Trip Report — Ecuador’s Wildsumaco Lodge
2025

December 29, 2025-January 8, 2026 with Willy Perez

Transfixed by the spectacular view of the Wildsumaco volcano. Photo by guide Willy Perez.

| have to say that we had a wonderful time during this 2025 Wildsumaco
tour. It is a great tour to end the year and start a fresh new 2026. We started
by visiting the Antisana National Park for one morning to briefly explore the
high elevation birding. Then, as usual, we stayed two nights in the super
charming San Isidro lodge, where the birds were great just from the porch,
the accommodation was incredible, and the food on a different level. Also,
here we had the traditional fin de ano (end of the year), where we burned the
dummy and had a toast with a glass of champagne, and of course some rain!



And here they are! Photo by guide Willy Perez.

The other 6 nights we stayed at Wildsumaco lodge which is built at the
perfect elevation on the Ecuadorian eastern foothills. Again, here the birds
were stunning, the bird feeders were wonderful and full of activity. The
accommodation was perfect and the food was just delicious.



Stunning male Black-throated Mango at Wildsumaco. Photo by guide Willy Perez.

There were plenty of birds to suit everyone’s tastes. Some people were
surprised and impressed by the Cock-of-the-Rock display, and | have to say
that the lek at Amarun Pakcha is one of the best | have seen. For other
people, the tiny Ochre-breasted Antpitta grabbed their attention. In the list
of favorites, there was Blue-rumped Manakin, Gorgeted Woodstar, the
smallest hummingbird we saw, and the very fancy Wire-crested Thorntail, all
tiny jewels that brought joy to people.



Cock-of-the-Rock male at Amarun Pakcha Lek, a wonderful community run project. Photo by
guide Willy Perez.

For others, some bigger birds were at the top of their list. Who wouldn’t be
impressed by a Blackish Rail coming out to the open to eat some worms that
people put out for them? The very impressive Military Macaw, especially in
flight, was another. Other ones standing out for their charismatic behavior
were the elegant and confident Short-tailed Antthrush, the wise Band-
bellied Owls, and of course, the Western Striolated Puffbird, but the most
fascinating was the concert by the Musician Wren that captivated all of us.
Reid and Ximena even wanted to include this in their musical repertoire.



Chestnut headed Crake, a secretive bird, that to our delight we saw very well. Photo by guide
Willy Perez.

The most impressive thing for me along the tour, of course, was the great
group. Thank you all for coming; it was lovely to see some familiar faces as
well as new ones, and thank you for being a trooper when a few things didn’t
go as planned. | always say, as a guide, that | am lucky if | have any skillfully
trained people along with us, because you never know when you are going to
need them, and this time was no exception. Having a "mechanic" in the
group, when the bus had a mechanical hitch on the way to Wildsumaco, was
a blessing. You saved the day, Reid, so thank you! Also, your evening of
music with Jimena was a real delight, and even the staff from Wildsumaco
enjoyed the presentation. Another person crucial for us was Edgar, our
driver, who took us safely along this journey. Overall, this was a very
successful trip and | look forward to seeing you again sometime soon.



Enjoying one of the many beautiful waterfalls. Photo by guide Willy Perez.

Other animals that we saw along the tour:
Black-mantled Tamarin (Saguinus nigricollis)
Common Woolly Monkey (Lagothrix lagotricha)
Common Tapeti (Sylvilagus brasiliensis)
Red-tailed Squirrel (Sciurus granatensis)
Northern Amazon Red Squirrel (Sciurus igniventris)
Amazon Dwarf Squirrel (Microsciurus flaviventer)
Black Agouti (Dasyprocta fuliginosa)

South American Coati (Nasua nasua)

Mountain Coati (Nasuella olivacea)

Kinkajou (Potos flavus)

Mountain Tapir (Tapirus pinchaque)

White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus)
Anole Lizard.

Poison Dart Frog.

Giant Earthworm.



