Trip Report — Amazonian Ecuador:
Sacha Lodge II 2026

July 2-11, 2026 with Willy Perez & Local guides, Oscar Tapuy and
Donaldo

The Golden-collared Toucanet is a striking species of terra firme forest in western Amazonia.
During our birding, we were fortunate to get excellent views of this beautiful toucanet, and Kari
Sasportas captured this fantastic portrait of a male, showing off its distinctive golden collar and
colorful plumage.

There is something about returning to Sacha that is difficult to put into
words. This was our second tour of 2026, and although | know some of what
to expect, the Amazon once again managed to surprise me. Our adventure
started in Quito. After a short flight across the Andes, we landed in the town
of Coca and met Oscar (our local guide) and the Sacha Lodge team.

From there, the real journey began. We climbed aboard our motor canoe and
headed downstream along the Napo River. For around two hours, we
watched the landscape change around us as we travelled deeper into the



Amazon. The noise and bustle of Coca gradually disappeared, replaced by
forest, river and the feeling that we were heading somewhere very special.

During our last hour of birding, we gathered in the beautiful garden of Hotel San José de Puembo
for a final group photo. It was a great way to finish our time together after an exciting birding
adventure. Photo by our guide, Willy Perez.

Eventually, we left the motor canoe behind and walked through the forest for
about 30 minutes. The final part of the journey was by dugout canoe,
paddling our way towards the lodge. By the time we arrived at Sacha, you
really feel that you've left the outside world behind. Sacha Lodge is a
wonderful place to spend a week. It is comfortable, the food is excellent and
the staff seem to anticipate everything you might need. Most importantly, it
puts us right in the middle of the rainforest, with wildlife all around us.

Our first afternoon was an easy introduction. We paddled across the
Pilchecocha Lagoon and along the Orquidea Creek, taking in the
surroundings and getting our first taste of the wildlife. It wasn't long before
we found one of our first special birds, the striking Orange-crested Manakin,
which is one of the specialties of the Igapo forest.



From there, the week gathered momentum, as one of the first visits to the
towers gave us an incredible view into the canopy. We spent hours watching
colourful tanagers moving through the trees. Green-and-gold, Turquoise and
Opal-rumped, were among the highlights, and seeing these birds so close
and almost at eye level was simply magical.

The Kapok Tower proved to be a fantastic place to enjoy colorful birds at remarkably close
range. Among the highlights were these handsome males Gilded Barbets, which gathered
together in the canopy and gave us wonderful opportunities for close up photography. Kari
Sasportas captured this beautiful image.

Of course, we always have a few birds on our wish list, particularly the
difficult and elusive ones. Our patience was rewarded with an excellent view
of a Chestnut-capped Puffbird, exactly the sort of encounter that makes all
the searching worthwhile.

One of the biggest highlights of the trip was our visit to the parrot clay lick in
the Yasuni National Park area. At first, there wasn't much happening, then
the Cobalt-winged Parakeets started to arrive. Gradually, more birds
appeared, and before long we were watching parrots, parakeets and



colourful macaws gathering together. The arrival of the Red-and-green and
Scarlet Macaws was particularly spectacular. Watching these magnificent
birds gather and descend to the clay lick to drink the mineral rich water was
one of those experiences that everyone will remember. It was wonderful to
just stand there and take it all in.

Another favourite day took us to the Kapok Tower. A fruiting tree nearby was
attracting an amazing selection of birds, and we had some fantastic views.
Gilded and Lemon-throated Barbets, Plum-throated Cotinga, Chestnut-
eared, Many-banded Aracaris, Cream-colored, Ringed and Waved
woodpeckers all put in appearances. There was so much going on that we
were constantly looking in different directions, wondering what would turn
up next. Then we noticed a sloth feeding on the young leaves. We watched
as it slowly made its way down the tree, completely unconcerned by the
audience nearby. It was a lovely, peaceful moment and one of those
encounters that you see just in nature documentaries.

The Masked Tanager is a colorful canopy species of the Amazonian lowlands. While visiting the
canopy towers, we once again came face to face with several of these attractive tanagers as they
moved through the treetops. Kari Sasportas was ready with her camera and captured this
excellent photograph.



