
 
 
 

Trip Report — Uganda: Shoebill & Gorillas 2025 
 
November 1-14, 2025 with Jay VanderGaast & Herbert 
Byaruhanga 

This was just the second time we've offered this short version of our Uganda 
tour, which focuses on three of the country's most famous and sought-after 
beasts--gorillas, chimpanzees, and the iconic Shoebill--while also offering a 
more general African safari experience, as well as some excellent birding 
opportunities. I'm happy to say our experiences with all three of the 
headliners was simply stellar, with incredibly close encounters with each of 
them! The chimps practically brushed past us on the trail, the gorillas were 
close enough we could smell them, and the Shoebill flew so low over one of 
the group boats that Herbert actually had to duck (see the above video)! 
Those three encounters alone made the trip a success, but Uganda has so 
much more to offer, and we really had some fun, fantastic experiences with 
plenty of creatures beyond the Big Three! 

The fun kicked off right on the grounds of our Entebbe hotel, where plenty of 
great birds could be seen despite the small size of the gardens. Showy 
species like Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill, Eastern Plantain-Eater, 
Ross's Turaco, Gray Parrot, Double-toothed Barbet, and Red-chested and 
Scarlet-chested sunbirds were all enjoyed in the gardens, as was a group of 
bizarre Hammer-headed Fruit Bats we found roosting above the swimming 
pool! By the time we headed to the Mabamba Swamp, we already had a nice 
list started. Speaking of Mabamba, the boat ride over was already exciting, as 
we sped across an arm of Lake Victoria, enjoying our first looks at some 
common wetland birds like African Jacana, African Fish-Eagle, and the 
stunning Gray Crowned-Crane, Uganda's national bird! Once we arrived at 
the small community of Mabamba, we transferred into smaller canoes to 
navigate the narrow channels through the swamp, and then headed straight 
for the best area for Shoebill. Man, was it exciting when we rounded that 
bend and spotted our quarry standing sedately alongside the channel! And it 
seemed completely unperturbed by our presence, allowing us to get much 



closer than I dreamed possible, and posing for numerous photos before 
finally lifting off and moving a bit farther down the channel. We probably 
wouldn't have been too upset if we didn't see anything else that morning! 
But without the weight of the Shoebill on us anymore, we could just sit back 
and enjoy the rest of the cruise, reveling in sightings of Black Crake, Long-
toed Lapwing, the usually difficult Lesser Jacana, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, 
and a remarkably approachable Malachite Kingfisher, among plenty of 
others.  

There were birds aplenty during our wonderful cruise on the Kazinga Channel. Participant Jurek 
Majka snapped this portrait of a huge Goliath Heron, with a Hadada Ibis and a Spur-winged 
Lapwing photobombing the shot! 
 
After a break back at the hotel, we devoted the late afternoon and most of 
the following morning to the excellent Entebbe Botanical Gardens. With a 
bird list of over 500 species, the gardens are a truly enjoyable place to begin 



to come to grips with a wide selection of Ugandan bird species. Our first 
afternoon visit gave us our first looks at the always spectacular Great Blue 
Turaco, Red-chested Cuckoo, African Harrier-Hawk, Palm-nut Vulture, lovely 
White-throated Bee-eaters, and 4 species of kingfishers, including one of the 
country's smallest, African Pygmy Kingfisher, and the largest, our only Giant 
Kingfisher of the trip. African Hobby, Black-and-white Shrike-Flycatcher, 
Green Crombec, Red-headed, Black-necked, and Orange weavers, and Gray-
headed Nigrita were among the other nice finds here. Our follow-up visit the 
next morning was even birdier, as we saw many of the same birds, plus a 
bunch of additional species, like Tambourine Dove, African Green-Pigeon, 
Dideric Cuckoo, a Black-headed Heron trying to subdue a squirming young 
Nile Monitor before devouring it, Bat Hawk, Congo Pied Hornbill, African 
Gray Woodpecker, Pale-throated Greenbul, Red-billed Firefinch and plenty 
more. Our botanical gardens visits also gave us a nice start on our mammal 
list, with Red-tailed and Tantalus (formerly Vervet) monkeys, gorgeous 
Mantled Guereza, and a group of Spot-necked Otters all being seen there.  

Our mammal list continued to grow late that afternoon, on our arrival at Lake 
Mburo NP. On our way down to the lodge we picked up our first large 
ungulates--massive Cape Buffalo, Plains Zebra, Waterbuck, Impala, and 
Northern (Rothschild's) Giraffe-- the giraffes present here thanks to a 
successful reintroduction program in 2015. With darkness setting in, we also 
had a Common Genet scurry across the road ahead of the bus, and then, 
upon arrival at the delightful Kigambira Safari Lodge, we saw our first of 
many Common Hippopotamus, as a large male grazed on the lawn just 
outside the restaurant! The next morning started with an array of classic 
African bush birds: Speckled and Blue-naped mousebirds, Yellow-rumped 
Tinkerbird, the brilliant Lilac-breasted Roller, White-winged Black-Tit, and a 
variety of weavers. A cruise on Lake Mburo easily turned up the two major 
targets, African Finfoot and the scarce White-backed Night-Heron, plus 
some bonuses like the colorful Papyrus Gonolek and a male Narina Trogon 
on an open branch over the lakeshore, showing off the blue-green bare skin 
on its throat as it called. Our afternoon outing here took us back into the 
northern sector of the park, among the zebras, giraffes, buffalo, and a few 
Common Eland, where the evocatively-named Bare-faced Go-away-bird, 



Klaas's and African cuckoos, a rare White-headed Vulture, the  distinctive 
Bateleur, Bearded Woodpecker, Brubru, Buff-bellied Warbler, and Yellow-
billed Oxpecker were among the many new species added before the day 
came to a satisfying end.  

