Trip Report — Peruvian
Rainforests of the Tambopata:
Macaw Lick Extraordinare 2024

July 22-August 1, 2024 with Jesse Fagan

This was an awesome experience watching the clay lick (or collpa) at Ocho Gallinas in the early
morning. Hundreds of parrots and macaws were around. This is one of the unique experiences that this
part of the world offers. Photo by guide Jesse Fagan.

It had been a few years since my last trip to the Tambopata. That didn’t really matter,
however, as every visit is unique and always blows me away. This trip was high on
critters, and that’s exactly what makes this part of the world so spectacular. The
biodiversity is unmatched. From tarantulas and deadly caterpillars to titi monkeys,
tapir and puma, plus over 300+ species of birds, it was an awesome trip this

year. Thanks again to my small group, plus our local guide, Jair Mariche, who is always
superb. It was a pleasure working with Alex, who also did a fine job for his first trip to
Peru!

We started off at the closest lodge to Puerto Maldonado, Posada Amazonas. This
property is located above the high-water mark and the habitat is described as terra
firme. All three lodges along the Tambopata where we stayed have a different suite of
birds based on their dryness relative to flooding and their micro conditions. We



started off with a bang here the first afternoon with a visit to their canopy tower. Well,
you are actually above the canopy. We had both Red-and-green and Scarlet macaws
below eye-level, in pairs cruising along to roost sites, a Great Jacamar sang below us
but stayed hidden, and a family group of Red Howler Monkeys settled in for the

night. We topped off our first night with a stellar Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl in the
spotlight. The next morning early found us at Tres Chimbadas which was a whirlwind
of “new” stuff. Along the oxbow lake edge there were prehistoric Hoatzins, a confiding
Rufescent Tiger-Heron, and a pair of singing Silvered Antbirds. On the forest trails, we
were overwhelmed with song and activity: chattering Black-fronted Nunbirds, a sneaky
Chestnut-tailed Antbird, and a cooperative Black-faced Antthrush from its song perch.

A once in a lifetime experience was spotting this Brazilian (Lowland) Tapir. One of the crown jewels of
the Amazonian forest. Photo by guide Jesse Fagan.

The boat ride up to our next destination, Tambopata Research Center (TRC), was
exciting. There is always cool stuff to look at. During our three-hour boat trip
upstream, we enjoyed Capped Heron and Pied Plover on the sandy beaches, more
parrots and macaws flying over, and groups of curious Capybaras. One of the other
highlights had to be the hundreds of Sand-colored Nighthawks sitting on the sand and



perched on river debris. We stayed four nights at TRC, which gave us time to explore
the different habitats and make a few excursions along the river. TRC is located
further upstream and is more susceptible to seasonal flooding, much of the forest

is varzea forest. Nearly one full day was spent in pursuit of bamboo specialists. We
did well in finding many of them, including Ihering’s Antwren, Manu Antbird, Bamboo
Antshrike, White-lined and Goeldi’s antbirds, Brown-rumped Foliage-gleaner, White-
cheeked Tody-Flycatcher, and Large-headed Flatbill. One major surprise from the
bamboo was a Black-and-white Tanager, which is a rare migrant to the Amazonian
lowlands. Another morning found us on Isla Colorado, where river island specialists
were the target for the day: Spotted Tody-Flycatcher and Scarlet-hooded Barbet, for
example, but we also had an incredible experience with a dust bathing Blue-throated
Piping-Guan, and a nesting pair of Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatchers. Probably one of
the biggest draws to this region are the clay licks (or collpas). TRC is quite famous for
being one of the premier sites in Peru for seeing birds and mammals at clay

licks. Though each year is different, and you can never predict animal movements, our
experience was memorable. We traveled down river to Collpa Ocho Gallinas and
spent several hours with hundreds of parrots and macaws. It was awesome watching
them wheeling around and landing on the exposed riverbank. However, even this
experience couldn’t prepare us for what was to come.



Sand-colored Nighthawks like camouflaged Christmas lights on a tree. Photo by guide Jesse Fagan.

Guides always mention to participants that they should be on the lookout for “The Big
Three.” | am talking about Brazilian (Lowland) Tapir, Jaguar, and Mountain Lion (or
puma). ltis certainly possible to encounter them, you see their footprints everywhere
along the riverbanks, but, in all honesty, the probability of seeing one of them is very
low. So, what do we make of seeing not one, but two of The Big Three on this

trip?! Incredible. Both the tapir and puma were in the same river cut on two different
days. It really was good luck, but luck favors the prepared mind, and we were actively
searching and paying attention to our surroundings. Nice work everyone.

