Trip Report — Panama’s Canopy Camp:
Lowland Darien I 2025

December 27, 2025-January 4, 2026 with John Coons & Eliecer
Rodriguez

This huge female Harpy Eagle was keeping an eye on her three month old chick in the nest in a
tall cuipo tree. Photo by Sue Bryer.

Our group enjoyed a great week of birding in eastern Panama, one of the
most specialty-rich areas for birds in all of Central America. Before the
Canopy Camp opened there were very few places to stay in Darien province,
and birding here was in its infancy. Only a few decades ago, travel in Darien
was mostly by boats and the multitude of rivers. Now the “tent camping” is



pretty luxurious and gives relatively easy access to birding sites. We got
together at the airport hotel just east of Panama City and went over our
plans. The following morning, we headed off with Eliecer, driving east on the
Pan-American Highway. We paused for a couple of birds along the way
before making our initial birding stop at Lake Bayano. Among the widespread
and common species we found in the second growth habitat, we had nice
views of Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher, Red-rumped Woodpecker, a singing
Rusty-winged Antwren, a fly-by Limpkin, a distant Bare-throated Tiger-
Heron, and the first time | had seen Northern Yellow Warbler since the split.
We carried on to Torti for lunch, where we ate with one eye on the
hummingbird feeders and bananas. Scaly-breasted and Snowy-bellied
hummingbirds were here, along with many Black-throated Mangos and a
few others we would also encounter at the Canopy Camp. After lunch we
checked out the nearby river. Both Amazon and Green kingfishers were
scoped as was a perched Pearl Kite. A local specialty, a female Black
Antshrike, made its first appearance for us, and we had views of the tiny
Pacific Antwren, Yellow Tyrannulet, Streak-headed Woodcreeper, Masked
Tityra, the colorful Red-breasted Meadowlark, and the always popular Fork-
tailed Flycatcher. We carried on to the Canopy Camp, located a couple of
kilometers off the highway, arriving in the late-afternoon. The hummingbird
feeders and flowers at the camp were busy. Here we had nice views of
several Black-throated Mangos, White-naped Jacobins, Long-billed
Starthroat, White-vented Plumeleteer, Sapphire-throated Hummingbird, and
Blue-chested Hummingbird. We got settled in our “tents” before enjoying
the first of several wonderful dinners at the Camp.



Double-banded Graytail is a very local bird throughout its range. We had marvelous views on
our first morning at the Canopy Camp. Photo by Sue Bryer.

The following morning we met before breakfast and walked to the new
feeding station, where a pair of normally quite shy Great Curassows
eventually came in to pick at some rice and fruit. It was a spectacular view of
these beautiful birds. After breakfast, we birded the grounds and trails at the
Camp, with a great close view of Double-banded Graytail, a roosting Great
Potoo, Pied Puffbird, Black-tailed Flycatcher, Sooty-headed Tyrannulet,
Common Potoo, Great Jacamar, Russet-winged Schiffornis, and Golden-
headed Manakin. That afternoon we made stops along the Pan-American
Highway and ended up at the Yaviza Wetlands. The afternoon was
highlighted by Striped Cuckoo, Spot-breasted Woodpecker, a perched
Laughing Falcon, Crane Hawk, Black-capped Donacobius, Blue-and-yellow
Macaw, White-headed Wren, and five singing Willow Flycatchers.



Here we are boarding our dugouts on the Rio Chucunaque and heading off for the morning
birding. Photo by John Coons.

With New Years Eve and New Years Day looming, we decided to make the
trip to visit a Harpy Eagle nest the following day (30 December) to avoid
issues with celebrations. We drove to Yaviza at the end of the Pan American
Highway, boarded a panga for a 30 minute run to EL Real on the Rio
Chucunaqgue and Rio Tuira, got in the backs of trucks and drove 20 minutes to
a farm. From there it was 1.2 km walk through forest to a large cuipo tree,
where we saw a three month old Harpy Eagle chick sitting high in the

nest. The guys soon found the adult female nearby, and we enjoyed
fantastic views of this massive bird for about an hour as it checked on the
chick and stood guard. We had a great male Bare-crowned Antbird sit still
for awhile, and a few Red-throated Caracaras on the way back, along with
the very local Black Oropendola and Gray-cheeked Nunlet. We got back to
the farm for a much appreciated lunch then and reversed our way to Yaviza.