This lovely Senegal Lapwing seems a bit surprised to be the focus of attention for participant 
Agnieszka Zagorska's camera! 
 
The next morning, after some pre-breakfast birding around the lodge, 
featuring Spot-flanked Barbet, Black Cuckooshrike, Chinspot Batis, Arrow-
marked Babbler, Holub's Golden-Weaver, and more, we set off for the long 
drive to Buhoma and the famous Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park. 
While primarily a travel day, it was broken up by some birds along the way, 
including a couple of huge flocks of Abdim's Storks circling over the 
bushland. Getting to our lodging was a bit of an adventure, as recent rains 
had made the roads through the village of Buhoma completely impassable 



for the bus we were in. But we were in good hands with Herbert, who 
quickly procured a couple of 4X4s to ferry us the rest of the way to the lodge, 
getting us there just as it was getting dark. The following morning, we woke 
to the sight of the forested mountainsides as well as a handful of new 
species, including Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, Red-throated Crag-Martin, 
White-eyed Slaty-Flycatcher, and Streaky Seedeater. 

The remainder of the day was both one of the most challenging and most 
rewarding of the trip, as it was our gorilla-tracking day! After the obligatory 
briefing, we were on our way, climbing a steep hill, dropping into a deep 
valley, crossing a stream, then up another steep hill before doubling back 
and crossing the stream again to finally catch up to our quarry. It was a steep, 
slippery, strenuous, hike, but the next hour, as we enjoyed the company of a 
small group of gorillas while they rested in the undergrowth within 10 feet 
of us, made it all worth the effort! What a thrill to be so close to these 
extraordinary animals, and to have them behaving as if we weren't there at 
all. Not even the driving rain on the walk back to the vehicles could dampen 
our enthusiasm after that amazing encounter! There was little time for 
birding during this trek, but we still managed to add a handful of species 
including Stuhlmann's Starling, Collared, Variable, and Bronzed sunbirds, 
and Yellow Bishop. And in the late afternoon back at the lodge, Brown-
throated Wattle-eye, Gray-green Bushshrike, White-tailed Blue-Flycatcher, 
White-chinned Prinia, and Black-billed Weaver were among the new finds 
enjoyed from the comfort of the balcony. 



A benefit of staying in a lodge right next to the forest is seeing hornbills right on the grounds, 
like this Crowned Hornbill photographed by participant Nancy Buck at our lodge adjacent to the 
Kibale Forest! 
 
Bwindi is well known for its diversity of birds, and we got a great taste of it 
the next day, as we spent the entirety of the day birding the park, primarily 
along the main entrance road into the park. So productive was it, that our 
morning outing covered barely a mile of trail, netting us great looks at things 
like Gray-throated Barbet, Cassin's Honeybird, Buff-spotted Woodpecker, 
Petit's Cuckooshrike, Chestnut Wattle-eye, Pink-footed Puffback, Luhder's 
Bushshrike, Black-throated and Gray apalises, Green Hylia, White-breasted 
Nigrita, and Gray-winged Robin-Chat. Greenbuls were well-represented, 
with Yellow-whiskered, Slender-billed, and Cabanis's being among the ones 
seen. Sunbirds and weavers were also quite numerous, with Gray-headed, 
Little Green, and Gray-chinned among the 7 species of sunbirds seen, and 
Black-billed and Brown-capped weavers, and Red-headed Malimbe among 
the weavers we encountered. The striking L'Hoest's Monkey gave us a few 
good sightings as well, expanding our already decent primate list! Our 
afternoon outing was a bit rainy, and a bit less birdy, though we also covered 



far less ground and still picked up a few new birds, inlcuding Black-tailed 
Oriole, the dazzling Many-colored Bushshrike, Mosque Swallow, several 
more greenbuls (Red-tailed, Ansorge's and the rather local Toro Olive-
Greenbul)), and Thick-billed Seedeater. We finished the day with great looks 
at a calling African Wood-Owl in the gardens of our lodge.  

