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We mixed history with birding by visiting the world-famous Monte Albán archaeological site! Photo by guide Cory Gregory.

It was my pleasure to join Dan and all of you for this week-long exploration of the Oaxaca area. We enjoyed a variety of habitats, elevations, some
impressive cultural sites, amazing food, a giant tree, and even a bird or two! From the dry and scrubby valley ﬂoor to the cloud-forests dotted with pines
and ﬁrs, the habitats yielded an impressive variety of birds, many of them endemic to Mexico. What a fantastic way to spend a week in February!
Dawn on Day 1 and we were off to the east towards the Teotitlán del Valle area. It didn’t take long to spy Crested Caracaras overhead (and even a hot-air
balloon or two!). Our ﬁrst stop in the dry valley bottom netted us some superb Mexican endemic birds like Gray-breasted Woodpecker, White-throated
Towhee, and Boucard’s Wrens. Farther up the slope we visited the oasis of Presa Piedra Azul where new birds came fast and furious; a variety of ducks
(including two very rare Hooded Mergansers), grebes, shorebirds, and even some kingﬁshers were waiting to be sorted through. Around the edges of the
reservoir, we saw the very handsome Bridled Sparrow, a squeaking Thick-billed Kingbird, and the eye-burning Vermilion Flycatcher. Higher up in
elevation, we enjoyed sightings of Elegant Euphonia, the popular Red Warbler, Chestnut-capped Brushﬁnch, Collared Towhee, Orange-billed
Nightingale-Thrush, Mountain Trogon, and the amazing Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo. What a start to the trip!
Our second day took us past Pollo Niño for some scrub birding where we chanced into several tough endemics: Dwarf and Slaty vireos, Oaxaca
Sparrows, and more Boucard’s Wrens. We continued uphill until we reached La Cumbre (about 10,000 feet in elevation) where the quiet and peaceful
pine forests dominated the landscape. This unique habitat yielded a new variety of birds like Spot-crowned and Strong-billed woodcreepers, Russet
Nightingale-Thrush, Mexican Chickadee, the arboreal Gray-barred Wrens, and even a couple of the highly-localized Dwarf Jays. It was this afternoon
that we had a great experience with some (almost) visible Long-tailed Wood-Partridge (groan).
The next day was an exploration into yet another different habitat; we headed towards the coast, down in elevation, to the KM 77 area. Hiking up the
dry, desert wash put us in great position to see specialties like Russet-crowned Motmot, Green-fronted Hummingbird, Rufous-naped Wren, White-lored
Gnatcatcher, Varied Bunting, and a great study between Ash-throated and Nutting’s ﬂycatchers. Although breezy and warm, the visit to the radio towers
on our return drive was interesting. We had our ﬁrst taste of Ocellated Thrasher behavior (sneaky!), saw a few distant Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jays, and a
skulky Audubon’s Oriole. We relaxed in the afternoon by visiting the ruins of Mitla and Yagul where Jorge gave us fantastic walking tours.
The world-famous ruins at Monte Albán awaited us on our fourth day. We started early by birding the nearby trails and hillsides and were ﬂoored by our
amazing luck with Ocellated Thrasher! One was up and singing and we all enjoyed amazing scope looks at this highly-localized endemic (nearly
conﬁned to the state of Oaxaca). We then enjoyed a very informative trip through Monte Albán led once again by our guide Jorge. The ruins provided
more than just a history lesson though; we saw some fun species like Zone-tailed Hawk, Bushtit, and even an out-in-the-open Grasshopper Sparrow!
That evening some of us ventured up to the high reaches of La Cumbre for a picnic dinner and some nighttime exploration. Although chilly, we were
rewarded with a smashing mix of night birds such as three Flammulated Owls (including awesome looks at one singing), 3 Fulvous Owls, a great look at
Whiskered Screech-Owl, and even some Mexican Whip-poor-wills to boot!
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We revisited the scrub and forests above Teotitlán on our 5th day. This time we were able to get down to business and found some responsive Lesser
Roadrunners, West Mexican Chachalacas, “Dickey’s” Audubon’s Oriole, Blue-throated Hummingbird, and a shy White-striped Woodcreeper. Lunch
was at the amazing Restaurante Tlamanalli where the Mendoza sisters showed us their traditional weavings.
Our ﬁnal day of birding was in the highlands near La Cumbre where we ventured down the Yuvila Road. We enjoyed new species like Red Crossbill,
Black-headed Siskin, Rose-throated Becard, and a stunning view of the “Mountain” race of Northern Pygmy-Owl. A leisurely lunch at the Calibri
restaurant provided us with our ﬁrst Common Ravens, a moth that preferred Bart’s sleeve, and a Magniﬁcent Hummer or two.
All in all, it was a successful trip and Dan and I would like to thank all of you for being so much fun to bird with. It was a pleasure spending a week in
this glorious part of Mexico, basking in the sun, watching endemic birds, and eating the unique cuisine (chapulines, anyone??). We hope to see you
again on a future tour and until then, good birding to “owl” of you!
-- Cory
KEYS FOR THIS LIST
One of the following keys may be shown in brackets for individual species as appropriate: * = heard only, I = introduced, E = endemic, N = nesting, a =
austral migrant, b = boreal migrant

BIRDS
Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl)
BLUEWINGED TEAL (Anas discors) – Our first morning out, we saw a few of these on the backside of Presa Piedra Azul above Teotitlán del Valle.