For our last two nights on the river, we traveled to Refugio Amazonas. This is the
middle lodge of the three Rainforest Expedition properties. Itis a good location to
finish the trip and pick up several new birds. This year the biggest draw to this site
was an active Crested Eagle nest. In year’s past, Refugio has hosted a breeding pair of
Harpy Eagles, but Crested Eagle is the rarer of the two. We spent one afternoon at the
eagle nest, but also enjoyed watching the live nest cam from the lodge bar! There’s no
better pairing than a pisco sour with a Crested Eagle nest. At Refugio, we rounded out
the list nicely: Tiny Hawk dive bombing a second Crested Eagle, Ringed Woodpecker



that we had to work for, a White-throated Tinamou that we nearly stepped on, and an
incredible Musician Wren in full song!

Thanks again to all of you for joining Alex and me on the Tambopata. Also, a big
thanks to our local guide, Jair, who worked tirelessly to show us so many great birds. |
look forward to seeing everyone again on a future tour. Best birding for the remaining
2024 season, and onward into 2025.

Digiscope video by guide Alex Sundvall of a very cooperative Black-faced Antthrush on a song perch.

Mammal List:

Proboscis Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso) — These were the bats on the side of the tree at
Tres Chimbadas.

Saccopteryx sp. — The bat we saw in the rafters at TRC. Greater Sac-winged Bat (S.
bilineata) looks like a good candidate.

Weddell’'s Saddle-back Tamarin (Saguinus weddelli)

Black-capped Squirrel Monkey (Saimiri boliviensis)

Humboldt's Night Monkey (Aotus trivirgatus)

Toppin’s Titi (Plecturocebus toppini)

Bolivian Red Howler (Alouatta sara)

Brown Capuchin (Sapajus apella)

Black Spider Monkey (Ateles chamek)

Hoffmann's Two-toed Sloth (Choloepus hoffmanni) — not much to look at, just a ball of
hair really.

Southern Amazon Red Squirrel (Sciurus spadiceus)

Greater Capybara (Hydrochoerus hydrochaeris) — fairly common on the river banks.
Brown Agouti (Dasyprocta variegata)

Amazon Bamboo Rat (Dactylomys dactylinus) — heard its loud call a few times in the
forest.

Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis) — we watched from a distance a family group in
feeding mode.

Puma (Puma concolor) — as we left TRC we spotted this magnificent creature crossing
a small river inlet. It didn’t seem spooked and lazily walked across the sand bank and
disappeared into the vegetation, like a ghost.

Lowland Tapir (Tapirus terrestris) — Amazing, so amazing. One of the prizes of the
Amazonian lowlands.

Common Red Brocket (Mazama americana) — Singles were checking out the clay licks.

Non-mammal Critter List:



Spectacled Caiman (Caiman crocodilus)

Black Caiman (Melanosuchus niger) — Prefers slower waters and lakes, unlike the
previous species that is found in the rivers.

Yellow-spotted River Turtle (Podocnemis unifilis) — Common along the Tambopata
River.

Collared Treerunner (Plica plica)

Giant Ameiva (Ameiva ameiva)

Manaus Spiny-backed Frog (Osteocephalus taurinus) — A “tree” frog seen on our night
walk at TRC.

Northern Woodland Racer (Drymoluber dichrous) — A snake that slithered off the trail
at TRC.

Tityus kaderkai — The common scorpion we found on most of our night walks.

Pinktoe Tarantula (Avicularia avicularia) — One was living in the banana plant near the
walkway at TRC.

Pamphobeteus sp. — A large black tarantula that Jair coaxed out of its den.
Green-banded Urania (Urania leilus) — The common diurnal moth seen throughout the
tour.

Cordyceps sp.—The zombie fungus that we found on our night walk at TRC. It had taken
over the body of moth.

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/265992

Jesse Fagan (aka Motmot) from Lima, Peru
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Species Observed Checklists Species with Photos

LIFERS @9 @13 @

Species Observed Show all details
2 Great Tinamou Tinamus major a2

1 White-throated Tinamou Tinamus guttatus 1R

5 Cinereous Tinamou Crypturellus cinereus i3

5 Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui 4

14 Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus 0o

4 Bartlett's Tinamou Crypturellus bartletti W4

1 Horned Screamer Anhima cornuta Wi

8 Orinoco Goose Oressochen jubatus 1R

14 Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata 03
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Spix's Guan Penelope jacquacu @
Blue-throated Piping-Guan Pipile cumanensis
Razor-billed Curassow Mitu tuberosum

Starred Wood-Quail Odontophorus stellatus
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis
Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea

Ruddy Quail-Dove Geotrygon montana
Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani

Pavonine Cuckoo Dromococcyx pavoninus
Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana

Sand-colored Nighthawk Chordeiles rupestris @
Ladder-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis climacocerca @
Ocellated Poorwill Nyctiphrynus ocellatus @
Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis @&
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
Pale-rumped Swift Chaetura egregia
Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura
Fork-tailed Palm Swift Tachornis squamata

