
 
 

Trip Report — New Guinea & Australia 2025 
 
October 4-23, 2025 with Jay VanderGaast 

New Guinea's lush highland forests are home to a number of birds-of-paradise, including the 
amazing male Stephanie's Astrapia captured in this lovely photo by participant Lyle Hamilton. 
 
Though this tour has sometimes been thought of as a "lite" birding trip, or 
less hardcore than many of the other tours on our schedule, I don't really 
think that's an accurate portrayal of this tour in general. Certainly it doesn't 
compare to our survey tours of either PNG or Australia; the coverage of both 
countries is far more complete on those tours. But to write it off as a "lite" 
birding option is being a bit too dismissive. I've always thought of this trip as 
one that appeals to people who might only be able to make one big jaunt to 
this part of the world, and my approach has always been to try to help them 
to see as many of the iconic creatures --birds, mammals, reptiles, etc-- as we 
possibly can. And there is sure a lot to see! This tour regularly tallies around 



400 species of birds, 20+ species of mammals, a dozen or more herps, not to 
mention numerous beautiful butterflies, dragonflies, and so much more. 

The diversity of a few groups really stands out here. Cuckoos are quite 
numerous, and there are 11 species on our checklist. Of these, we only 
missed one outright (with a couple of other species heard only), but recorded 
13 species as we also had 3 write-in cuckoos! Pigeons are incredibly diverse 
in this region, and we tallied 24 of 29 listed species. For kingfishers, we saw 
12 of the 15 listed species (with one other heard-only), plus an additional 
write-in, for parrots (including cockatoos), we tallied 24 out of 26 listed 
species, with 2 extra write-ins. There are also 50+ honeyeaters shown on our 
checklist, and we picked up 80% of these. And then there are the birds that 
are arguably the biggest draw on this tour: the incredible birds-of-paradise. 
We recorded all 14 species that are shown on our checklist, with great looks 
at 11, plus added an additional species as a heard-only. As the heard-only 
species included 2 rather dull manucodes and one of 3 very similar riflebirds, 
the only truly distinctive one we missed seeing was Magnificent BoP, as a 
vocal male just refused to emerge from the dense scrub in which it was 
hidden. In addition to all this, there are a bunch of families that are endemic 
to this region, including 7 that are found only in PNG. We had great looks of 
at least one member of nearly all these endemic families, including all 7 of 
the PNG endemic families. All this adds up to a very successful tour indeed! 



Participant Mary Trombley snapped this portrait of a pair of Radjah Shelducks feeding in a 
shallow pond in the Cairns region. 
 
Kicking things off in the Cairns region, one of the most diverse areas of 
Australia, we really hit the ground running, tallying some great birds like 
White-browed Crake, Comb-crested Jacana, and Orange-footed Megapode 
at Cattana Wetlands, loads of shorebirds at the Barron River mouth, 
including Terek Sandpiper, and my first ever Broad-billed Sandpiper for 
Australia, and Torresian Kingfisher, Double-eyed Fig-Parrot, and Crimson 
Finches at Yorkey's Knob all before lunch on the first day! We finished the 
day with more shorebirds along the fabulous Esplanade, with Australian 
Terns and a nice flyover Australian Hobby as bonuses, then a final foray to 
Centenary Lakes, where a pair of lovely Radjah Shelducks and gangly 
Magpie Geese put a nice finishing touch on a very birdy first day! A return 
visit to Centenary Lakes early the next morning rewarded us with great looks 
at a Rufous Owl before we headed up into the Atherton Tablelands for the 
next couple of days.  



The tablelands region just has so much to see that it's hard to whittle it down 
to just a few highlights, but there are always some that stood out from the 
others. This trip, this included some incredible looks at a group of Varied 
Sittellas at Granite Gorge, along with the more expected treats there like 
Squatter Pigeon, Pale-headed Rosella, and those adorable Mareeba Rock-
Wallabies. Early mornings around our Lake Eacham lodging offered up 
stunners like Rose-crowned and Wompoo fruit-doves, Black-faced and 
Australian Spectacled monarchs, Spotted Catbird, and even a surprise Red-
necked Crake, while at night, a pair of Australian Boobooks and a striking 
Striped Possum were just fantastic. Nearby, we spent a couple of afternoons 
staking out local creeks for Platypus, being rewarded with some incredible 
looks, with Buff-banded Rail, Shining Flycatcher and White-cheeked 
Honeyeaters among the birds that vied for our attention. A couple of visits to 
Lake Barrine led to great encounters with furtive Chowchillas, a vocal Tooth-
billed Bowerbird at his lek, and the exquisite Pied Monarch, while a male 
Golden Bowerbird at his enormous bower highlighted a visit to the Crater. 
The dry eucalypt forests gave us views of Little Lorikeets and handsome 
Eastern Shrike-Tits, and a return visit to the Mareeba area on our final day 
allowed us to catch up with local specialties like Emu, Australian Bustard, a 
surprise group of Apostlebirds, and a delightful male Lovely Fairywren. And 
of course I have to mention our incredible, close encounter with a huge 
Southern Cassowary along the coast south of Cairns, voted the top bird in 
Australia for the tour! 



It's easy to understand why the stunning male Regent Bowerbird was chosen as the symbol of 
O'Reilly's Rainforest Retreat! Photo by participant Todd McLeish. 
 