[b]
NORTHERN SHOVELER (Anas clypeata) – As was the case with the preceding species, we only saw this dabbler at Presa Piedra Azul. We would
see this species again later in the week as we passed by the same location. [b]
GREENWINGED TEAL (Anas crecca) – Also on the backside of Presa Piedra Azul, this is the world’s smallest dabbling duck species. [b]
HOODED MERGANSER (Lophodytes cucullatus) – Two females on Presa Piedra Azul turned out to be a major rarity for the area! First seen at this
spot last February, these two mergs are extremely rare this far south and represent some of the southernmost records for the country. [b]
RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis) – Chalk up another species from Presa Piedra Azul on Day 1. [b]
Cracidae (Guans, Chachalacas, and Curassows)
WEST MEXICAN CHACHALACA (Ortalis poliocephala) – Although loud and garrulous when calling, this species can still slink away without
being seen. Thankfully, we spotted a pair high on the ridge above Teotitlán del Valle while we were scoping an Audubon’s Oriole. This species is
endemic to western Mexico. [E]
Odontophoridae (New World Quail)
LONGTAILED WOODPARTRIDGE (Dendrortyx macroura) – Arrrg, what a sneaky species! Although soveryclose, we couldn’t pull this
Mexican endemic into the light of the road up beyond La Cumbre. Still, we got to hear them loudandclear! [E*]
Podicipedidae (Grebes)
LEAST GREBE (Tachybaptus dominicus) – Presa Piedra Azul was teeming with this tiny, alldark grebe. True to its name, this is the world’s smallest
grebe species!
Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns)
GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias) – At least one or two of these familiar herons were chillin’ like villains on the edge of Presa Piedra Azul.
GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba) – These graceful and longnecked egrets were also seen fishing on the edges of Presa Piedra Azul.
SNOWY EGRET (Egretta thula) – Although smaller than the previous two species, this white egret has yellow “slippers”. Seen a couple of times at
Presa Piedra Azul.
LITTLE BLUE HERON (Egretta caerulea) – Although this rare heron is not seen every year on this tour, we had good luck in finding one at Presa
Piedra Azul.
CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis) – Not as restricted to wetlands as the previous four species, this small, white egret was seen several times in
grasslands, often in the vicinity of cattle.
GREEN HERON (Butorides virescens) – Although typically less conspicuous than the other herons, this species was spied on the shores of Presa
Piedra Azul on both days that we passed by.
Cathartidae (New World Vultures)
BLACK VULTURE (Coragyps atratus) – This shorttailed vulture was seen overhead at various points on most days.
TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura) – This was the most widespread species vulture on tour.
Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites)
WHITETAILED KITE (Elanus leucurus) – We all enjoyed watching this graceful raptor overhead from the trails near Monte Albán. This species is
an expert hoverer and we got to witness this type of flying as it hunted.
SHARPSHINNED HAWK (Accipiter striatus) – This small accipiter put in a couple of brief appearances including Day 1 above Teotitlán del Valle.
The small size and squaredoff tail help separate this species from the following species.
COOPER'S HAWK (Accipiter cooperii) – Bigger than the preceding species, this hawk was seen a couple of times including once from the front of
our hotel! Some folks in the first van caught a glimpse of another as we drove into the Yagul ruins.
WHITETAILED HAWK (Geranoaetus albicaudatus) – A very attractive species of open grasslands, this broadwinged raptor was first seen during
our UTurn to go back for the Gray Hawk. We would see more later on including a pair at Monte Albán.
GRAY HAWK (Buteo plagiatus) – This rare winter visitor to the Oaxaca Valley took us by surprise. We spotted this same bird twice, both times
perched on a power line outside of Oaxaca City.
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SHORTTAILED HAWK (Buteo brachyurus) – One of these tropical buteos was seen overhead while we were visiting the Mitla ruins.
ZONETAILED HAWK (Buteo albonotatus) – This fascinating, vulturelookalike was spotted twice during our trip; first over Monte Albán (carrying
prey, no less!) and again at higher elevations along the Yuvila Road.
REDTAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis) – This familiar species was seen several times throughout our visit; sometimes high above the ridges uphill
from Teotitlán del Valle, sometimes on power line poles down in the valley.
Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots)
AMERICAN COOT (Fulica americana) – The only suitable habitat for this species on tour was at Presa Piedra Azul and, wouldn’t you know it, it was
chockfull of coots! [b]
Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings)
KILLDEER (Charadrius vociferus) – A lone Killdeer was seen on the backside of Presa Piedra Azul on our first day.
Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies)
LEAST SANDPIPER (Calidris minutilla) – This little peep, the smallest shorebird in the world, was seen at Presa Piedra Azul on our first day. The
hunchedover posture, short bill, and yellow legs are good ID marks. [b]
SPOTTED SANDPIPER (Actitis macularius) – Tailbobbing and running along the shoreline, this shorebird was right at home at Presa Piedra Azul on
our first day of birding. [b]
Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)
ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia) – This familiar species was seen almost every day in urban areas. [I]
INCA DOVE (Columbina inca) – Although misnamed (the Incas didn't live in Mexico, the Aztecs did), this little, scaled species was seen most days,
sometimes right around our hotel.
WHITETIPPED DOVE (Leptotila verreauxi) – This larger, more secretive dove was spied only a few times including a brief look on our KM 77 hike.
Unfortunately the views were brief and not everyone saw it.
WHITEWINGED DOVE (Zenaida asiatica) – Seen every day on tour, this common species was widespread in urban and rural areas alike, especially
at lower elevations.
