
 
 

Trip Report — Namibia & Botswana I 2026 
 
April 13-May 2, 2026 with Tarry Butcher 
 
Namibia and Botswana is a really great tour, focusing on the highlights of 
both countries.  This year we found almost all our major targets, including 
some great wildlife sightings, fantastic landscapes, and some really great 
weather.  The small group of 4 pax worked really well. Highlights included 
water in Sossusvlei, Dune Lark, Black Rhino, mating Lions, Hartlaub 
Spurfowl, Pel’s Fishing Owl, Ground Hornbill, and an awesome Leopard. 

Our trip started with an early departure from Johannesburg to Windhoek 
where, landing at the airport, we had an abundance of swifts and swallows, 
getting South African Swallow, Little Swift, Bradfield’s Swift, White-rumped 
Swift and Southern Crag-Martin around the airport buildings. A short drive to 
our guest house, and then we were off to the Windhoek sewage ponds for 
the first stop. The ponds were very quiet this year, but we did see Greater 
Painted-Snipe, Sedge Warbler and Blue-billed Teal.  Then it was back to the 
guest house for lunch, and an afternoon excursion to the nearby Avis dam 
was very productive, with our first Namibian near-endemic, the Rockrunner, 
showing really well. A few hours walking along the dam wall and 
surrounding bush produced Ashy Tit, Crimson-breasted Gonolek, Yellow-
bellied Eremomela, Cardinal Woodpecker and Pearl-spotted Owlet. 

The next day we made our way southwest into the Namib Desert, making a 
number of short stops along the way. The quiet gravel roads allow for easy 
roadside birding. Just after leaving Windhoek we found Marabou Stork, 
Gabar Goshawk and a friendly Shaft-tailed Whydah. Further down the road, 
we bumped into a nice Tawny Eagle feeding on road kill and it was soon 
disturbed by a Lappet-face Vulture. Just before our lunch stop, we connected 
with Rufous-eared Warbler, Bokmakierie and Chat Flycatcher. Lunch was 
enjoyed in the shade next to the road close to a dam, and with the recent 
rains, the dam was extremely full, meaning the waterfowl were spread out 
across the water. We did manage to see Cape Teal and Maccoa Duck on the 



water, as well as Ground-scraper Thrush, Bearded Woodpecker and Lark-
like Bunting around the lunch table. After lunch we made our way through a 
rock mountain pass, finding a very confiding roadside Purple Roller and 
Short-toed Rock-Thrush, and arriving at our desert lodge in the late 
afternoon. 

Oryx in the Dune Corridor at Sossusvlei. Photo by guide Tarry Butcher. 
 
We had an early start to get into the famous Namib Naukluft National Park 
at sunrise for the best chance at Dune Lark, Namibia’s only true endemic, and 
to maximize the amazing morning light in the spectacular sand dunes. After a 
short walk up some relatively flat sand dunes, we were lucky to find a pair of 
Dune Larks running between the grass tufts, giving us really good views. We 
spent some time admiring them and the views as well as some of the tracks 
in the sand. Then we made our way further along the dune corridor, a road 
which is surrounded by massive towering sand dunes. At the end of the 
corridor there is a special pan called Sossusvlei which is normally a dry white 
pan but this year it had water in it, the first time in 8 years that the pan was 



full. In the trees around the pan we found a very friendly Familiar Chat, Ashy 
Tit and lots of Cape Sparrows. Leaving the pan, we found a very lost juvenile 
Lesser Flamingo, and a nice pair of Red-necked Falcons near the gate. After 
lunch we made our way back to the desert lodge for some down time during 
the heat of the day.  Our walk later in the afternoon was productive with 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Pygmy Falcon, Common Scimitarbill, Lesser Grey 
Shrike and a nice rarity of a single Abdim's Stork walking around the 
waterhole. After dinner we tried for some nocturnal species, finding a pair of 
Western Barn Owls flying along the cliff feeding in the spot light. 