Rarely seen this close, the colors on a King Vulture's head are remarkable. And this bird dwarfed
the Black Vulture on the same perch. Photo by Bob Greenleaf.

We stayed closer to the Camp the next day, birding the El Salto Road which
has pretty good forest for 7 kms with plantations of teak trees along the way.
One of the highlights here was a perched Collared Forest-Falcon that we
scoped as it was perched back in the forest. We walked sections of the road
and caught up with many species that we had previously only heard. After
lunch at the Camp, we visited the vulture feeding area where there were at
least five King Vultures, including one adult, a few quite young birds, and an
unusually plumaged individual that was nearly an adult but still had black
flecking on the wings and back. Later in the afternoon we visited the La
Penita Road, where we had nice views of a few Chestnut-fronted Macaws,
White-necked Puffbird, Black-bellied Wren, and White-eared Conebill. The
staff decorated the dining area for New Years Eve and prepared a great
dinner.



Red-throated Caracara is another specialty that we encountered on our walk back from the Harpy
Eagle nest. They are usually easier to hear than see when in the forest. Photo by Sue Bryer.

On the first day of 2026 we headed back east, checking a site where we
called in a pair of tiny Spectacled Parrotlets. We hit the Yaviza Wetlands
again, hoping for something good. We had a nice visit with some Wood
Storks, had soaring Short-tailed and Zone-tailed hawks, a few Lesser
Yellow-headed Vultures, but only heard some distant Great Green Macaws
way back behind trees. A couple of wintering Mourning Warblers put on a
nice show. An after dinner owling trip yielded a handful of Pauraques, good
views of Tropical Screech-Owl, Mottled Owl, and both Common and Great
potoos.



Our dugout trip to look for the rare Dusky-backed Jacamar was successful. We found this bird
just before a burst of rain would have dampened our spirits. Photo by Sue Bryer.

On our last full day at the Camp, we drove the road to the village of La
Penita where we met our boatmen and took long dugouts up the Rio
Chucunaque for a ways before turning up the Rio Tuquesa. Along the way
we passed Ringed and Amazon kingfishers, Anhinga, Cocoi Herons,
Mangrove Swallows, and perched aracaris and toucans. We went ashore at a
nondescript landing and followed a trail where we found a Dusky-backed
Jacamar, one of the Darien specialties, just before a rain dump caught us
along the trail where we had to stand under trees for 45 minutes. When the
rain abated we took our dugouts to the village of Nuevo Vigia. We did lunch
in the thatched-roofed “visitor’'s center” where the local Embera set up tables
with their nicely made baskets, masks, and plates for sale. We walked
through town and onto a trail heading to a lagoon in a light rain, seeing Great



Antshrike and our first Lesser Kiskadee along the way. Just after seeing Boat-
billed Heron, the rain got heavy again and we hightailed it back to the thatch-
roofed eating and market area in town. We waited out the remainder of the
rain before heading back by dugouts to La Penita. Back at camp we dried out
and learned it had hardly rained at all there.

Another specialty of Darien is the tiny Spectacled Parrotlet. We had great views of a pair that

were vocalizing at a roadside stop along the Pan-American Highway, and Sue Bryer captured it
well.

We packed up and got away at dawn on our final morning to bird San
Francisco Reserve, about half way back to Panama City. The forest here is
taller than anything else we visited and it is a shame it is so far from the
Camp. There were a number of new birds here, with nice views of Graceful
Black-throated Trogon, Scaly-breasted Wren, Bay Wren, White-breasted



Wood-Wren, male Blue Cotinga, and Northern Tropical Pewee, but the
highlight was getting a Black-crowned Antpitta going and finally getting a
terrific look at it across a small ravine. We headed back to Torti for lunch and
the hummingbirds again before making the drive to Panama City. A perched
Gray-headed Kite on the drive back was our last new bird of the trip. Eliecer
had to head off but the rest of us gathered for dinner and our final bird list.

It was great birding with all of you in a remote area of Panama. | hope to see
you again soon.

This colorful Golden-hooded Tanager was gathering nesting material near the dining area at the
Camp. Photo by Sue Bryer.