All too soon, our time in Far North Queensland had drawn to a close and we 
boarded a flight for the short hop across the Coral Sea to Port Moresby, 
capital of Papua New Guinea. Despite the relatively small distance, it was 
obvious from the start that PNG is a much different place. The contrast just in 
bird activity alone was almost jarring; where Cairns was crawling with birds -
-thick-knees, megapodes, lorikeets, etc-- here there were few to be seen 
between the airport and our hotel. But while the birds might not be on quite 
as friendly terms with the human population here, there are still some great 
places to see them, and we headed straightaway to one of the best, the 
incomparable Varirata National Park. With less than 2 hours of daylight 
remaining, we focused on the eucalypt savannah along the entrance road, 
and had a wonderful introduction to PNG's avifauna. Pigeons and parrots 
were well-represented here, and we enjoyed super looks at prizes like Zoe's 
Imperial-Pigeon, Pink-spotted Fruit-Dove, Papuan Eclectus, Black-capped 
Lory, Coconut Lorikeet, and even a pair of shy Papuan King-Parrots. Streak-



headed Honeyeater, Barred and Boyer's cuckooshrIkes, Hooded Butcherbird, 
and Yellow-faced Mynas were among the other nice finds here, but the most 
magical moment came near the end of the day, when a group of 33 
enormous Blyth's Hornbills winged by right overhead! What a treat!  

The next day found us right back at Varirata, though this time we headed 
straight for the famous lek of the country's national bird, the stunning 
Raggiana Bird-of-Paradise. And seeing them couldn't have been easier, as 
we found them calling and displaying right above the road! After spending 
some time enjoying the show, we turned our attention towards tracking 
down some of the other quality species to be found in the park. And what 
quality! Through the course of the day, we had wonderful encounters with 
Beautiful Fruit-Dove, Purple-tailed Imperial-Pigeon, Barred Owlet-Nightjar, 
Barking Owl, Papuan Dwarf-Kingfisher, Brown-headed Paradise-Kingfisher, 
Eastern Hooded Pitta, Rusty and Hooded pitohuis, Frilled Monarch, White-
faced Robin, and many more. If you're like me, all these great birds just got 
you more excited about what we would find on our return visit in a few days! 
On our way back to the city, we made a stop at the grounds of the Pacific 
Adventist University (PAU) for a quick look around, despite the gloomy, rainy 
afternoon. We kept our visit short due to the wet conditions, but still 
managed to see many of the birds we were hoping for, including dapper Pied 
Herons and a soggy-looking Papuan Frogmouth, before making an early 
return to our hotel.  



Looking for King-of-Saxony Bird-of-Paradise at Murmur Pass. We also saw Plum-faced 
Lorikeet, Mottled Berryhunter, Blue-capped Ifrita, and Tit Berrypecker from this spot, among 
many others! Photo by participant Mary Trombley. 
 
On the docket next was a trip up to the highlands, home to many species of 
birds-of-paradise and a whole load of other unique birds. A rather late arrival 
only allowed us a little time to enjoy the feeders at Kumul Lodge, our home 
for the next 3 nights, but with Brown Sicklebill and Ribbon-tailed Astrapia 
among the visitors, no one minded much! Besides which, we filled the next 
two and a half days tracking down a fantastic assortment of great species. 
The first two mornings were devoted to Lesser BoP and Blue BoP, and we 
eventually got fine views of both, with a supporting cast of birds such as 
Goldie's Lorikeet, Ornate Melidectes, Black-headed Whistler, Yellow-
breasted Bowerbird, Torrent Flyrobin, and Greater Lophorina, to name a few. 
But it was the afternoons at Murmur Pass that really stood out, with 
gorgeous males of King-of-Saxony BoP and Stephanie's Astrapia, Yellow-
billed, Orange-billed, and Plum-faced lorikeets, Loria's Satinbird, Tit 



Berrypecker, and Blue-capped Ifrita among the many fantastic birds we saw 
here. We also managed to get incredible looks at the scarce Mottled 
Berryhunter, a monotypic species that we often struggle to see!  

As we woke to our final morning at the lodge, there were still a number of 
key species we hoped to track down before our return to Port Moresby. 
Things got off to a great start at breakfast, when one of the lodge staff 
members beckoned us outside to see a male Crested Satinbird she'd spotted. 
It played a bit hard to get initially, but then ended up dropping to the lawn in 
front of the cabins and hopped about on the grass in full view just a few 
yards away! Easily my best ever encounter with this stunning species! It was 
hard to imagine the morning getting any better, and yet it did, as over our 
remaining hours at the lodge, we nailed nearly all of our most-hoped for 
targets. The bizarre Wattled Ploughbill with its huge, bubblegum-pink 
wattles- check! The lovely Eastern Crested Berrypecker-check! The skulking 
Lesser Melampitta-check! All three of our main targets showed beautifully! 
Heading back to the lodge to pack up, there was just one more species on our 
list of targets, the charming Black-breasted Boatbill, and soon, it too, popped 
out for some super looks! The morning's success made the long wait at the 
airport for our delayed flight that much more tolerable! 



Australasia has more than a few fancy-looking pigeons; the colourful Purple-tailed Imperial-
Pigeon in this photo by participant Lyle Hamilton is just one of many we saw. 
 
