Trip Report — New Zealand 2025 (with
optional Pelagic Extension)

November 9-27, 2025 with Dan Lane & Michelle Green &
Michael Burton-Smith (ext. to Nov. 29)

Participant Don Taves captured the mood of our boat trip on Milford Sound, with the many
waterfalls that resulted from the rain!

New Zealand is an interesting contradiction for birders: it doesn’t have a
particularly large list of endemics or species overall, but it is home to some of
the most unusual birds on the planet, not to mention more inshore seabird
diversity than any other large landmass! As such, itis a “must visit” nation,
and so we did. Our tour took us from the south end of the country, Stewart
Island (also called Rakiura in Te Reo Maori, the language of the Maori
people), north through the South Island, visiting first the cool temperate
rainforests of Fiordland (and getting to see said rain firsthand!), then to the
Otago Peninsula, the open plains and Southern Alps of the Mackenzie region,
the grandeur of Arthur’s Pass (albeit in rain again), Kaikoura and its amazing



sealife, and the beautiful Queen Charlotte Sound area. From here, we took
the ferry across to the North Island, and almost immediately visited the
magical Kapiti Island with its rustic beauty, some opportunity to see a little of
Maori culture firsthand, and to hear the cacophony of native bird voices both
in the evening and the next morning! Onward, we made a few stops for some
targets on our way to the impressive Tongariro National Park, home to some
volcanoes in the center of the island, and thence to Lakes Taupo and Rotorua,
with their geothermal properties, up to the shorebird spectacle of Miranda,
and finally to the Auckland region, where our comfortable lodging gave us
access to Tiritiri Matangi, the final outing of the main tour, and, fittingly, a
wonderful last birding stop, where we enjoyed large numbers of native forest
birds. For those who continued for the next few days on our extension in
Northland and out on the Hauraki Gulf, we managed to eke out a few more
species before getting onto the boat, and that pelagic really delivered! Our
local guides Michelle and Michael both did heroic acts in driving us from one
end of the country to the other, and keeping us on logistical track, making
sure we were well-fed, and seeing a good variety of birds, scenery, and
learning about the history and culture of New Zealand. To them, we owe a
great debt of gratitude for their willingness to show us their home

country!



The South Island Takahe on Kapiti Island had a Cretaceous feel to it! Photo by Diane Drobka.



Our tour has left with us an abundance of memories that | think we will all
enjoy well into the future! Perhaps the most noteworthy would be our kiwi
outing on Stewart Island our first night together when we saw 5 (!)
individuals (and heard several others) of South Island Brown Kiwi! What a
treat! We followed this with hearing both Little Spotted and North Island
Brown kiwis later on the tour (that’'s 3 of the 5 species of kiwi!). One of our
group members even had a kiwi walk up and sniff his socks! Not sure what it
meant that it shortly thereafter ran back into the bush... Our overnight on
Kapiti Island, where we heard Little Spotted Kiwi, was our second most
appreciated experience, and it was very special, between being able to
interact with with our hosts, seeing the natural beauty of the island, and
hearing the sounds, it all really stood out as an experience distinct from all
the rest. For several of our participants, the Kapiti island experience was part
of the general pleasure of visiting several predator-free islands over the
course of the tour, including Ulva, Blumine, and Tiritiri, each of which had its
own charm. Of course, the many boat trips and pelagics we took along the
way resulted in a wealth of wonderful experiences: the Northern and
Southern Royal albatrosses we saw off Otago and Kaikoura, the Antipodes
Wandering Albatross that easily took control at Kaikoura, the three-penguin
trip off Stewart Island that netted us Little, Fiordland, and the rare Yellow-
eyed penguins, the screeching Northern Giant-Petrels as they squabbled
over dominance at the chum block, the crowds of shearwaters of many
species on the Kaikoura pelagic, the ferry crossing, and perhaps most
impressively, the Hauraki Gulf trip, where a lost Streaked Shearwater (NZ's
fourth record!) kept us company for quite a long time! That last pelagic also
earned us fine views of three species of storm-petrels (the bouncy White-
faced, or “sea-roos”, the scarce endemic-breeding New Zealand, and the
unexpected Wilson’s that were a life bird for Michael!l). Also on our boat trips,
we enjoyed a smattering of other sea life such as a few whales (Sperm,
Bryde’s, a breaching Humpback), dolphins (Dusky, Bottlenose, and Common),
NZ Fur Seal and NZ Sea Lion, and even a few sharks (such as the Blue and
Hammerhead just off the boat in the Hauraki Gulf!). Another boat trip that
left a mark was the rainy visit to Milford Sound, where our waterfall show
was off the charts! And of course, we can’t forget the common, but stunning