MOURNING DOVE (Zenaida macroura) – Certainly not as common as other doves in the Oaxaca area, this species was still seen several days, often
as flybys. The distinctive wingwhir as they launch into flight is a solid giveaway to their presence.
Cuculidae (Cuckoos)
LESSER ROADRUNNER (Geococcyx velox) – It took a fair bit of work but we were eventually rewarded with an outstanding show of two counter
singing roadrunners above Teotitlán del Valle. At one point, one of the birds even glided in over the hillside! This is a retiring species that can be
tough to find when you want to.
Strigidae (Owls)
FLAMMULATED OWL (Psiloscops flammeolus) – Our owling adventure yielded no fewer than three of these montane, yearround owls. Our final
stop that evening was highlighted by one that came into view and continued to sing for several minutes. Wow, what a treat!
WHISKERED SCREECHOWL (Megascops trichopsis) – Another splendid find on our nocturnal quest for night birds, this species prefers oak or
oakconifer highlands.
NORTHERN PYGMYOWL (MOUNTAIN) (Glaucidium gnoma gnoma) – This tiny, diurnal owl finally came into view on our last day along the
Yuvila Road on Cerro San Felipe. The “Mountain” subspecies, G. g. gnoma, is actually the nominate race for this wideranging species.
FULVOUS OWL (Strix fulvescens) – Although it wasn’t clear for many years which Strix species was present in the La Cumbre area of Cerro San
Felipe, we now know that Fulvous is a safe bet. We found three of these mysterious owls on our night trip including a duetting pair!
Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and Allies)
MEXICAN WHIPPOORWILL (Antrostomus arizonae) – This species was considered part of the Whippoorwill complex until 2011 when it was
given species status. We found a couple of these on our way down Cerro San Felipe on our owling trip.
Apodidae (Swifts)
WHITETHROATED SWIFT (Aeronautes saxatalis) – We chanced into one of these high above Teotitlán del Valle. This species, which is sometimes
missed on Oaxaca tours, is often considered one of the fastest flying birds.
Trochilidae (Hummingbirds)
MEXICAN VIOLETEAR (Colibri thalassinus) – The Green Violetear was recently split into two species: the Lesser Violetear from Costa Rica
southward, and the Mexican Violetear from Nicaragua northward. We saw the latter, a highland species, fairly well on our first day to the upper
reaches of the Teotitlán del Valle.
MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD (Eugenes fulgens) – We watched this large hummer come in to drink at our final lunch stop at the aptlynamed
Restaurante Colibri. We saw another along the Yuvila Road.
PLAINCAPPED STARTHROAT (Heliomaster constantii) – An uncommon species around Oaxaca, an adult was seen feeding a fledged youngster at
the Mitla Ruins. Additionally, we spotted another two on our hike near KM 77.
BLUETHROATED HUMMINGBIRD (Lampornis clemenciae) – This large brute of a hummer was heard well and seen briefly as it fed on flowers
along the Yuvila Road. Being a fast flyer, however, it didn’t stick around for long.
BEAUTIFUL HUMMINGBIRD (Calothorax pulcher) – What a teaser! This small hummer gave us a runaround below the Yagul Ruins before
vanishing. Another was heard at Monte Albán but, again, no luck in pulling it into view. [E]
DUSKY HUMMINGBIRD (Cynanthus sordidus) – This Mexican endemic was fairly common at lower elevations. We spotted our first on Day 1
shortly after turning up towards Teotitlán del Valle. [E]
BERYLLINE HUMMINGBIRD (Amazilia beryllina) – Another fairly common hummingbird, these were called out several times including around
the hotel and up above Teotitlán del Valle.
GREENFRONTED HUMMINGBIRD (Amazilia viridifrons) – This species has been reliable around the KM 77 area in recent years. We enjoyed
great scope views as one perched out in the open for everyone to see.
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WHITEEARED HUMMINGBIRD (Hylocharis leucotis) – Striking and common; what a great combo for a hummer! We had quick looks here and
there before really settling in on one along the Yuvila Road on our last day.
Trogonidae (Trogons)
MOUNTAIN TROGON (Trogon mexicanus) – Although similar to the Elegant Trogon found farther north, this is the species we saw on three of our
days; first high above Teotitlán del Valle and then twice more in the La Cumbre area. This location is very fitting for a bird named T. mexicanus.
Momotidae (Motmots)
RUSSETCROWNED MOTMOT (Momotus mexicanus) – What a beaut! Our hike up the dry wash at KM 77 produced this fantastic motmot. Scope
views were had by all!
Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)
BELTED KINGFISHER (Megaceryle alcyon) – We spied this rare kingfisher at Presa Piedra Azul both times that we passed by. [b]
GREEN KINGFISHER (Chloroceryle americana) – Smaller (and greener!) than the previous species, a pair of these were waiting for us at Presa
Piedra Azul when we first pulled up.
Picidae (Woodpeckers)
ACORN WOODPECKER (Melanerpes formicivorus) – We had only a brief encounter with this highland species on our first day above Teotitlán del
Valle.
GRAYBREASTED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes hypopolius) – A specialty of the Oaxaca area, this Mexican endemic was seen below Teotitlán del
Valle on our first day. We would go on to see more at KM 77, the Mitla ruins, and other roadside stops in the valley. [E]
GOLDENFRONTED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes aurifrons) – We were surprised to find this Melanerpes sidebyside with Graybreasted
Woodpeckers on our hike at KM 77.