White-bearded Hermit Phaethornis hispidus
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Reddish Hermit Phaethornis ruber

Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata

White-chinned Sapphire Chlorestes cyanus

Hoatzin Opisthocomus hoazin

Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus

Azure Gallinule Porphyrio flavirostris
Gray-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis
Pied Plover Hoploxypterus cayanus
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis
Collared Plover Anarhynchus collaris
Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger
Yellow-billed Tern Sternula superciliaris
Large-billed Tern Phaetusa simplex
Sunbittern Eurypyga helias

Wood Stork Mycteria americana

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum

Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum

Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus @
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Snowy Egret Egretta thula
Striated Heron Butorides striata
Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
Great Egret Ardeaalba

Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Gray-headed Kite Leptodon cayanensis

Crested Eagle Morphnus guianensis @ @

Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus

Tiny Hawk Microspizias superciliosus

Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus

Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea

Bicolored Hawk Accipiter bicolor

Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga

Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris

Gray-lined Hawk Buteo nitidus

Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl Megascops watsonii @
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Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata @

Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata
Amazonian Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium hardyi
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum
Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia

Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus
Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis
Amazonian Trogon Trogon ramonianus
Blue-crowned Trogon Trogon curucui

Collared Trogon Trogon collaris

Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota

Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus martii
Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum
Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata
Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona
White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus
Chestnut-capped Puffbird Bucco macrodactylus
Western Striolated-Puffbird Nystalus obamai
Semicollared Puffbird Malacoptila semicincta @

Rufous-capped Nunlet Nonnula ruficapilla
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Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons @
White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus
Yellow-billed Nunbird Monasa flavirostris
Swallow-winged Puffbird Chelidoptera tenebrosa
White-throated Jacamar Brachygalba albogularis
Bluish-fronted Jacamar Galbula cyanescens

Great Jacamar Jacamerops aureus

Gilded Barbet Capito auratus

Lemon-throated Barbet Eubucco richardsoni
Scarlet-hooded Barbet Eubucco tucinkae
Southern Emerald-Toucanet Aulacorhynchus albivitta
Lettered Aracari Pteroglossus inscriptus
Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis
Ivory-billed Aracari Pteroglossus azara
Curl-crested Aracari Pteroglossus beauharnaisii
Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii
White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus
Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus

Little Woodpecker Dryobates passerinus
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3 Red-stained Woodpecker Dryobates dffinis 02

4 Red-necked Woodpecker Campephilus rubricollis 4
6 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos (18}
2 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus a2

1 Ringed Woodpecker Celeus torquatus @ il

1 Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus 1R
3 Chestnut Woodpecker Celeuselegans @ 2

1 Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros (1l

2 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans a2

1 Buckley's Forest-Falcon Micrastur buckleyi 1l

1 Collared Forest-Falcon Micrastur semitorquatus (1R

1 Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis 1R

1 Crested Caracara Caracara plancus 1R
9 Red-throated Caracara Ibycter americanus 5
4 Black Caracara Daptrius ater 03
3 BatFalcon Falco rufigularis 03
8 Amazonian Parrotlet Nannopsittaca dachilleae il
409 Cobalt-winged Parakeet Brotogeris cyanoptera a4
25 Orange-cheeked Parrot Pyrilia barrabandi W4

515 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus gl10
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Yellow-crowned Parrot Amazona ochrocephala

Mealy Parrot Amazona farinosa

Dusky-billed Parrotlet Forpus modestus

White-bellied Parrot Pionites leucogaster

Black-capped Parakeet Pyrrhura rupicola

Dusky-headed Parakeet Aratinga weddellii

Red-bellied Macaw Orthopsittaca manilatus

Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna

Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus

Scarlet Macaw Ara macao

Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloropterus

White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus

Fasciated Antshrike Cymbilaimus lineatus

Bamboo Antshrike Cymbilaimus sanctaemariae

Great Antshrike Taraba major

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus

Plain-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus schistaceus

Dusky-throated Antshrike Thamnomanes ardesiacus

Bluish-slate Antshrike Thamnomanes schistogynus

Plain-throated Antwren Isleria hauxwelli
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Spot-winged Antshrike Pygiptila stellaris

White-eyed Stipplethroat Epinecrophylla leucophthalma
Ornate Stipplethroat Epinecrophylla ornata

Pygmy Antwren Myrmotherula brachyura

Amazonian Streaked-Antwren Myrmotherula multostriata @
White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris
Long-winged Antwren Myrmotherula longipennis
lhering's Antwren Myrmotherula iheringi

Gray Antwren Myrmotherula menetriesii

Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias quixensis

Striated Antbird Drymophila devillei

Yellow-breasted Warbling-Antbird Hypocnemis subflava
Black Antbird Cercomacroides serva