Away from the towers, we spent plenty of time exploring the creeks and
lagoons around the lodge. We found Giant Otters, Yellow-spotted Amazon
River Turtles and Spectacled Caimans, while some of the group were lucky
enough to see a Green Anaconda. The birding was super enjoyable; we
recorded Ringed, Green and Rufous kingfishers, as well as the much more
usual American Pygmy. Moving quietly along the Amazon waterways, never
quite knowing what might appear next, was a big part of the fun.

Then came the river islands and plenty of mud! Getting around was not
always easy, but the effort was worth it. We found Spotted Tody-Flycatcher
and Black-and-white Antbird and spent time searching for some of more
elusive species like Gray-breasted Crake that we saw crossing over the
grass. These searches can sometimes test your patience. You hear a bird,
catch a glimpse of movement and then spend what seems like an age trying
to work out exactly where it is. But when you finally find it and get a good
view, the satisfaction is enormous. Silver, Spot-backed Antbirds and Black-
spotted Bare-eye were some particularly memorable finds. They gave us
excellent views and reminded us why we enjoy the challenge of birding in
the rainforest.



Lemon-throated Barbet is primarily a species of lowland forest, where it is especially likely to be
found along forest edges and in clearings, often close to water. This handsome male gave us a
great photographic opportunity, beautifully captured here by Kari Sasportas.

And then there was the rain! During one of our forest walks, the heavens
suddenly opened. Within minutes, the trail had become a stream, and we
were wading through water and mud. It was wet, uncomfortable and slightly
chaotic, but also great fun. You can't really visit the Amazon without getting
properly soaked at least once, and this was certainly a memorable way to
experience it.

Looking back on the week, it is the collection of moments that stand out
most. The excitement when a difficult bird finally appeared. The sudden
arrival of a flock of colourful macaws. Watching a sloth slowly feeding below
us. Quietly drifting along a creek with a kingfisher on the side. The laughter
and inevitable mud on the river islands. And, of course, that tropical
downpour.

Sacha gave us another wonderful week, but for us it was much more than a
list of birds and wildlife. It was about being together, exploring somewhere



extraordinary and enjoying whatever the Amazon decided to give us each
day. We came home with plenty of great memories, a few muddy clothes,
countless photographs and, as always, the feeling that we had only
scratched the surface of this incredible place.

One thing is certain, we will be very happy to return to Sacha again. Thank
you, everyone, for some seriously fun birding.

The Chestnut-capped Puftbird is a relatively small member of the puffbird family and one that is
easy to recognize once seen. Its bright chestnut crown, contrasting black mask, and prominent
black breast band set it apart from the other puffbirds. Kari Sasportas captured this wonderful
portrait of the species.

Other Wildlife that we came across:

Proboscis Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso)

Northern Pygmy Marmoset (Cebuella pygmaea)
Black-mantled Tamarin (Saguinus nigricollis)
Guianan Squirrel Monkey (Saimiri sciureus)
Spix's Night Monkey (Aotus vociferans)
Colombian Red Howler (Alouatta seniculus)
White-fronted Capuchin (Cebus albifrons)



Poeppig’s Woolly Monkey (Lagothrix lagothricha poeppiggii)
Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth (Bradypus variegatus)
Black Agouti (Dasyprocta fuliginosa)

Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis)

Spectacled Caiman (Caiman crocodilus)

Yellow-spotted Amazon River Turtle (Podocnemis unifilis)
Caiman Lizard (Dracaena guianensis)

Anole Lizard

Green Anaconda (Eunectes murinus)

Ecuadorian Poison Dart Frog (Ameerega bilinguis)

Owl Butterfly (Caligo sp)

The Turquoise Tanager (Tangara mexicana) is a beautiful and colorful species. Despite its
somewhat misleading species name, “mexicana,” it does not occur in Mexico. Instead, its range
is centered in the tropical forests of northwestern South America. Kari Sasportas captured this
lovely photograph

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link:
https://ebird.org/tripreport/561501



You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/sac26bTRIPLIST.pdf

-- Abrazos from Dorset, Willy
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Great Tinamou Tinamus major

Cinereous Tinamou Crypturellus cinereus
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata
Blue-throated Piping-Guan Pipile cumanensis
Spix's Guan Penelope jacquacu

Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata
Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis
Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea
Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti
Gray-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla

Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata

Greater Ani Crotophaga major
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani
Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana

Short-tailed Nighthawk Lurocalis semitorquatus

Ladder-tailed Nightjar Hydropsalis climacocerca

Great Potoo Nyctibius grandis

Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus
White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris
Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris

Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyura
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Fork-tailed Palm Swift Tachornis squamata
Great-billed Hermit Phaethornis malaris
Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans
Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis
Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae
White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant
Western Emerald Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus
Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus
Gray-breasted Crake Laterallus exilis
Sungrebe Heliornis fulica

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis

Collared Plover Anarhynchus collaris

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger

Hoatzin Opisthocomus hoazin

Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja

Rufescent Tiger-Heron Tigrisoma lineatum
Zigzag Heron Zebrilus undulatus
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax
Capped Heron Pilherodius pileatus

Snowy Egret Egretta thula

Striated Heron Butorides striata

Great Egret Ardea alba
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Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi
King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus

Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus
Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus
Double-toothed Kite Harpagus bidentatus
Plumbeous Kite Ictinia plumbea

Slender-billed Kite Helicolestes hamatus
Slate-colored Hawk Buteogallus schistaceus
Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris

Harris's Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus

Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus

Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba
Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl Megascops watsonii
Crested Owl Lophostrix cristata

Spectacled Owl Pulsatrix perspicillata
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium brasilianum
Black-tailed Trogon Trogon melanurus
Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis
Amazonian Motmot Momotus momota

Broad-billed Motmot Electron platyrhynchum
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Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata
American Pygmy Kingfisher Chloroceryle aenea
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher Chloroceryle inda
White-necked Puffbird Notharchus hyperrhynchus
Chestnut-capped Puffbird Bucco macrodactylus
Black-fronted Nunbird Monasa nigrifrons
Swallow-winged Puffbird Chelidoptera tenebrosa
White-eared Jacamar Galbalcyrhynchus leucotis
Purplish Jacamar Galbula chalcothorax
Scarlet-crowned Barbet Capito aurovirens
Gilded Barbet Capito auratus

Lemon-throated Barbet Eubucco richardsoni
Lettered Aracari Pteroglossus inscriptus
Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis
Many-banded Aracari Pteroglossus pluricinctus
Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii
White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus

Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus

Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus

Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos

Ringed Woodpecker Celeus torquatus

Waved Woodpecker Celeus undatus
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Cream-colored Woodpecker Celeus flavus
Chestnut Woodpecker Celeus elegans
Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans
Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima
Black Caracara Daptrius ater
Scarlet-shouldered Parrotlet Touit huetii
Cobalt-winged Parakeet Brotogeris cyanoptera
Orange-cheeked Parrot Pyrilia barrabandi
Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
Yellow-crowned Amazon Amazona ochrocephala
Mealy Amazon Amazona farinosa
Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica
Black-headed Parrot Pionites melanocephalus
Dusky-headed Parakeet Aratinga weddellii
Red-bellied Macaw Orthopsittaca manilatus
Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus

Scarlet Macaw Ara macao

Red-and-green Macaw Ara chloropterus @
White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus
Fasciated Antshrike Cymbilaimus lineatus
Castelnau's Antshrike Thamnophilus cryptoleucus
Dusky-throated Antshrike Thamnomanes ardesiacus

Plain-throated Antwren Isleria hauxwelli
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White-flanked Antwren Myrmotherula axillaris

Gray Antwren Myrmotherula menetriesii

Peruvian Warbling-Antbird Hypocnemis peruviana
Gray Antbird Cercomacra cinerascens

Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus
Black-and-white Antbird Myrmochanes hemileucus
Silvered Antbird Sclateria naevia

Plumbeous Antbird Myrmelastes hyperythrus
White-shouldered Antbird Akletos melanoceps

Sooty Antbird Hadfferia fortis

Spot-backed Antbird Hylophylax naevius

Dot-backed Antbird Hylophylax punctulatus

Common Scale-backed Antbird Willisornis poecilinotus
Black-spotted Bare-eye Phlegopsis nigromaculata
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa
Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper Dendrexetastes rufigula
Long-billed Woodcreeper Nasica longirostris
Black-banded Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes picumnus
Striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus obsoletus
Elegant Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus elegans
Buff-throated Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus guttatus
White-bellied Spinetail Mazaria propinqua

Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae
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Orange-crowned Manakin Heterocercus aurantiivertex
Wire-tailed Manakin Pipra filicauda

Golden-headed Manakin Ceratopipra erythrocephala
Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula purpurata
Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus
Plum-throated Cotinga Cotinga maynana