For our final day in PNG, we opted to start with a return visit to PAU, since 
our first visit was rainy and miserable. It turned out to be a good decision, as 
not only did we get better views of all the birds we'd seen on the first visit, 
but we also added a handful of new species, including an unexpected 
Oriental Cuckoo, Dusky Lory, Common Paradise-Kingfisher, Glossy-mantled 
Manucode, and Gray-headed Munia. Then it was back up to Varirata to carry 
on with our exploration of the park. Things started off well with smashing 
looks at a Hook-billed Kingfisher, an often tough to see bird, and one that is 
quite rare in the park. We then spent the next few hours working our way up 
a ridgeline trail, with mixed flock after mixed flock producing a bunch of great 
birds including Stout-billed Cuckooshrike, Black Cicadabird, Fairy and 
Yellow-bellied gerygones, Chestnut-bellied Fantail, the unique and beautiful 
Goldenface, and Spot-winged and Golden monarchs, the latter being my first 
ever in the park. A pair of Long-tailed Honey Buzzards circled above, a flock 
of tiny Buff-faced Pygmy-Parrots scrambled around high in the canopy, and 



perhaps the biggest prize, a pair of rarely-seen Papuan Hanging-Parrots, 
gave us fantastic looks as they fed in a flowering tree right over the trail. As 
we ate our lunch back at the picnic area, we were joined by a stunning 
Yellow-billed Kingfisher as it sat nearby, a couple of feet off the ground, and 
eventually pounced on an unwary skink before flying off to enjoy its own 
lunch. As expected, the heat of the afternoon was quiet, but a short jaunt 
along another trail did turn up yet another rare and tough to see species, a 
shy Ochre-breasted Catbird, a bird I've only seen a couple of times 
previously! A late afternoon stop back along the entrance road turned up one 
more rarity when an Oriental Hobby flew past overhead, quite a finish to an 
excellent day of birding! 

Huge Australian Pelicans were a common sight along Australia's coast. Participant Todd 
McLeish snapped this great photo of one tossing back a fish it had just caught. 
 
The final leg of the trip had us flying back across to Australia for a couple of 
stops further south along the east coast. We began in Brisbane, where, 
before heading up to our main venue, the incomparable O'Reilly's, we made a 
few birding forays nearer to the city. The Port of Brisbane Wetlands 



produced a few waterbirds that we had not seen, including elegant Black 
Swans, and attractive Chestnut Teals, as well as a couple of mangrove 
specialists in the form of Mangrove Gerygone and Mangrove Honeyeater, 
plus a few Black Flying-Foxes roosting in a stand of tall eucalyptus. Another 
stop at Daisy Hill turned up a couple of nice sightings, like White-throated 
Gerygone, Variegated Fairywren, and Square-tailed Kite, plus our first of 
three Tawny Frogmouth nests, with our second nest coming at our very next 
stop for lunch in Canungra! Finishing the day at O'Reilly's, we enjoyed some 
up close and personal views of some of the many habituated birds that have 
made this place so famous among birders. Crimson Rosellas, Australian King 
Parrots, stunning Regent and Satin bowerbirds, Eastern Whipbird, and Red-
browed Firetails were among the many birds for which binoculars really 
weren't necessary! The next couple of days were devoted to tracking down 
some of the more difficult prizes at this beautiful locale. Gorgeous Noisy 
Pittas and the range-restricted Albert's Lyrebird, often two of the most 
difficult species, both gave themselves up with little difficulty, while 
Australian Logrunners, the dapper Wonga Pigeon, lovely Rose Robins, 
Spotted Pardalotes, and White-eared Monarchs, and Russet-tailed Thrush 
all showed beautifully, and a male Paradise Riflebird put on a great show as 
he displayed for a nearby female. We also had a couple of forays after dark, 
with smashing views of both Marbled Frogmouth and Australian Owlet-
Nightjar, as well as Lamington Spiny Crayfish, Eastern Ringtail Possums, and 
the fascinating glowworms as rewards for our efforts! 



Though widespread in Australia, Varied Sittellas are quite unpredictable, and you never know 
where, or if, you might see them. We were fortunate to come across a couple of parties of them, 
including at Granite Gorge, where participant Lyle Hamilton took this super shot. 
 
Saying goodbye to O'Reilly's and the Brisbane region, we once again 
grabbed a flight, this time heading down to Sydney for one final day of 
birding at the wonderful Royal National Park. Though extreme high 
temperatures and strong winds led to some worry that the park would be 
closed, the day actually started off quite cool, overcast, and calm, and we 
took full advantage, tracking down one of our big targets, the amazing 
Superb Lyrebird, before both the heat and the wind really picked up. Our 
quick success with the lyrebird allowed us the time to do a bit of exploring, 
and we next headed to an area of heathland I had not been to before. It was 
a great choice, as several heathland species I'd been struggling with in the 
park in recent years showed well here, including Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater, Chestnut-rumped Heathwren, and the awesome Southern 
Emuwren, with Wedge-tailed Eagle and Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo other 
nice finds here. By this time the temperatures were soaring, and the wind 
was blowing hard, and we learned at lunch that, while the park would 



remain open, all hiking trails were closed for the day. While the remainder of 
our birding day was limited to areas not closed off, our luck held, as we 
managed to find both the tricky Rockwarbler, a highly localized NSW 
endemic, and a Beautiful Firetail in spite of the hot, windy conditions. With 
that, we left the park behind, with one final stop to look for Powerful Owl, 
yet another success as we quickly found a bird clutching half a possum in its 
talons! 

This was my tenth time leading this particular tour, and while I've enjoyed 
them all, this had to be one of the best. Having a small group of clients that 
gelled really well was a big part of that, so thanks are due to the 5 of you 
that joined me on this year's tour. It was great travelling with you, sharing the 
incredible birds and other wildlife of this region with you, and getting to 
know you all, and I look forward to seeing you all on another tour soon! 

A trip to PNG is not complete without a day (or even 2, as we do!) at the fantastic Varirata 
National Park. The charming White-faced Robin is just one of a great number of incredible birds 
we tracked down there. Photo by guide Jay VanderGaast. 



