Trip Report — Nowhere but Northeast
Brazil 2025 (with optional Fernando de
Noronha pre-tour extension)

January 18-February 4, 2025 with Bret Whitney (ext. from Jan. 16)

Only Frangois and Leah took the pre-tour extension to the Fernando de Noronha islands, an
archipelago of volcanic origin some 350 km off the coast of northeast Brazil. Here's a 4-minute
highlights reel of our two-day visit. I regret not having recorded any photos or video of our
wonderful meals of fresh seafood out there! Video by Bret Whitney.

(See the online triplist to view the videos)

2025 was another highly successful run of this centipede-of-a-tour, several
legs of which are among the longest of any tours we offer. About half the
days begin (and also end) nailing high-quality, endemic species, with long
drives through the hotter, midday periods. This year was significantly wetter
than average, with rain on more than half the days, and heavy downpours on
parts of a few days. We managed to work around (or under) the rain to pick
up all of the endemics at one point or another, and Francois Grenon, who
ably handled our eBird chores, said the total list (without the Fernando de
Noronha extension) was about 350, with very few of those “heard only”. You
may notice that the accompanying eBird tour report indicates that 107 of the
species we saw are marked as lifers. Those were lifers for Francois, who was
on his first birding trip to the Atlantic Forest of eastern Brazil, which will help
any of you out there thinking about taking this tour to focus especially on
those species for pre-trip study. Our group was a friendly, happy mix, with
several folks actively spotting birds all the time.

| met Francois and Leah den Besten in the Recife airport on 17 January, and
we grabbed lunch and caught the flight out to the Fernando de Noronha
islands. This is a volcanic archipelago some 350 km out in the Atlantic. It's a
low-key resort destination for Brazilians (especially honeymooners), and has
lots of quaint little hotels and restaurants. You need to register and pay
visitation fees to set foot on the islands. We were met there by local guide
Daniel Oliveira, who | have known for years. He did a fine job of shepherding



us around to the various lookout points, and filling us in on the history of the
place, etc. All of the birds are easy out there, with the sometimes exception
of Red-billed Tropicbird (we finally found one this time). We immediately
had great, long looks at Noronha Elaenia and Noronha Vireo, and visited
multiple boardwalks and prominences to watch breeding Red-footed, Brown,
and Masked boobies; Black and Brown noddies, Sooty Terns, and White
(Fairy) Terns of the range-restricted, nominate Atlantic subspecies; and
White-tailed Tropicbirds. Oh, and 15+ Squacco Herons (which have been
there for years now) and about 50 Magnificent Frigatebirds — many fewer
than on any of my previous three visits. We also saw a couple of Green Sea
Turtles, and a pod of about a dozen Spinner Dolphins, which was really
exciting even though they weren’t spinning/jumping. Meanwhile, the
remaining six of our Northeast Brazil group had arrived in Recife with all of
their luggage, and enjoyed a restorative evening at our wonderful hotel on
the beach, followed by an over-the-top breakfast buffet before meeting up
with me and Francois and Leah for the 1.5-hour drive to the little town of
Palmares. We got in a couple of hours of birding near town, then had an
early dinner and off to bed in preparation for a very early start tomorrow.

It's definitely a challenge to find all of the available (= surviving) endemic birds restricted to the
Pernambuco Center of Endemism. Fortunately, we had reasonably good weather for our two full
days of birding, and pretty much everything fell into place. It was gratifying to see that our group
was going to have a lot of fun on the tour, and several folks were excellent, active spotters,
which was beneficial to all. Video by Bret Whitney.

When it comes to finding very rare endemics, the single most “high-
pressure” day of birding on the tour — on any of our Brazil tours, really — is the
first full day, out of Palmares, when we hit two critically important reserves:
Frei Caneca and Pedra D’Antas. Logistics are complex, requiring multiple
things falling into place including, unfortunately, early rainy-season weather;
written permits to visit the reserves paid and in hand; 03:30 meet in the
lobby with luggage and departure for a 04:00 breakfast at a 24-hour
restaurant at the edge of town; 1.5 hour drive in the van to meet two (this
year) 4WD vehicles with drivers waiting for us; local guide at Frei Caneca
waiting for us at the 4WD meetup; a 1-hour drive on nasty, narrow dirt/clay
roads through miles of hilly sugarcane fields (must be at least reasonably



dry; rain that morning would likely ruin us); full-on lunch at Frei Caneca ready
for sit-down by noon; another 1-hour drive on even narrower sugarcane
roads; local guide at Pedra D’Antas being there to open hummer feeders,
etc.; another 1.5-hour drive on sugarcane roads back to our van, and then a
2+ hour drive on paved roads to our resort hotel at Tamandaré, on the

coast. Oh yeah, and the birds! Ideally, we start birding between 06:30 and
07:00 (it was 06:45 this year, thanks to dry roads) and see Willis’s Antbird,
Orange-bellied Antwren, Scalloped Antbird, Black-cheeked Gnateater, Plain-
winged Woodcreeper (endemic ssp taunayi, a no-brainer that hasn’t been
split yet), and Alagoas Tyrannulet before lunch. We did that this year, and
made it to lunch about 11:45 — perfeito! If anything else had shown up that
morning, it would have been gravy (White-collared Kite, Mantled Hawk, et
al.). The drive to Pedra D’Antas went fine and the hummer feeders were
hopping, with several endemic Long-tailed Woodnymphs in

attendance. Seven-colored Tanager and Pinto’s Spinetail were the two
endemics we were still needing to find that day, but time ran out; we would
have to find them and White-collared Kite, along with several others,
tomorrow.