YELLOWBELLIED SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus varius) – This migrant from farther north was seen on our first day above Teotitlán del Valle. We
especially admired the handiwork of this species, rings of sap wells, on one of the roadside trees. [b]
LADDERBACKED WOODPECKER (Picoides scalaris) – A drycountry species that was seen on three backtoback days. Our first sighting was
from the trail near at Monte Albán.
HAIRY WOODPECKER (SOUTH MEXICAN) (Picoides villosus jardinii) – Although the same species as the Hairy Woodpeckers we have in the
U.S., this subspecies is limited to southern Mexico and Guatemala.
NORTHERN FLICKER (REDSHAFTED) (Colaptes auratus mexicanus) – Flickers were fairly common at the higher elevations such as the La
Cumbre area. These flickers found in Oaxaca are the southernmost of the "Redshafted" subspecies (the ones found farther south are known as
"Guatemalan" Flickers).
Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras)
CRESTED CARACARA (Caracara cheriway) – This drycountry species was common throughout our time in Oaxaca and was seen nearly every day.
AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius) – It wasn't uncommon to see this small falcon perched on power lines throughout the Oaxaca Valley.
PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus) – Due to the sharp eyes of Karen and Dan, we turned around and got great looks at two of these impressive
predators perched on towers outside of town.
Psittacidae (New World and African Parrots)
REDLORED PARROT (Amazona autumnalis) – Seeing a new species for the trip while doing the checklist is a fun way to do it! A pair of these flew
over as we lounged, I mean worked, by the pool one afternoon. [I]
Furnariidae (Ovenbirds and Woodcreepers)
STRONGBILLED WOODCREEPER (CENTRAL AMERICAN) (Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus sclateri) – This population, isolated from the
others, sounds quite different (which is rather mysterious). It took some work but we eventually found a pair in the forests near La Cumbre on Cerro
San Felipe.
WHITESTRIPED WOODCREEPER (Lepidocolaptes leucogaster) – Although this bird was vocally responsive, it just didn't want to perch out in the
open for everyone. Our only sightings came from the Jilguero area above Teotitlán del Valle. [E]
SPOTCROWNED WOODCREEPER (Lepidocolaptes affinis affinis) – This species was spotted on our hike along the Cabeza de la Vaca trail on
Cerro San Felipe. Not nearly as large or largebilled as the Strongbilled Woodcreeper.
Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers)
NORTHERN BEARDLESSTYRANNULET (Camptostoma imberbe) – We heard several (and a couple of them did laps around us) but they hardly
ever sat still! This bushycrested flycatcher prefers the dry washes and scrubby areas.
TUFTED FLYCATCHER (Mitrephanes phaeocercus) – Finally, a distinctive flycatcher! Not only is this flycatcher draped in a warm, cinnamon color,
it has a big crest too! We saw this species well on our first day above Teotitlán del Valle.
GREATER PEWEE (Contopus pertinax) – This large species of flycatcher was seen at several highland locations.
HAMMOND'S FLYCATCHER (Empidonax hammondii) – We found this wintering empid species both times up the Teotitlán del Valle area.
Compared to Dusky Flycatcher, this longerwinged species often prefers higher elevations and higher perches within the forest. [b]
DUSKY FLYCATCHER (Empidonax oberholseri) – Our most commonlyseen empid, especially great looks were had at Monte Albán. Unlike the
Hammond's Flycatcher, this species gives a "whit" call note. [b]
BLACK PHOEBE (Sayornis nigricans) – This waterloving flycatcher stayed low in a creek bed just uphill from Presa Piedra Azul. Turns out, this was
our only sighting of the tour.
VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubinus) – This retinaburning species added a welcome splash of color at many of our Oaxaca Valley
stops. They seemed especially fond of the openness of the ruins like Monte Albán.
DUSKYCAPPED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus tuberculifer) – Seen on two of our days, this species gives a melancholy "wheeer" call note.
ASHTHROATED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus cinerascens) – This dryloving species tended to stay lower in elevation and usually in scrubby areas.
It's remarkably similar to the following species but the call is solid way to tell them apart. [b]
NUTTING'S FLYCATCHER (NUTTING'S) (Myiarchus nuttingi inquietus) – We had the good fortune of studying this species at close range on our
Pacific Slope hike near KM 77. Although very similar to the previous species, Nutting's have browner cheeks and rufous all the way down the
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underside of the tail.
GREAT KISKADEE (Pitangus sulphuratus) – This vociferous species was commonly heard (and eventually seen) around our hotel.
SOCIAL FLYCATCHER (SOCIAL) (Myiozetetes similis pallidiventris) – Although superficially similar to the kiskadee, this is a smaller species
with a much smaller bill. We found a pair of these just uphill from Presa Piedra Azul on our first day.
TROPICAL KINGBIRD (Tyrannus melancholicus) – The highpitched, sputtery calls were heard every day around our hotel.
CASSIN'S KINGBIRD (Tyrannus vociferans) – This species of kingbird preferred the hilly terrain of the valley edges. We saw quite a few from the
trail before entering Monte Albán. [b]
THICKBILLED KINGBIRD (Tyrannus crassirostris) – Our first encounter with this stoutbilled flycatcher was a calling bird at Presa Piedra Azul but
we would go on to see them several more times including at Monte Albán.
WESTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus verticalis) – Monte Albán was the only site that we found this wintering species. The white outer tail feathers were
on display as these flycatchers swooped around below us. [b]
Tityridae (Tityras and Allies)
ROSETHROATED BECARD (Pachyramphus aglaiae) – Talk about last minute! We found a young male on our last day along the Yuvila Road.
Once we keyed in on the vocalization, it was hard NOT to hear it!
Laniidae (Shrikes)
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus) – Our very first stop as we turned uphill towards Teotitlán del Valle yielded one of these hookbilled
predators. The shrikes in Oaxaca are the southernmost in the Americas.
Vireonidae (Vireos, ShrikeBabblers, and Erpornis)
CHESTNUTSIDED SHRIKEVIREO (Vireolanius melitophrys) – Voted as a favorite trip bird by a couple of folks, this large vireo put on a great
show on our first day above Teotitlán del Valle. Species in this genus, Vireolanius, can be tricky devils to see so it was a special treat to see these so
well.
GOLDEN VIREO (Vireo hypochryseus) – Whew! Only after coming to grips that we might miss this species did one pop up right in front of us at
Pollo Niño! This colorful vireo is one of the three Mexican endemic vireos that we target on this trip. [E]
SLATY VIREO (Vireo brevipennis) – An instant favorite, this boldlycolored vireo popped into view as we were birding Pollo Niño on our second
day. This species, one that's often difficult to see, is restricted to southern Mexico. [E]
DWARF VIREO (Vireo nelsoni) – What luck! We found this tough species at Pollo Niño on our second day. Interestingly, this endemic vireo shares
much of its range with the previous species. [E]
HUTTON'S VIREO (Vireo huttoni) – Colored just like a Rubycrowned Kinglet, this species is a little slower in behavior and has a thicker bill. We
saw these on days we ventured to the higher elevations above Teotitlán del Valle and Cerro San Felipe.
PLUMBEOUS VIREO (Vireo plumbeus) – This slatygray vireo was spotted on our final day as we birded along the Yuvila Road.
WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gilvus) – Although we didn't get to hear them warbling (they were on the wintering grounds, after all), we did find half a
dozen of these in a flock near La Cumbre. [b]
Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies)
DWARF JAY (Cyanolyca nanus) – One of the most rangerestricted species we saw on tour, this rare corvid was spotted on our Cabeza de la Vaca hike
near La Cumbre. Not only is it endemic to southern Mexico, Cerro San Felipe is probably the best place to see this species. [E]
STELLER'S JAY (CENTRAL AMERICAN) (Cyanocitta stelleri coronata) – This subspecies of Steller's Jay is much bluer than the ones to the north!
We had looks at these in the highelevation pineoak forests around La Cumbre and Yuvila Road.
WOODHOUSE'S SCRUBJAY (SUMICHRAST'S) (Aphelocoma woodhouseii sumichrasti) – We heard and then saw this noisy species a couple of
times including at the radio towers and then again up the valley above Teotitlán del Valle. Due to recent changes in taxonomy, the "Sumichrast's
Jays" are now a subspecies of Woodhouse's ScrubJay.
COMMON RAVEN (Corvus corax) – We leisurely glanced over our shoulders to see this large corvid flying outside of the Restaurante Colibri on our
final day.
Hirundinidae (Swallows)
NORTHERN ROUGHWINGED SWALLOW (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) – Our first encounter was at Presa Piedra Azul but we saw even more
above Monte Albán.
VIOLETGREEN SWALLOW (Tachycineta thalassina) – This was a common species and one we managed to find each day of tour.
Paridae (Tits, Chickadees, and Titmice)
MEXICAN CHICKADEE (Poecile sclateri) – This denizen of high elevation, conifer forests made appearances during our hike at Cabeza de la Vaca
on Cerro San Felipe.
BRIDLED TITMOUSE (Baeolophus wollweberi) – I don't remember such wary Bridled Titmice! We pulled in a few of these attractive birds but they
hardly perched out in the open for folks.
Aegithalidae (Longtailed Tits)
BUSHTIT (MELANOTIS GROUP) (Psaltriparus minimus melanotis) – The roving flock at Monte Albán provided great looks for everyone as they
twittered about. The males of this subspecies have vividly black ear patches!
Sittidae (Nuthatches)
WHITEBREASTED NUTHATCH (INTERIOR WEST) (Sitta carolinensis mexicana) – We found these in the upper reaches of Cerro San Felipe
one evening on our owling trip. However, they weren't responsive and stayed mostly out of view for folks.
Certhiidae (Treecreepers)
BROWN CREEPER (ALBESCENS/ALTICOLA) (Certhia americana alticola) – A wellcamouflaged species, this small inhabitant of conifer forests
was seen best on Day 1 above Teotitlán del Valle.
Troglodytidae (Wrens)
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ROCK WREN (Salpinctes obsoletus) – There was hardly any better habitat than the amazing rock labyrinths of Monte Albán and Yagul! It wasn't
uncommon to hear the ethereal songs bouncing down the steep steps of the temples.
CANYON WREN (Catherpes mexicanus) – Sure, why not, we'll take a Canyon Wren sighting from the corner of a brick house right off the highway!
Turns out, this would be our only sighting of this bright rufous wren.
HOUSE WREN (NORTHERN) (Troglodytes aedon parkmanii) – House Wrens come in a couple of different "flavors". The "Northern" House Wren
is a migrant subspecies that only winters in the Oaxaca area. We saw one of these briefly at Monte Albán. [b]
HOUSE WREN (BROWNTHROATED) (Troglodytes aedon brunneicollis) – Although still technically the same species as the House Wrens we
have breeding commonly in the U.S., this subspecies both looks and sounds different. We saw some especially well on our last day along the Yuvila
Road.