The next day we were on the move again, heading north to another great 
destination, Queen Elizabeth National Park. A few stops along the way 
garnered us a few new species-African Woolly-necked Stork, our only Augur 
Buzzard for the trip, Cassin's Flycatcher, Copper Sunbird--but by mid-
afternoon we'd dropped down off the escarpment and entered the low-
elevation plains around Lake Edward and the Kazinga Channel, where the 
immense QENP is located. Driving the highway that traverses the park, we 
began seeing large game animals again: buffaloes, Ugandan Kob, warthogs, 
and our first elephants. Our final two hours of daylight were spent doing a 
slow drive in towards our lodging, with plenty of reasons to stop. Senegal 
Lapwing, a huge Martial Eagle, African Gray Hornbill, beautiful Gray-headed 
Kingfishers, Black-headed Gonolek, Crimson-rumped Waxbill, and Green-
winged Pytilia were among the many birds to slow our progress, while 
mammals also provided us some excitement, with plenty of close looks at 
elephants, a couple of Lions sprawled in the low branches of a tree, and 
finally, within sight of our lodge, a fantastic Leopard that appeared right next 
to our vehicles! What a great welcome to the park, and an excellent end to 
our day! 



Photographing a single individual bird seems a difficult task along the Kazinga Channel. 
Participant Amy Sheldon had to shoot this handsome Yellow-billed Stork with a Common 
Ringed Plover and a Water Thick-knee lurking in the background! 
 
The next day was arguably one of our most exciting days of birding, and 
certainly was the most productive, as we tallied somewhere in the vicinity of 
140 species that day! After breakfast in the company of a cheeky troop of 
Banded Mongooses, we spent the next several hours driving various tracks 
through the park, with birds like Crested Francolin, Beaudouin's Snake-Eagle, 
Marsh Tchagra, Isabelline Shrike, Moustached Grass-Warbler, Fan-tailed 
Grassbird, Rufous-chested Swallow, and many more. In the late morning we 
boarded a boat with some park rangers for a super two-hour cruise on the 
Kazinga Channel. Close up views of buffaloes and hippos (one of which 
charged the boat, forcing the ranger to gun the engine to avoid us being hit!) 
were enjoyed, but the birds were the main highlight. Scores of waterbirds 
lined the shores, including our first Kittlitz's Plovers, a big flock of African 
Skimmers, our only Saddle-billed Stork of the trip, African Sacred Ibis, 
African Spoonbill, both Great White and Pink-backed pelicans, and Goliath 
Heron. But perhaps the most exciting moment came courtesy of some bee-



eaters. A colorful pair of bee-eaters perched above the water were originally 
called out as Red-throated Bee-eaters, but something didn't quite fit. 
Immediately after this, another pair of Red-throated Bee-eaters was called 
out, and upon looking at these birds, it was obviously not the same species. 
There was some initial confusion as the first birds didn't match anything on 
the Uganda bird list, but that was cleared up once we realized that they were 
White-fronted Bee-eaters, which were not known to occur in Uganda! We 
doubled back to take some pictures, thus getting the first documented record 
of this species for the country!  

After a refreshing early afternoon break, we headed back out into the park, 
aiming for the more open grasslands in the Kasenyi sector of the park, 
though a trio of huge Verreaux's Eagle-Owls slowed our progress there. 
Things got of to an exciting start when Herbert spotted some animal ears 
sticking up above the tall grasses. We stopped to try to spot the animal 
again, and once we did, realized it was a Serval, a rarely-seen, long-legged, 
spotted cat of the savannas! Continuing on, we were surprised to find a 
number of gorgeous Harlequin Quail feeding in the burned areas alongside 
the track, allowing us to get great views of this little beauty. Also with them 
were a few Small Buttonquail, another hard-to-see grassland species. Black-
lored Babbler, Flappet Lark, and African Firefinch were other new species 
encountered here, and we also added our only snake of the tour in the form 
of a large Puffadder that we very nearly ran over (and sadly looked like it had 
already had its tail run over). Driving back to the lodge in the dark, we were 
especially pleased to spot a large male Lion lounging not far off the road. He 
got up and moved off when we stopped for a look, letting out some loud 
roars as he went, a final bit of excitement at the end of an incredible day! 



Narina Trogon was not one of the species we expected during our Lake Mburo boat trip, but we 
were thrilled to see it there in any case! Participant Nancy Buck captured this stunning male 
trogon just as he was starting to sing, exposing his bare, blue-green throat patch in the process. 
 
Our departure the next morning was somewhat delayed, as we learned the 
lodge we were heading for at Kibale NP had sustained some damage from a 
heavy rainstorm in the night, and would not be able to accommodate us. So, 
as Herbert got on the phone to sort out new arrangements, we spent roughly 
an hour and a half doing a "big sit" from the lawn outside the reception 
building. This proved far more productive than we imagined, as we tallied 
nearly 75 species including a handful of new ones. This included our first 
good looks at Blue-spotted Wood-Dove, a distant Black Heron doing its 
unique umbrella hunting behavior, a Montagu's Harrier, Brown-crowned 
Tchagra, and a pair of Cardinal Woodpeckers. The remainder of the morning 
was spent birding our way out of the park, and enjoying last looks at some of 
the big game while adding a handful of new birds--Striped Kingfisher, Red-
shouldered Cuckooshrike, White-headed Barbet, Lesser Swamp-Warbler, 
and Yellow-throated Longclaw. After reaching Fort Portal in mid-afternoon, 
we waited out a heavy downpour for about an hour at a local hotel before 



stopping by a wetland area next to the road. This stop provided us with 
super looks at a beautiful White-collared Oliveback as well as a slightly less 
stunning, but equally range-restricted Chubb's Cisticola.  