Here is a list of the mammals seen on the tour: 

Platypus (Ornithorhynchus anatinus): Amazing views at a couple of places in 
the Yungaburra region. 
Speckled Dasyure (Neophascogale lorentzii): seen a couple of times at Kumul 
Lodge, though at least one sighting may have been of Black-tailed Dasyure 
(Murexia melanura). 
Long-nosed Bandicoot (Perameles nasuta): at the feeding station at 
Chambers. 
Common Brush-tailed Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula): I have to retract our 
Coppery Brush-tailed Possum, as the one we saw at the Curtain Fig was 
actually this species. 
Short-eared Brush-tailed Possum (Trichosurus caninus): O'Reilly's. 
Eastern Ring-tailed Possum (Pseudocheirus peregrinus) : On the night walk 
at O'Reilly's. 
Green Ring-tailed Possum (Pseudochirops archeri): a couple at the Curtain 
Fig. 
Torresian Striped Possum (Dactylopsila trivirgata): at the feeding station at 
Chambers. 
Musky Rat Kangaroo (Hypsiprymnodon moschatus): the smallest macropod. 
We had one at Lake Barrine. 
Red-necked Pademelon (Thylogale thetis): numerous after dark at O'Reilly's. 
Red-legged Pademelon (Thylogale stigmatica): a couple after dark at 
Chambers. 
Mareeba Rock Wallaby  (Petrogale mareeba): Granite Gorge. 
Agile Wallaby (Notamacropus agilis): Several places in the Atherton 
Tablelands. 
Red-necked Wallaby (Notamacropus rufogriseus): Nice looks at Daisy Hill. 
Whip-tailed Wallaby (Notamacropus parryi): A couple of these lovely 
wallabies were on the drive up to O'Reilly's. 
Eastern Gray Kangaroo (Macropus giganteus): Mareeba golf course. 
Black Flying Fox (Pteropus alecto): A few in tall trees at the Port of Brisbane 
Wetlands. 
Spectacled Flying Fox (Pteropus conspicillatus): A big noisy camp along 
Peterson Creek in Yungaburra. 



Gray-headed Flying Fox (Pteropus poliocephalus): A massive camp of these 
were along the Canungra Creek. 
Roof Rat (Rattus rattus): one at the feeding station at Chambers. An 
introduced pest. 
White-tailed Giant Rat (Uromys caudimaculatus): several at the Curtain Fig, 
found by their loud chewing sounds! 
Humpback Whale (Megaptera novaeangliae): a couple from the sea watch 
spot at Royal NP. 
Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops aduncus): a pod of about half a 
dozen from the Royal NP sea watch spot, though this identification is only 
tentative.  

We also saw the following herps:  

Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus): one at Cattana Wetlands. Not a 
species we usually see on the tour. 
Australian (Eastern) Water Dragon (Intellagama lesueurii): common along 
waterways in eastern Australia. 
Frill-necked Lizard (Chlamydosaurus kingii): one near Granite Gorge. 
Southern Leaf-tailed Gecko (Saltuarius swainii): inside the Wishing Tree. 
Carpet Python (Morelia spilota): One coiled up in the grass at O'Reilly's. 
Australian Scrub Python (Simalia kinghorni): the large python crossing the 
road at Chambers was this species, not Amethyst, as I had thought. 
Red-bellied Black Snake (Pseudechis porphyriacus): one at O'Reilly's. 
Eastern Short-necked Turtle (Emydura macquarii): aka Krefft's Turtle. Seen in 
the Cairns region. 
Eastern Saw-shelled Turtle (Myuchelys latisternum): Along the platypus 
stream in Yungaburra. 
Cane Toad (Rhinella marina): at Chambers and Varirata NP. 
Orange-eyed Tree Frog (Chlorohyla chloris): the very loud green frog outside 
of O'Reilly's entrance doors. 
Fletcher's Frog (Platyplectrum fletcheri); the frog near the glowworms seems 
to be this species and not the Fleay's Barred Frog as we thought. 



You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this 
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/451095 

You can see my iNaturalist report of non-avian taxa at this 
link: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/wildlife-of-papua-new-guinea-
and-australia-2025 

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this 
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/naz25TRIPLIST.pdf 

-- Jay 
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Species Observed Checklists Species with Photos

LIFERS 17

Species Observed Show all details

1 Southern Cassowary Casuarius casuarius 1 1

2 Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae 1

129 Magpie Goose Anseranas semipalmata 5

5 Plumed Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna eytoni 1

28 Wandering Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arcuata 3

31 Black Swan Cygnus atratus 2

14 Radjah Shelduck Radjah radjah 4

2 Green Pygmy-Goose Nettapus pulchellus 1

50 Maned Duck Chenonetta jubata 5

437 Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa 15

100 Gray Teal Anas gracilis 3

60 Chestnut Teal Anas castanea 2

65 Hardhead Aythya australis 2

55 Australian Brushturkey Alectura lathami 14

4 Yellow-legged Brushturkey Talegalla fuscirostris 3

18 Orange-footed Megapode Megapodius reinwardt 7

2 Brown Quail Synoicus ypsilophorus 1

25 Rock Pigeon Columba livia 4

4 White-headed Pigeon Columba leucomela 2 2

2 Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis 2

18 Brown Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia phasianella 7
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18 Amboyna Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia amboinensis 4