(when closely inspected), Red-billed Gulls that we encountered most days,
and | hope haven’t been smuggled back in the US by Marcus!

The group at Arthur's Pass, with local guide Michael channeling the Moas that once lived here.
Image by Dan Lane.

We did enjoy our forest hikes, both in “mainland” forests such as in Fiordland
and Pureora, which both were so mystical in their respective flora, such as
the beeches, the silver ferns, and the majestic podocarps, but also on the
offshore islands, where we enjoyed most of our native landbirds. Among the
latter were species with wonderful names such as the Takahe that
galumphed around the cabins on Kapiti, the musical Tui that performed aerial
displays as they produced a wide variety of sounds, and the unbelievable
views of Kokako we had at Tiritiri! Also on these hikes, Michael took pains to
point out other wildlife such as the Roukana geckos in their day hideouts. In
higher elevations, we also enjoyed the antics of the Keas, and Molly Hill,
friend of Susan and Frank, who told us of her interesting work trying to
decode the communications among some of these incredibly intelligent birds!
Keas call the Southern Alps home, and seeing that mountain range,
particularly the fresh snow on Aoraki (Mount Cook) at dawn was yet another
memory we’'ll cherish. Shorebirds also were among the many highlights of
the tour, with several species being northern hemisphere migrants that
arrived to fatten up on the flats of NZ before returning North again in a few



months. Among these were the famous Bar-tailed Godwits, who recently
completed unknown adventures as they flew non-stop from Alaska, as well
as the trio of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers we spotted at Miranda. Local breeders
such as Wrybill, oystercatchers, and a smattering of dotterels, lapwings, and
plovers rounded out the picture!

North Island Saddleback, a member of the endemic Wattlebird family. Photo by guide Dan Lane.

In all, we had the opportunity to see a large variety of New Zealand’s
landscapes, enjoy its food, hear quite a lot about its history and culture, and
see the results of its active efforts of conservation of its native flora and
fauna. We hope that more strides are made in that last aspect, and that a
predator-free New Zealand is a possibility in the future, so that its native
avifauna will remain a feature that future generations can enjoy! Meanwhile, |
thank you all for participating in this visit with me, and hope that you enjoyed



it as much as | did! Perhaps we’'ll see one another again in another
destination ready to spot some more birds!

We enjoyed a 3-penguin day at Stewart Island, with this Fiordland Penguin heading back home
after a day in the water. Image by Don Taves.

Mammals seen:

Common Brush-tailed Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula): dead on road (DOR)
West European Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus): DOR

European Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus)

European Hare (Lepus europaeus)

Common Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus): Milford Sound.

Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis): Hauraki Gulf extension.

Dusky Dolphin (Sagmatias obscurus)

Sperm Whale (Physeter macrocephalus)

Bryde's Whale (Balaenoptera brydei): Hauraki Gulf extension.



Humpback Whale (Megaptera novaeangliae): for those who did the whale
watch.

New Zealand Sea Lion (Phocarctos hookeri)

New Zealand Fur Seal (Arctocephalus forsteri)

Perhaps THE highlight of the pelagic extension on the Hauraki Gulf was finding NZ's fourth
Streaked Shearwater! As you can see, it showed well! Photo by Dan Lane.



Pelagics are a big thing on this tour, and views of tubenoses such as this Fairy Prion are the
result! Image by Don Taves.