Another primate experience was on the books for the next day, so we headed 
into Kibale Forest NP for our mandatory briefing, then joined our local guide 
for the chimpanzee tracking. While the trails were not as steep or strenuous 
as on our gorilla outing, the chimps were far off into the forest, which made 
for a long and tiring hike to see them. We made a few stops on the way as 
birds presented themselves, picking up a modest number of new species in 
the form of Black-billed Turaco, Golden-crowned Woodpecker, Western 
Black-headed Oriole, Red-tailed Bristlebill, Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush, and 
White-tailed Ant-Thrush, but we tried to keep up the pace to get to the 
chimps. Despite our efforts, by the time we reached the area where the 
chimps had been feeding, the troop was on the move, and we had our work 
cut out to catch up with them. Happily, after some tough going, we finally did 
track them down and enjoyed some quality time with them, first as they fed 
and moved along the track, and then as a couple rested in the shade just 
yards away. Even more happily, the area where we finally caught up with the 
chimps was near a research camp in the forest, and our drivers were there 
with the vehicles waiting for us, saving us a long walk back!  



In addition to having some wonderful birds, Lake Mburo NP is the only location on our tour at 
which we can see zebras, giraffes, Common Eland, and the elegant Impala, seen in this photo by 
participant Jurek Majka. 
 
After lunch and a break (and a Hairy-breasted Barbet!) back at the lodge, we 
went back into the park to bird along the main road. While the rain held off, 
the gray skies produced some difficult lighting conditions, and it was some 
hard work getting satisfying views of some birds. But we persevered and 
slowly pulled out some quality species--a Blue Malkoha in a vine tangle, a 
Yellow-spotted Barbet in a roadside treetop, a pair of Dusky Tits in a fruiting 
tree, an elusive Red-capped Robin-Chat in the dense undergrowth. Narrow-
tailed and Purple-headed starlings, Yellow-mantled Weaver, and an Afep 
Pigeon were among the other species that helped keep the afternoon 
interesting. After dinner that night, a few of us went out for a guided night 
walk in the nearby Bigodi Swamp, primarily looking for nocturnal mammals. 
Great looks at Demidoff's Dwarf Galago, East African Potto, and African 
Palm Civet made this a fun and productive outing! On our final morning, we 



were seen off from our lodging by a stunning African Emerald Cuckoo, and 
picked up a couple of species on our way through the park, including Velvet-
mantled Drongo, Sooty Flycatcher, and Fire-crested Alethe, but we had a 
long drive to get back to Entebbe, so we were on the road quite early. By late 
afternoon we were back where we started, at the Boma Hotel, where we had 
time to repack, shower, and enjoy a final dinner together before saying our 
goodbyes. 

It had been a long time since I'd been to Uganda, and it was a lot of fun 
getting back and seeing the changes. Better roads, better lodging and overall 
infrastructure, and much more progressive attitudes in regards to women's 
roles, as evidenced both by the number of female guides at work in the 
country, and the creation of a Woman MP position, ensuring that every 
district has a female representative in parliament. It was truly heartening to 
see how far Uganda has come since my last visit!  I owe a great deal of 
thanks to Herbert, who masterfully managed all the logistics as well as 
finding and identifying so many birds for us, as well as to Patricia, who's keen 
eyes and ears and cheery personality made birding with her a delight. 
Various other local guides were also excellent, contributing their local 
expertise to ensure we got the most out of our experiences, and our drivers, 
Sam and John got us around the country safely. And of course, thanks to 
Sharon back at the FG office for her work in ensuring all the little details 
were taken care of. I couldn't have done this trip without all the hard work of 
all of them. FInally, thank you to all of you for joining me on this tour. I truly 
enjoyed your company and your enthusiasm, and hope you all had as much 
fun as I did. I look forward to crossing paths with you all again on another 
tour, or just out birding somewhere.  

Mammals seen on the trip: 
 
Hammer-headed Fruit Bat (Hypsignathus monstrosus): seven roosting above 
the pool at Entebbe.  
East African Potto (Perodicticus ibeanus): two or three on the Bigodi Swamp 
night walk. 



Demidoff's Dwarf Galago (Galagoides demidoff): good looks at one on the 
Bigodi night walk. 
Red-tailed Monkey (Cercopithecus ascanius): seen at Entebbe Botanical 
Gardens, Bwindi, and Kibale. 
L'Hoest's Monkey (Allochrocebus lhoesti): a couple of these lovely monkeys 
were at Bwindi.  
Tantalus Monkey (Chlorocebus tantalus): we were calling these Vervet 
Monkeys, but after a big split of the Vervet monkeys, it is this one that is the 
common species in Uganda. 
Ugandan Crested Mangabey (Lophocebus ugandae): seen during the Chimp 
trek at Kibale. 
Olive Baboon (Papio anubis): common in all the national parks visited. 
Guereza (Colobus guereza): aka Black-and-white Colobus. Seen best at 
Entebbe Botanical Gardens, but also in Kibale. 
Ashy Red Colobus (Piliocolobus tephrosceles): one with the above species 
seen from the hotel grounds at Kibale. 
Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes): great experience with habituated ones at 
Kibale, then some unhabituated ones crossed ahead of us as we birded the 
main road through the park. 
Mountain Gorilla (Gorilla beringei beringei): what a fantastic encounter with a 
group of 6 at Bwindi! A tough hike, but totally worth it with the close looks 
we had!  
African Savanna Hare (Lepus microtis): one after dark as we returned to 
Mweya Lodge. 
Boehm's Bush Squirrel (Paraxerus boehmi): seen by some at Bwindi. 
Red-legged Sun Squirrel (Heliosciurus rufobrachium): one at the Entebbe 
Botanical Gardens. 
Common Genet (Genetta genetta): one crossed the road ahead of the bus 
after dusk at Mburo. 
African Palm Civet (Nandinia binotata): one in a fruiting tree during the Bigodi 
night walk. 
Banded Mongoose (Mungos mungo): a group of these charming animals 
visited the restaurant during breakfast at Mweya. 
White-tailed Mongoose (Ichneumia albicauda): one along the road at Mburo. 
Spotted Hyena (Crocuta crocuta): heard by Jurek and Agnieszka from Mweya 