Next morning we made our way toward the coast, making several spots 
along the way. Firstly at a tiny fuel station for bathroom and apple 
crumble.  Walking around the area we found some Starks Larks, Greater 
Kestrel and Red-headed Finch. Further north along the road we got roadside 
views of Ruppell’s Bustard and Tractrac Chat, and a very surprising juvenile 
Black Harrier. Our last stop along the desert road was to look at the 
interesting Quiver Tress where we also found Karoo Long-billed Lark and 
Gray’s Lark. 



White-crested Helmetshrike in the Erongo Area. Photo by participant Debby Vogt. 
 
Our time spent at the coast was really good this year, accompanied with 
some really good weather. Arriving at Walvis Bay in the afternoon, we made 
a drive along the edge of the lagoon and through the salt pans, which 
produced good looks at Damara Tern and Chestnut-banded Plover. En route 
back through the pans, the light was better and we got some really good 
looks at thousands of Curlew Sandpipers, Common Ringed Plover, Pied 
Avocet, Black-bellied Plover, Little Stint and Great White Pelican. The 
lagoon  is a Ramsar site, and was super productive.  

The next morning, we started the day at a well-known spot for Orange-river 
White-eye, which played hard to get this year.  Walking back to the guest 
house, we found a small group of Red-faced Mousebirds, and along the 
water’s edge, Kelp, Hartlaub’s and Grey-hooded Gulls with a flyby Great 
Crested Tern and a South African Fur Seal. After packing up, we made 



another short stop at a different spot along the lagoon, seeing Greater 
Flamingo, Bar-tailed Godwit, and some rarities of Greater and Tibetan Sand-
Plovers. Leaving Walvis Bay, we made a short stop at the guano platform, 
finding African Oystercatcher and Ruddy Turnstone, as well as Cape and 
Crowned Cormorants. Our time at the coast was coming to an end but before 
leaving, we made one final stop at the Swakopmund salt pans where we 
found Eared Grebe, Common Greenshank and Great Cormorant. 

Ruppell's Parrot leaving its nesting hole. Photo by participant Debby Vogt. 
 
Making our way inland, we headed to our next destination,  which is a region 
known as the Erongo Mountains, an area which has most of the near 
endemics for Namibia. Our first stop was very productive in a dry river bed 
just after lunch, seeing Damara Red-billed Hornbill, Carp’s Tit, White-crested 
Helmetshrike, Brubru, White-browed Scrub-robin and a surprising Eurasian 
Golden Oriole. A very good start to this area.  We arrived at our lodge with 
enough time to check in and enjoy the sunset views overlooking a waterhole 



which had lots of Double-banded Sandgrouse coming down to drink, and 
some Blue Wildebeest and Springbuck hanging around. 

The next adventure was the search for the tough to find Herero Chat. We 
had an early morning walk to the base of a nearby mountain, and with a bit 
of searching we were successful in finding a single Herero Chat, giving us 
really good views.  Happy with the success, we headed back to the lodge for 
breakfast, followed by short mid-morning and afternoon walks around the 
area, producing Green-winged Pytilia, Great Rufous Sparrow, Black-faced 
and Violet-eared Waxbills, Long-billed Crombec, Pririt Batis, White-tailed 
Shrike and Red-billed Spurfowl. We also had a very lucky sighting of 
Bushveld Sengi which sat still for a second. 

En route to our next stop, we found a roadside White-quilled Bustard, Pygmy 
Falcon and Fawn-colored Lark. The best birding of the day was another well-
vegetated dry river bed, a spot that always seems to produce something 
good, and this year it was no exception. On arrival, we heard the drumming 
of a Bearded Woodpecker, followed by nesting Ruppell’s Parrots, African 
Cuckoo, Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver, Grey-backed Camaroptera  and better 
views of things seen before. Very happy with the stop, we made our way to 
the next lodge, seeing a very close herd of Giraffe next to the road.  Our next 
accommodation was a beautiful lodge with tents situated amongst the rocky 
boulders.  This spot was home to hundreds of beautiful Rosy-faced 
Lovebirds seen at all times. After checking in, we did a short afternoon walk 
,finding a roosting Western Barn Owl, Pale-winged Starlings, Black-throated 
Canary and Cinnamon-breasted Bunting. Our dinner that evening was 
disturbed by really good views of Freckled Nightjar and a Small Spotted 
Genet hanging around the restaurant area. 

