
 
 

Trip Report — Amazonian Ecuador:  
Sacha Lodge I 2025 
 
January 7-16, 2025 with Jesse Fagan & local guide Oscar (and 
Wilson) 

We were lucky enough to observe several male Wire-tailed Manakins on a lek during an 
afternoon walk at Sacha Lodge. Nice capture by participant Jeanette Shores. 
 
This was an enjoyable tour filled with lots of birds and critters, plus 
exceptional accommodations and food in a “remote” Amazonian lodge.  It is 
hard to beat tours with so many birds where you can stay in one spot.  This 
tour has some unique experiences, too.  Sacha Lodge has four 40+ meter 
towers for canopy birding, creeks to explore by canoe, and the Napo River 
with several active clay licks.  Every day offered something different! 

Our group met up in Quito at our comfortable hotel located near the 
international airport.  We headed off the next morning on a short flight to the 



energetic town of Coca located in the Amazonian lowlands.  We 
rendezvoused in the Sacha office in town where we organized our gear and 
grabbed life jackets for the 2-hour boat trip down the Napo River to 
Sacha.  The Napo River is one of the largest Amazonian tributaries, and the 
largest river in Ecuador, so there was a lot of commercial activity on the river 
to begin with, but this slowly quieted as we descended further.  We 
eventually disembarked and hiked approximately 25 minutes to a small dock 
where we loaded into small canoes for the 20-minute paddle to our 
destination.  As the lodge came into view, we heard the barks of Giant River 
Otters and Lesser Kiskadees called from the edges.  This pattern of loading 
into canoes for short forays into the forest would be a common theme for us 
over the next week. 

One of the benefits to being at Sacha Lodge is the opportunity to spend several mornings at 
canopy towers where the views, as can be seen here with this Cream-colored Woodpecker, can 
be spectacular. Photo by participant Jeanette Shores. 
 
On our first full day we hiked to the towers with a canopy walkway and 
spent nearly the entire morning at Tower 2.  There are very few birding 



experiences like this one, dawn over the Amazonian rainforest and most birds 
at or below eye level.  We quickly ticked off new birds like Plum-throated 
Cotinga, Pied and White-necked puffbirds, White-eared Jacamar and 
Golden-collared Toucanet.  The tower was perfect for those large canopy 
birds where we could properly scope them and take lots of photographs. We 
lunched like royalty along the lakeshore (the buffet meals were a big hit), had 
a nice siesta during the heat of the day, then went back out in the late 
afternoon to enjoy Anaconda Creek.  The canoe trips down Anaconda and 
Orquedia creeks were a fun way to enjoy interior forest birds, while keeping 
to the shade and cooler temperatures.  We did find a couple of Green 
Anacondas, coiled up and not doing a whole lot, and killer looks at Orange-
crowed Manakin, a limited range species, Black-banded Woodcreeper, and 
Dot-backed Antbird.  There was also a cool Cordyceps silk spider frozen in 
place; indeed, it was white like ice! 

The Napo River is famous for its clay licks and we spent one morning visiting several different 
ones. This photo is of a traditional muddy embankment where the birds congregate to feed on 
clay minerals. Photo by Jeanette Shores. 
 



Another day we headed down the Napo River to visit several of the famous 
clay licks, most of which are located within the Yasuni National Park.  The 
first clay lick was typical of licks found throughout many of the large 
Amazonian tributaries: a muddy exposed clay embankment.  As we arrived in 
our boat, we could see the surrounding trees full of parrots and 
parakeets.  The dominant species was Mealy Parrot with a good number of 
Yellow-crowned and the smaller Cobalt-winged Parakeets mixed in.  There 
were hundreds, if not several thousand, of individuals all cackling and 
screeching from their perches.  There was a sense of building urgency as a 
few birds and small groups came down to inspect the clay.  After 20 minutes 
or so, and without warning to us, the birds began to descend and cover 
nearly the entire embankment.  Other species arrived, like Dusky-headed 
Parakeets and Blue-headed Parrots, and it was nearly impossible to tell the 
forest from the embankment, the green continued all the way down to the 
river’s edge.  The second lick we visited was very different, but equally 
impressive.  The second lick is tucked deep within the forest and managed by 
the Ananga Community.  The community has constructed a covered viewing 
area where we could comfortably sit and wait for birds to visit the water 
drip.  In this case, the two prominent species were Cobalt-winged Parakeets 
and Scarlet Macaws, with a few Orange-eared Parrots thrown in for good 
measure.  Eventually, all three species dropped down, feeding together and 
drinking from the rich mineral waters.  