Birding next morning was at a private property owned by a sugarcane
company, a little over an hour from Tamandaré. A stop at our traditional spot
for Yellow-faced Siskin came up empty. The road through the sugarcane can
be a quagmire, making access impossible, but it wasn't too bad this time, and
the morning was clear and sunny. | played recordings of White-collared Kite
at a couple of spots where we've seen them in the past, and got a distant
answer. A few minutes later, Joe hollered, “There’s a raptor!” and sure
enough, it was an adult kite! It and possibly also a second bird showed nicely
several times over the next 15 minutes, even performing display flights right
over our group. | spotted a male White-winged Cotinga (and later, also a
female), which we haven’t seen on the tour for several years now, then, to
my relief, | heard a distant Pinto’s Spinetail. We came away with excellent
views of the Pinto’s and also a pair of Sooty-fronted Spinetails, and then also
had good views of a White-shouldered Antshrike (local, endemic

ssp. distans), Chestnut-backed Antshrike, and Opal-rumped (“Silvery-
breasted”) Tanagers, but no sign of Seven-colored Tanager. We had lunch



back in Tamandaré then took a couple of hours’ siesta before hitting nearby
mangroves for quick Bicolored Conebill and Plain-bellied Emerald. We then
lucked out bigtime by finding a pair of rare Forbes’s Blackbirds gathering nest
material followed by a peek at Ash-throated Crake and excellent scope
views of several Jandaya Parakeets to close out an awesome day. It rained
hard that night into the breakfast hour, so it looked grim for our chances of
getting back into yesterday’s birding area, or another spot very near it. Rain
let up fairly quickly, and we tried again for Yellow-faced Siskin, this time
getting scope views of an adult male, thanks to great spotting by Francois,
with a couple of pernambucensis Golden-spangled Piculets on the side. As
feared, the dirt roads were a total mess, no way we would risk having
problems, especially because we had only a couple of hours to bird before
high-tailing it to the airport in Recife for a flight to Fortaleza. All things
considered, | reckoned there was maybe one last, longshot chance to come
up with a Seven-colored Tanager: stop on the side of the main, paved road
where a tongue of old second-growth borders it, and try to pull birds up to
the edge. | got out and started pygmy-owl tooting and playing scolding
recordings. It took a good 5 minutes of that before a few common birds
(Bananaquits, Blue Dacnis, Burnished-buff Tanager) started to show up,
then, after persisting for another 5-10 minutes (there was nothing else to
do), a few more interesting things began to approach from a forested hillside
over 100 meters away (Red-stained Woodpecker, Guira Tanager). We stuck
with it, now with numerous birds popping around, and suddenly Francois
screamed, “SEVEN-COLORED TANAGER!"” Those of you who know him can
easily imagine the scene, hahaha! Over the course of the next few, exciting
minutes, the distant pair of tanagers he spotted with his scope came in fairly
close and everyone had a really nice view, a huge moment! I'll include the
fun, impromptu interview | filmed with Francois and the group here in the
triplist. We made it to the airport just in time to check in, hit an excellent
lunch buffet, and slide on to the plane. Whew!

From the Serra de Baturité, we embarked on the section of the tour that takes us through much of
the driest caatinga habitat, through interior Ceard and Pernambuco states, south to the Sdo
Francisco River. Video by Bret Whitney.



Our excellent driver of several years now was there to meet us at the
Fortaleza airport for the (uneventful) 3-hour drive to the Serra de Baturité.
The Remanso Hotel de Serra there is the only lodging we have not changed
since we inaugurated birding tourism to NE Brazil in 1993. It's perfectly
located in a forested setting with great birding on the grounds and an
organized and very helpful staff. Birding at Serra de Baturité was wet, but
productive: we had excellent views of Ochraceous Piculet, Gray-breasted
Parakeet, Gould’s Toucanet (endemic ssp. baturitensis), Black-capped
Antwren, Buff-breasted Tody-Tyrant, Ceara Gnateater, Pale-legged Hornero,
Gray-headed Spinetail, Rufous-breasted Leaftosser, and Pectoral