Our best birding for this area was done the next morning with an early pre-
breakfast walk. We heard our main target, Hartlaub Spurfowl, as we started 
our walk, but it took some rock scrabbling to get good views of them, a pair 
moving effortlessly through the rocky slopes. Breakfast was a treat, with the 
lodge feeding the birds outside the restaurant window meaning hundreds of 



beautiful Rosy-faced Lovebirds coming to feed, as well as our best views of 
Monteiro’s Hornbill, Speckled Pigeon and White-tailed Shrike. 

Namibian near-endemic Bare-cheeked Babblers, by participant Debby Vogt. 
 
After the Erongo Mountains, it was off to Etosha National Park and the best 
game viewing of the Namibian portion of the trip. We spent 3 nights at 
various camps through the park, getting the absolute best out of the park. 
Game viewing was a bit tough due to the large amount of rain the country 
had recently had, but we still managed some really good sightings.  Around 
the Okaukuejo area, we headed north, finding Spike-heeled Lark, Pink-billed 
Lark, Grey-backed Sparrow-lark, Double-banded Courser, Lanner Falcon and 
Kori Bustard.  While heading further east, we flushed some Harlequin Quail 
and Namaqua Sandgrouse at the first waterhole. At our second camp, we 
had some great lodge birding, with Bare-faced Babbler, Southern White-
crowned Shirke, Violet Wood-hoopoe and Golden-tailed Woodpecker during 
the day, with Pearl-spotted Owlet, Western Barn Owl, African Scops-Owl 
and Southern White-faced Owl in the evening, plus a bonus Black Rhino in 
the evening.   



Moving further east, we found Greater Painted-Snipe, Lilac-breasted Roller, 
Red-crested Bustard, Pale Chanting Goshawk, Buffy Pipit, Bateleur, African 
Hawk-eagle and Eastern Paradise Whydah. 

Moving to the far eastern side of the park, we came across a mating pair of 
lions, lots of Plains Zebra as well as Temminck’s Courser and Crowned 
Lapwings, but the star of the show was good views of a Martial Eagle. Just 
before leaving the park, at lunch we made a lucky short detour, finding a 
breeding pair of Blue Cranes, a bird with a tiny population in Namibia. Our 
lunch stop had really great food but also great birds, getting Black-faced 
Babbler, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Black-backed Puffback and Southern Red-
billed Hornbill.  We had enough time after lunch to head back into the park 
for one final drive, finding Spotted Hyena at a den, Damara Dik-Dik, a 
massive Scorpion crossing the road and a bonus Dusky Lark. That evening in 
the parking lot we managed to rustle up a Fiery-necked Nightjar, ending our 
time in Etosha. 

Leopard on its morning walk. By participant Debby Vogt. 



The next section of the trip was up to the northern part of Namibia, and into 
the panhandle of Botswana. Here the habitat changes drastically, meaning 
an entirely different selection of birds on offer.  Our final lodge in Namibia, on 
the Okavango River, was flooded, which meant an extra boat cruise in and 
out of the lodge and a good opportunity to add to an Angola list.  A short 
walk around the lodge grounds that afternoon and the following morning 
produced Gabon Boubou, Hartlaub’s Babbler, Hartlaub’s Golden Weaver, 
Rufous-bellied Heron, African Golden Oriole, Pygmy Goose, Water Thick-
knee and a surprise Dwarf Bittern. With just the one night there, we made 
our way towards Botswana with two major stops. First was a communal 
farm drinking trough, which was empty, but birding was still good, getting 
Racket-tailed Roller, a first for this trip, Southern Black Tit, Yellow-fronted 
Tinkerbird and Violet-backed Starling.  And our second stop was a slow drive 
through the Mahango National Park. This park was really good this year, with 
great views of Wattled Crane, Meves’s Starling, Verreaux’s Eagle-owl, 
Saddle-billed Stork, Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike, Grey-headed Kingfisher, 
Meyer’s Parrot, African Fish-Eagle, White-headed, Hooded & White-backed 
Vultures eating on a fresh carcass. Mammal sightings were good as well, 
with Red Lechwe and African Elephant, and Nile Crocodile.   