We returned to the Napo River to visit one of the larger river islands where a 
special group of birds has adapted to living in natural second-growth 
habitats that are continuously changing due to flooding events.  These are 
species that are found in deep saw grass, small forest patches, edge, and 
along sandy riverbanks.  Birding this type of habitat is tough.  It involved 
some machete work, getting our boots muddy, swatting small sand flies, and 
sweating in the exposed sun, but it paid off.  After a full morning here we 
headed back to the lodge having seen several of the targets including Gray-
breasted Crake, Black-and-white Antbird, Parker’s, White-bellied, and Dark-
breasted spinetails, and Fuscous Flycatcher.  In the afternoon, we visited 
another tower located in the crown of a giant Ceiba tree (or Kapok).  The 
“Kapok Tower” is over 40 meters tall and has a 360-degree view of the 



surrounding forest canopy.  While here we had some of our best views of 
Cream-colored Woodpecker, Chestnut-eared Aracari, Opal-crowned 
Tanager, Yellow-bellied Dacnis, and Bare-necked Fruitcrow.  We stayed until 
sunset on our final evening, watching the sun dip below the distant horizon 
as the first stars, moon, and planets began to appear, Venus and Jupiter 
shining brightly in the night sky.  Just at dusk we heard the first chortles of a 
Short-tailed Nighthawk and watched it dance around the Kapok tree before 
settling on a large horizontal branch just within feet of our heads.  It sat for 
some time here, calling occasionally, and eventually was joined by its mate 
on the branch.  Together they angled off into the darkness.   It was a new 
experience for all of us, including the guides, and it ended up being the 
perfect way to cap off our visit here in the Ecuadorian Amazon. 

There are also lots of critters at Sacha Lodge. So, besides a large bird list we saw some cool 
mammals and insects, like this Western Pygmy Marmoset. Photo by guide Jesse Fagan. 
 



Check out the CRITTER LIST: 
 
MAMMAL LIST 
Northern Black-eared Opossum (Didelphis marsupialis) 
Proboscis Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso) 
Northern Pygmy Marmoset (Cebuella pygmaea) = Very cool seeing this 
species a short distance walk from the lodge.  The biologists here had been 
monitoring them for some time, and we lucked out seeing them feeding on 
tree sap on the side of a large tree. 
Black-mantled Tamarin (Saguinus nigricollis) 
Guianan Squirrel Monkey (Saimiri sciureus) = The dominant primate species 
in the forest around Sacha, sometimes in large troops of dozens of 
individuals. 
Spix's Night Monkey (Aotus vociferans) = Hanging out in a tree cavity near 
the mariposaria.  
Red-bellied Titi (Plecturocebus moloch) = We eventually spotted them in the 
scope from Tower 2, but heard them quite frequently. 
Colombian Red Howler (Alouatta seniculus) 
White-fronted Capuchin (Cebus albifrons) 
Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth (Bradypus variegatus) = Mostly just balls 
of hair in a Cecropia tree. 
Black Agouti (Dasyprocta fuliginosa) 
Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis) = At least one family group was a regular 
visitor to the blackwater lake in front of the lodge.  
 
OTHER STUFF 
Spectacled Caiman (Caiman crocodilus) 
Green Anaconda (Eunectes murinus) = A lifer critter for most everyone in the 
canoe.  We saw two relatively small ones (2 meters?) coiled up along the 
Orquedia Creek bank.  
Northern Caiman Lizard (Dracaena guianensis) = The large “monitor” lizard 
we saw along the creek. 
Yellow-headed Sideneck (Podocnemis unifilis) = The small turtles in the 
pond in front of the dining area. 
South American Common Toad (Rhinella margaritifera) 



Yellow-banded Pinktoe Tarantula (Avicularia juruensis) = A large one was 
hanging out inside a banana plant near the mariposaria.  Jesse also had a 
smaller one behind the numbered sign on his door! 
Cordyceps fungis = We saw two examples of this: one zombie spider and 
another zombie bullet ant (Paraponera clavata). 
Tityus bastosi = The scorpion we found along the trail during our 
nightbirding.  
 
Thanks again to this group for choosing Field Guides.  I really enjoyed my 
time with you in the field and hope to see you again on another trip very 
soon.  All the best birding in 2025 and beyond.  