Sparrow. We also had a great look at the rare, unnamed population of
Short-tailed Antthrush endemic to the Serra de Baturité, which has a highly
distinctive song. Our next venue, the Hotel Pedra dos Ventos outside the
little town of Quixada was again a very pleasant one-night stay, and
produced the usual, wonderful views of Pygmy Nightjars right beside the
restaurant, four White-browed Guans coming in to cracked corn, Harris's
Hawk, a couple of Black-chested Buzzard-Eagles, a gorgeous Ochre-backed
Woodpecker, and our first Cobalt-rumped Parrotlets, Spot-backed Puffbirds,
White-naped Jays, and Tufted-ear (white-tufted subspecies jacchus)
Marmosets, but the scrubby caatinga woodland clinging to the slopes there
was very quiet, so we took off fairly early the next morning for the long drive
south to Crato and the Chapada do Araripe. Moving south through Ceara, the
landscape was verdant, absolutely nonstop green and with numerous small
to large ponds along the highways where we picked up Masked Duck and
Southern Pochard, both of which were high on some folks’ wishlists — and
even a Comb Duck, which | hadn’t seen on the tour in 10+ years. It was a hot,
sunny day and the front seats in the Sprinter van, where the driver and | were
seated, were uncomfortably hot even with the AC full-on. And, then, about
10:30, the AC went out, and the whole van became toasty. We continued
along with all windows down and made it to our hotel in Crato at about
16:00. We had called ahead to arrange a fix of the AC and another van to
use tomorrow.

The new van was just a tad smaller, but it was just what we needed for our
first day of birding the Chapada do Araripe. We had a well-appointed, 05:00



breakfast at the hotel and started out of town in a light rain that became
heavier as we ascended the 900-meter plateau. Getting out of the van as the
rain let up, nothing was vocalizing and it looked like a quiet, drippy morning
was in store. The first hour was indeed pretty birdless, but | managed to get
a few birds going with playback. We had a great view of a pair of Red-
shouldered Spinetails, followed by a skulking (as always) Ochre-cheeked
Spinetail that eventually stayed put (not always) for scope views (almost
never), and then a stunning male Northern Silvery-cheeked Antshrike,
Sakesphoroides niedeguidonae, which was described only in 2024 by a small
group of Brazilian researchers who did an excellent job of figuring out and
documenting that this bird is best considered a species distinct from birds
south of the Rio Sao Francisco, now called Southern Silvery-cheeked
Antshrike, Sakesphoroides cristatus. | had e-mailed everybody a .pdf of the
description before the tour. By this time, the rain was long gone, the sun was
up high, and birds were singing all around. Pairs of Cactus Parakeets were
whizzing around, everyone had a nice view of a pair of Stripe-backed
Antbirds (an awesome bird!), and a Cinnamon Tanager also performed well.
A couple of White-browed Antpittas were singing a short ways off the trail,
so | opened a bit of a path in to a place where we could try to call one into
view. That worked like a charm, and one of the antpittas allowed everyone
repeated, very close views. More pairs of spinetails and antshrikes came in to
scolding vocalizations, along with our first very close, curious Caatinga
Antwren and a singing male Ultramarine Grosbeak. We were buzzing with
excitement at all of the action around us; it turned out to be a really fun early
morning! We then zipped back downslope to the Arajara Park for Araripe
Manakin, and lunch. The scene at the park at noon on a sunny Sunday was
overwhelming. Something like 100 cars and buses jammed the parking lots,
and there were literally hundreds of people and excited kids inside the park
and waiting in lines to get in. It took us half an hour to make it through the
gates, even using the “Prioridades por Lei” line for folks over 60 (of which we
were only 4 of 9). Then, when we finally got down to the area for the
manakin, we were told that there was a wasp nest that was dangerous, with
lots of wasps flying around, and we would have to wait for it to settle down.
So, we had lunch (more long lines), which was fine, then tried again. They
allowed us in, but only to about the halfway point — which, happily, was



enough for us to get soul-satisfying scope views and photos of a couple of
fabulous male Araripe Manakins. We then returned to the hotel for a short
break before heading back out to the Chapada for a late-afternoon bit of
birding (got Pale-bellied Tyrant-Manakin and Planalto Slaty-Antshrike), then
checklist and dinner in the field as it was getting dark enough for owling.
Everything was working perfectly... except the weather. Towering, dark,
lightning-splattered clouds dominated the horizon. It seemed far off as we
arrived, but just as we wrapped up the checklist and dinner, | could hear the
roar of a heavy rain coming our way. | told folks we had about a minute to get
in the van, but it turned out to be about 30 seconds before the deluge
arrived. We were a couple of kilometers back in the woodland along a
narrow, dirt track, so we blasted out of there as quickly as possible. That was
our only decent shot at most of the nightbirds on our list, including Buff-
fronted Owl, which all of us were really hoping we would see.

Running well ahead on the endemics scorecard, we had breakfast at the
hotel a bit later than usual. Our van was returned to the hotel last night, with
perfect AC (which was fine the rest of the tour). We made a “reinforcing”
birding stop before leaving the Chapada in the rearview mirror to traverse
the long, low badlands of interior Pernambuco. It was another front seat,
sun-in-your-face drive with our traditional lunch stop along the way. As we
got out of the van, | heard Scarlet-throated Tanagers, which can be tough to
get some years. Fortunately, they ripped right in to playback and we had
superb views of a scarlet-throated male, then also a group of three Suiriri
Flycatchers and several White-throated Seedeaters and Red-cowled
Cardinals. We made a post-lunch stop in some relatively well-developed
caatinga and quickly found Ash-throated Casiornis and Black-bellied
Antwren, but no Stripe-breasted Starthroat or White-naped Xenopsaris. We
then drove pretty much non-stop (except for rest stops) past Lagoa Grande
to try for a few more caatinga birds near Petrolina. We started with an ideal
comparison of Greater and Bahia wagtail-tyrants, White Monjita, Campo
Troupial, the “caatinga” ssp. of Barred Antshrike (capistratus: red eyes,
plumage more spotted than barred), then kicked up several Least
Nighthawks from the same spot we have shown them to tour groups for
years now. On our way back out to the highway, Matthew spotted a bird



