-Tit,
and both Yellow-billed and Red-billed oxpeckers.

Finally, we ended our tour with another charter flight to Maun, where we
reminisced about all the wonderful things we'd seen, said our farewells, and
then took our flights to Johannesburg and various destinations beyond.

We had amazing looks at these rare (and in this case, playful) African Wild Dogs, Photo by
participant Steve Rannels.

MAMMALS SEEN ON THE TOUR
Southern Lesser Galago (Galago moholi) At least 4 at Drotsky’s.

Vervet Monkey (Chlorocebus pygerythrus) About half a dozen in the
Drotsky’s area.



Chacma Baboon (Papio ursinus)) Common and widespread, with a total of
about 400.

South African Ground Squirrel (Xerus inauris) Also known as Cape Ground
Squirrel. We saw about 8 in the Solitaire area, and then several other singles
as we headed north to Etosha.

Smith’s Bush Squirrel (Paraxerus capapi) Common from Etosha to the north
and then east throughout northern Namibia and Botswana.

Southern African Springhare (Pedetes capensis) Two on the late evening
drive near Four Rivers.

Noki (Petromus typicus) In its own family and formerly known as Dassie Rat;
we had great looks at about 14 in the Erongo Mountains.

Black-backed Jackal (Lupulella mesomelas) Widespread in small numbers,
but perhaps the most interesting were a group of 7 puppies along the shore
at Walvis Bay lagoon.

Side-striped Jackal (Lupulella adustus) Three in the Four Rivers area.
African Wild Dog (Lycaon pictus) Just fabulous this tour, with 3, and then a
second pack of 8, both in the four Rivers area.

Banded Mongoose (Mungos mungo) Fifteen at Okaukuejo Rest Camp, and
then about 20 in the Four Rivers area.

Yellow Mongoose (Cynictis penicillata) Small numbers from Windhoek to
the Erongo Mountains, and then 1 near Four Rivers.

African Civet (Civettictis civetta) Two of our group saw 1 at Four Rivers
Camp.

Spotted Hyena (Crocuta crocuta) One seen and others heard at Etosha.
Leopard (Panthera pardus) Great looks at 1 relaxing in a tree on our final
morning in the Okavango Delta.

Lion (Panthera leo) Just fabulous this tour, with 14 at Etosha, and various
groups totaling 24 in the Okavango Delta.

Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) Wonderful close views of a mother and her
young one in the Okavango Delta.

Honey Badger (Melivora capensis) Also known as Ratel, we had brief but
good looks at 1 near Four Rivers.

Afro-Australian Fur Seal (Acrtoephalus pusillius) About 15 along the coast
in the Walvis Bay to Swakopmund area.

African Savanna Elephant (Loxodonta africana) We saw a single large bull



at Etosha, and then a couple at Mahango, and about 65 in the Four Rivers
area.

Rock Hyrax (Procavia capensis) About 90 in the Erongo Mountains.
Mountain Zebra (Equus zebra) We saw about 14 near the Tropic of
Capricorn.

Plains Zebra (Equus quagga) Formerly known as Burchell's Zebra, they were
very common and widespread from the Erongo Mountains, north through
Etosha, and then throughout the Okavango Delta; in all we saw about 1000.
Black Rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) We all had various views of up to 5 in
Etosha NP.

Common Warthog (Phacochoerus africanus) One near Windhoek, and then
very common in Etosha and the Okavango Delta; in all we saw about 80.
Common Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius) Twenty at Mahango, 2
at Drostky’s, and about 110 in the Okavango Delta.

Southern Giraffe (Giraffa giraffa) Scattered in small numbers from the
Erongo Mountains to Etosha and the Okavango Delta; with a total of about
60.

Southern Bushbuck (Tragelaphus sylvaticus) One in the Erongo Mountains,
and about 20 in the Drotsky’s area.

Greater Kudu (Tragelaphus strepsiceros) About 20 at Etosha, another 20 at
Mahango, and almost 30 in the Okavango Delta.

Sitatunga (Tragelaphus spekii) We saw a single male from the boat near
Drotsky’s.

Cape Buffalo (Syncerus caffer) We saw a herd of about 200 in the Okavango
Delta.