BEWICK'S WREN (Thryomanes bewickii) – This longtailed wren was detected at various locations such as our hotel, the Tule tree, and Monte
Albán.
GRAYBARRED WREN (Campylorhynchus megalopterus) – Although in the same genus as our Cactus Wrens from farther north, this large wren is
mostly arboreal in nature! These roving flocks were seen high overhead in the La Cumbre area of Cerro San Felipe. [E]
RUFOUSNAPED WREN (Campylorhynchus rufinucha) – This was a bonus sighting during our hike up the desert wash near KM 77. This species
prefers the lower, coastal elevations within Oaxaca and we were in range for just that one day.
BOUCARD'S WREN (Campylorhynchus jocosus) – This large and brash endemic was seen more times on this tour than in recent years. Typically
confined to lower areas with cacti, these wrens were seen well up the slope to Pollo Niño this year. [E]
GRAYBREASTED WOODWREN (CENTRAL AMERICAN) (Henicorhina leucophrys festiva) – It was quite difficult getting a glimpse of this
tiny and sneaky wren! Our only encounter with one was high up on Cerro San Felipe on the second day.
Polioptilidae (Gnatcatchers)
BLUEGRAY GNATCATCHER (Polioptila caerulea) – This little, pale gray gnatcatcher was the default gnatcatcher for much of our trip. [b]
WHITELORED GNATCATCHER (Polioptila albiloris) – We were in range for this coastal gnatcatcher during our visit to the lower, Pacific Slope
elevations. We had nice looks near KM 77 including multiple males.
Regulidae (Kinglets)
RUBYCROWNED KINGLET (Regulus calendula) – This hyperactive wintering species was fairly common at high elevations. [b]
Turdidae (Thrushes and Allies)
BROWNBACKED SOLITAIRE (Myadestes occidentalis) – What is surely one of the more gifted songsters in the world, we enjoyed the downward
spiraling songs in the highelevation forests. We ended up getting superb looks on our last day down the Yuvila road.
ORANGEBILLED NIGHTINGALETHRUSH (Catharus aurantiirostris) – As is typical for this skulky species, it was difficult for everyone to see.
Our one encounter came on the first day above Teotitlán del Valle.
RUSSET NIGHTINGALETHRUSH (Catharus occidentalis) – It pays to look behind you! Karen found this endemic thrush hopping behind us on the
Cabeza de la Vaca trail on Cerro San Felipe! [E]
HERMIT THRUSH (Catharus guttatus) – We chanced into this thrush on our final day of birding along the Yuvila Road. This species breeds farther
north in North America and winters south to Guatemala. [b]
CLAYCOLORED THRUSH (Turdus grayi) – This relative to our robin was seen or heard every day, often right around our hotel. This species was
probably introduced to the Oaxaca City area in the 1980s and has thrived since.
WHITETHROATED THRUSH (Turdus assimilis) – We had two surprise sightings of this sometimesshy thrush; once in the forests above Teotitlán
del Valle and another at Pollo Niño. This species can easily be missed on this tour!
RUFOUSBACKED ROBIN (Turdus rufopalliatus) – Although never seen away from the hotel, I think most folks eventually got looks at this
handsome species. These robins had a habit of calling and flying around in front of the hotel in the early morning when we were being picked up. [E]
AMERICAN ROBIN (Turdus migratorius) – Oaxaca is about as far south as this species gets. However, they won't be found on lawns; they are a
montane species and one that can be rather shy. We had our best luck around La Cumbre and the Yuvila Road.
Mimidae (Mockingbirds and Thrashers)
BLUE MOCKINGBIRD (Melanotis caerulescens) – One of the great skulkers of the Oaxaca area, we had a heck of a time trying to spot these in the
dense undergrowth. We found a couple though including our first day above Teotitlán del Valle and our last day along the Yuvila Road. [E]
CURVEBILLED THRASHER (CURVIROSTRE GROUP) (Toxostoma curvirostre curvirostre) – A pale, sandy brown species, this thrasher was
spotted at our very first stop as we turned up towards Teotitlán del Valle. Another was seen a few days later on our lowerelevation adventure near
KM 77.
OCELLATED THRASHER (Toxostoma ocellatum) – After a frustrating visit to the radio towers where we heard a thrasher singing (and saw it flop
into view a few times), we had an amazing experience with one singing near Monte Albán. This one, with no priming, was singing away and we all
enjoyed walkaway scope views! A very rangerestricted bird, it's limited to southern Mexico. [E]
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus polyglottos) – The mockingbirds we saw were about as far south as this species reaches in the Americas. We
had nice looks at one near Presa Piedra Azul on our first day.
Motacillidae (Wagtails and Pipits)
AMERICAN PIPIT (Anthus rubescens) – This species used to be called "Water Pipit" and we could see why; our only sighting was of a couple
walking along the edge of Presa Piedra Azul. [b]
Ptiliogonatidae (Silkyflycatchers)
GRAY SILKYFLYCATCHER (Ptiliogonys cinereus) – A fun and flashy species with a yellow crest, these started out being especially numerous as
flyovers. Thankfully we caught up to perched ones at La Cumbre and the Yuvila Road.