Lodge. 
Spot-necked Otter (Hydrictus maculicollis): a couple swimming just offshore 
at the Entebbe Botanical Gardens. 
Serval (Leptailurus serval): the head and back of one could be seen above the 
tall grass at Kasenyi in QENP. 
Leopard (Panthera pardus): amazing close views of one along the road near 
Mweya Lodge. 
Lion (Panthera leo): two in a tree, with a third resting on a hillside a bit 
further along. And finally a large male roaring near the road after dark, all at 
QENP. 
African Savanna Elephant (Loxodonta africana): large numbers daily at 
QENP. 
Plains Zebra (Equus quagga): only at Lake Mburo, where the Burchell's 
subspecies is common. 
Northern Giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis): the Rothschild's subspecies was 
reintroduced into the park in 2015 after an absence of about 100 years. We 
saw several in the northern section of the park.  
Common Warthog (Phacochoerus africanus): numerous at Mburo and QENP. 
Common Hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius): plenty both at Lake 
Mburo, where they were right among the cabins at our lodge, as well as at 
QENP. 
Northern Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus): one at Mburo, several more at 
QENP. 
Common Eland (Tragelaphus oryx): a few of this huge antelope were seen at 
Mburo. 
Cape Buffalo (Syncerus caffer): plenty at both Mburo and QENP. 
Waterbuck (Kobus ellipsiprymnus): numerous at Mburo and QENP. 
Kob (Kobus kob): fairly common at QENP. 
Tsessebe (Damaliscus lunatus): aka Topi. A few of these were among the 
zebras at Mburo. 
Impala (Aepyceros malampus): Lake Mburo is the main Ugandan location for 
these graceful antelopes, and the only place we saw them.  

We also saw a few herps: 



Peters's Rock Agama (Agama picticauda): apparently the orange-headed 
agamas at the Boma are an introduced population of these, and not Finch's 
Agama, as I had thought. 
Uganda Blue-headed Tree Agama (Acanthocercus ugandaensis): a female at 
the QENP lunch spot on our way out of the park was likely this species. 
Multi-scaled Forest Lizard (Adolfus africanus): the green-sided lizard beside 
the trail at Bwindi. 
Nile Monitor (Varanus niloticus): a young one being eaten by a Black-headed 
Heron was still squirming. 
Puff Adder (Bitis arietans): on the road at Kasenyi (QENP), looking like a 
vehicle had run over its tail end, sadly.  
Nile Crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus): in the Kazinga Channel during our boat 
trip.  
Nutt's River Frog (Ameitia nutti): a couple by the creek on the Bigodi night 
walk. 
Senegal Running Frog (Kassina senegalensis): one on a leaf during the Bigodi 
night walk.  

You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this 
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/461073 

You can download a combined PDF of this page and the eBird report at this 
link: https://fieldguides.com/triplists/ugs25TRIPLIST.pdf 

-- Jay 
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For a narrative summary of this tour, including a Field Guides photo gallery and additional…

343
Species Observed

70
Checklists

75
Species with Photos

LIFERS 16 69

Species Observed Show all details

20 White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata 1 5

144 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 6

18 Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 3

27 Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 4

3 Crested Francolin Ortygornis sephaena 2

8 Harlequin Quail Coturnix delegorguei 3 1

59 Red-necked Spurfowl Pternistis afer 6

2 Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 2

1 Afep Pigeon Columba unicincta 1
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72 Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 15

41 Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 12

20 Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 11

4 Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur chalcospilos 3

5 Blue-spotted Wood-Dove Turtur afer 1 4

8 Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 7

8 African Green-Pigeon Treron calvus 3

26 Great Blue Turaco Corythaeola cristata 6

2 Bare-faced Go-away-bird Crinifer personatus 1

20 Eastern Plantain-eater Crinifer zonurus 7

5 Ross's Turaco Tauraco rossae 1 3

6 Black-billed Turaco Tauraco schuettii 3

2 Blue-headed Coucal Centropus monachus 2

22 White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus 2 6

1 Blue Malkoha Ceuthmochares aereus 1

2 Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 2

6 Dideric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 2 5

4 Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 1 3

4 African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus 4 4

8 Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 6
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2 African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 1