Waterbuck (Kobus ellipsiprymnus) About 30 in the Four Rivers area.
Southern Lechwe (Kobus leche) About 50 at Mahango, and then at least 125
in the Four Rivers area.

Southern Reedbuck (Redunca arundinum) Two and Mahango, and 4 in the
Okavango Delta.

Roan Antelope (Hippotragus equinus) Really nice looks at 3 in the Four
Rivers area.

Sable Antelope (Hippotragus niger) We saw about a dozen of these
gorgeous antelopes in the Okavango Delta.

Gemsbok (Oryx gazelle) Also known as Southern Oryx; we saw about 15 in



the Sossusvlei area, a dozen at Etosha, and 45 at Four Rivers.

Tsessebe (Damaliscus lunatus) About 80 in the Four Rivers area.

Red Hartebeest (Alcelaphus buselaphus) We saw a total of 22 in the
eastern side of Etosha.

Blue Wildebeest (Connochaetes taurinus) Two near Sossusvlei, about 25 in
the Erongo Mountains area, 300 at Etosha, and 25 in the Okavango Delta.
Steenbok (Raphicerus campestris) Seven in the Etosha area.

Kirk's Dik-dik (Modoqua kirki) Six in the Ondudu Camp area, and 2 at Roy’s
Camp.

Impala (Aepyceros malampus) Very common and widespread from Etosha
(Black-faced) and on throughout the Okavango Delta (plain-faced). In all we
saw about 750.

Springbok (Antidocas marsupialis) Widespread from the Namib Naukluft
Desert NP to Etosha, with a total of about 2000.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/nam25bTRIPLIST.pdf

—Terry Stevenson
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White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata

Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis
Blue-billed Teal Spatula hottentota
Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata

Cape Teal Anas capensis

Red-billed Duck Anas erythrorhyncha
Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris
Crested Francolin Ortygornis sephaena
Hartlaub's Spurfowl Pternistis hartlaubi
Red-billed Spurfowl Pternistis adspersus
Swainson's Spurfowl! Pternistis swainsonii
Rock Pigeon Columballivia *

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata
Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola
Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis

Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos

https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383
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Namaqua Dove Oena capensis

African Green-Pigeon Treron calvus
Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua
Double-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus
Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori

Ludwig's Bustard Neotis ludwigii

Ruppell's Bustard Heterotetrax rueppelii
Red-crested Bustard Lophotis ruficrista
White-quilled Bustard Afrotis afracides
Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster
Gray Go-away-bird Crinifer concolor

Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis
Coppery-tailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus
White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus
Black Coucal Centropus grillii

Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii

Pied Cuckoo Clamatorjacobinus

Dideric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius

Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena

https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383
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2 Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma 1R

6 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 1R
30 Common Swift Apusapus (1R
350 Bradfield's Swift Apus bradfieldi a2
147 Little Swift Apus dffinis a4
21 African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus (K3
5 Eurasian Moorhen Gallinula chloropus (1
16 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata W2
5 African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 3

7 Black Crake Zapornia flavirostra 4

6 Wattled Crane Grus carunculatus W2

4 Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 02
19 Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus [115)
37 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus (14
220 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta Wi
24 African Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini 2
9 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola (1

2 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 02

1 Three-banded Plover Thinornis tricollaris Wi

8 Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris Wi
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Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus

Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus

Kittlitz's Plover Anarhynchus pecuarius

Chestnut-banded Plover Anarhynchus pallidus

White-fronted Plover Anarhynchus marginatus

Greater Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus

Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Ruff Calidris pugnax

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea

Sanderling Calidris alba

Little Stint Calidris minuta

Small Buttonquail Turnix sylvaticus
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Double-banded Courser Smutsornis africanus
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola
Hartlaub's Gull Chroicocephalus hartlaubii

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris

Damara Tern Sternula balaenarum

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis

Great Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus

Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus

African Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia microscelis
Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis
Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer
Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis

African Darter Anhinga rufa
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100 Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus (114
14 Crowned Cormorant Microcarbo coronatus (1l
15,200 Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis 2
34 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo W3
8 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus i3