walking along the far side of a clearing... a White-bellied Nothura! We rarely
even hear a nothura these days, and spotting one in a year with lush ground
vegetation is essentially hopeless. That bird stayed in view for over a minute
-- way to go, Matt! The drive to our nice hotel on the bank of the Rio Sao
Francisco in Petrolina was interrupted for an hour by repair work happening
on the bridge across the river that completely fouled traffic patterns. We
were only a mile from the hotel (eye-roll emoji).

As is usually the case, our visit to the redrock canyons of the Raso da Catarina to commune with
the breeding Indigo Macaws was voted the #1 highlight of the tour, narrowly edging ahead of
Araripe Manakin. In this wetter-than-average January, we were lucky to have nice, dry roads —
and the macaws were super-happy! Numerous pairs at the entrances to their nesting cavities were
busy planting the seeds to make more baby macaws.

Having made our way to the outback town of Canudos, Bahia, we drove to
the edge of the Raso da Catarina Biological Station to bird a trail that has
been good for Stripe-breasted Starthroat and several other birds. Action
was good, we soon had at least three brilliant male Ruby Topaz hummers
around us, and this is where John Nolan spotted our one-and-only Stripe-
breasted Starthroat — a hummer that he and Maria Helena (along with the
rest of us) particularly wanted to see on this tour! Then, with some recording
playback, we pulled up a male Broad-tipped Hermit for very close, repeated
views and photos; a second male came in to chase around with it. We also
saw our only Fulvous-crowned Scrub-Tyrants (what's that?) of the tour
there. Verrry early the next morning, all of the logistics for our rarified visit to
the breeding cliffs of the Indigo Macaw fell into place: | made us breakfast at
03:30, the 4WD drivers showed up on time, we got away at 04:10 under a
partly cloudy sky, and the roads were quite dry and easy to navigate for the
1+ hour drive to the redrock canyons of the Raso da Catarina. As usual, the
macaws were just beginning to stir as we got out of the trucks, first faint light
of day, Homer’s “rosy-fingered dawn”. This is always a very exciting moment
— we are suddenly, unexpectedly, right in the middle of it as pairs of macaws
are lifting off to fly long distances to feeding sites, and you hear dozens of
birds on all sides. It's a primordial scene and the acoustics are truly
immersive! Within minutes we are scoping pairs and small groups perched
on distant trees or atop columnar cacti — and sunrise is still nearly an hour



away. We made our way down to the canyon rim, the path to which has now
been worked to make the hike on rocky terrain much easier. The macaws
were happy birds in this wet, lush year, and multiple pairs were copulating
on the cliffs near nesting cavities. A couple of hours after sunrise, as we had
thoroughly enjoyed the macaws and seeing a few other birds like Blue-
crowned Parakeets and very distant Turquoise-fronted Parrots and Black-
chested Buzzard-Eagles, we left the canyon to return to the hotel for check-
out and have time to make a birding stop for Pectoral Antwren. By about
10:30, it was hot and sunny, but a male antwren soon came in to playback,
and we also enjoyed a spectacular view of Red-billed Scythebill. While we
were working on the antwren, John Nolan remarked, “There’s a little owl
sitting here.” | figured it would be a Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, but it was an
adult Tropical Screech-Owl. Leah then noticed a tree cavity only about
waist-high, right on the side of the trail, and Bill's peek inside revealed two
fluffy baby owls, one brown and the other gray. We will definitely be
checking on that every year now! Later that morning, Leah also spotted a
pair of Red-legged Seriemas hanging out in the shade of an isolated tree,
where they stayed for a couple of minutes of scope viewing. A couple of
hours after lunch, | called a brief, late-afternoon stop to stretch legs and see
if the Pectoral Antwren pair we have relied on several times over recent
years was hanging in there (they showed up right away, nice to see a female)
and we briefly got a small flock of Golden-capped Parakeets (which are
common farther south in Bahia). That huge day went like clockwork, and we
rolled into the little town of Catu around sunset with accolades for our
wonderful, safe driver! Next morning, we used two smaller vehicles to
navigate a series of narrow dirt roads for an early attempt at finding Fringe-
backed Fire-eye and several other local endemic birds. | put all of our
luggage into my room so our driver could have a leisurely breakfast, load the
van about 09:00, and drive out to meet us about 10:00 to continue on yet
another lonnng drive west to Mucugé, in the Chapada Diamantina. We
eventually found the fire-eyes at a Labidus praedator army-ant swarm in the
middle of the road (nicel!), along the way picking up a few other “easier”
endemics: Bahia Antwren, Sooretama Slaty-Antshrike, Plain-winged
Woodcreeper (nominate, very different from taunayi seen earlier), Eared
Pygmy-Tyrant, Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant, Yellow-backed Tanager, and also



the nominate form of Golden-spangled Piculet. We were looking forward to
exciting birding in the Chapada Diamantina, where there is a lot to see, and
seek.