Voted the top memory of the tour was our first night on Stewart Island, when we saw 5 (!) South
Island Brown Kiwis! Photo by Don Taves.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/436989

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/nez25TRIPLIST.pdf

-- Dan (the Barbet)



12/19/25,3:24 PM Field Guides Birding Tours --NEW ZEALAND, 2025 (with Dan Lane, Michelle Greene, and Michael Burton-Smith) - eBird Trip Report
Y | eBird

Field Guides Birding Tours --NEW ZEALAND, 2025 (with Dan
Lane, Michelle Greene, and Michael Burton-Smith)
10 - 29 Nov 2025 (20 days) Link-only

C
GOOg|€ Map data ©2025 Google Imagery ©2025 NASA

@ New Zealand

Auckland | Bay of Plenty | Canterbury | Manawatu-Wanganui | Marlborough | Northland |
Otago | Southland | Waikato | Wellington = Subregions

<=+ Dan Lane FGl tours

https://ebird .org/tripreport/436989 1/9


https://ebird.org/region/NZ
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-AUK
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-BOP
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-CAN
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-MWT
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-MBH
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-NTL
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-OTA
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-STL
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-WKO
https://ebird.org/region/NZ-WGN
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=-41.602504,172.019398&z=5&t=h&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=-41.602504,172.019398&z=5&t=h&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://ebird.org/home
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1766163121712.1766179438789.434&__hssc=60209138.1.1766179438789&__hsfp=3270950929
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1766163121712.1766179438789.434&__hssc=60209138.1.1766179438789&__hsfp=3270950929
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

12/19/25,3:24 PM Field Guides Birding Tours --NEW ZEALAND, 2025 (with Dan Lane, Michelle Greene, and Michael Burton-Smith) - eBird Trip Report
[ ]

For a narrative summary of this tour, including a Field Guides photo gallery and additional...
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Species Observed Checklists

LIFERS @134 @

Species Observed Show all details
11 Southern Brown Kiwi Apteryx australis @ 1R

3 North Island Brown Kiwi Apteryx mantelli @ 1R

4 Little Spotted Kiwi Apteryx owenii @ 1

6 Graylag Goose Anseranser * @ Wi
235 Canada Goose Brantacanadensis * & a2
932 Black Swan Cygnusatratus * @ a5
501 Paradise Shelduck Tadornavariegata @ il16

2 Blue Duck Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos @ 1R
1592 Australasian Shoveler Spatula rhynchotis @ (14
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Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa @

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos * @

Gray Teal Anas gracilis @

Brown Teal Anas chlorotis @

New Zealand Scaup Aythya novaeseelandiae @
California Quail Callipepla californica * @

Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo * @
Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus * @
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus * @

Brown Quail Synoicus ypsilophorus * @

Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

African Collared-Dove Streptopelia roseogrisea * @
Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis * @

New Zealand Pigeon Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae @
Long-tailed Koel Urodynamis taitensis @

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chaicites lucidus @

Weka Gallirallus australis @

Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis &

Eurasian Coot Fulicaatra @

South Island Takahe Porphyrio hochstetteri @
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Australasian Swamphen Porphyrio melanotus @
Spotless Crake Zapornia tabuensis @

Pied Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus @

South Island Oystercatcher Haematopus finschi @
Variable Oystercatcher Haematopus unicolor @
Pacific Golden-Plover Piuvialis fulva @
Black-fronted Dotterel Thinornis melanops @
Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles @
Double-banded Plover Anarhynchus bicinctus @
Wrybill Anarhynchus frontalis @

Red-breasted Dotterel Anarhynchusobscurus @
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica @

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres

Red Knot Calidris canutus @

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata @
Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus @
Brown Skua Stercorarius antarcticus @

Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae @
Black-billed Gull Chroicocephalus bulleri @

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus
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Australian Fairy Tern Sternula nereis @ il
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia @10
Black-fronted Tern Chlidonias albostriatus @ K]
White-fronted Tern Sterna striata & il 20
Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae @ 1R
Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus @ il
New Zealand Grebe Poliocephalus rufopectus @ a4
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus @ 2
Yellow-eyed Penguin Megadyptes antipodes @ 1l
Little Penguin Eudyptula minor @ a5
Fiordland Penguin Eudyptes pachyrhynchus @ W4
Northern Royal Albatross Diomedea sanfordi @ 4
Southern Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora @ a2
Antipodean Albatross Diomedea antipodensis @ Q2
White-capped Albatross Thalassarche cauta @ a7
Salvin's Albatross Thalassarche salvini @ 05
Wilson's Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus & il
White-faced Storm-Petrel Pelagodroma marina @ a2
New Zealand Storm-Petrel Fregetta maoriana @ 1R
Northern Giant-Petrel Macronectes halli @ 5
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Pintado Petrel Daption capense @