5 Black-billed Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia nigrirostris 1

4 Pacific Emerald Dove Chalcophaps longirostris 3

16 Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes 6

4 Squatter Pigeon Geophaps scripta 1

7 Wonga Pigeon Leucosarcia melanoleuca 5

63 Peaceful Dove Geopelia placida 18

28 Bar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis 16

2 Pheasant Pigeon Otidiphaps nobilis 1

14 Wompoo Fruit-Dove Megaloprepia magnifica 1 10

3 Dwarf Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus nainus 2

4 Superb Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus superbus 2

1 Orange-bellied Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus iozonus 1

10 Pink-spotted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus perlatus 4

8 Beautiful Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus pulchellus 3

5 Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus regina 4

2 Purple-tailed Imperial-Pigeon Ducula rufigaster 1 2

5 Zoe's Imperial-Pigeon Ducula zoeae 1

210 Torresian Imperial-Pigeon Ducula spilorrhoa 10

45 Topknot Pigeon Lopholaimus antarcticus 6

2 Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis 1 1

1 Greater Black Coucal Centropus menbeki 1 1

11 Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus 6

5 Dwarf Koel Microdynamis parva 4
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7 Pacific Koel Eudynamys orientalis 7

7 Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae 5

1 Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites basalis 1

1 Rufous-throated Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites ruficollis 1

11 Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites lucidus 8

5 Little Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites minutillus 4

4 White-crowned Cuckoo Caliechthrus leucolophus 3

1 Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo Cacomantis castaneiventris 1

13 Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis 13

6 Sahul Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus 5

1 Oriental Cuckoo Cuculus optatus 1

3 Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus 1

5 Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides 2 3

2 Marbled Frogmouth Podargus ocellatus 1

3 Papuan Frogmouth Podargus papuensis 2 2

1 Australian Owlet-nightjar Aegotheles cristatus 1

1 Barred Owlet-nightjar Aegotheles bennettii 1 1

22 Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta 11

12 Mountain Swiftlet Aerodramus hirundinaceus 2

90 Australian Swiftlet Aerodramus terraereginae 7

7 Uniform Swiftlet Aerodramus vanikorensis 2

1 Chestnut Forest Rail Rallicula rubra 1

1 Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis 1 1
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104 Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa 6

41 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 3

134 Australasian Swamphen Porphyrio melanotus 8

2 White-browed Crake Poliolimnas cinereus 1

1 Red-necked Crake Rallina tricolor 1

2 Brolga Antigone rubicunda 1

50 Sarus Crane Antigone antigone 3

36 Bush Thick-knee Burhinus grallarius 8

61 Pied Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus 2

4 Pied Oystercatcher Haematopus longirostris 2

3 Pacific Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva 1

4 Black-fronted Dotterel Thinornis melanops 3

78 Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles 16

15 Siberian Sand-Plover Anarhynchus mongolus 2

2 Greater Sand-Plover Anarhynchus leschenaultii 2

3 Red-capped Plover Anarhynchus ruficapillus 1

15 Comb-crested Jacana Irediparra gallinacea 5

22 Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 3

7 Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis 4

17 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 3

1 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 1

2 Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 2

4 Gray-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes 2
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1 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 1

80 Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris 2

1 Broad-billed Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus 1

42 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata 2

6 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 1

50 Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 2

111 Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae 5

13 Little Tern Sternula albifrons 2

24 Australian Tern Gelochelidon macrotarsa 1 3

3 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 3

9 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 1

3 Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis 1

7 Great Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 2

55 Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 6

192 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 3

75 Wedge-tailed Shearwater Ardenna pacifica 1

25 Australasian Darter Anhinga novaehollandiae 13

19 Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos 9

16 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 4

84 Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 10

8 Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius 1

129 Australian Ibis Threskiornis molucca 14

22 Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis 3
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65 Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia 6

22 Nankeen Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus 1 5

2 Pacific Reef-Heron Egretta sacra 2

27 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 10

36 Pied Heron Egretta picata 2

11 White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae 5

2 Little Heron Butorides atricapilla 1

99 Eastern Cattle-Egret Ardea coromanda 8

2 Pacific Heron Ardea pacifica 2

28 Great Egret Ardea alba 11

10 Plumed Egret Ardea plumifera 8

95 Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus 9

3 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 3

1 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris 1

4 Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata 3

1 Square-tailed Kite Lophoictinia isura 1

2 Long-tailed Honey-buzzard Henicopernis longicauda 1

5 Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax 4

1 Gray Goshawk Tachyspiza novaehollandiae 1

6 Brown Goshawk Tachyspiza fasciata 6

1 Papuan Harrier Circus spilothorax 1

1 Swamp Harrier Circus approximans 1

2 Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis 2
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64 Black Kite Milvus migrans 13

15 Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 8

5 Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus 4

2 White-bellied Sea-Eagle Icthyophaga leucogaster 2

1 Rufous Owl Ninox rufa 1

1 Powerful Owl Ninox strenua 1 1

4 Barking Owl Ninox connivens 1

2 Australian Boobook Ninox boobook 1

41 Blyth's Hornbill Rhyticeros plicatus 4

13 Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus 5

2 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1

3 Azure Kingfisher Ceyx azureus 1 3

4 Papuan Dwarf-Kingfisher Ceyx solitarius 1

20 Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae 13

3 Blue-winged Kookaburra Dacelo leachii 2

10 Rufous-bellied Kookaburra Dacelo gaudichaud 3

12 Forest Kingfisher Todiramphus macleayii 10

9 Torresian Kingfisher Todiramphus sordidus 5

10 Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus 8

1 Hook-billed Kingfisher Melidora macrorrhina 2 1

12 Yellow-billed Kingfisher Syma torotoro 4 4

1 Mountain Kingfisher Syma megarhyncha 1

3 Common Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera galatea 1
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2 Brown-headed Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera danae 1