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link: 
https://ebird.org/tripreport/323267 

Jesse Fagan (aka Motmot) from Lima, Peru 
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Species Observed Checklists

LIFERS 17

Species Observed Show all details

5 Great Tinamou Tinamus major 4

14 Cinereous Tinamou Crypturellus cinereus 7

1 Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui 1

1 Undulated Tinamou Crypturellus undulatus 1

7 Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 2

26 Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata 5

24 Spix's Guan Penelope jacquacu 5

1 Blue-throated Piping-Guan Pipile cumanensis 1

34 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 4

5 Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 4

10 Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 6

4 Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti 1

1 Blue Ground Dove Claravis pretiosa 1

1 Ruddy Quail-Dove Geotrygon montana 1

3 Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla 3

18 Greater Ani Crotophaga major 5

2 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 1

6 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 5

1 Short-tailed Nighthawk Lurocalis semitorquatus 1

1 Ladder-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis climacocerca 1

2 Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis 2
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1 Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus 1

51 Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura 6

4 Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila cayennensis 3

53 Fork-tailed Palm Swift Tachornis squamata 6

1 Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsutus 1

1 White-bearded Hermit Phaethornis hispidus 1

3 Great-billed Hermit Phaethornis malaris 1

2 Black-throated Hermit Phaethornis atrimentalis 2

1 Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis 1

6 Olive-spotted Hummingbird Talaphorus chlorocercus 1

1 Glittering-throated Emerald Chionomesa fimbriata 1

6 Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus 2

1 Azure Gallinule Porphyrio flavirostris 1

2 Gray-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis 1

4 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius 2

3 Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 1

3 Black Skimmer Rynchops niger 1

6 Hoatzin Opisthocomus hoazin 4

2 Anhinga Anhinga anhinga 2

3 Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum 3

1 Boat-billed Heron Cochlearius cochlearius 1

2 Zigzag Heron Zebrilus undulatus 1

1 Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus 1

5 Snowy Egret Egretta thula 2
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1 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 1

18 Great Egret Ardea alba 4

4 Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi 3

5 King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa 2

24 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus 4

1 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 1

31 Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus 4

1 Osprey Pandion haliaetus 1

3 Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus 3

8 Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus 2

10 Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea 4

3 Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens 2

5 Slender-billed Kite Helicolestes hamatus 3

1 Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga 1

5 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris 3

2 Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl Megascops watsonii 1

3 Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata 3

1 Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata 1

4 Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum 2

2 Black-banded Owl Strix huhula 2

9 Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis 5

5 Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota 3

1 Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum 1
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2 Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata 2

1 Amazon Kingfisher Chloroceryle amazona 1

2 American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea 2

3 Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda 3

1 White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus 1

2 Pied Puffbird Notharchus tectus 2

1 Chestnut-capped Puffbird Bucco macrodactylus 1

6 Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons 2

5 White-fronted Nunbird Monasa morphoeus 1

4 Swallow-winged Puffbird Chelidoptera tenebrosa 2

2 White-eared Jacamar Galbalcyrhynchus leucotis 1

1 Purplish Jacamar Galbula chalcothorax 1

2 Scarlet-crowned Barbet Capito aurovirens 1

40 Gilded Barbet Capito auratus 9

3 Lemon-throated Barbet Eubucco richardsoni 2

2 Lettered Aracari Pteroglossus inscriptus 1

11 Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis 3

16 Many-banded Aracari Pteroglossus pluricinctus 3

3 Ivory-billed Aracari Pteroglossus azara 1

2 Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii 2

21 White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus 8

6 Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus 5

16 Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus 4
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1 Little Woodpecker Dryobates passerinus 1

8 Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos 4

1 Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus 1

2 Ringed Woodpecker Celeus torquatus 1

2 Waved Woodpecker Celeus undatus 2

5 Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus 4

1 Rufous-headed Woodpecker Celeus spectabilis 1

2 Chestnut Woodpecker Celeus elegans 2

2 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 2

1 Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis 1

3 Red-throated Caracara Ibycter americanus 2

7 Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima 3

1 Black Caracara Daptrius ater 1

3 Bat Falcon Falco rufigularis 3

4 Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet Touit huetii 1

464 Cobalt-winged Parakeet Brotogeris cyanoptera 7

75 Orange-cheeked Parrot Pyrilia barrabandi 1

205 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus 4

505 Mealy Amazon Amazona farinosa 4

11 Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica 4

2 Black-headed Parrot Pionites melanocephalus 2

166 Dusky-headed Parakeet Aratinga weddellii 6

10 Red-bellied Macaw Orthopsittaca manilatus 3
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21 Blue-and-yellow Macaw Ara ararauna 3

