
 

Trip Report — Mexico: Veracruz River of Raptors 
2024 
 
October 7-17, 2024 with Sam Wilson & Jorge Montejo-Diaz 

A fledgling Northern Potoo was an early trip highlight while birding near Anton Lizardo. Photo by guide Sam Wilson. 
 
The rich Mexican state of Veracruz has an immediate associa5on with birders as the site of the 
largest hawk migra5on in the world. However, beyond the great raptor spectacle, the diversity 
of habitats, abundance of Mexican endemics, vital Mesoamerican history, and amazing variety 
of migrants of different phylogenies, makes Veracruz a must see des5na5on for anyone 
interested in Mexico and the great migra5ons of the world. Our tour began on the outskirts of 
Veracruz city, at the historic Mocambo hotel, an interes5ng ves5ge of 1940s and 50s Mexican 
movie history and early celebrity des5na5on. The waterfront is moderately developed but 
provides sandy beaches and a few rock jeIes that aJract shorebirds. Copses of palms and 
brushy veg provide habitat for some easterly gulf migrants like Eastern Phoebe, Swainson’s 
Thrush, and Yellow-throated Warbler.  
 
We departed our first morning to a riparian area just outside the coastal town of Antón Lizardo. 
We got our first looks at a number of Red-billed Pigeons flying out to start their day, Groove-
billed Anis, a number of heron species, and about 15 Scissor-tailed Flycatchers. We were 
swamped out on our way to the beach by high water but fortuitously during our retreat we 



were alerted by a local amigo of guide Jorge Montejo about a Potoo that may be roos5ng on a 
nearby farm. We quickly made our way to the farm and were treated to a fledgling Northern 
Potoo perched under the canopy. It was a special opportunity to see this young bird in pris5ne 
pearly white and speckled plumage. 
 

The famous migra?on at Chichicaxtle had us enjoying a life?me worth of Swainson's Hawks!  
Photo by guide Sam Wilson. 
 
We moved north to the town of Cardel, the base of opera5ons for the Río de Rapaces (River of 
Raptors) for the next 4 days. The hawk watch at Cardel is an observa5on area on the roof of 
Hotel Bienvenido where we stay in town. The second Hawk watch is just a 10 minute drive to 
the west at a site called Chichicaxtle. Jorge and a few friends were the primary inves5gators and 
founders during the 1990s at these now famous hawk counts at Cardel and Chichicaxtle. On that 
first acernoon at Chichi we were stunned by a mega-keJle of 15,000-20,000 Swainson’s Hawks! 
The next morning was highly produc5ve at a coastal hotspot not far north of Cardel where we 
enjoyed a mix of migrant and local passerines as well as nice variety of shorebirds. We had 
beau5ful looks at the brilliant orange Altamira Orioles, Rose-throated Becards, and Squirrel 
Cuckoo and  close looks at a curious Ferruginous Pygmy Owl and 4 species of falcon (including 
ac5vely hun5ng Aplomado Falcons). The beach was fresh with large 5dal pools from high 5des 
and recent rains. It hosted an impressive 6 species of plover including our first looks at Collared 
Plover. We also hit two big target endemics, Veracruz Wren and Mexican Sheartail, finding 
several ac5ve pairs of wrens that showed off for us in the Australian Pines. Veracruz Wren is a 
recent (and long an5cipated) split from Rufous-naped Wren and has a very small range en5rely 



contained to central Veracruz. Mexican Sheartail is another local endemic, also with a small but 
disjunct range, found only in Veracruz state and north coastal Yucatan. A huge ac5ve flock of 
Fulvous Whistling Ducks punctuated our small boat cruise on the Río An5gua that evening, and 
we had nice looks at Amazon and Ringed Kingfisher, and a buJ-bobbing Louisiana Waterthrush 
on an emergent branch. At the river estuaries outlet we had lots of shorebird and tern ac5vity, 
with a number of feeding American Avocets, Sanderings, Ruddy Turnstones, and a single Red 
Knot. Black Skimmers, Gull-billed Terns, and Sandwich Terns were in abundance as well as a few 
Franklin’s Gulls milling around with the much more common Laughing Gulls. 
 

Surveying the beach at the mouth of the Rio de An?gua for plovers. Photo by guide Jorge Montejo-Diaz. 
 
An inland excursion the next day in the foothills neJed us some of the first Lark Sparrows and 
Grasshopper Sparrow of the season. In a private reserve we located some goodies like Black-
headed Trogon, Collared Forest-Falcon, Brown-crested Flycatcher, Green Kingfisher and 
Cinnamon-bellied Saltator. The hawk show in the acernoon had slowed a bit for a few days and 
was ocen quite high but even on ‘slow days’ we tallied 10,000 Swainson Hawks, Turkey 
Vultures, and Broadwing hawks in an hour or two. The next few days at coastal lagoons and 
reserves kept us up early to beat the heat, bit it was well worth the effort for Montezuma 
Oropendolas, Mexican endemic Yellow-winged Tanager, a number of parrot species like White-
fronted Amazon, and some exci5ng raptor finds like Zone-tailed Hawk, Gray Hawk, Common 



Black Hawk, Great Black Hawk, and Hook-billed Kite. Everywhere along the coast the evidence 
of migratory movement was on display. BuJerflies and dragonflies moved in astounding 
numbers and great variety, constant color added to the beaches and lagoons while we searched 
for birds.  
 