Birding the Chapada Diamantina, based in the picturesque little towns of Mucugé and Lencéis, is
always a fabulous experience! Video by Bret Whitney.

Breakfast and birding started in our traditional cerrado stop west of town,
where we quickly found Rufous-sided Scrub-Tyrant and Gray-backed
Tachuri followed by properly pleasing views of singing Collared
Crescentchests and White-banded Tanager (good spotting, Leah!). While we
were enjoying the crescentchests, | heard a short call that sounded like a
Rusty-backed Antwren, which is known to occur in more distant areas of
cerrado in the Diamantina, but which we have never found on the tour. |
gave it some playback, and sure enough, a pair popped up and moved in
quite close! This is a relatively widespread species that was not a lifer for any
of us, but | was really excited to find it there, only a few kilometers from the
nearest Sincora Antwrens, a close relative of Rusty-backed endemic to the
Diamantina. As in 2023, there were some Cliff Swallows over the cerrado,
and a surprisingly active passage of Fork-tailed Flycatchers, most of which
were heavily worn and in molt, probably birds moving through from breeding
areas far to the south (Argentina/Paraguay; I'll be able to verify this with my
photos showing wing formula). Later that morning, we had great views of
Narrow-billed Antwrens, Northern Silvery-cheeked Antshrike, and Hangnest
Tody-Tyrant. We tried to find a Sincora Antwren on the way back to town for
lunch, then again in the afternoon, but no luck. We visited the RPPN (private
national heritage reserve) near Mucugé for hummer activity. It was hot and
sunny, and the red Callandria flowers were about half open, so there was not
much happening until later, on our way out, when Matthew spotted a
perched hummer that turned out to be an immature male Hooded
Visorbearer! It was hawking insects, repeatedly returning to a perch where
we could get it in the scope. Another male in more advanced plumage
showed up a bit later, and then also a female. We were able to ease in close
to them for excellent views. Then Francois, who was hanging back to look for
a black-tyrant with his scope, spotted a Brown Violetear and called us over



for a good view (this is the extremely local, endemic ssp. greenewalti).
Driving back past town, we came into a massive flock of Streptoprocne swifts
flying fairly low over the road. There were a few White-collared Swifts in the
mix with hundreds of Biscutate Swifts, which came by repeatedly for ideal
viewing and photos. We then called on a Diamantina Tapaculo at just the
right hour, and the male responded immediately! Not three minutes later,
everyone was giggling with delight at seeing this rare tapaculo (any
tapaculo, actually) so amazingly well — both adults and a juv showed to
perfection. Beleza!

We revisited the hummer area early the next morning in hopes of a Horned
Sungem, but it was cool and overcast and there were essentially no
hummers active there. A couple of stops for Sincora Antwren were fruitless,
but we had fine views of Rufous-winged Antshrike and Plain-crested and
Lesser elaenias. We made it Lencdis at lunchtime only to find that the town
was absolutely packed with locals and tourists there for the annual
celebration of the Patron Saint of the town. After lunch, we checked in at the
thoroughly charming Pousada Canto das Aguas, had a siesta, then drove
straight to a territory of Sincora Antwrens that had been super-reliable
before it burned to a crisp in 2016. It was still mostly blackened and
unoccupied when the pandemic hit, and the antwrens still weren’t back in
there the last time | checked, in 2022. | figured, however, they would be back
by this year, especially as lush as the vegetation was — and yep, the male and
female showed up within 2-3 minutes of our arrival and performed
beautifully! We then went up to the end of the road at Morro do Pai Inacio,
where for years there has been a highly reliable male Hooded Visorbearer
holding territory. The trail up to the spot is well-worn, with good footing, but
it is an exercise in bouldering: very steep in places, and requires significant
leg strength and balance. An eBird list showed that the visorbearer had been
photographed just the week before, so | figured it would be a lock — but
nothing doing. The rocky shrub zone up there was very dry, with no flowers
at all and there were lots of loud, weekend tourists on the trail. We did have
fine views of Velvety Black-Tyrant, Small-headed Elaenia, Stripe-tailed
Yellow-Finch, and Buff-throated Pampa-Finch.



Our final morning saw us up and away from the Canto das Aguas at 05:30
(after another fabulous breakfast!) to bird the drier, semideciduous woodland
near Palmeiras, about an hour west of Lencdis. Our only remaining target
was Sao Francisco Sparrow, although several other potential finds would be
new for us. As we were driving out the far side of town, an East Brazilian
Chachalaca flew across the road, so | stopped the van and we got out to play
a recording. A pair of chachalacas jumped right up and hollered back at us,
which was shocking and hilarious! We tried every trick in the book for the
sparrow with not whiff of it, although the habitat actually looked great, the
best in years — Note: Sao Francisco Sparrow is easily seen on our Blue-eyed
Ground-Dove tour ;-). We did have another good view of Broad-tipped
Hermit before calling it quits at about 09:00 and heading out for the long trip
to Salvador. (To avoid this lengthy, generally boring drive Lencéis to
Salvador next year, we will again try hard to align with the finnicky Azul
Airlines flight schedule). With a good lunch stop in Itaberaba, and a couple of
rest and ice cream stops, we made it to our hotel on the coast at 17:30.
Marcelo was there waiting for us, ready to start the Bahia Birding Bonanza
tour in the morning. He would have a group of six, including three of us from
Northeast Brazil (Francois, Leah, and Matthew), and three new arrivals
already at the hotel. We did our final checklist and votes for “top three
birds/events” of the tour with caipirinhas at the rooftop bar of our hotel, for a
dramatic view over the ocean and the city of Salvador, at dusk.