Leaving the park, it was quickly over the border into Botswana and to 
Droktsky’s Cabins. During our morning and afternoon boat cruises, we found 
White-backed Night Heron, African Marsh Harrier, Greater Swamp Warbler, 
Chirping Cisticola, African Jacana, Malachite Kingfisher, Little and White-
fronted Bee-eaters, but the absolute star of the show was outstanding views 
of Pel’s Fishing Owl.  Morning walks around the grounds at Drotsky’s were 
also very productive, seeing African Green Pigeon, Terrestrial Brownbul, 
White-browed Robin-Chat and the cute Collared Sunbirds. After dinner, we 
did a short walk through the camp grounds and after much effort we were 
rewarded with great views of African Wood Owl and African Barred Owlet.  



Pel's Fishing Owl, the holy grail of South African owls. Photo by participant Debby Vogt. 
 
Our time in Botswana only got better once we left the panhandle, heading 
deeper into the delta, starting with an awesome small aircraft flight from 
Drotsky’s over the Okavango Delta and landing on a tiny airstrip with a short 
drive to Splash Camp.  With the large amount of rain recently, the water 
levels of the delta were rising drastically with some areas filling with water 
overnight, meaning a lot of exciting water crossing. It was fascinating 
watching the speed of the rising water and the response of the wildlife to the 
water levels. Our game drives from Splash Camp were in an open safari 
vehicle, giving us great views of the birds and animals.  Our top wildlife 



sightings were seeing African Wild dogs on a hunt, a mating pair of lions, 
numerous elephant and a very relaxed Leopard which we followed for a 
while.  

With most of our target species already in the bag, everything here was just 
a bonus. Along the waterways, we found Slaty Egret, Yellow-billed Stork, 
Wattled and Spur-winged Lapwings, Hamerkop, Lesser Jacana and Sacred 
Ibis. Driving through the grassy areas, we had Southern Ground Hornbill, 
Quailfinch, Woodland and Striped Kingfisher, Bennett’s Woodpecker, 
Bradfield’s Hornbill, Common Ostrich and Plain-backed Pipit. Whilst 
overhead, the skies were full of raptors, including Ovambo Sparrowhawk, 
Brown Snake-Eagle, African Harrier Hawk and numerous vultures. During 
our sundowners out in the field, we were entertained by Square-tailed 
Nightjars and the amazing stars.   

Birding around the camp was good as well. Walking along the paths we saw 
several small seedeaters, including Southern Cordonbleu, Brown Firefinch 
and a resident Crested Barbet, with brief views of Black-bellied Bustard and 
Green Woodhoopoes.  

Overall it was a fantastic tour, and I am looking forward to the next 
one.  Thanks to everyone involved making it such a success. 



Male Lion in Botswana at night, with spotlights. Photo by guide Tarry Butcher. 
 
Mammals seen on the trip: 
Peters's Epauletted Fruit Bat (Epomophorus crypturus) 
Southern Lesser Galago (Galago moholi) 
Grivet Monkey (Chlorocebus aethiops) 
Chacma Baboon (Papio ursinus) 
Scrub Hare (Lepus saxatalis) 
South African Ground Squirrel (Geosciurus inauris) 
Damara Ground Squirrel  (Geosciurus princeps) 
Smith's Bush Squirrel (Paraxerus cepapi) 
Xeric Four-striped Grass Rat (Rhabdomys pumilio) 
Noki (Petromus typicus) 
Black-backed Jackal (Lupulella mesomelas) 
African Wild Dog (Lycaon pictus) 
Common Genet (Genetta genetta) 
Common Slender Mongoose (Herpestes sanguineus) 
Banded Mongoose (Mungos mungo) 



