Trip Report — Brazil Nutshell: Intervales,
Iguazu Falls & the Pantanal 2026

March 7-21, 2026 with Marcelo Padua

Iguazu Falls is a highlight of the tour, and we spent some good time just viewing this amazing
place. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua.

Brazil is much larger than most people realize. This continent-sized country is
larger than the contiguous lower 48 states of the United States, and boasts
the greatest biodiversity on earth, accounting for more than 10 percent of all
living species on earth, and ranking as the second country in bird diversity in
the world, making it quite hard for any first-time visitor to choose an itinerary
for a first visit to Brazil.



This tour is an excellent option for those who want to get a good introduction
to Brazil. We started things off with a four-night stay at Intervales State
Park, one of the largest remaining tracts of the Atlantic Forest and one of the
best birding sites in Brazil. Our days here were filled with exciting mixed
species flocks and skulking endemics that we managed to view one at a time.
During our breaks, we enjoyed exciting birds that were brought into view by
our excellent local guide. His feeding stations provided amazing views of
rarely seen birds such as the secretive Red-and-white Crake. We collected a
vast list of Antbirds, Foliage-gleaners, colorful Tanagers, and we even found
a Canada Warbler that was a lifer for our local guide and one of the first
records for the state of Sao Paulo.

We got up close to Green-headed Tanagers as they visited us during breakfast. Photo by guide
Marcelo Padua.



Our next stop was as much about the scenery as it was about the birds, as
we headed to one of the most spectacular natural wonders of the world,
Iguazu Falls. We explored both the Argentine side of the falls and the
Brazilian side of the falls, and enjoyed fairy tale views of Toco Toucans,
Green-headed Tanagers, Plush-crested Jays and Peregrine Falcons chasing
Great Dusky Swifts as they dropped out of the sky to roost behind the falls.
The trails around the falls also provided some memorable birding
experiences, and we even found some of the very local specialties, such as
Creamy-bellied Gnatcatcher and Southern Bristle-Tyrant.

This Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl posed nicely for us. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua.

The last leg of the journey was dedicated to one of the most famous wildlife
destinations on earth, the Pantanal, and we were certainly not disappointed.
It is hard for me to choose a highlight from our time spent in the Pantanal, as
one could say that the two Jaguars sitting on a river bank were special, or
that the amazing beauty of Hyacinth Macaws, the world’s largest parrots,
was a highlight, or even seeing hundreds of migrating Mississippi Kites was a



treat. Any way you look at it, the Pantanal does not disappoint, with its sheer
abundance of wildlife right outside the rooms, with Bare-faced Curassows,
Chestnut-bellied Guans and Red-legged Seriemas wandering around the
rooms, while birds like Yellow-billed Cardinals, Purplish Jays and Nanday
Parakeets crowded the feeders around the lodges.

| had a wonderful time showing you a bit of this amazing country, and | hope
you have fond memories of our tour, and that our paths cross again someday
on a birding trail in Brazil or elsewhere. Happy Birding!

In the Pantanal, we had a great view of this gorgeous Jaguar. Photo by guide Marcelo Padua.

In addition to all the great birds we saw we also amassed quite the list of

mammals seen on the tour. Here is a list of the species we encountered on
our tour route:



Black-tailed Marmoset (Mico melanurus)
Black-and-gold Howler (Alouatta caraya)
Brown Capuchin (Sapajus apella)

Giant Anteater (Myrmecophaga tridactyla)
Southern Tamandua (Tamandua tetradactyla)
Common Tapeti (Sylvilagus brasiliensis)
Guianan Squirrel (Sciurus aestuans)

Greater Capybara (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris)
Azara's Agouti (Dasyprocta azarae)
Crab-eating Raccoon (Procyon cancrivorus)
South American Coati (Nasua nasua)

Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis)

Jaguar (Panthera onca)

Lowland Tapir (Tapirus terrestris)

Common Red Brocket (Mazama americana)
Common Brown Brocket (Mazama gouazoubira)

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/553369

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/nut26 TRIPLIST.pdf

-- Marcelo Padua
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Greater Rhea Rhea americana

Brown Tinamou Crypturellus obsoletus

Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus
Southern Screamer Chauna torquata
White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata

Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis
Black-fronted Piping-Guan Pipile jacutinga
White-throated Piping-Guan Pipile grayi
Dusky-legged Guan Penelope obscura
Chestnut-bellied Guan Penelope ochrogaster
Bare-faced Curassow Crax fasciolata

Chaco Chachalaca Ortalis canicollis

Spot-winged Wood-Quail Odontophorus capueira
Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro

Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti

Scaled Dove Columbina squammata

Long-tailed Ground Dove Uropelia campestris

White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
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Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla

Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata

Guira Cuckoo Guira guira

Greater Ani Crotophaga major

Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani

Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia

Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana
Pearly-breasted Cuckoo Coccyzus euleri @
Band-tailed Nighthawk Nyctiprogne leucopyga
Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis

Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus

Great Dusky Swift Cypseloides senex
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris
Black Jacobin Florisuga fusca

Dusky-throated Hermit Phaethornis squalidus
Buff-bellied Hermit Phaethornis subochraceus
Planalto Hermit Phaethornis pretrei
Scale-throated Hermit Phaethornis eurynome
White-tailed Goldenthroat Polytmus guainumbi
Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis
Festive Coquette Lophornis chalybeus

Amethyst Woodstar Calliphlox amethystina
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Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon lucidus
Purple-crowned Plovercrest Stephanoxis loddigesii
Violet-capped Woodnymph Thalurania glaucopis
Swallow-tailed Hummingbird Eupetomena macroura
Versicolored Emerald Chrysuronia versicolor
White-throated Hummingbird Leucochloris albicollis
Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata
Sapphire-spangled Emerald Chionomesa lactea
Gilded Hummingbird Hylocharis chrysura

Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans

Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus
Slaty-breasted Wood-Rail Aramides saracura
Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica
Red-and-white Crake Rufirallus leucopyrrhus
Limpkin Aramus guarauna

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus

Pied Plover Hoploxypterus cayanus

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Collared Plover Anarhynchus collaris

Wattled Jacana Jacanajacana

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes

Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii
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Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex
Sunbittern Eurypyga helias

Jabiru Jabiru mycteria

Wood Stork Mycteria americana
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum
Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis
Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus
Plumbeous Ibis Theristicus caerulescens
Buff-necked lbis Theristicus caudatus
Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja

Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix
Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea
Snowy Egret Egretta thula
Striated Heron Butorides striata
Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis
Great Egret Ardea alba

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
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Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus
Bicolored Hawk Astur bicolor

Mississippi Kite Ictinia mississippiensis

Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens
Black-collared Hawk Busarellus nigricollis

Snail Kite Rostrhamus sociabilis

Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis

Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga

Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris

American Barn Owl Tyto furcata

Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba
Long-tufted Screech-Owl Megascops sanctaecatarinae
Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia

Rusty-barred Owl Strix hylophila

Striped Owl Asio clamator

Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis

Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui

Surucua Trogon Trogon surrucura

Atlantic Black-throated Trogon Trogon chrysochloros
Rufous-capped Motmot Baryphthengus ruficapillus

Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata
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6 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona M3
1 Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana (1l
1 Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda (1l
2 Buff-bellied Puffbird Notharchus swainsoni il
4 Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons a3
1 Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda Ml
3 Saffron Toucanet Pteroglossus bailloni il
9 Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis W4
1 Spot-billed Toucanet Selenidera maculirostris il
37 Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco a5
4 Red-breasted Toucan Ramphastos dicolorus (1
6 Ochre-collared Piculet Picumnus temminckii W5
5 White-wedged Piculet Picumnus albosquamatus i3
7 White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus 2
2 Yellow-fronted Woodpecker Melanerpes flavifrons 2
1 White-spotted Woodpecker Veniliornis spilogaster il
5 Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus (1
1 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos il
1 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus il
2 Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus (1l
6 Pale-crested Woodpecker Celeus lugubris a5
5 Blond-crested Woodpecker Celeus flavescens a4
1 White-browed Woodpecker Piculus aurulentus (1l
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19 Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris @l 10
22 Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata [ 14
2 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans (1l
5 Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus i3
122 Crested Caracara Caracara plancus a2
6 Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima a3
4 Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis 2
1 BatFalcon Faico rufigularis il
3 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus w2
47 Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 08
5 Plain Parakeet Brotogeris tirica il
53 Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri a3
8 Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani [ 11S)
53 Turquoise-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva mo
30 Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica (1l
X Maroon-bellied Parakeet Pyrrhura frontalis il
16 Hyacinth Macaw Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus (K3
2 Peach-fronted Parakeet Eupsittula aurea il
70 Nanday Parakeet Aratinga nenday M3
4 Yellow-collared Macaw Primolius auricollis (1l
2 Blue-crowned Parakeet Thectocercus acuticaudatus il
15 White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus (118
14 Spot-backed Antshrike Hypoedaleus guttatus a8
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Giant Antshrike Batara cinerea