68 Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus 5

18 Scarlet Macaw Ara macao 1

2 Fasciated Antshrike Cymbilaimus lineatus 2

1 Fulvous Antshrike Frederickena fulva 1

12 Plain-winged Antshrike Thamnophilus schistaceus 5

3 Castelnau's Antshrike Thamnophilus cryptoleucus 1

1 White-shouldered Antshrike Thamnophilus aethiops 1

10 Dusky-throated Antshrike Thamnomanes ardesiacus 4

3 Cinereous Antshrike Thamnomanes caesius 1

4 Plain-throated Antwren Isleria hauxwelli 3

1 Ornate Stipplethroat Epinecrophylla ornata 1

2 Pygmy Antwren Myrmotherula brachyura 2

1 Moustached Antwren Myrmotherula ignota 1

4 White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris 1

1 Gray Antwren Myrmotherula menetriesii 1

2 Dugand's Antwren Herpsilochmus dugandi 1

10 Peruvian Warbling-Antbird Hypocnemis peruviana 4

4 Gray Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens 3

2 Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus 1

2 Black-and-white Antbird Myrmochanes hemileucus 1

3 Silvered Antbird Sclateria naevia 2

4 Plumbeous Antbird Myrmelastes hyperythrus 3
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10 White-shouldered Antbird Akletos melanoceps 5

1 Sooty Antbird Hafferia fortis 1

1 Spot-backed Antbird Hylophylax naevius 1

2 Dot-backed Antbird Hylophylax punctulatus 1

1 Black-spotted Bare-eye Phlegopsis nigromaculata 1

3 Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus 2

5 Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa 3

2 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus 1

2 Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper Dendrexetastes rufigula 2

6 Black-banded Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes picumnus 4

1 Striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus obsoletus 1

1 Elegant Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus elegans 1

11 Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus 6

1 Parker's Spinetail Cranioleuca vulpecula 1

6 White-bellied Spinetail Mazaria propinqua 1

1 Dark-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albigularis 1

3 Dwarf Tyrant-Manakin Tyranneutes stolzmanni 3

1 Blue-capped Manakin Lepidothrix coronata 1

2 Orange-crowned Manakin Heterocercus aurantiivertex 2

4 Wire-tailed Manakin Pipra filicauda 2

12 Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata 4

2 Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus 2

6 Plum-throated Cotinga Cotinga maynana 3
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4 Spangled Cotinga Cotinga cayana 2

5 Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus 1

8 Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana 3

3 White-browed Purpletuft Iodopleura isabellae 2

1 White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus 1

1 Black-capped Becard Pachyramphus marginatus 1

2 Pink-throated Becard Pachyramphus minor 1

1 Wing-barred Piprites Piprites chloris 1

2 Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus 2

2 Double-banded Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus vitiosus 1

2 Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum 2

1 Yellow-olive Flatbill Tolmomyias sulphurescens 1

1 Orange-eyed Flatbill Tolmomyias traylori 1

1 Yellow-margined Flatbill Tolmomyias assimilis 1

2 Gray-crowned Flatbill Tolmomyias poliocephalus 2

1 Olive-faced Flatbill Tolmomyias viridiceps 1

9 Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus elatus 7

2 Slender-footed Tyrannulet Zimmerius gracilipes 2

1 Euler's Flycatcher Lathrotriccus euleri 1

1 Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens 1

1 Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus 1

3 Drab Water Tyrant Ochthornis littoralis 2

1 Rufous-tailed Flatbill Ramphotrigon ruficauda 1
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4 Cinnamon Attila Attila cinnamomeus 3

1 Citron-bellied Attila Attila citriniventris 1

8 Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus 6

2 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer 2

2 Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox 1

1 Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa 1

5 Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor 5

12 Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 7

7 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 6

5 Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 3

6 Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis 4

1 Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus 1

1 Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris 1

8 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius 4

5 Sulphury Flycatcher Tyrannopsis sulphurea 1

14 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 7

1 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 1

25 Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis 5

28 Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus 10

5 Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla 3

10 White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer 4

29 Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea 5

11 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca 2
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4 Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus 3

6 Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus 4

2 Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus 2

8 Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus 3

5 Coraya Wren Pheugopedius coraya 3

4 Hauxwell's Thrush Turdus hauxwelli 4

1 Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis 1

3 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 1

6 Rufous-bellied Euphonia Euphonia rufiventris 3

4 Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons 1

121 Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons 6

2 Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus 1

1 Solitary Black Cacique Cacicus solitarius 1

54 Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela 5

3 Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis 2

7 Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus 2

10 Oriole Blackbird Gymnomystax mexicanus 1

2 Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata 1

6 Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea 2

3 Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis 1

2 Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus 2

2 Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida 1

3 Flame-crested Tanager Loriotus cristatus 2
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2 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 1

1 Masked Crimson Tanager Ramphocelus nigrogularis 1

24 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus 6

23 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 5

11 Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana 3

2 Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis 1

13 Opal-rumped Tanager Tangara velia 3

11 Opal-crowned Tanager Tangara callophrys 2

22 Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii 4

1 Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata 1

6 Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer 2

2 Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana 1

12 Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus 3

12 Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza 2

8 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 1

8 Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris 1

1 Bluish-gray Saltator Saltator coerulescens 1
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