1 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 1 1

1 Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis 1

1 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 1

21 Little Swift Apus affinis 4

20 White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 7

20 African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 5

8 African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 1

13 Black Crake Zapornia flavirostra 5

1 African Finfoot Podica senegalensis 1

34 Gray Crowned-Crane Balearica regulorum 4

127 Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 4

14 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 3

3 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 1

15 Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris 1 1

64 Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spinosus 4

3 Senegal Lapwing Vanellus lugubris 1

19 Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 1 3

35 Kittlitz's Plover Anarhynchus pecuarius 1

2 Lesser Jacana Microparra capensis 1
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91 African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 2 6

18 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 4

3 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 1

3 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 2

5 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1

4 Small Buttonquail Turnix sylvaticus 1

212 Gray-hooded Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 2

2 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 1

37 African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris 1 1

200 Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 1

105 White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 2

1 African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 1

330 Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii 2

3 African Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia microscelis 1

1 Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 1

30 Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 7

21 Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 2 5

19 Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 5

236 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 1 4

5 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 3
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3 African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1 1

48 Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 13

5 African Spoonbill Platalea alba 2

1 Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 1

23 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1 3

2 White-backed Night Heron Calherodius leuconotus 1 1

4 Little Heron Butorides atricapilla 2

25 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 5

31 Western Cattle-Egret Ardea ibis 5

8 Great Egret Ardea alba 2

20 Gray Heron Ardea cinerea 7

5 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 3

6 Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 1 5

3 Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 2 2

34 Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 1 9

1 Shoebill Balaeniceps rex 1 1

5 Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 1 1

23 Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 1 6

2 Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 2

5 African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 1 4
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8 Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis 5

1 White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 2 1

3 Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus 1

4 White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 4

5 Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 4

4 Western Banded Snake-Eagle Circaetus cinerascens 1 3

1 Beaudouin's Snake-Eagle Circaetus beaudouini 1

1 Black-chested Snake-Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 1

1 Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 1

3 Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 3

5 Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi 5

3 Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus 1 1

3 Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus 3

2 Shikra Tachyspiza badia 1

4 African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 3

1 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 1

17 Black Kite Milvus migrans 7

39 African Fish-Eagle Icthyophaga vocifer 2 11

1 Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 1

2 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 2
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3 Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Ketupa lactea 1

2 African Wood-Owl Strix woodfordii 1

77 Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 3 19

15 Blue-naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus 2 5

2 Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 2 2

1 Common Hoopoe Upupa epops 1

2 Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 1

6 Crowned Hornbill Lophoceros alboterminatus 2 5

2 Congo Pied Hornbill Lophoceros fasciatus 2 1

4 African Gray Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus 2

29 Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill Bycanistes subcylindricus 8

5 Red-throated Bee-eater Merops bulocki 2 1

2 White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 3 1

12 Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 6 5

4 Blue-breasted Bee-eater Merops variegatus 1

20 Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater Merops oreobates 5

78 White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis 1 5

5 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus 1

8 European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 3

12 Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 1 5

2/20/26, 1:25 PM Field Guides Birding Tours--Essential Short Uganda 2025 (with Jay VanderGaast) - eBird Trip Report

https://ebird.org/tripreport/461073 8/20

https://ebird.org/species/veeowl1
https://ebird.org/species/afwowl1
https://ebird.org/species/spemou2
https://ebird.org/species/blnmou1
https://ebird.org/species/nartro1
https://ebird.org/species/hoopoe
https://ebird.org/species/cosbil1
https://ebird.org/species/crohor1
https://ebird.org/species/afphor3
https://ebird.org/species/afghor1
https://ebird.org/species/bawhor2
https://ebird.org/species/rtbeat1
https://ebird.org/species/wfbeat1
https://ebird.org/species/libeat1
https://ebird.org/species/bbbeat2
https://ebird.org/species/ccbeat1
https://ebird.org/species/wtbeat1
https://ebird.org/species/bcbeat1
https://ebird.org/species/eubeat1
https://ebird.org/species/malkin1
https://ebird.org/submit
https://ebird.org/explore
https://ebird.org/myebird
https://ebird.org/science
https://ebird.org/about
https://ebird.org/news
https://support.ebird.org/support/solutions/48000298808
https://join.birds.cornell.edu/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1806&ea.campaign.id=39939&ea.tracking.id=EBR&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1771007943836.1771615519610.494&__hssc=60209138.1.1771615519610&__hsfp=fcd55c8efda8b99fb9401d25c1d1e19e
https://ebird.org/profile
https://ebird.org/manage/contacts
https://ebird.org/prefs
https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/account/edit?service=https://ebird.org/myebird?pe=true&locale=en&__hstc=60209138.15c25b33a69a61b900585391e64e8729.1715985260118.1771007943836.1771615519610.494&__hssc=60209138.1.1771615519610&__hsfp=fcd55c8efda8b99fb9401d25c1d1e19e
https://ebird.org/j_acegi_logout?logoutSuccessUrl=https://secure.birds.cornell.edu/cassso/logout?service=https://ebird.org/home?logout=true