Yellow Mongoose (Cynictis penicillata) 
Spotted Hyena (Crocuta crocuta) 
Leopard (Panthera pardus) 
Lion (Panthera leo) 
Afro-Australian Fur Seal (Arctocephalus pusillus) 
African Savanna Elephant (Loxodonta africana) 
Rock Hyrax (Procavia capensis) 
Plains Zebra (Equus quagga) 
Black Rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) 
Desert Warthog (Phacochoerus aethiopicus) 
Common Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius) 
Southern Giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis) 
Southern Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus) 
Greater Kudu (Tragelaphus strepsiceros) 
Cape Buffalo (Syncerus caffer) 
Waterbuck (Kobus ellipsiprymnus) 
Southern Lechwe (Kobus leche) 
Southern Reedbuck (Redunca arundinum) 
Gemsbok (Oryx gazella) 
Tsessebe (Damaliscus lunatus lunatus) 
Red Hartebeest (Alcelaphus buselaphus caama) 
Blue Wildebeest (Connochaetes taurinus) 
Steenbok (Raphicerus campestris) 
Kirk's Dik-dik (Modoqua kirki) 
Impala (Aepyceros malampus) 
Springbok (Antidorcas marsupialis) 
Dwarf Mongoose (Helogale Parvula) 
Serval (Leptailurus serval) 
Sitatunga (Tragelaphus spekii) 
South African Springhare (Pedetes Capensis) 

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this 
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/505298 



You can see my iNaturalist report of non-avian taxa at this 
link: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/namibia-botswana-2026 

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this 
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/nam26aTRIPLIST.pdf 

-- Tarry Butcher 
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For a narrative summary of this tour, including a Field Guides photo gallery and additional…

352
Species Observed

61
Checklists

166
Species with Photos

17
Species with Audio

LIFERS 9 69 17

Species Observed Show all details

86 Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 1 13

140 White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata 11

4 Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 3

88 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 15

3 South African Shelduck Tadorna cana 1

57 Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 1 10

50 African Pygmy-Goose Nettapus auritus 2 3

11 Blue-billed Teal Spatula hottentota 2

4 Cape Shoveler Spatula smithii 1
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65 Cape Teal Anas capensis 5

95 Red-billed Duck Anas erythrorhyncha 5

2 Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 1

198 Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 4 13

10 Crested Francolin Ortygornis sephaena 2 4

6 Harlequin Quail Coturnix delegorguei 2 1

2 Hartlaub's Spurfowl Pternistis hartlaubi 4 1

88 Red-billed Spurfowl Pternistis adspersus 22

7 Swainson's Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii 4

8 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 1

72 Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 2 13

3 Mourning Collared-Dove Streptopelia decipiens 3

35 Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 9

156 Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 29

119 Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 1 24

10 Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos 10

29 Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 10

13 African Green-Pigeon Treron calvus 1 5

22 Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua 1 3

29 Double-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus 7
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26 Burchell's Sandgrouse Pterocles burchelli 2 4

11 Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 1 6

5 Ludwig's Bustard Neotis ludwigii 1

5 Rüppell's Bustard Heterotetrax rueppelii 2

5 Red-crested Bustard Lophotis ruficrista 1 4

14 White-quilled Bustard Afrotis afraoides 1 3

1 Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster 1

81 Gray Go-away-bird Crinifer concolor 30

10 Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis 2 5

4 Coppery-tailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus 4

2 White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus 1 2

2 Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 1

1 Pied Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus 1

1 Dideric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 1

1 African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 2 1

5 Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 3

4 Freckled Nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma 1

5 Square-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus fossii 2 2

2 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 1

10 Bradfield's Swift Apus bradfieldi 4
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191 Little Swift Apus affinis 10