Cook's Petrel Pterodroma cookii @

Fairy Prion Pachyptila turtur @

White-chinned Petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis @
Parkinson's Petrel Procellaria parkinsoni @
Westland Petrel Procellaria westlandica @
Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas @
Flesh-footed Shearwater Ardenna carneipes @
Buller's Shearwater Ardennabulleri @

Sooty Shearwater Ardennagrisea @
Short-tailed Shearwater Ardenna tenuirostris @
Hutton's Shearwater Puffinus huttoni @
Fluttering Shearwater Puffinus gavia @

Little Shearwater Puffinus assimilis @

Common Diving-Petrel Pelecanoides urinatrix @
Australasian Gannet Morus serrator @

Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos @
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo @
Spotted Shag Phalacrocorax punctatus @

Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
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Field Guides Birding Tours --NEW ZEALAND, 2025 (with Dan Lane, Michelle Greene, and Michael Burton-Smith) - eBird Trip Report

Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius @

New Zealand King Shag Leucocarbo carunculatus @

Stewart Island Shag Leucocarbo chalconotus @
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia @
Australasian Bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus @
Nankeen Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus @
Pacific Reef-Heron Egrettasacra @
White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae @
Swamp Harrier Circus approximans @
Morepork Ninox novaeseelandiae @

Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus @
New Zealand Falcon Falco novaeseelandiae &
Kea Nestor notabilis &

New Zealand Kaka Nestor meridionalis &

Red-crowned Parakeet Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae @

Yellow-crowned Parakeet Cyanoramphus auriceps @

Malherbe's Parakeet Cyanoramphus malherbi @

Eastern Rosella Platycercus eximius * @

Rifleman Acanthisitta chloris @

https://ebird.org/tripreport/436989
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Field Guides Birding Tours --NEW ZEALAND, 2025 (with Dan Lane, Michelle Greene, and Michael Burton-Smith) - eBird Trip Report

Tui Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae @

New Zealand Bellbird Anthornis melanura @
Gray Gerygone Gerygoneigata @

Whitehead Mohoua albicilla &

Yellowhead Mohoua ochrocephala @

Pipipi Mohoua novaeseelandiae @

Australian Magpie Gymnorhinatibicen * @
New Zealand Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa @
North Island Kokako Callaeas wilsoni @

North Island Saddleback Philesturnus rufusater @
South Island Saddleback Philesturnus carunculatus &
Stitchbird Notiomystis cincta @

Tomtit Petroica macrocephala @

North Island Robin Petroica longipes @

South Island Robin Petroica australis @

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis * @

New Zealand Fernbird Poodytes punctatus @
Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena @
Silvereye Zosterops lateralis @

European Starling Sturnus vulgaris * @

https://ebird.org/tripreport/436989
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31 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis * @ gl

53 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos * @ (1 RES)

72 Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula = @ W33

18 Dunnock Prunella modularis * & a3

281 House Sparrow Passer domesticus * 0l 36

3 New Zealand Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae @ 02

87 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs * @ ml 28

43 European Greenfinch Chloris chloris * @ a7

63 Redpoll Acanthisflammea * @ [1RE)

62 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis * @ il 20

24 Yellowhammer Emberizacitrinella * @ al10

HYBRIDS

36 Pacific Black Duck x Mallard (hybrid) Anas superciliosa x platyrhynchos a5
ADDITIONAL TAXA

8 Cookilaria petrel sp. Pterodroma sp. (Cookilaria sp.) a2

20 Hutton's/Fluttering Shearwater Puffinus huttoni/gavia (1l

https://ebird.org/tripreport/436989 9/9
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