Riparian Antbird Cercomacroides fuscicauda

Manu Antbird Cercomacra manu

Gray Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens

White-browed Antbird Myrmoborus leucophrys
Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus @
White-lined Antbird Myrmoborus lophotes

Band-tailed Antbird Hypocnemoides maculicauda
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Silvered Antbird Sclateria naevia

Plumbeous Antbird Myrmelastes hyperythrus
Chestnut-tailed Antbird Sciaphylax hemimelaena
Goeldi's Antbird Akletos goeldii

Black-throated Antbird Myrmophylax atrothorax
White-throated Antbird Oneillornis salvini

Common Scale-backed Antbird Willisornis poecilinotus
Black-spotted Bare-eye Phlegopsis nigromaculata
Amazonian Antpitta Myrmothera berlepschi
Rufous-capped Antthrush Formicarius colma

Black-faced Antthrush Formicarius analis

Rufous-fronted Antthrush Formicarius rufifrons @
Striated Antthrush Chamaeza nobilis

Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus
Long-tailed Woodcreeper Deconychura longicauda
Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper Dendrexetastes rufigula
Long-billed Woodcreeper Nasica longirostris @
Amazonian Barred-Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes certhia

Elegant Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus elegans
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Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus
Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus
Red-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus trochilirostris
Inambari Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes fatimalimae
Plain Xenops Xenops minutus

Pale-legged Hornero Furnarius leucopus

Chestnut-winged Hookbill Ancistrops strigilatus

Chestnut-crowned Foliage-gleaner Automolus rufipileatus

Brown-rumped Foliage-gleaner Automolus melanopezus

Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner Automolus infuscatus
Plain-crowned Spinetail Synallaxis gujanensis
Ruddy Spinetail Synallaxis rutilans

Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin Tyranneutes stolzmanni
Band-tailed Manakin Pipra fasciicauda
Fiery-capped Manakin Machaeropterus pyrocephalus
Round-tailed Manakin Ceratopipra chloromeros
Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata
Plum-throated Cotinga Cotinga maynana
Screaming Piha Lipaugus vociferans

Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus
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Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana

Black-crowned Tityra Tityra inquisitor

Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata

Cinereous Mourner Laniocera hypopyrra
White-browed Purpletuft lodopleuraisabellae
White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Black-capped Becard Pachyramphus marginatus
Pink-throated Becard Pachyramphus minor
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus erythrurus
Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris

Golden-crowned Spadebill Platyrinchus coronatus

Sepia-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon amaurocephalus

Ringed Antpipit Corythopis torquatus

Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis ecaudatus

Flammulated Pygmy-Tyrant Hemitriccus flammulatus

White-bellied Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus griseipectus

White-cheeked Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus albifacies

Spotted Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum maculatum

Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum

Gray-crowned Flatbill Tolmomyias poliocephalus
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Olive-faced Flatbill Tolmomyias viridiceps
Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus
Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii
Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus
Southern Tropical Pewee Contopus cinereus @
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus
Drab Water Tyrant Ochthornis littoralis

Little Ground-Tyrant Syrtidicola fluviatilis

Large-headed Flatbill Ramphotrigon megacephalum

Dusky-tailed Flatbill Ramphotrigon fuscicauda
Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus
White-rumped Sirystes Sirystes albocinereus
Grayish Mourner Rhytipterna simplex
Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox
Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis
Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis

Dusky-chested Flycatcher Myiozetetes luteiventris
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Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus

Crowned Slaty Flycatcher Empidonomus aurantioatrocristatus
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus

Dusky-capped Greenlet Pachysylvia hypoxantha

Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi

Purplish Jay Cyanocorax cyanomelas

Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus

White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer
Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis
White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata

Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus

House Wren Troglodytes aedon

Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus

Moustached Wren Pheugopedius genibarbis

Musician Wren Cyphorhinus arada @

White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis

Lawrence's Thrush Turdus lawrencii

Golden-bellied Euphonia Euphonia chrysopasta

White-vented Euphonia Euphonia minuta
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Rufous-bellied Euphonia Euphonia rufiventris
Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons
Pectoral Sparrow Arremon taciturnus
Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons
Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus

Olive Oropendola Psarocolius bifasciatus
Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus

Red-crowned Ant-Tanager Habia rubica
Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis

Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus
Black-and-white Tanager Conothraupis speculigera @ @
Flame-crested Tanager Loriotus cristatus
White-shouldered Tanager Loriotus luctuosus
White-winged Shrike-Tanager Lanio versicolor
Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo
Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea melanonota
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum
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Masked Tanager Stilpnia nigrocincta

Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana

Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis

Opal-crowned Tanager Tangara callophrys

Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii

Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis

Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus

Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus

Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator grossus
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