Boas viagens!

Thank you all very much for choosing to bird Northeast Brazil with Field
Guides! | was delighted to be your guide, and thoroughly enjoyed birding
with all of you. | look forward to sharing more of big, beautiful Brazil with
you in the future!

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/328365

-- Bret
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LIFERS @107 @

Species Observed Show all details
1 Variegated Tinamou Crypturellus variegatus il
4 Small-billed Tinamou Crypturellus parvirostris 3
8 Tataupa Tinamou Crypturellus tataupa @ 05
1 Red-winged Tinamou Rhynchotus rufescens il
1 White-bellied Nothura Nothura boraquira @ all

20 White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata i3
42 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis a3
1 Comb Duck Sarkidiornis sylvicola @ il
9 Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis w4
8 Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthaima @ il
11 Masked Duck Nomonyx dominicus @ il
6 East Brazilian Chachalaca Ortalis araucuan W2
2 Rusty-margined Guan Penelope superciliaris (1l
5 White-browed Guan Penelope jacucaca @ w2
6 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis i3
4 Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa 02
10 Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro (K3
14 Plain-breasted Ground Dove Columbina minuta W3
36 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti a2
56 Scaled Dove Columbina squammata i
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Picui Ground Dove Columbina picui
White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla
Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata

Guira Cuckoo Guira guira

Greater Ani Crotophaga major
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana

Dark-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus melacoryphus
Least Nighthawk Chordeiles pusillus
Pygmy Nightjar Nyctipolus hirundinaceus
Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
Biscutate Swift Streptoprocne biscutata
Sick's Swift Chaetura meridionalis
Fork-tailed Palm Swift Tachornis squamata
Black Jacobin Florisuga fusca
Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsutus
Broad-tipped Hermit Anopetia gounellei @
Reddish Hermit Phaethornis ruber

Planalto Hermit Phaethornis pretrei
Hooded Visorbearer Augastes lumachella @

White-vented Violetear Colibri serrirostris
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Brown Violetear Colibridelphinae @

Black-eared Fairy Heliothryx auritus @

White-tailed Goldenthroat Polytmus guainumbi @
Ruby-topaz Hummingbird Chrysolampis mosquitus @
Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis
Stripe-breasted Starthroat Heliomaster squamosus @
Amethyst Woodstar Calliphlox amethystina
Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon lucidus
Violet-capped Woodnymph Thalurania glaucopis
Long-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania watertonii @
Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata
Swallow-tailed Hummingbird Eupetomena macroura
Sombre Hummingbird Eupetomena cirrochloris
Versicolored Emerald Chrysuronia versicolor
Plain-bellied Emerald Chrysuronia leucogaster @
Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata
Sapphire-spangled Emerald Chionomesa lactea
White-chinned Sapphire Chlorestes cyanus
Blue-chinned Sapphire Chlorestes notata

Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans

Ash-throated Crake Mustelirallus albicollis
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus @

Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata
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Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica
Rufous-sided Crake Laterallus melanophaius
Gray-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus
Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis
Wattled Jacana Jacanajacana

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Sanderling Calidris alba

White Tern Gygisalba @

Brown Noddy Anous stolidus @

Black Noddy Anous minutus @

Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus @
Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex

Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps
White-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon lepturus @
Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus
Wood Stork Mycteria americana
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens

Red-footed Booby Sulasula @
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32 Brown Booby Sulaleucogaster @ M4
64 Masked Booby Suladactylatra @ 03
350 Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum (1[5
10 Bare-faced lbis Phimosus infuscatus @ il
4 Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum 02
2 Stripe-backed Bittern Botaurus involucris @ il
6 Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax il
29 Snowy Egret Egretta thula W4
16 Striated Heron Butorides striata o
18 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides @ i3
74 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis @10
62 GreatEgret Ardeaalba WS
3 Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi (1
119 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus I RE)
36 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura [1RE
18 Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus 4
4 White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus W2
1 Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus il
2 White-collared Kite Leptodon forbesi @ [l
1 Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens (1l
2 Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis il
2 Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis il
12 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris s
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Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus

White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus

Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus @

Gray-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus

Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus
Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia
Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis
Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana
Spot-backed Puffbird Nystalus maculatus @
Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda
Gould's Toucanet Selenidera gouldii
Golden-spangled Piculet Picumnus exilis @
Spotted Piculet Picumnus pygmaeus @
Ochraceous Piculet Picumnus limae @
White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus
Little Woodpecker Dryobates passerinus

Red-stained Woodpecker Dryobates dffinis
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Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos

Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus

Ochre-backed Woodpecker Celeus ochraceus @

Green-barred Woodpecker Colaptes melanochloros

Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris

Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata
Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans
Crested Caracara Caracara plancus
Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima
American Kestrel Falco sparverius

Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
Turquoise-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva @
Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica
Cobalt-rumped Parrotlet Forpus xanthopterygius
Gray-breasted Parakeet Pyrrhura griseipectus @
Indigo Macaw Anodorhynchus leari @
Peach-fronted Parakeet Eupsittula aurea
Cactus Parakeet Eupsittula cactorum @

Jandaya Parakeet Aratinga jandaya

Golden-capped Parakeet Aratinga auricapillus @

Blue-crowned Parakeet Thectocercus acuticaudatus @
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Wi

W3

(N

W5

Wil

W3

a2

W10

W5

w2

W2

il

(N

il

Wi

W8

4

[N

a2

2

Wi

il

W2

Field Guides Birding Tours -- NOWHERE BUT NORTHEAST BRAZIL + FERNANDO DE NORONHA pre-tour extension, 2025 (with Bret W...

8/18


https://ebird.org/species/crcwoo1
https://ebird.org/species/linwoo1
https://ebird.org/species/blcwoo5
https://ebird.org/species/grbwoo3
https://ebird.org/species/camfli1
https://ebird.org/species/relser1
https://ebird.org/species/laufal1
https://ebird.org/species/y00678
https://ebird.org/species/yehcar1
https://ebird.org/species/amekes
https://ebird.org/species/aplfal
https://ebird.org/species/yecpar
https://ebird.org/species/blhpar1
https://ebird.org/species/bufpar
https://ebird.org/species/orwpar
https://ebird.org/species/buwpar3
https://ebird.org/species/gybpar1
https://ebird.org/species/indmac1
https://ebird.org/species/pefpar1
https://ebird.org/species/cacpar1
https://ebird.org/species/janpar1
https://ebird.org/species/gocpar2
https://ebird.org/species/bucpar
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1741815658547.1741880801157.139&__hssc=60209138.1.1741880801157&__hsfp=412717538
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1741815658547.1741880801157.139&__hssc=60209138.1.1741880801157&__hsfp=412717538
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

3/13/25, 10:46 AM

1

6

22

n

13

12

Red-shouldered Macaw Diopsittaca nobilis

Great Antshrike Taraba major

Silvery-cheeked Antshrike Sakesphoroides cristatus @

Caatinga Antwren Radinopsyche sellowi @

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus
Rufous-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus torquatus @
Chestnut-backed Antshrike Thamnophilus palliatus
Planalto Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus pelzelni
Sooretama Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus ambiguus
Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens
White-shouldered Antshrike Thamnophilus aethiops
Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis

White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris
Stripe-backed Antbird Myrmorchilus strigilatus @
Bahia Antwren Herpsilochmus pileatus @
Black-capped Antwren Herpsilochmus atricapillus @
Pectoral Antwren Herpsilochmus pectoralis @
Rusty-winged Antwren Herpsilochmus frater
Narrow-billed Antwren Formicivora iheringi @
Southern White-fringed Antwren Formicivora grisea
Black-bellied Antwren Formicivora melanogaster @
Rusty-backed Antwren Formicivora rufa

Sincora Antwren Formicivora grantsaui @
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Orange-bellied Antwren Terenura sicki @
Willis's Antbird Cercomacroides laeta @
Fringe-backed Fire-eye Pyriglenaatra @
Scalloped Antbird Myrmoderus ruficauda

Collared Crescentchest Melanopareia torquata @
Black-cheeked Gnateater Conopophaga melanops
Ceara Gnateater Conopophaga cearae @
White-browed Antpitta Hylopezus ochroleucus @
Diamantina Tapaculo Scytalopus diamantinensis @
Rufous-capped Antthrush Formicarius colma
Short-tailed Antthrush Chamaeza campanisona
Rufous-breasted Leaftosser Sclerurus scansor
Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus
Plain-winged Woodcreeper Dendrocincla turdina
Ceara Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus atlanticus @

Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus

Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris @

Amazonian Plain-Xenops Xenops genibarbis
Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans
Wing-banded Hornero Furnarius figulus
Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus

Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus

https://ebird.org/tripreport/328365
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Great Xenops Megaxenops parnaguae @
Rufous-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons
Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber @
Rusty-backed Spinetail Cranioleuca vulpina @
Gray-headed Spinetail Cranioleuca semicinerea @
Caatinga Cacholote Pseudoseisura cristata @
Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeus
Ochre-cheeked Spinetail Synallaxis scutata @
Red-shouldered Spinetail Synallaxis hellmayri @
Pinto's Spinetail Synallaxis infuscata @
Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens @
Sooty-fronted Spinetail Synallaxis frontalis @
Pale-bellied Tyrant-Manakin Neopelma pallescens @
Araripe Manakin Chiroxiphia bokermanni @
Blue-backed Manakin Chiroxiphia pareola
White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus
Band-tailed Manakin Pipra fasciicauda @
Red-headed Manakin Ceratopipra rubrocapilla
White-winged Cotinga Xipholena atropurpurea
Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana

White-naped Xenopsaris Xenopsaris albinucha
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus

Crested Becard Pachyramphus validus
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Black-tailed Flycatcher Myiobius atricaudus
White-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus
Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus
Alagoas Tyrannulet Phylloscartes ceciliae

Eared Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis auricularis
White-bellied Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus griseipectus
Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus striaticollis @

Hangnest Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus nidipendulus

Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer @

Buff-breasted Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus mirandae @

Smoky-fronted Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus fumifrons @

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
Eastern Olivaceous Flatbill Rhynchocyclus olivaceus @
Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens
Ochre-lored Flatbill Tolmomyias flaviventris

Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea

White-lored Tyrannulet Ornithion inerme

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum
Suiriri Flycatcher Suiriri suiriri

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet Nesotriccus murinus
Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola

Gray-backed Tachuri Polystictus superciliaris

Gray-headed Elaenia Myiopagis caniceps

https://ebird.org/tripreport/328365
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Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata
Plain-crested Elaenia Elaenia cristata
Small-headed Elaenia Elaenia sordida
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster
Large Elaenia Elaenia spectabilis

Noronha Elaenia Elaeniaridleyana @
Lesser Elaenia Elaenia chiriquensis @
Planalto Tyrannulet Phyllomyias fasciatus

Guianan Tyrannulet Zimmerius acer

Fulvous-crowned Scrub-Tyrant Euscarthmus meloryphus @

Rufous-sided Scrub-Tyrant Euscarthmus rufomarginatus
Bahia Wagtail-Tyrant Stigmatura bahiace @

Greater Wagtail-Tyrant Stigmatura budytoides @
Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus

Euler's Flycatcher Lathrotriccus euleri

Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus

Southern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus modestus
Velvety Black-Tyrant Knipolegus nigerrimus

White Monjita Xolmis irupero

White-headed Marsh Tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala
Black-backed Water-Tyrant Fluvicola albiventer @
Masked Water-Tyrant Fluvicola nengeta

Ash-throated Casiornis Casiornis fuscus @
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1 Swainson's Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsoni Ml
8 Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox (14
16 Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus (W4
3 Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa M2
68 GreatKiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus al22
27 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua @13
56 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis a6
9 Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus a5
3 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius Wil
35 Variegated Flycatcher Empidonomus varius @8
78 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus @l 30
131 Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana 2
45 Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis il22
4 Gray-eyed Greenlet Hylophilus amaurocephalus @ i3
28 Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi @l 10
67 Noronha Vireo Vireo gracilirostris @ (1S
30 White-naped Jay Cyanocorax cyanopogon @ a8
3 White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer i3
118 Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea @i
2 Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera (1l
29 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis [ 113]
1 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca il
31 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica (1
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Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus
Tropical Gnatcatcher Polioptila plumbea @
Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus
Moustached Wren Pheugopedius genibarbis
Long-billed Wren Cantorchilus longirostris @
Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus
Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas
Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris
Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild *

House Sparrow Passer domesticus *
Yellowish Pipit Anthus chii

Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica
Violaceous Euphonia Euphonia violacea
Yellow-faced Siskin Spinus yarrellii (v]
Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis
Pectoral Sparrow Arremon taciturnus
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis
Solitary Black Cacique Cacicus solitarius @
Variable Oriole Icterus pyrrhopterus

Campo Troupial Icterus jamacaii

Screaming Cowbird Molothrus rufoaxillaris @
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Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis

Forbes's Blackbird Anumaraforbesi @

Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi

Pale Baywing Agelaioides fringillarius @
Chestnut-capped Blackbird Chrysomus ruficapillus
Southern Yellowthroat Geothlypis velata
Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi
Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus
Flavescent Warbler Myiothlypis flaveola @
Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica
Ultramarine Grosbeak Cyanoloxia brissonii
Red-cowled Cardinal Paroaria dominicana
Cinnamon Tanager Schistochlamys ruficapillus @
White-banded Tanager Neothraupis fasciata @
Scarlet-throated Tanager Compsothraupis loricata @
Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileata
Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida
Flame-crested Tanager Loriotus cristatus
White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus
Brazilian Tanager Ramphocelus bresilius

Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Burnished-buff Tanager Stilpnia cayana
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Opal-rumped Tanager Tangara velia
Seven-colored Tanager Tangara fastuosa @
Red-necked Tanager Tangara cyanocephala

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus
Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira

Yellow-backed Tanager Hemithraupis flavicollis
Bicolored Conebill Conirostrum bicolor
Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum
Stripe-tailed Yellow-Finch Sicalis citrina @
Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola

Grassland Yellow-Finch Sicalis luteola @
Pale-throated Pampa-Finch Embernagralongicauda @
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
White-bellied Seedeater Sporophila leucoptera @
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch Sporophila angolensis
Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila nigricollis
Plumbeous Seedeater Sporophila plumbea
White-throated Seedeater Sporophila albogularis @
Pileated Finch Coryphospingus pileatus @
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Sooty Grassquit Asemospiza fuliginosa @

Black-throated Saltator Saitatricula atricollis @
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4 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus 02

1 Green-winged Saltator Saltator similis (1l
ADDITIONAL TAXA

500 Streptoprocne sp. Streptoprocne sp. 2
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