We visited several archeological and cultural sites like Quiahuiztlan, a precolonial site important 
to the Totonac people, and the site of the earliest colony in the New World (1519) established 
by the Spanish Conquistadors. We saw the fascina5ng old town and headquarters of Hernán 
Cortéz, where indigenous subjuga5on and slavery on the American con5nent began and where 
untold billions (in today’s dollars) of gold was processed and sent back to Spain. Our last 
acernoon spent at Chichicaxtle included a bonus cultural experience as we enjoyed the 
costumes, music, and vendors at the annual Fes5val de Las Aves. We also enjoyed a movement 
of hawks appropriately there for the fes5val! 
 

Aplomado Falcon was one of the many raptors we enjoyed on this trip. Photo by guide Sam Wilson. 
 
On part II of the trip, we welcomed a change in scenery and especially enjoyed a respite from 
the oppressive heat of the lowlands as we worked our way up to Xalapa. A beau5ful town with 
large accessible parks set in the foothills, Xalapa (pronounced hah-la-pa) is also the capital of 
Veracruz State. On the way into town, we stopped and found some targets like Plain-breasted 
Ground Dove, Mexican Sheartail, Grass Wren, BoJeri’s Sparrow, and spoJed some unexpected 
(late) Grassland Yellow-Finches. Though songbird migra5on was a bit slow this trip, the local 
parks in Xalapa provided us with a fascina5ng East-meets-West mix of warblers and songbirds 



including Magnolia, MacGillivray’s, Black-throated Green, Nashville, Blue-winged Warbler, and 
Ovenbird. We checked off a fun variety of hummingbirds including Wedge-tailed Saberwing, 
Azure-crowned Hummingbird, and Berylline Hummingbird. Taking advantage of our outpost in 
Xalapa we ventured up to 12,000, feet stopping at several loca5ons for some Mexican endemics 
and mountain special5es. Though we weren’t able to tease out the very evasive Bearded Wood-
Partridge, we did have them calling on either side of the road from us while Bumblebee 
Hummingbirds buzzed in and out of the thick roadside flower patches. We had nice looks in 
several loca5ons at some crowd-favorite Red Warblers and Crescent-chested Warblers and saw 
Rufous-capped Brushfinch, Hepa5c Tanagers, and endemic Transvolcanic Jays. The Pine Forest at 
12,000 feet was rich with new birds, some familiar to USA based birders like Dusky Flycatcher, 
Pygmy Nuthatches, and American Robins, but also featured Gray Silky-flycatchers, Pine 
Flycatcher, and endemic Collared Towhee. We also were lucky to see the extremely range-
restricted Strickland’s Woodpecker remarkably well. Acer an excellent lunch in the highland 
town of Perote, we drove west near the Veracruz state border where there is a clear change into 
much drier condi5ons. Though Ocellated Thrasher remained hidden, the endemic (and sole 
member of its genus) Striped Sparrow was spoJed amongst the tall yucca stalks and we were 
able to view fit or an extended period. We also admired an ac5ve con5ngent of Woodhouse’s 
Scrub Jays. The subspecies here, ‘Sumichrasts Jay’, is unique and almost certainly will be split in 
the future. 
 

A Vermilion Flycatcher stands watch in front of the volcano Pico de Orizaba, Mexico's highest peak. Photo by guide 
Sam Wilson. 



The last two days were punctuated by the group voted trip highlight bird, Blue-capped Motmot, 
at a local park and a nice variety of migrants and locals like Flame-colored Tanager, Yellow-
throated Euphonia, and Black-headed Saltator. Capping the trip was a last stop in the humid 
lowlands to the south to see a number of new birds like Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Common 
Tody-Flycatcher, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, and a lots of foraging Double-striped Thick-knees. 
 
Thanks to all who joined us on this fantas5c trip. Jorge and I enjoyed the camaraderie and 
apprecia5on for the magic of migra5on in this special place at the crux of two con5nents. 
Looking forward to seeing you all down the road and good birding in the future! 
 
Special thanks to par5cipant Jeff Pavlik for the comprehensive list of buJerflies seen on the trip. 
The list is aJached in the downloadable pdf below. 
 