Peucedramidae (Olive Warbler)
OLIVE WARBLER (Peucedramus taeniatus) – This species, which is a no longer in the woodwarbler family, was fairly common at the higher
elevations around La Cumbre. Although they tended to stick to the tree tops, at least one came down a bit along the Yuvila Road.
Parulidae (New World Warblers)
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LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH (Parkesia motacilla) – This wintering species has a strong affinity for rocky stream beds. We found a couple of these
warblers on our first day including one in the "stream" (barely any water!) just uphill from Presa Piedra Azul. [b]
BLACKANDWHITE WARBLER (Mniotilta varia) – Quick glimpses here and there for the first couple of days were uninspiring. However, we all
caught up to the one along the Yuvila Road. [b]
CRESCENTCHESTED WARBLER (Oreothlypis superciliosa) – This pineoak species breeds from Mexico south to Honduras and although they
tended to stay high in the trees, we saw a few on Cerro San Felipe.
ORANGECROWNED WARBLER (Oreothlypis celata) – Although never abundant, this species was seen nearly every day. Sightings came from the
Teotitlán del Valle area, around La Cumbre, and Monte Albán. [b]
NASHVILLE WARBLER (Oreothlypis ruficapilla) – Our best luck with this species was right around the hotel where it was seen a couple of times.
[b]
VIRGINIA'S WARBLER (Oreothlypis virginiae) – This was a nice wintering species to be around and we had good looks on our hike in the lower
elevations around KM 77. The yellow under the tail and a bold white eyering were helpful ID marks. [b]
MACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER (Geothlypis tolmiei) – These breed in western North America and then winter down to the tropics. Although
typically a very sneaky species, we caught a glimpse of one on our first day above Teotitlán del Valle. [b]
YELLOWRUMPED WARBLER (AUDUBON'S) (Setophaga coronata auduboni) – Seen every day of tour, this was a common wintering warbler.
[b]
BLACKTHROATED GRAY WARBLER (Setophaga nigrescens) – Another boreal migrant, this warbler was spotted just a few times including high
above Teotitlán del Valle. [b]
TOWNSEND'S WARBLER (Setophaga townsendi) – Like the previous species, this warbler breeds in the western U.S. and winters south to the
Oaxaca area. Our best looks were high on Cerro San Felipe although we had another one at the Tule tree. [b]
HERMIT WARBLER (Setophaga occidentalis) – This is another western warbler that winters south to Oaxaca. It's typically limited to tall, coniferous
forests and that's where we found them; the La Cumbre area of Cerro San Felipe. [b]
RUFOUSCAPPED WARBLER (RUFIFRONS GROUP) (Basileuterus rufifrons rufifrons) – This scrubloving species is found from Mexico south
to Colombia. Lucky for us, we saw this attractive warbler almost every day including pointblank looks at Pollo Niño and Monte Albán.
GOLDENBROWED WARBLER (Basileuterus belli) – A close relative of the previous species, this species is nearly endemic to Mexico. We had our
best looks as we worked downhill from the La Cumbre area on our second day of birding.
WILSON'S WARBLER (Cardellina pusilla) – We saw this common wintering species every day except the lowelevation day. The black cap makes
this species an easy one to recognize. [b]
REDFACED WARBLER (Cardellina rubrifrons) – Although this species breeds farther north in Mexico, some will winter in the Oaxaca area. We
found a couple, both in forests above Teotitlán del Valle. [b]
RED WARBLER (Cardellina rubra) – A fanfavorite, for sure! This gorgeous Mexican endemic put on great shows above Teotitlán del Valle as well as
higher up on Cerro San Felipe. [E]
PAINTED REDSTART (Myioborus pictus) – You know a species is going to gorgeous when "painted" is in the name! This attractive warbler was
seen a couple of days high above Teotitlán del Valle.
SLATETHROATED REDSTART (Myioborus miniatus miniatus) – Seen on most of our visits to the high elevation pineoak forests. Unlike the
previous species, this redstart lacks white in the wings.
YELLOWBREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens) – A rare wintering species that is easily missed on this tour, this tanagersized bird usually skulks in
thickets and riparian tangles. Lucky for us, we spotted two on tour; first on the trail near Monte Albán and another at Pollo Niño.
Emberizidae (Buntings and New World Sparrows)
BRIDLED SPARROW (Peucaea mystacalis) – It's hard to think of a more attractive sparrow than this Mexican endemic. Our best looks came early in
the trip when several were seen near Presa Piedra Azul. [E]
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW (Ammodramus savannarum) – We got lucky when we found this wintering species out in the open at Monte Albán! [b]
CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina) – Although never common on our trip, a few of these wintering sparrows were seen at Monte Albán. [b]
CLAYCOLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida) – A few were seen briefly along the road below Teotitlán del Valle on our first morning. [b]
LARK SPARROW (Chondestes grammacus) – Chosen as one of the highlights of the trip by Karen, a whole collection of these sparrows were feeding
on a rooftop below Teotitlán del Valle. [b]
CHESTNUTCAPPED BRUSHFINCH (CHESTNUTCAPPED) (Arremon brunneinucha suttoni) – The fluffy white throat really stood out on this
large and boldlycolored brushfinch. Staying mostly hidden, the only views came from the La Cumbre area of Cerro San Felipe.
YELLOWEYED JUNCO (Junco phaeonotus) – We don't usually have to work at this species but they were never abundant this time around. Our
only fleeting looks were high in the pine forests on Cerro San Felipe.