4 African Pygmy Kingfisher Ispidina picta 1 3

10 Gray-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 1 3

26 Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 14

2 Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica 1

1 Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 1

1 Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 1

341 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 1 13

3 European Roller Coracias garrulus 2

2 Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 2

4 Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 1 3

1 Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 1

8 Gray-throated Barbet Gymnobucco bonapartei 4

13 Speckled Tinkerbird Pogoniulus scolopaceus 1 7

5 Yellow-throated Tinkerbird Pogoniulus subsulphureus 4

20 Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus 2 13

4 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus chrysoconus 3

2 Yellow-spotted Barbet Buccanodon duchaillui 1 1

2 Hairy-breasted Barbet Tricholaema hirsuta 1 2

3 Spot-flanked Barbet Tricholaema lacrymosa 1 3

1 White-headed Barbet Lybius leucocephalus 1
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5 Double-toothed Barbet Pogonornis bidentatus 3 5

2 Cassin's Honeybird Prodotiscus insignis 2

6 Golden-crowned Woodpecker Chloropicus xantholophus 3

1 Bearded Woodpecker Chloropicus namaquus 1

5 Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 3 3

2 African Gray Woodpecker Dendropicos goertae 1

2 Buff-spotted Woodpecker Pardipicus nivosus 2

1 Nubian Woodpecker Campethera nubica 1

3 Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2

7 Gray Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus 1 5

2 African Hobby Falco cuvierii 1 2

2 Red-headed Lovebird Agapornis pullarius 2

14 Gray Parrot Psittacus erithacus 5

6 Meyer's Parrot Poicephalus meyeri 3

3 Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 2 2

3 Petit's Cuckooshrike Campephaga petiti 1

1 Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike Campephaga phoenicea 1

2 Western Black-headed Oriole Oriolus brachyrynchus 1

1 Black-tailed Oriole Oriolus percivali 1

1 Chestnut Wattle-eye Dyaphorophyia castanea 1
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10 Brown-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea 6

3 Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 2

5 African Shrike-flycatcher Megabyas flammulatus 4

4 Black-and-white Shrike-flycatcher Bias musicus 3

1 Brubru Nilaus afer 1

1 Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis 1

3 Pink-footed Puffback Dryoscopus angolensis 1

1 Marsh Tchagra Bocagia minuta 1

2 Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 1

2 Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 3 1

5 Lühder's Bushshrike Laniarius luehderi 3

6 Tropical Boubou Laniarius major 5

30 Black-headed Gonolek Laniarius erythrogaster 7

3 Papyrus Gonolek Laniarius mufumbiri 3

4 Gray-green Bushshrike Chlorophoneus bocagei 3

2 Many-colored Bushshrike Chlorophoneus multicolor 1

3 Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 2

1 Velvet-mantled Drongo Dicrurus modestus 1

4 Black-headed Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone rufiventer 3

3 African Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 2
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1 Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 1

1 Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus 1

9 Gray-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitoroides 6

3 Mackinnon's Shrike Lanius mackinnoni 2 2

4 Northern Fiscal Lanius humeralis 3

25 Pied Crow Corvus albus 8

1 White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 1

3 African Blue Flycatcher Elminia longicauda 3

9 White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Elminia albicauda 7

1 White-winged Black-Tit Melaniparus leucomelas 1

2 Dusky Tit Melaniparus funereus 1

6 Flappet Lark Amirafra rufocinnamomea 2

2 Western Nicator Nicator chloris 1

9 Green Crombec Sylvietta virens 6

4 Moustached Grass-Warbler Melocichla mentalis 2

5 White-chinned Prinia Schistolais leucopogon 3

46 Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 18

2 Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella 1

5 Black-throated Apalis Apalis jacksoni 2

4 Gray Apalis Apalis cinerea 2
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2 Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 2

4 Black-faced Rufous-Warbler Bathmocercus rufus 1

5 Gray-capped Warbler Eminia lepida 5

4 Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops 4

17 Trilling Cisticola Cisticola woosnami 2 9

2 Chubb's Cisticola Cisticola chubbi 2

15 Winding Cisticola Cisticola marginatus 3

2 Carruthers's Cisticola Cisticola carruthersi 1

5 Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 2

3 Siffling Cisticola Cisticola brachypterus 1

5 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 2

2 Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 1

2 Fan-tailed Grassbird Catriscus brevirostris 2

2 Highland Rush Warbler Bradypterus centralis 1

6 White-headed Sawwing Psalidoprocne albiceps 4

5 Black Sawwing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 2

51 Bank Swallow Riparia riparia 8

9 Red-throated Crag-Martin Ptyonoprogne rufigula 6

200 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 17

31 Angola Swallow Hirundo angolensis 7
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8 Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 1

2 African Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis melanocrissus 1

66 Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 6 10

1 Rufous-chested Swallow Cecropis semirufa 1

4 Mosque Swallow Cecropis senegalensis 2 2

5 Slender-billed Greenbul Stelgidillas gracilirostris 3

2 Red-tailed Bristlebill Bleda syndactylus 1

4 Pale-throated Greenbul Atimastillas flavigula 2

2 Honeyguide Greenbul Baeopogon indicator 2

2 Red-tailed Greenbul Criniger calurus 1

5 Little Greenbul Eurillas virens 4

1 Yellow-whiskered Greenbul Eurillas latirostris 1

2 Plain Greenbul Eurillas curvirostris 1

2 Ansorge's Greenbul Eurillas ansorgei 1

2 Cabanis's Greenbul Phyllastrephus cabanisi 1

2 Toro Olive-Greenbul Phyllastrephus hypochloris 2

250 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 38

7 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 5

9 Green Hylia Hylia prasina 5

16 Green White-eye Zosterops stuhlmanni 8
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19 Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 9