5 Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis 3

3 Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides 3

1 Oriental Hobby Falco severus 1

2 Australian Hobby Falco longipennis 2

2 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo Zanda funerea 1

24 Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii 1 2

6 Galah Eolophus roseicapilla 2

8 Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea 3

81 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita 18

5 Buff-faced Pygmy-Parrot Micropsitta pusio 1

24 Australian King-Parrot Alisterus scapularis 4

6 Papuan King-Parrot Alisterus chloropterus 2

1 Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus 1

12 Papuan Eclectus Eclectus polychloros 7

20 Red-cheeked Parrot Geoffroyus geoffroyi 6

8 Brehm's Tiger-Parrot Psittacella brehmii 3

89 Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans 1 9

10 Pale-headed Rosella Platycercus adscitus 1 4

14 Double-eyed Fig-Parrot Cyclopsitta diophthalma 7

13 Plum-faced Lorikeet Oreopsittacus arfaki 3

2 Stella's Lorikeet Charmosyna stellae 2

6 Yellow-billed Lorikeet Neopsittacus musschenbroekii 2
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4 Orange-billed Lorikeet Neopsittacus pullicauda 2

9 Black-capped Lory Lorius lory 4

6 Little Lorikeet Psitteuteles pusillus 1

42 Dusky Lory Chalcopsitta fuscata 1

12 Goldie's Lorikeet Glossoptilus goldiei 1

4 Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus 2

46 Coconut Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus 6

205 Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus moluccanus 2 28

3 Papuan Hanging-Parrot Loriculus aurantiifrons 1

1 Papuan Pitta Erythropitta macklotii 1

2 Eastern Hooded Pitta Pitta novaeguineae 2

8 Noisy Pitta Pitta versicolor 5

3 Albert's Lyrebird Menura alberti 3

1 Superb Lyrebird Menura novaehollandiae 1

1 Ochre-breasted Catbird Ailuroedus stonii 1

7 Spotted Catbird Ailuroedus maculosus 4

16 Green Catbird Ailuroedus crassirostris 7

6 Tooth-billed Bowerbird Scenopoeetes dentirostris 3

1 Archbold's Bowerbird Archboldia papuensis 1

1 Golden Bowerbird Prionodura newtoniana 1 1

18 Regent Bowerbird Sericulus chrysocephalus 6

24 Satin Bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus violaceus 8

5 Great Bowerbird Chlamydera nuchalis 2
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1 Yellow-breasted Bowerbird Chlamydera lauterbachi 1

9 Fawn-breasted Bowerbird Chlamydera cerviniventris 2

14 White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leucophaea 10

2 Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus 1

2 Southern Emuwren Stipiturus malachurus 1

12 Variegated Fairywren Malurus lamberti 4

2 Lovely Fairywren Malurus amabilis 2

25 Superb Fairywren Malurus cyaneus 7

15 Red-backed Fairywren Malurus melanocephalus 7

8 White-shouldered Fairywren Malurus alboscapulatus 2

8 Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris 5

6 Streak-headed Honeyeater Pycnopygius stictocephalus 5

6 Yellow-spotted Honeyeater Meliphaga notata 4

109 Lewin's Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii 22

3 Mountain Honeyeater Meliphaga orientalis 2

8 Mimic Honeyeater Meliphaga analoga 3

2 Elegant Honeyeater Meliphaga cinereifrons 1

22 Yellow Honeyeater Stomiopera flava 8

48 Yellow-faced Honeyeater Caligavis chrysops 7

3 Black-throated Honeyeater Caligavis subfrenata 2

5 Bell Miner Manorina melanophrys 1

46 Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala 9

7 Ornate Melidectes Melidectes torquatus 2
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37 Belford's Melidectes Melidectes belfordi 6

2 Yellow-browed Melidectes Melidectes rufocrissalis 1

6 Bridled Honeyeater Bolemoreus frenatus 2

34 Little Wattlebird Anthochaera chrysoptera 4

6 Varied Honeyeater Gavicalis versicolor 2

3 Mangrove Honeyeater Gavicalis fasciogularis 1

30 Fuscous Honeyeater Ptilotula fusca 1

16 Brown-backed Honeyeater Ramsayornis modestus 8

16 Rufous-banded Honeyeater Conopophila albogularis 2

53 Smoky Honeyeater Melipotes fumigatus 7

17 Dusky Myzomela Myzomela obscura 9

2 Papuan Black Myzomela Myzomela nigrita 1

6 Elfin Myzomela Myzomela adolphinae 3

27 Scarlet Myzomela Myzomela sanguinolenta 14

3 Red-collared Myzomela Myzomela rosenbergii 2

4 Tawny-crowned Honeyeater Gliciphila melanops 1

2 Green-backed Honeyeater Glycichaera fallax 1

12 Rufous-backed Honeyeater Ptiloprora guisei 2

2 Gray-streaked Honeyeater Ptiloprora perstriata 2

64 Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta 14

16 New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae 3

10 White-cheeked Honeyeater Phylidonyris niger 1

49 Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis 5
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19 White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis 7