Mammals encountered on our forays:

Geoffroy's Tamarin (Saguinus geoffroyi)

Mantled Howler Monkey (Alouatta palliata)
White-faced Capuchin (Cebus capucinus)
Hoffmann's Two-toed Sloth (Choloepus hoffmanni)
Red-tailed Squirrel (Sciurus granatensis)
White-nosed Coati (Nasua narica)

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/456050

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/pcc25TRIPLIST.pdf

-- John Coons
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Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata

Great Curassow Crax rubra

Gray-headed Chachalaca Ortalis cinereiceps

Rock Pigeon Columba livia *

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis

Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa

Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti

White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi
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26 Greater Ani Crotophaga major
24 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
2 Striped Cuckoo Tapera naevia
4 Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana
7 Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis
2 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis
2 Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus
3 Band-rumped Swift Chaetura spinicaudus
6 Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura
6 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora
1 Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsutus
4 Pale-bellied Hermit Phaethornis anthophilus
1 Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx barroti
18 Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis
4 Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris
2 White-vented Plumeleteer Chalybura buffonii
5 Scaly-breasted Hummingbird Phaeochroa cuvierii
3 Snowy-bellied Hummingbird Saucerottia edward
4 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl

6 Sapphire-throated Hummingbird Chrysuronia coeruleogularis

https://ebird.org/tripreport/456050

WS

ul4

mll

w2

Wi

W2

w2

W2

W3

W3

mll

W3

Wi

WO

4

W2

w3

W3

W3

w4

3/14


https://ebird.org/species/greani1
https://ebird.org/species/smbani
https://ebird.org/species/strcuc1
https://ebird.org/species/squcuc1
https://ebird.org/species/compau
https://ebird.org/species/grepot1
https://ebird.org/species/compot1
https://ebird.org/species/barswi
https://ebird.org/species/shtswi1
https://ebird.org/species/whnjac1
https://ebird.org/species/rubher
https://ebird.org/species/pabher1
https://ebird.org/species/pucfai1
https://ebird.org/species/bltman1
https://ebird.org/species/lobsta1
https://ebird.org/species/whvplu1
https://ebird.org/species/scbhum1
https://ebird.org/species/snbhum1
https://ebird.org/species/rtlhum
https://ebird.org/species/sathum1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1770761912418.1770850173615.491&__hssc=60209138.1.1770850173615&__hsfp=b4717a99cf9a08e0ba1da33512834382
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1770761912418.1770850173615.491&__hssc=60209138.1.1770850173615&__hsfp=b4717a99cf9a08e0ba1da33512834382
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

2/11/26,4:49 PM

12

59

11

18

26

Blue-chested Hummingbird Polyerata amabilis
Blue-throated Goldentail Chlorestes eliciae
Violet-bellied Hummingbird Chlorestes julie
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus
Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica
White-throated Crake Laterallus albigularis
Gray-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis

Limpkin Aramus guarauna

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius

Wood Stork Mycteria americana

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens
Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum
White Ibis Eudocimus albus

Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum
Bare-throated Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma mexicanum
Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius

Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea
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Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea
Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Striated Heron Butorides striata

Green Heron Butorides virescens
Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis

Great Egret Ardea alba

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus
Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Pearl Kite Gampsonyx swainsonii
Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus
Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis
Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus
Harpy Eagle Harpia harpyja

Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens
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Common Black Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus
Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris
Gray-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus

Zone-tailed Hawk Buteo albonotatus
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus

Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba
Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata

Mottled Owl Strix virgata

Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus
White-tailed Trogon Trogon chionurus

Gartered Violaceous Trogon Trogon caligatus
Graceful Black-throated Trogon Trogon tenellus
Whooping Motmot Momotus subrufescens
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata

Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana
White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus
Pied Puffbird Notharchus tectus

Barred Puffbird Nystalus radiatus
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White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila panamensis
Gray-cheeked Nunlet Nonnula frontalis
Dusky-backed Jacamar Brachygalba salmoni
Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda

Great Jacamar Jacamerops aureus

Spot-crowned Barbet Capito maculicoronatus
Collared Aracari Pteroglossus torquatus
Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus
Keel-billed Toucan Ramphastos sulfuratus
Olivaceous Piculet Picumnus olivaceus
Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes pucherani
Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus
Red-rumped Woodpecker Veniliornis kirkii
Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus
Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus loricatus
Spot-breasted Woodpecker Colaptes punctigula
Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans

Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus

Crested Caracara Caracara plancus
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Red-throated Caracara Ibycter americanus
Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima
American Kestrel Falco sparverius
Orange-chinned Parakeet Brotogeris jugularis
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus

Red-lored Amazon Amazona autumnalis
Yellow-crowned Amazon Amazona ochrocephala
Mealy Amazon Amazona farinosa

Spectacled Parrotlet Forpus conspicillatus
Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna
Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus

Great Green Macaw Ara ambiguus

Great Antshrike Taraba major

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus
Black-crowned Antshrike Thamnophilus atrinucha
Black Antshrike Thamnophilus nigriceps
Checker-throated Stipplethroat Epinecrophylla fulviventris
Pacific Antwren Myrmotherula pacifica
White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris

Rusty-winged Antwren Herpsilochmus frater
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1 Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis
1 Dusky Antbird Cercomacroides tyrannina
1 Jet Antbird Cercomacra nigricans
1 Bare-crowned Antbird Gymnocichla nudiceps
6 White-bellied Antbird Myrmeciza longipes
13 Chestnut-backed Antbird Poliocrania exsul
5 Spotted Antbird Hylophylax naevioides
1 Black-crowned Antpitta Pittasoma michleri
1 Streak-chested Antpitta Hylopezus perspicillatus
1 Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa
6 Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans
3 Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes souleyetii
1 Northern Plain-Xenops Xenops mexicanus
3 Double-banded Graytail Xenerpestes minlosi
13 Golden-collared Manakin Manacus vitellinus
1 Golden-headed Manakin Ceratopipra erythrocephala
5 Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata
2 Blue Cotinga Cotinga nattererii
3 Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor

8 Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata
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Russet-winged Schiffornis Schiffornis stenorhyncha
Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus cinnamomeus
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus
Black-tailed Flycatcher Myiobius atricaudus
Southern Bentbill Oncostoma olivaceum

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum
Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum nigriceps
Western Olivaceous Flatbill Rhynchocyclus aequinoctialis
Yellow-winged Flatbill Tolmomyias flavotectus
Ochre-lored Flatbill Tolmomyias flaviventris
Brown-capped Tyrannulet Ornithion brunneicapillus
Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus
Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii

Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster
Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps
Northern Tropical Pewee Contopus bogotensis
Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii

Pied Water-Tyrant Fluvicola pica
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Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus

Choco Sirystes Sirystes albogriseus

Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus

Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa

Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua

Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis

Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus

Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana

Scrub Greenlet Hylophilus flavipes

Lesser Greenlet Pachysylvia decurtata

Black-chested Jay Cyanocorax affinis

Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla

Mangrove Swallow Tachycineta albilinea

Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
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White-browed Gnatcatcher Polioptila bilineata

Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus

White-headed Wren Campylorhynchus albobrunneus

Black-bellied Wren Pheugopedius fasciatoventris

Bay Wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus

Buff-breasted Wren Cantorchilus leucotis

White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta

Song Wren Cyphorhinus phaeocephalus

Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus *

Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi

House Sparrow Passer domesticus *

Yellow-crowned Euphonia Euphonia luteicapilla

Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris

Red-breasted Meadowlark Leistes militaris

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus

Chestnut-headed Oropendola Psarocolius wagleri

Black Oropendola Psarocolius guatimozinus

Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius
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Yellow-backed Oriole Icterus chrysater
Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus
Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris

Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis
Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea
Mourning Warbler Geothlypis philadelphia
Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea
Northern Yellow Warbler Setophaga aestiva
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra

Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea
Gray-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata

White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus

Crimson-backed Tanager Ramphocelus dimidiatus

Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Golden-hooded Tanager Stilpnia larvata

Plain-colored Tanager Tangarainornata

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana
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Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus
White-eared Conebill Conirostrum leucogenys
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
Ruddy-breasted Seedeater Sporophila minuta
Variable Seedeater Sporophila corvina
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Olive-gray Saltator Saltator olivascens

Streaked Saltator Saltator striatipectus
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