5 Black-lored Babbler Turdoides sharpei 1 1

14 Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 2 5

7 Narrow-tailed Starling Poeoptera lugubris 2

25 Stuhlmann's Starling Poeoptera stuhlmanni 2

13 Purple-headed Starling Hylopsar purpureiceps 2

109 Rüppell's Starling Lamprotornis purpuroptera 18

37 Splendid Starling Lamprotornis splendidus 7

2 Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 1

2 Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush Stizorhina fraseri 2

1 White-tailed Ant-Thrush Neocossyphus poensis 1

22 African Thrush Turdus pelios 17

3 African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 1 1

2 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2

8 Swamp Flycatcher Muscicapa aquatica 1 5

1 Cassin's Flycatcher Muscicapa cassini 1

4 Sooty Flycatcher Artomyias fuliginosa 2

5 Gray-throated Tit-Flycatcher Fraseria griseigularis 3

1 Ashy Flycatcher Fraseria caerulescens 1

16 Northern Black-Flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides 2 8
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12 White-eyed Slaty-Flycatcher Melaenornis fischeri 7

1 Fire-crested Alethe Alethe castanea 1

4 White-browed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 4

10 White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 5

1 Red-capped Robin-Chat Cossypha natalensis 1

1 Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat Cossypha niveicapilla 1

2 Gray-winged Robin-Chat Sheppardia polioptera 2

5 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 4

1 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 1

1 Gray-headed Sunbird Deleornis axillaris 1

2 Little Green Sunbird Anthreptes seimundi 1

1 Gray-chinned Sunbird Anthreptes tephrolaemus 1

8 Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 5

4 Green-headed Sunbird Cyanomitra verticalis 4

2 Blue-throated Brown Sunbird Cyanomitra cyanolaema 2

4 Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 3

3 Green-throated Sunbird Chalcomitra rubescens 1

22 Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 8

13 Bronze Sunbird Nectarinia kilimensis 3 7

5 Olive-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris chloropygius 4
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18 Northern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris reichenowi 5

2 Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 1

13 Red-chested Sunbird Cinnyris erythrocercus 6 7

3 Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus 2

5 Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus 2

4 Red-headed Malimbe Malimbus rubricollis 2 2

1 Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 1

30 Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht 1 8

1 Little Weaver Ploceus luteolus 1

9 Slender-billed Weaver Ploceus pelzelni 6

27 Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricollis 1 10

3 Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 2

3 Black-billed Weaver Ploceus melanogaster 2

8 Holub's Golden-Weaver Ploceus xanthops 1 5

3 Orange Weaver Ploceus aurantius 1

30 Northern Brown-throated Weaver Ploceus castanops 3

41 Lesser Masked-Weaver Ploceus intermedius 4

38 Vieillot's Black Weaver Ploceus nigerrimus 2 7

369 Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 3 17

42 Black-headed Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus 7
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1 Golden-backed Weaver Ploceus jacksoni 1

2 Yellow-mantled Weaver Ploceus tricolor 1

4 Brown-capped Weaver Ploceus insignis 2

163 Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 7

2 Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 1 2

1 Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 1

4 Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris 1

12 Grosbeak Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 4

61 Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullata 12

5 Black-and-white Mannikin Spermestes bicolor 3

1 White-collared Oliveback Nesocharis ansorgei 2 1

2 White-breasted Nigrita Nigrita fusconotus 2

10 Gray-headed Nigrita Nigrita canicapillus 7

3 Black-crowned Waxbill Estrilda nonnula 2

2 Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 1

7 Crimson-rumped Waxbill Estrilda rhodopyga 2

2 Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 1

15 Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 7

2 African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata 1

34 Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 5 17
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6 House Sparrow Passer domesticus 2

34 Northern Gray-headed Sparrow Passer griseus 17

1 Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 1

23 Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 7

28 African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 18

1 African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 1

3 Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leucophrys 1

5 Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 3

8 Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 2 3

4 Western Citril Crithagra frontalis 2

6 Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata 4

5 Streaky Seedeater Crithagra striolata 4

2 Thick-billed Seedeater Crithagra burtoni 2

1 Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 1

HYBRIDS

1 Black-headed x African Paradise-Flycatcher (hybrid)
Terpsiphone rufiventer x viridis

1

ADDITIONAL TAXA

2 coucal sp. Centropus sp. 2

10 swift sp. Apodidae sp. 1

1 hawk sp. Accipitridae sp. (hawk sp.) 1
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1 honeyguide sp. Indicatoridae sp. 1

1 african cuckooshrike sp. Campephaga sp. 1

1 greenbul sp. Pycnonotidae sp. (greenbul sp.) 1

1 robin-chat sp. Cossypha sp. 1

2 sunbird sp. Nectariniidae sp. (sunbird sp.) 1
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