AddiConal taxa: 
Mammals: 
Proboscis Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso) 
Varigeate Squirrel (Sciurus varigatoides) 
Rep5les and Amphibians: 
Vermiculated Tree Frog 
Green Iguana 
Mexican Racerunner 
Rose-bellied Lizard 
Eastern Mexican Spiny-tailed Iguana 
 
You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this link: hFps://ebird.org/tripreport/284759 
Sam Wilson 
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FIELD GUIDES RIVER OF RAPTORS TOUR 
BUTTERFLY LIST OCTOBER 7th-17th, 2024 

 

 
White-tipped Great Streak (Atlides gaumeri)                                                           Photo by Je6 Pavlik 

 

The following is a list of butterflies recorded on Field Guides Veracruz: River of Raptors Tour 
from October 7-17, 2024. Approximately 137 species were recorded. Most common names 
are from “A Swift Guide to Butterflies of Mexico and Central America” by Je6 Glassberg 
published in 2017. Some species may have changed status or scientific and common 
names since 2017. Inaturalist was consulted for additional information on tougher 
identifications.  Compiled by Je6 Pavlik                                                                                                                 

Subfamily Papilioninae: Swallowtails – Thoas Swallowtails, Western Giant Swallowtail, 
Three-tailed Swallowtail 

Family Pieridae: Whites and Sulphurs, Mimic-Whites  
Narrow-banded Dartwhite, Florida White, Green-eyed White, Large Orange Sulphur, Apricot 
Sulphur, Marcellina Sulphur, Mimosa Yellow, Tailed Orange, Southern Dogface, Barred 



Yellow, Clouded Skipper, White Angled-Sulphur, Cloudless Sulphur, Statira Sulphur, Sleepy 
Orange, Dainty Sulphur, Tiger Mimic-White 

Lycaenidae: Blues and hairstreaks – White-tipped Hairstreak, Fine-lined Hairstreak, Tiger-
eye Hairstreak, Dusky-blue Groundstreak, Red-spotted Scrub-Hairstreak, Eastern Tailed 
Blue, Ceraunus Blue, Western Pygmy-Blue 

Family Riodinidae: Metalmarks – Rounded Metalmark, Square-spotted Yellowmark, Fatal 
Metalmark 

Family Nymphalidae : Admirals and Relatives, Leafwings and Emperors, Owls, Satyrs, 
Monarchs and Clearwings   
Monarch, Queen, Soldier, Malachite, Gulf Fritillary, Mexican Silverspot, Julia Heliconian, 
Isabella’s Heliconian, Erato Heliconian, Mexican Heliconian, Zebra Heliconian, Tiger 
Heliconian, Variegated Fritillary, Mexican Fritillary, Bordered Patch, Elf, Black-bordered 
Tegosa, Ardent Crescent, Vesta Crescent, Mexican Crescent, Pale Banded Crescent, Brown 
Crescent, Phaon Crescent, Square-tipped Crescent, American Lady, West Coast Lady, 
Painted Lady, Buckeye species 2-3, White Peacock, Banded Peacock, Rusty-tipped Page, 
Band-celled Sister, Celadon Sister, Orange-stripped Sister, Anna’s Eighty-Eight, Common 
Banner, Mexican Bluewing, Red Rim, Gray Cracker, Glaucous Cracker, Variable Cracker, 
Guatemalan Cracker, Red Cracker, Blomfild’s Beauty, Many-banded Daggerwing, Ruddy 
Daggerwing, Forrer’s Leafwing, Laurel Leafwing, Pale-spotted Leafwing, Pearly Leafwing, 
Tiger Leafwing, 
Silver Emperor, Orange OwletPlain Satyr, Two-pupil Satyr, Hermes Satyr, Starred Oxeo, 
Salvin’s Ticlear 

Skippers - Hesperiidae 
Spreadwing Skippers – Broken Silverdrop, White-striped Longtail, Mottled Longtail, Asine 
Longtail, Gold-tufted Skipper, Dorantes Longtail, Long-tailed Skipper, Brown Longtail,  
Skinner’s Cloudywing, Two-barred Flasher, Yellow-tipped Flasher, Pale Mylon, Common 
(Dusted) Spurwing, Texas Powdered-Skipper, Tropical Checkered Skipper, Laviana White-
skipper, Emerald Aguna, Caballo Skipper, Mimosa Skipper, Starred Skipper, Glazed Pellicia, 
Mazan’s Scallopwing, Crab’s Claw Skipper, Hoary Skipper, Glassy-winged Skipper, Sickle-
winged Skipper, Pale Sicklewing, Many Banded (or 5 banded) Skipper, Orange-spotted 
Skipper, Hermit Skipper 

Grass Skippers – Redundant Skipper, Violet-patched Skipper, Fawn-spotted Skipper, 
Frosted Brown Skipper, Pasture Brown-Skipper, Rita’s Remella, Clouded Skipper, Fiery 
Skipper, Whirlabout, Zabulon Skipper, Brazilian Skipper, Purple washed Skipper, Ocola 
Skipper, Violet banded Skipper, Faded Faceted Skipper, Eufala Skipper, Southern 
Skipperling, Niconiades Victoria, Porphyrogenes calathana 