13 White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 3

49 African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 14

1 African Crake Crecopsis egregia 1

17 Eurasian Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 4

15 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 3

1 Allen's Gallinule Porphyrio alleni 1

3 African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 2

10 Black Crake Zapornia flavirostra 4

2 Wattled Crane Grus carunculatus 2 1

4 Blue Crane Grus paradiseus 1

1 Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 1

24 Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 1 7

32 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 1 5

160 Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 1 4

4 African Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini 1

45 Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1 5

18 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 1 2

11 Three-banded Plover Thinornis tricollaris 4

13 Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris 4
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173 Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 27

95 Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 13

6 Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 1 3

1 Tibetan Sand-Plover Anarhynchus atrifrons 1

1 Greater Sand-Plover Anarhynchus leschenaultii 1 1

85 Chestnut-banded Plover Anarhynchus pallidus 1 2

39 White-fronted Plover Anarhynchus marginatus 1 3

4 Greater Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis 1 2

1 Lesser Jacana Microparra capensis 1 1

69 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 2 15

6 Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 4

6 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 1

1 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1

9 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 4

16 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 2

11 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 3

6 Ruff Calidris pugnax 1

1006 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 2 2

129 Sanderling Calidris alba 1 3

141 Little Stint Calidris minuta 3
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1 Small Buttonquail Turnix sylvaticus 1

17 Double-banded Courser Smutsornis africanus 1 2

15 Temminck's Courser Cursorius temminckii 1 5

1 Gray-hooded Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 1 1

103 Hartlaub's Gull Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 1 5

128 Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 1 5

6 Damara Tern Sternula balaenarum 2 1

9 Great Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 1 3

284 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 3

1 Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor 2 1

27 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 6

200 Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 1

217 African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 1 4

10 Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii 3 3

7 Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 3 5

59 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 1 10

12 Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 1 5

14 African Darter Anhinga rufa 9

53 Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 16

3 Crowned Cormorant Microcarbo coronatus 1
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1006 Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis 2

14 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 4

4 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 3

27 African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 2 7

11 Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 4

1 African Spoonbill Platalea alba 1

3 Dwarf Bittern Botaurus sturmii 2 3

1 Little Bittern Botaurus minutus 1

12 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 2

12 Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula 2 6

1 Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 1

13 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 10

3 White-backed Night Heron Calherodius leuconotus 2 1

6 Little Heron Butorides atricapilla 1 5

5 Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris 2 3

5 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 5

106 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 19

11 Great Egret Ardea alba 1 7

1 Yellow-billed Egret Ardea brachyrhyncha 1

28 Gray Heron Ardea cinerea 13

6/30/26, 3:59 PM Field Guides Birding Tours--NAMIBIA & BOTSWANA, 2026 (with Tarry Butcher) - eBird Trip Report

https://ebird.org/tripreport/505298 8/20

https://ebird.org/species/capcor1
https://ebird.org/species/grecor
https://ebird.org/species/gloibi
https://ebird.org/species/sacibi2
https://ebird.org/species/hadibi1
https://ebird.org/species/afrspo1
https://ebird.org/species/dwabit1
https://ebird.org/species/litbit1
https://ebird.org/species/bcnher
https://ebird.org/species/slaegr1
https://ebird.org/species/blaher1
https://ebird.org/species/litegr
https://ebird.org/species/wbnher1
https://ebird.org/species/strher1
https://ebird.org/species/rubher2
https://ebird.org/species/squher1
https://ebird.org/species/categr1
https://ebird.org/species/greegr
https://ebird.org/species/integr3
https://ebird.org/species/graher1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1782850647453.1782853161106.640&__hssc=60209138.1.1782853161106&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1782850647453.1782853161106.640&__hssc=60209138.1.1782853161106&__hsfp=fee3e8fa2eb3b70341943099007aab82
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true