4 African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus a2

5 Hadada lbis Bostrychia hagedash a2

7 African Spoonbill Platalea alba w2

2 Little Bittern Botaurus minutus w2

7 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax a2

3 Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula 03

2 Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 1R
16 Little Egret Egretta garzetta (K3
3 White-backed Night Heron Calherodius leuconotus (1l

3 Little Heron Butorides atricapilla i3

9 Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris a4
49 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides (14
45 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 05
4 GreatEgret Ardeaalba W2

5 Yellow-billed Egret Ardea brachyrhyncha a4
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4 Gray Heron Ardea cinerea a3
3 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 03
4 Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala i3
3 Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 1R
15 Hamerkop Scopusumbretta (14
130 Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 02
2 Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 1R
5 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus W4
1 African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus il
1 European Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus 1l
4 White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis a2
7 Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos W4
S Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 2
5 White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus a5
4 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 03
1 Western Banded Snake-Eagle Circaetus cinerascens (1l
4 Black-chested Snake-Eagle Circaetus pectoralis W4
1 Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 1l
5 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax W4
2 Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii Wi
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Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar

Pale Chanting-Goshawk Melierax canorus
Black Kite Milvus migrans

African Fish-Eagle Icthyophaga vocifer
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo

Western Barn Owl Tyto alba

Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus

Pel's Fishing-Owl Scotopelia peli

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum
African Barred Owlet Glaucidium capense
White-backed Mousebird Colius colius
Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus
Common Hoopoe Upupa epops

Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus
Violet Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus damarensis
Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas
African Gray Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus
Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas
Monteiro's Hornbill Tockus monteiri

Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris
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Damara Red-billed Hornbill Tockus damarensis
White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus
Southern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides
Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis
Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris
Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus
Purple Roller Coracias naevius

Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus
Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii

Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas
Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus
Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator

Bearded Woodpecker Chloropicus namaquus
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Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens

Bennett's Woodpecker Campethera bennettii

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni

Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus

Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus

Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides

Dickinson's Kestrel Falco dickinsoni

Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus

Rosy-faced Lovebird Agapornis roseicollis

Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri

Ruppell's Parrot Poicephalus rueppellii

Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava

White-tailed Shrike Lanioturdus torquatus

Chinspot Batis Batis molitor

Pririt Batis Batis pririt

White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus

Retz's Helmetshrike Prionops retzii

Brubru Nilaus afer

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla
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Gabon Boubou Laniarius bicolor

Crimson-breasted Gonolek Laniarius atrococcineus

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis

African Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus

Lesser Gray Shrike Lanius minor

Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris

White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens
Cape Crow Corvus capensis

Pied Crow Corvus albus

Southern Black-Tit Melaniparus niger

Carp's Tit Melaniparus carpi

Ashy Tit Melaniparus cinerascens

Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata
Gray's Lark Ammomanopsis grayi

Gray-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix verticalis
Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota

Dune Lark Calendulauda erythrochlamys
Rufous-naped Lark Corypha africana

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea

https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383
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Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens

Rockrunner Achaetops pycnopygius

Burnt-neck Eremomela Eremomela usticollis

Barred Wren-Warbler Calamonastes fasciolatus

Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura

Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava
Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans

Chirping Cisticola Cisticola pipiens

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina

Common Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Greater Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus rufescens
Banded Martin Neophedina cincta

Southern Crag-Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii

Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata

Rufous-chested Swallow Cecropis semirufa

https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383
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Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris
Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus
Black-fronted Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Chestnut-vented Warbler Curruca subcoerulea
Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus
Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii
Bare-cheeked Babbler Turdoides gymnogenys
Southern Pied-Babbler Turdoides bicolor
Hartlaub's Babbler Turdoides hartlaubii
Black-faced Babbler Turdoides melanops
Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus
Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea
Pale-winged Starling Onychognathus nabouroup
Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis
Meves's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii

Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens
Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana

https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383

W3

mll

W6

WO

w2

W4

ml

ml

ml

mll

W6

wi

w4

W2

4

w7

W3

a7

ml2

wi

14/17


https://ebird.org/species/yebgre1
https://ebird.org/species/terbro1
https://ebird.org/species/combul2
https://ebird.org/species/blfbul1
https://ebird.org/species/wlwwar
https://ebird.org/species/ruvwar2
https://ebird.org/species/capwhe6
https://ebird.org/species/armbab1
https://ebird.org/species/bacbab1
https://ebird.org/species/sopbab1
https://ebird.org/species/harbab1
https://ebird.org/species/bkfbab1
https://ebird.org/species/yeboxp1
https://ebird.org/species/watsta1
https://ebird.org/species/pawsta1
https://ebird.org/species/bugsta1
https://ebird.org/species/megsta1
https://ebird.org/species/capgls1
https://ebird.org/species/grothr1
https://ebird.org/species/kurthr1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1790269986963.1790345114389.718&__hssc=60209138.2.1790345114389&__hsfp=03eb87e03903aa9121894bbafdfd4ee4
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1790269986963.1790345114389.718&__hssc=60209138.2.1790345114389&__hsfp=03eb87e03903aa9121894bbafdfd4ee4
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

9/25/26,9:11 AM Field Guides Birding Tours -- NAMIBIA & BOTSWANA 11, 2025 (with Terry Stevenson) - eBird Trip Report

3 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 03

4 Marico Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis W4

1 Ashy Flycatcher Fraseria caerulescens 1R

2 Herero Chat Namibornis herero Wi

1 Southern Black-Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 1R

2 Kalahari Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas paena 1R

1 White-browed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys il

3 White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini i3

4 Short-toed Rock-Thrush Monticola brevipes i3

2 African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus (1R

5 Mountain Chat Myrmecocichla monticola a2

6 Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris i3

1 Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 1R

8 Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis a4

3 White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 1R

9 Dusky Sunbird Cinnyris fuscus 4
13 Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver Bubalornis niger 02
7 Scaly Weaver Sporopipes squamifrons 2
108 White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali (14
102 Sociable Weaver Philetairus socius W3

https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383 15/17


https://ebird.org/species/spofly1
https://ebird.org/species/marfly1
https://ebird.org/species/ashfly1
https://ebird.org/species/hercha1
https://ebird.org/species/sobfly1
https://ebird.org/species/kasrob1
https://ebird.org/species/rbsrob1
https://ebird.org/species/wbrcha2
https://ebird.org/species/strthr1
https://ebird.org/species/afrsto1
https://ebird.org/species/mouwhe1
https://ebird.org/species/famcha1
https://ebird.org/species/sccsun2
https://ebird.org/species/marsun2
https://ebird.org/species/whbsun2
https://ebird.org/species/dussun2
https://ebird.org/species/rbbwea1
https://ebird.org/species/scawea1
https://ebird.org/species/wbswea1
https://ebird.org/species/socwea1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1790269986963.1790345114389.718&__hssc=60209138.2.1790345114389&__hsfp=03eb87e03903aa9121894bbafdfd4ee4
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1790269986963.1790345114389.718&__hssc=60209138.2.1790345114389&__hsfp=03eb87e03903aa9121894bbafdfd4ee4
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

9/25/26,9:11 AM

4

2

61

200

12

80

144

5

4

Field Guides Birding Tours -- NAMIBIA & BOTSWANA 11, 2025 (with Terry Stevenson) - eBird Trip Report

Holub's Golden-Weaver Ploceus xanthops

Southern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus xanthopterus

Southern Masked-Weaver Ploceus velatus
Chestnut Weaver Ploceus rubiginosus
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea

Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris
Black-faced Waxbill Brunhilda erythronotos
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild
Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala
Violet-eared Waxbill Granatina granatina
Southern Cordonbleu Uraeginthus angolensis
Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala
Brown Firefinch Lagonosticta nitidula
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura

House Sparrow Passer domesticus *

Great Rufous Sparrow Passer motitensis
Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus

Southern Gray-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus

Yellow-throated Bush Sparrow Gymnoris superciliaris

https://ebird.org/tripreport/571383
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5 Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 03
2 African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 1l
3 Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys 02
1 Buffy Pipit Anthus vaalensis 1l
9 Black-throated Canary Crithagra atrogularis a2
2 Yellow Canary Crithagra flaviventris 1R
5 Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani 02
1 Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi (1l
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