15 White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatus 5

5 Tawny-breasted Honeyeater Xanthotis flaviventer 3

6 Macleay's Honeyeater Xanthotis macleayanus 4

3 Little Friarbird Philemon citreogularis 2

34 Helmeted Friarbird Philemon buceroides 15

29 Noisy Friarbird Philemon corniculatus 6

12 Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus 3

3 Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus 3

1 Goldenface Pachycare flavogriseum 1

2 Chestnut-rumped Heathwren Hylacola pyrrhopygia 1

18 Yellow-throated Scrubwren Neosericornis citreogularis 1 4

4 Mountain Mouse-Warbler Origma robusta 3

2 Rusty Mouse-Warbler Origma murina 2

1 Rockwarbler Origma solitaria 1

44 White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis 7

6 Atherton Scrubwren Sericornis keri 1

22 Large-billed Scrubwren Sericornis magnirostra 7

12 Large Scrubwren Sericornis nouhuysi 2

2 Pale-billed Scrubwren Aethomyias spilodera 1

7 Buff-faced Scrubwren Aethomyias perspicillatus 2

8 Striated Thornbill Acanthiza lineata 2

2 Mountain Thornbill Acanthiza katherina 1
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28 Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla 8

2 Yellow-bellied Gerygone Gerygone chrysogaster 1

32 Brown Gerygone Gerygone mouki 12

4 Green-backed Gerygone Gerygone chloronota 2

7 Fairy Gerygone Gerygone palpebrosa 3

8 Large-billed Gerygone Gerygone magnirostris 4

2 White-throated Gerygone Gerygone olivacea 2

4 Mangrove Gerygone Gerygone levigaster 2

7 Brown-breasted Gerygone Gerygone ruficollis 4

1 Gray-crowned Babbler Pomatostomus temporalis 1

16 Australian Logrunner Orthonyx temminckii 5

6 Chowchilla Orthonyx spaldingii 1

1 Painted Quail-thrush Cinclosoma ajax 1

2 Stout-billed Cuckooshrike Coracina caeruleogrisea 1

16 Barred Cuckooshrike Coracina lineata 5

11 Boyer's Cuckooshrike Coracina boyeri 4

11 Black-faced Cuckooshrike Coracina novaehollandiae 8

24 White-bellied Cuckooshrike Coracina papuensis 2 12

14 Varied Triller Lalage leucomela 13

4 Black-bellied Cicadabird Edolisoma montanum 2

6 Black Cicadabird Edolisoma melas 2

4 Sahul Cicadabird Edolisoma tenuirostre 4

11 Varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera 2
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25 Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceus 2 13

5 Wattled Ploughbill Eulacestoma nigropectus 3

8 Rufous-naped Bellbird Aleadryas rufinucha 5

1 Piping Bellbird Ornorectes cristatus 1

3 Eastern Shrike-tit Falcunculus frontatus 1

5 Tit Berrypecker Oreocharis arfaki 2

4 Eastern Crested Berrypecker Paramythia montium 2

5 Rusty Pitohui Pseudorectes ferrugineus 2

7 Bower's Shrikethrush Colluricincla boweri 4

17 Gray Shrikethrush Colluricincla harmonica 12

18 Little Shrikethrush Colluricincla megarhyncha 1 11

14 Regent Whistler Pachycephala schlegelii 5

18 Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis 10

3 Brown-backed Whistler Pachycephala modesta 1

4 Gray Whistler Pachycephala simplex 1

1 White-bellied Whistler Pachycephala leucogastra 1

3 Black-headed Whistler Pachycephala monacha 1

10 Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris 7

7 Hooded Pitohui Pitohui dichrous 2

17 Brown Oriole Oriolus szalayi 6

11 Olive-backed Oriole Oriolus sagittatus 9

11 Green Oriole Oriolus flavocinctus 5

136 Australasian Figbird Sphecotheres vieilloti 22
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3 Black-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus nigripectus 3

8 Yellow-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus flaviventer 4

2 Great Woodswallow Artamus maximus 2

42 White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus 9

5 Dusky Woodswallow Artamus cyanopterus 1

5 Black-backed Butcherbird Cracticus mentalis 2

3 Gray Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus 3

9 Hooded Butcherbird Cracticus cassicus 5

5 Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis 4

7 Black Butcherbird Melloria quoyi 3

30 Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen 10

53 Pied Currawong Strepera graculina 2 16

2 Mottled Berryhunter Rhagologus leucostigma 1

2 Black Fantail Rhipidura atra 1

1 Northern Fantail Rhipidura rufiventris 1

51 Willie-wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys 26

2 Dimorphic Fantail Rhipidura brachyrhyncha 1

6 Australian Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons 2

5 Friendly Fantail Rhipidura albolimbata 5

3 Chestnut-bellied Fantail Rhipidura hyperythra 2

10 Gray Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa 1 7

10 Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus 7

1 Trumpet Manucode Phonygammus keraudrenii 1
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1 Crinkle-collared Manucode Manucodia chalybatus 1

2 Glossy-mantled Manucode Manucodia ater 2

6 King-of-Saxony Bird-of-Paradise Pteridophora alberti 1 2

3 Greater Lophorina Lophorina latipennis 2

7 Paradise Riflebird Ptiloris paradiseus 4

18 Victoria's Riflebird Ptiloris victoriae 2 6

10 Growling Riflebird Ptiloris intercedens 3

8 Brown Sicklebill Epimachus meyeri 5

3 Stephanie's Astrapia Astrapia stephaniae 2

8 Ribbon-tailed Astrapia Astrapia mayeri 3

1 Magnificent Bird-of-Paradise Diphyllodes magnificus 1

1 Blue Bird-of-Paradise Paradisornis rudolphi 1

1 Lesser Bird-of-Paradise Paradisaea minor 1

31 Raggiana Bird-of-Paradise Paradisaea raggiana 1 5

4 Blue-capped Ifrita Ifrita kowaldi 2

4 White-eared Monarch Carterornis leucotis 3

1 Golden Monarch Carterornis chrysomela 1

16 Black-faced Monarch Monarcha melanopsis 14

16 Australian Spectacled Monarch Symposiachrus trivirgatus 9

4 Spot-winged Monarch Symposiachrus guttula 1

6 Frilled Monarch Arses telescopthalmus 2

3 Pied Monarch Arses kaupi 2

47 Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca 21

1/6/26, 7:44 AM Field Guides Birding Tours--PAPUA NEW GUINEA & AUSTRALIA (with Jay VanderGaast) - eBird Trip Report