1 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1

3 Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 1 2

20 Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 2 10

64 Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 6

14 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 9

3 African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 1 3

5 White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 2 3

16 Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos 2 5

1 Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 1 1

65 White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 4 7

14 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 6 10

1 Black-chested Snake-Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 1

6 Brown Snake-Eagle Circaetus cinereus 1 4

3 Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 2 3

2 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 2

7 Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 1 5

5 African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 1 3

5 Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 1 3

12 Pale Chanting-Goshawk Melierax canorus 2 8

1 Little Sparrowhawk Tachyspiza minulla 1 1
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2 Shikra Tachyspiza badia 2 2

2 Ovambo Sparrowhawk Accipiter ovampensis 3 1

1 Black Goshawk Astur melanoleucus 1

1 African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 1 1

1 Black Harrier Circus maurus 3 1

13 African Fish-Eagle Icthyophaga vocifer 2 7

10 Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 3 4

6 African Scops-Owl Otus senegalensis 1 3

2 Southern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis granti 3 1

1 Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 1

4 Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Ketupa lactea 2 2

2 Pel's Fishing-Owl Scotopelia peli 1 1

13 Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 4 10

3 African Barred Owlet Glaucidium capense 2 3

2 African Wood-Owl Strix woodfordii 1

34 White-backed Mousebird Colius colius 1 3

24 Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 1 4

7 Common Hoopoe Upupa epops 6

38 Green Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 9

13 Violet Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus damarensis 2 2
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6 Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 1 3

19 Southern Ground-Hornbill Bucorvus leadbeateri 2 3

4 Bradfield's Hornbill Lophoceros bradfieldi 1 4

58 African Gray Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus 1 18

26 Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 1 12

11 Monteiro's Hornbill Tockus monteiri 1 5

93 Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 1 9

19 Damara Red-billed Hornbill Tockus damarensis 2 6

73 White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 4 4

40 Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 1 10

10 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 2 4

6 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus 1 2

3 Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 1 3

1 Gray-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 2 1

3 Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 1 3

3 Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 2

2 Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 1

8 Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 4

21 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 10

48 Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 1 13
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1 Racket-tailed Roller Coracias spatulatus 2 1

11 Purple Roller Coracias naevius 2 9

6 Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 1 5

2 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus 1

19 Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 15

6 Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 6

8 Bearded Woodpecker Chloropicus namaquus 3 5

2 Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 2

4 Bennett's Woodpecker Campethera bennettii 4 1

3 Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 1 3

2 Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus 1 2

7 Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus 5

5 Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 2

1 Red-necked Falcon Falco chicquera 1

2 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 1 2

123 Rosy-faced Lovebird Agapornis roseicollis 4 10

33 Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri 3 9

6 Rüppell's Parrot Poicephalus rueppellii 1 2

2 Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 2

1 Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 1
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7 African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus 2

1 African Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 1

10 White-tailed Shrike Lanioturdus torquatus 3 4

21 Pririt Batis Batis pririt 10

19 White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 1 3

6 Brubru Nilaus afer 1 4

21 Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 1 9

4 Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 4

18 Gabon Boubou Laniarius bicolor 1 8

14 Crimson-breasted Gonolek Laniarius atrococcineus 1 10

2 Bokmakierie Telophorus zeylonus 1

1 Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 1

102 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 31

2 African Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 2

50 Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 9

1 Lesser Gray Shrike Lanius minor 1 1

4 Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 1 4

32 White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens 1 5

13 Cape Crow Corvus capensis 4

24 Pied Crow Corvus albus 7
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5 Southern Black-Tit Melaniparus niger 3

12 Carp's Tit Melaniparus carpi 3 3

6 Ashy Tit Melaniparus cinerascens 1 4

10 Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 2 2

4 Gray's Lark Ammomanopsis grayi 1 1

1 Karoo Long-billed Lark Certhilauda subcoronata 1 1

18 Dusky Lark Pinarocorys nigricans 3 3

23 Gray-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix verticalis 3

6 Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota 4 5

5 Fawn-colored Lark Calendulauda africanoides 2 3

2 Dune Lark Calendulauda erythrochlamys 3 1

7 Stark's Lark Spizocorys starki 1 2

8 Pink-billed Lark Spizocorys conirostris 1 1

8 Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 3

9 Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 5

7 Rockrunner Achaetops pycnopygius 3 4

10 Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 5

8 Burnt-neck Eremomela Eremomela usticollis 3

3 Barred Wren-Warbler Calamonastes fasciolatus 1 3

28 Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 15
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3 Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 2