Spangled Cotinga Cotinga cayana

Bare-necked Fruitcrow Gymnoderus foetidus
Black-tailed Tityra Tityra cayana

White-winged Becard Pachyramphus polychopterus
Pink-throated Becard Pachyramphus minor
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleagineus
Spotted Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum maculatum
Yellow-browed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum chrysocrotaphum
Orange-eyed Flatbill Tolmomyias traylori
Yellow-margined Flatbill Tolmomyias assimilis
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum
Slender-footed Tyrannulet Zimmerius gracilipes
Euler's Flycatcher Lathrotriccus euleri @

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii

Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus

Drab Water Tyrant Ochthornis littoralis

Rufous-tailed Flatbill Ramphotrigon ruficauda
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Cinnamon Attila Attila cinnamomeus
Citron-bellied Attila Attila citriniventris
Bright-rumped Attila Attila spadiceus
White-rumped Sirystes Sirystes albocinereus
Grayish Mourner Rhytipterna simplex
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox
Lesser Kiskadee Philohydor lictor

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis
Gray-capped Flycatcher Myiozetetes granadensis
Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculatus
Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophaius

Crowned Slaty Flycatcher Empidonomus aurantioatrocristatus
Sulphury Flycatcher Tyrannopsis sulphurea
Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana

Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi

Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus
Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla
White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer

Gray-breasted Martin Progne chalybea
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White-banded Swallow Atticora fasciata

Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca

Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus

Tropical Gnatcatcher Polioptila plumbea @

Scaly-breasted Wren Microcerculus marginatus

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus

Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus

Coraya Wren Pheugopedius coraya

Great Thrush Turdus fuscater

Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis

Hauxwell's Thrush Turdus hauxwelli

Golden-bellied Euphonia Euphonia chrysopasta

Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster

Rufous-bellied Euphonia Euphonia rufiventris

Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis

Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus
Solitary Black Cacique Cacicus solitarius
Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus cela
Epaulet Oriole Icterus cayanensis
Orange-backed Troupial Icterus croconotus

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis
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Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus

Oriole Blackbird Gymnomystax mexicanus
Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus
Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida
Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo
Masked Crimson Tanager Ramphocelus nigrogularis
Blue-and-yellow Tanager Rauenia bonariensis
Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum

Scrub Tanager Stilpnia vitriolina

Masked Tanager Stilpnia nigrocincta
Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana
Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis
Opal-rumped Tanager Tangara velia
Opal-crowned Tanager Tangara callophrys
Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii
Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata
Yellow-bellied Dacnis Dacnis flaviventer

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

Short-billed Honeycreeper Cyanerpes nitidus @
Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus
Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza

Cinereous Conebill Conirostrum cinereum

https://ebird.org/tripreport/561501 ?continue

Field Guides Birding Tours -- SACHA LODGE, 2026 (with Willy Perez) - eBird Trip Report

W3

a2

[N

il

Wil

W2

il

W3

W3

Wil

W2

W3

(N

W3

w2

W3

W3

[N

W3

w2

W3

W3

[N

11/12


https://ebird.org/species/giacow
https://ebird.org/species/oribla1
https://ebird.org/species/magtan2
https://ebird.org/species/orhtan1
https://ebird.org/species/sibtan2
https://ebird.org/species/mactan1
https://ebird.org/species/baytan3
https://ebird.org/species/bugtan
https://ebird.org/species/paltan1
https://ebird.org/species/scrtan1
https://ebird.org/species/mastan1
https://ebird.org/species/turtan1
https://ebird.org/species/partan1
https://ebird.org/species/oprtan1
https://ebird.org/species/opctan1
https://ebird.org/species/gagtan2
https://ebird.org/species/bkfdac2
https://ebird.org/species/yebdac1
https://ebird.org/species/bludac1
https://ebird.org/species/shbhon2
https://ebird.org/species/purhon1
https://ebird.org/species/grehon1
https://ebird.org/species/cincon1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1789576933113.1789582354460.703&__hssc=60209138.1.1789582354460&__hsfp=c344dbfef810edced9ad6ec3bc524c99
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1789576933113.1789582354460.703&__hssc=60209138.1.1789582354460&__hsfp=c344dbfef810edced9ad6ec3bc524c99
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true

9/16/26, 1:12 PM Field Guides Birding Tours -- SACHA LODGE, 2026 (with Willy Perez) - eBird Trip Report

2

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris
Wing-barred Seedeater Sporophila americana
Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus

Bluish-gray Saltator Saltator coerulescens
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