VESPER SPARROW (Pooecetes gramineus) – This wintering species of open country was spotted on our first morning below Teotitlán del Valle. [b]
LINCOLN'S SPARROW (Melospiza lincolnii) – Only one or two of these migrants were seen including one that popped up behind us while birding at
Presa Piedra Azul. [b]
WHITETHROATED TOWHEE (Melozone albicollis) – Despite being rather common and easy to see, this Mexican endemic is nearly confined to
the state of Oaxaca! Our first looks were along the road just below Teotitlán del Valle on our first morning. [E]
OAXACA SPARROW (Aimophila notosticta) – A true specialty, this species is not only endemic to Mexico, but is endemic to Oaxaca itself! Although
sneaky, this Aimophila sparrow was seen at Pollo Niño and a few other spots higher up. [E]
SPOTTED TOWHEE (MACULATUS GROUP) (Pipilo maculatus oaxacae) – A few were seen at the Jilguero area above Teotitlán del Valle but
most stayed out of view.
COLLARED TOWHEE (Pipilo ocai) – This large and boldlycolored towhee is endemic to southern Mexico. A sneaky and hard to see species, the
best looks came from above Teotitlán del Valle. [E]
RUFOUSCAPPED BRUSHFINCH (Atlapetes pileatus) – A Mexican endemic, this brushfinch was difficult to find this year. However, we eventually
caught up to a couple in the La Cumbre area on our final day. Not a species to perch in the open for very long, we had to be quick to get a look. [E]
Cardinalidae (Cardinals and Allies)
HEPATIC TANAGER (NORTHERN) (Piranga flava hepatica) – This montane species was seen a couple of times above Teotitlán del Valle and high
on Cerro San Felipe.
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SUMMER TANAGER (Piranga rubra) – Seemingly avoiding the higher elevations, our encounters with this largebilled tanager came from lower
areas such as Presa Piedra Azul and Monte Albán. [b]
WESTERN TANAGER (Piranga ludoviciana) – The hotel grounds seemed to be as reliable a place as any for this migrant. Taxonomically, these
tanagers are now placed with the grosbeaks, not the true tanagers of the tropics. [b]
BLACKHEADED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus melanocephalus) – Oaxaca is a fantastic place to spend the winter and this species probably agrees. We
saw several of these migrants including some at Pollo Niño and more near La Cumbre. [b]
BLUE GROSBEAK (Passerina caerulea) – Only one was spotted on this trip; a roadside bird in the actual town of Teotitlán del Valle. [b]
VARIED BUNTING (Passerina versicolor) – A bruise in bird form; this bunting was seen only on our desert walk in the lower elevations of the KM 77
area.
Icteridae (Troupials and Allies)
EASTERN MEADOWLARK (Sturnella magna) – Our first stop below the town of Teotitlán del Valle turned out to be our only sighting.
GREATTAILED GRACKLE (Quiscalus mexicanus) – This species was seen every day of tour and mostly in towns. Driving by a roosting flock after
dark was quite the cacophony!
BRONZED COWBIRD (Molothrus aeneus) – Only seen a few times and often in flight, this species didn't put on a great show for everyone.
BLACKVENTED ORIOLE (Icterus wagleri) – This blackandyellow species was first spotted from Presa Piedra Azul on our first day. However,
we'd go on to see others at Monte Albán and Pollo Niño.
STREAKBACKED ORIOLE (Icterus pustulatus) – Our only glimpse of this uncommon oriole came from our KM 77 hike.
BULLOCK'S ORIOLE (Icterus bullockii) – Generally common, this species was seen most days at locations like Presa Piedra Azul, Monte Albán, and
higher up near La Cumbre. [b]
AUDUBON'S ORIOLE (DICKEY'S) (Icterus graduacauda dickeyae) – The "Dickey's" subspecies is endemic to Mexico and we all had decent scope
looks near the chachalaca spot. [E]
BALTIMORE ORIOLE (Icterus galbula) – Always outnumbered by the Bullock's, only one or two of these were seen during our tour. [b]
Fringillidae (Finches, Euphonias, and Allies)
ELEGANT EUPHONIA (Euphonia elegantissima) – The blue cap on this species is a nice touch! We saw these mistletoe specialists several times at
Pollo Niño.
HOUSE FINCH (COMMON) (Haemorhous mexicanus roseipectus) – The vividness of the red on this subspecies is so startling that many birders do a
doubletake! These were quite common at most valley locations.
RED CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra stricklandi) – Our last day of birding along the Yuvila Road added this fine finch. Not seen on every Oaxaca trip,
we were lucky to have such nice, prolonged looks. When perched next to a silkyflycatcher, which do you look at?!
BLACKHEADED SISKIN (Spinus notatus) – This small finch is found in montane habitats from Mexico south to Nicaragua. We saw several on our
last day of birding along the Yuvila Road.
LESSER GOLDFINCH (Spinus psaltria) – Although the mournful "tsseeuurrr" call note was often heard, we only saw a few including below Teotitlán
del Valle and Pollo Niño.
Passeridae (Old World Sparrows)
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus) – This common and widespread species of urban areas was seen every day. [I]

MAMMALS
VIRGINIA OPOSSUM (Didelphis virginianus) – We saw the back end of one of these scurry off the road as we were returning from our owling drive.
MEXICAN GRAY SQUIRREL (Sciurus aureogaster) – Fairly common on the hotel grounds.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Totals for the tour: 183 bird taxa and 2 mammal taxa
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