Great Antshrike Taraba major

White-bearded Antshrike Biatas nigropectus

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus

Rufous-capped Antshrike Thamnophilus ruficapillus

Planalto Slaty-Antshrike Thamnophilus pelzelni

Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens

Star-throated Antwren Rhopias gularis

Spot-breasted Antvireo Dysithamnus stictothorax

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis

Large-billed Antwren Herpsilochmus longirostris

Rufous-margined Antwren Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus

Rusty-backed Antwren Formicivora rufa
Ferruginous Antbird Drymophila ferruginea
Bertoni's Antbird Drymophila rubricollis
Ochre-rumped Antbird Drymophila ochropyga
Dusky-tailed Antbird Drymophila malura
Streak-capped Antwren Terenura maculata

Mato Grosso Antbird Cercomacra melanaria

White-shouldered Fire-eye Pyriglena leucoptera

Band-tailed Antbird Hypocnemoides maculicauda

Squamate Antbird Myrmoderus squamosus

Black-cheeked Gnateater Conopophaga melanops
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Rufous Gnateater Conopophaga lineata
Variegated Antpitta Grallaria varia

Slaty Bristlefront Merulaxis ater

Mouse-colored Tapaculo Scytalopus speluncae
Rufous-capped Antthrush Formicarius colma
Short-tailed Antthrush Chamaeza campanisona
Rufous-breasted Leaftosser Sclerurus scansor
Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus
Plain-winged Woodcreeper Dendrocincla turdina
Planalto Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes platyrostris
White-throated Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes albicollis
Great Rufous Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes major
Lesser Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus fuscus
Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus

Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris

Atlantic Plain-Xenops Xenops minutus

Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans

Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus

Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus

Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper Lochmias nematura

White-collared Foliage-gleaner Anabazenops fuscus

Sharp-billed Treehunter Heliobletus contaminatus
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3 Black-capped Foliage-gleaner Philydor atricapillus
1 White-browed Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia amaurotis
5 Ochre-breasted Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia lichtensteini
2 Buff-browed Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla rufosuperciliata
2 Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa
1 White-eyed Foliage-gleaner Automolus leucophthalmus
2 Araucaria Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura setaria
7 Rufous-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons
5 Greater Thornbird Phacellodomus ruber
4 Orange-breasted Thornbird Phacellodomus ferrugineigula
2 Rusty-backed Spinetail Cranioleuca vulpina
4 Pallid Spinetail Cranioleuca pallida
3 Rufous Cacholote Pseudoseisura unirufa
6 Yellow-chinned Spinetail Certhiaxis cinnamomeus
3 Chotoy Spinetail Schoeniophylax phryganophilus
1 Gray-bellied Spinetail Synallaxis cinerascens
5 White-lored Spinetail Synallaxis albilora
4 Rufous-capped Spinetail Synallaxis ruficapilla
1 Spix's Spinetail Synallaxis spixi
12 Swallow-tailed Manakin Chiroxiphia caudata
6 Band-tailed Manakin Pipra fasciicauda
5 Hooded Berryeater Carpornis cucullata

3 Red-ruffed Fruitcrow Pyroderus scutatus
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Cinnamon-vented Piha Lipaugus lanioides
Bare-throated Bellbird Procnias nudicollis
Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana

Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor

Greenish Schiffornis Schiffornis virescens
Chestnut-crowned Becard Pachyramphus castaneus
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Crested Becard Pachyramphus validus

Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris

White-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus
Gray-hooded Flycatcher Mionectes rufiventris
Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus
Southern Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus eximius

Sao Paulo Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus paulista
Oustalet's Tyrannulet Phylloscartes oustaleti
Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet Phylloscartes ventralis
Southern Antpipit Corythopis delalandi

Eared Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis auricularis

Eye-ringed Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus orbitatus
Hangnest Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus nidipendulus
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer
Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus plumbeiceps

Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus latirostris
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Gray-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum poliocephalum

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
Yellow-olive Flatbill TolImomyias sulphurescens
Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum
Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola

Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii

Gray-headed Elaenia Myiopagis caniceps
Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis viridicata
Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster
Small-billed Elaenia Elaenia parvirostris

Large Elaenia Elaenia spectabilis

Olivaceous Elaenia Elaenia mesoleuca

Sooty Tyrannulet Serpophaga nigricans
White-crested Tyrannulet Serpophaga subcristata
Planalto Tyrannulet Phyllomyias fasciatus
Gray-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseocapilla
Rough-legged Tyrannulet Acrochordopus burmeisteri
Euler's Flycatcher Lathrotriccus euleri

Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus
Southern Scrub-Flycatcher Sublegatus modestus
White-rumped Monjita Xolmis velatus

White-headed Marsh Tyrant Arundinicola leucocephala
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Masked Water-Tyrant Fluvicola nengeta
Streamer-tailed Tyrant Gubernetes yetapa
Rufous-tailed Attila Attila phoenicurus
Dull-capped Attila Attila bolivianus
Gray-hooded Attila Attila rufus

Sibilant Sirystes Sirystes sibilator

Rufous Casiornis Casiornis rufus

Swainson's Flycatcher Myiarchus swainsoni
Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox
Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus
Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa

Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis
Three-striped Flycatcher Conopias trivirgatus
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus
Variegated Flycatcher Empidonomus varius
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis
Rufous-crowned Greenlet Hylophilus poicilotis

Ashy-headed Greenlet Hylophilus pectoralis
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Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi

Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas
Plush-crested Jay Cyanocorax chrysops
Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla
White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer
Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea
Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera
Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca
Masked Gnatcatcher Polioptila dumicola
Creamy-bellied Gnatcatcher Polioptila lactea
Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus
Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus
Buff-breasted Wren Cantorchilus leucotis
Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus
Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus
Yellow-legged Thrush Turdus flavipes
White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis
Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas
Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris

House Sparrow Passer domesticus %

Yellowish Pipit Anthus chii

Golden-rumped Euphonia Chlorophonia cyanocephala

Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica
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Green-throated Euphonia Euphonia chalybea
Violaceous Euphonia Euphonia violacea
Chestnut-bellied Euphonia Euphonia pectoralis
Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis
Half-collared Sparrow Arremon semitorquatus
Saffron-billed Sparrow Arremon flavirostris
Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis
White-browed Meadowlark Leistes superciliaris
Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus
Solitary Black Cacique Cacicus solitarius
Golden-winged Cacique Cacicus chrysopterus
Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela
Red-rumped Cacique Cacicus haemorrhous
Variable Oriole Icterus pyrrhopterus
Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus

Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi

Grayish Baywing Agelaioides badius
Unicolored Blackbird Agelasticus cyanopus
Southern Yellowthroat Geothlypis velata
Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi

Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus
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Flavescent Warbler Myiothlypis flaveola

White-browed Warbler Myiothlypis leucoblephara

Riverbank Warbler Myiothlypis rivularis

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis

Olive-green Tanager Orthogonys chloricterus

Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica

Ultramarine Grosbeak Cyanoloxia brissonii

Red-crested Cardinal Paroaria coronata

Yellow-billed Cardinal Paroaria capitata

Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus

Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileata

Gray-throated Warbling Finch Microspingus cabanisi

Black-goggled Tanager Trichothraupis melanops

Ruby-crowned Tanager Tachyphonus coronatus

White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus

Brazilian Tanager Ramphocelus bresilius

Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo

Diademed Tanager Stephanophorus diadematus

Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca

Azure-shouldered Tanager Thraupis cyanoptera

Golden-chevroned Tanager Thraupis ornata

Chestnut-backed Tanager Stilpnia preciosa

Green-headed Tanager Tangara seledon
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Brassy-breasted Tanager Tangara desmaresti

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

Guira Tanager Hemithraupis guira
Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum
Uniform Finch Haplospiza unicolor

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola

Lined Seedeater Sporophila lineola

White-bellied Seedeater Sporophila leucoptera
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch Sporophila angolensis
Double-collared Seedeater Sporophila caerulescens
Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris
Red-crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Bluish-gray Saltator Saltator coerulescens

Green-winged Saltator Saitator similis
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