6 Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 2

29 Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 1 16

4 Rufous-eared Warbler Malcorus pectoralis 1

8 Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 6

1 Chirping Cisticola Cisticola pipiens 1 1

3 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 1

3 Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 2 2

2 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 1

1 Common Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 1 1

4 Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 3

7 Greater Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus rufescens 2 2

9 Gray-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga 2

6 Banded Martin Neophedina cincta 2

42 Plain Martin Riparia paludicola 6

48 Southern Crag-Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 15

2 Pearl-breasted Swallow Hirundo dimidiata 2 1

2 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 1

2 White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 1

12 Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 5
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5 Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata 3

25 Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 6

4 South African Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera 1 1

2 Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 1

5 Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 1 2

22 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 7

41 Black-fronted Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans 14

35 Chestnut-vented Warbler Curruca subcoerulea 12

2 Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus 1 1

8 Southern Yellow White-eye Zosterops anderssoni 2

22 Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 4

18 Bare-cheeked Babbler Turdoides gymnogenys 2 2

35 Hartlaub's Babbler Turdoides hartlaubii 3 6

5 Black-faced Babbler Turdoides melanops 2 1

32 Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythroryncha 10

24 Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 7

95 Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 10

23 Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 4

79 Pale-winged Starling Onychognathus nabouroup 1 12

119 Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis 1 10
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16 Meves's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii 8

21 Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 2 6

35 Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 1 11

7 Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa 4

5 Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 2

27 Marico Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis 3 13

14 Chat Flycatcher Agricola infuscatus 3

1 Gray Tit-Flycatcher Fraseria plumbea 1

2 Ashy Flycatcher Fraseria caerulescens 2

1 Herero Chat Namibornis herero 2 1

5 Southern Black-Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 2

9 Kalahari Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas paena 3

6 White-browed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 3 4

2 White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 1 2

4 Short-toed Rock-Thrush Monticola brevipes 4

4 African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 2

5 Tractrac Chat Emarginata tractrac 1

6 Mountain Chat Myrmecocichla monticola 5

4 Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 3

9 Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris 8
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10 Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 3

12 Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 7

2 White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 1

13 Dusky Sunbird Cinnyris fuscus 1 8

56 Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver Bubalornis niger 7

36 Scaly Weaver Sporopipes squamifrons 1 7

100 White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 18

195 Sociable Weaver Philetairus socius 2 8

15 Holub's Golden-Weaver Ploceus xanthops 6

5 Southern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus xanthopterus 1

35 Southern Masked-Weaver Ploceus velatus 1 10

26 Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 2

23 Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 4

5 Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 1

4 Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 1 2

4 Grosbeak Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 1

21 Black-faced Waxbill Brunhilda erythronotos 5

33 Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 5

25 Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis 3 3

6 Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 1
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8 Violet-eared Waxbill Granatina granatina 4

26 Southern Cordonbleu Uraeginthus angolensis 8

7 Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 1 4

2 Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 1

2 Brown Firefinch Lagonosticta nitidula 1

7 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 1 2

6 Eastern Paradise-Whydah Vidua paradisaea 1 1

21 Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua regia 4

20 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 6

18 Great Rufous Sparrow Passer motitensis 1 7

134 Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus 6

48 Southern Gray-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 11

30 Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 10

9 African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 3

6 African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 4

15 Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys 2 3

5 Buffy Pipit Anthus vaalensis 1 3

15 Black-throated Canary Crithagra atrogularis 1 5

6 Yellow Canary Crithagra flaviventris 1 3

4 Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 2
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5 Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani 1 1

3 Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 1 2

EXOTIC: PROVISIONAL

7 House Crow Corvus splendens 2

HYBRIDS

2 Southern x Damara Red-billed Hornbill (hybrid) Tockus rufirostris x damarensis 1
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