https://ebird.org/tripreport/451095 17/21

https://ebird.org/species/crcman2
https://ebird.org/species/glmman2
https://ebird.org/species/kospar1
https://ebird.org/species/grsbop1
https://ebird.org/species/parrif1
https://ebird.org/species/vicrif1
https://ebird.org/species/magrif2
https://ebird.org/species/brosic1
https://ebird.org/species/prsast1
https://ebird.org/species/ritast1
https://ebird.org/species/mbopar2
https://ebird.org/species/bbopar1
https://ebird.org/species/lbopar1
https://ebird.org/species/rbopar1
https://ebird.org/species/bucifr1
https://ebird.org/species/whemon1
https://ebird.org/species/golmon1
https://ebird.org/species/blfmon1
https://ebird.org/species/spemon1
https://ebird.org/species/spwmon1
https://ebird.org/species/frimon1
https://ebird.org/species/piemon1
https://ebird.org/species/maglar1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1767061998869.1767707037846.448&__hssc=60209138.2.1767707037846&__hsfp=3270950929
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1767061998869.1767707037846.448&__hssc=60209138.2.1767707037846&__hsfp=3270950929
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true


9 Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula 8

2 Shining Flycatcher Myiagra alecto 2

6 Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea 1

9 Lesser Melampitta Melampitta lugubris 3

5 Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach 3

7 Gray Crow Corvus tristis 2

25 Torresian Crow Corvus orru 11

4 Australian Raven Corvus coronoides 3

4 Loria's Satinbird Cnemophilus loriae 2

1 Crested Satinbird Cnemophilus macgregorii 3 1

3 Black Berrypecker Melanocharis nigra 2

5 Fan-tailed Berrypecker Melanocharis versteri 4

1 Slaty-chinned Longbill Toxorhamphus poliopterus 1

1 Spectacled Longbill Oedistoma iliolophus 1

3 Rose Robin Petroica rosea 1

5 Canary Flyrobin Devioeca papuana 3

1 Olive Flyrobin Kempiella flavovirescens 1

3 Torrent Flyrobin Monachella muelleriana 1 1

6 Lemon-bellied Flyrobin Microeca flavigaster 1 3

1 Papuan Scrub-Robin Drymodes beccarii 1

8 Gray-headed Robin Heteromyias cinereifrons 1 4

1 Black-capped Robin Heteromyias armiti 1

1 Black-throated Robin Plesiodryas albonotata 1
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3 Mangrove Robin Melanodryas pulverulenta 1

6 White-winged Robin Melanodryas sigillata 3

3 Blue-gray Robin Melanodryas cyanus 2

20 Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis 10

6 Pale-yellow Robin Eopsaltria capito 4

4 White-faced Robin Eopsaltria leucops 2 3

3 Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis 3

3 Australian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus australis 2

1 Tawny Grassbird Cincloramphus timoriensis 1

5 Papuan Grassbird Cincloramphus macrurus 3

9 Pacific Swallow Hirundo javanica 3

118 Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena 21

40 Fairy Martin Petrochelidon ariel 2

1 Tree Martin Petrochelidon nigricans 1

4 Island Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus poliocephalus 1

14 Black-fronted White-eye Zosterops minor 3

44 Silvereye Zosterops lateralis 8

15 New Guinea White-eye Zosterops novaeguineae 2

93 Metallic Starling Aplonis metallica 7

2 Singing Starling Aplonis cantoroides 1

10 Yellow-faced Myna Mino dumontii 4

41 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 8

5 Bassian Thrush Zoothera lunulata 3
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6 Russet-tailed Thrush Zoothera heinei 4 3

6 Papuan Island-Thrush Turdus papuensis 4

5 Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata 5

10 Red-capped Flowerpecker Dicaeum geelvinkianum 6

10 Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum 9

22 Sahul Sunbird Cinnyris frenatus 12

1 Beautiful Firetail Stagonopleura bella 1

8 Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton 2

42 Red-browed Firetail Neochmia temporalis 1 7

8 Double-barred Finch Stizoptera bichenovii 3

45 Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata 3

6 Gray-headed Munia Lonchura caniceps 1

6 Hooded Munia Lonchura spectabilis 1

59 Chestnut-breasted Munia Lonchura castaneothorax 4

8 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 2

30 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 4

6 Australian Pipit Anthus australis 3

ADDITIONAL TAXA

1 fruit-dove sp. Ptilinopus sp. 1

2 Sterna sp. Sterna sp. 1

1 white egret sp. Egretta/Ardea sp. 1

3 Accipitrine hawk sp. (former Accipiter sp.) Aerospiza/Tachyspiza/Accipiter/Astur sp. 2

2 hawk sp. Accipitridae sp. (hawk sp.) 2

1 diurnal raptor sp. Accipitriformes/Falconiformes sp. 1
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1 Meliphaga sp. Meliphaga sp. 1

5 Fairy/Tree Martin Petrochelidon ariel/nigricans 1

1 Bassian/Russet-tailed Thrush Zoothera lunulata/heinei 4 1
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