You can see my complete trip report on eBird at this
link: https://ebird.org/tripreport/467286

Keep on birding! Willy
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For a narrative summary of this tour, including a Field Guides photo gallery and additional...

o 284 m 35

Species Observed Checklists

LIFERS @3 @

Species Observed Show all details
1 Little Tinamou Crypturellus soui 1R
2 Torrent Duck Merganetta armata 1R
1 Andean Duck Oxyura ferruginea all
3 Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes goudotii a2
2 Wattled Guan Aburria aburri W2
2 Andean Guan Penelope montagnii 1R
2 Speckled Chachalaca Ortalis guttata 1l
1 Scaled Pigeon Patagioenas speciosa 1l
3 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata 1R
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1 Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas plumbea 1l
1 Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas subvinacea 1l
2 Black-winged Ground Dove Metriopelia melanoptera il
1 Ruddy Quail-Dove Geotrygon montana 1R
1 White-throated Quail-Dove Zentrygon frenata 1R
3 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 1R
8 Common Squirrel-Cuckoo Piaya cayana a4
2 Rufous-bellied Nighthawk Lurocalis rufiventris (1l
1 Common Pauraque Nyctidromus albicollis 1l
4 Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutila (1R
55 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne zonaris 2
2 Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura cinereiventris 1l
2 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora Wi
1 Green Hermit Phaethornis guy 1R
1 Gray-chinned Hermit Phaethornis griseogularis il
1 Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera ludovicae il
16 Sparkling Violetear Colibri coruscans a3
8 Brown Violetear Colibridelphinae 2
2 Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis 1R
1 Tourmaline Sunangel Heliangelus exortis 1l
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Wire-crested Thorntail Discosura popelairii
Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys
Long-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus kingii
Ecuadorian Hillstar Oreotrochilus chimborazo
Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia victoriae

Tyrian Metaltail Metallura tyrianthina

Bronzy Inca Coeligena coeligena

Collared Inca Coeligena torquata

Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus
Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens
Chestnut-breasted Coronet Boissonneaua matthewsii
Peruvian Racket-tail Ocreatus peruanus
Green-backed Hillstar Urochroa leucura
Black-throated Brilliant Heliodoxa schreibersii
Gould's Jewelfront Heliodoxa aurescens
Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides
Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas
Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris
White-bellied Woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant

Gorgeted Woodstar Chaetocercus heliodor
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5 Violet-headed Hummingbird Kiais guimeti W3
2 Napo Sabrewing Campylopterus villaviscensio 02
4 Fork-tailed Woodnymph Thalurania furcata 02
14 Many-spotted Hummingbird Taphrospilus hypostictus a2
24 Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone W4
2 Rufous-throated Sapphire Hylocharis sapphirina 1R
1 Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans 1R
2 Gray-cowled Wood-Rail Aramides cajaneus Wi
2 Slate-colored Coot Fulica ardesiaca (1l
3 Chestnut-headed Crake Anurolimnas castaneiceps (1R
19 Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis 05
1 Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus 1R
7 Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus 1R
4 Andean Ibis Theristicus branickii (1l
3 Andean Condor Vultur gryphus 1R
32 Black Vulture Coragyps atratus (174
5 Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 05
14 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus 5
2 Black Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus tyrannus 02
8 Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris [1K3)
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Variable Hawk Geranoaetus polyosoma
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus
Short-tailed Hawk Buteo brachyurus
White-throated Screech-Owl Megascops albogularis
Tropical Screech-Owl Megascops choliba
Foothill Screech-Owl Megascops roraimae
Band-bellied Owl Pulsatrix melanota

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus
Black-banded Owl Strix huhula
Golden-headed Quetzal Pharomachrus auriceps
Crested Quetzal Pharomachrus antisianus
Green-backed Trogon Trogon viridis

Collared Trogon Trogon collaris

Andean Motmot Momotus aequatorialis
Western Striolated-Puffbird Nystalus obamai
Black-streaked Puffbird Malacoptila fulvogularis
Brown Nunlet Nonnula brunnea &

Gilded Barbet Capito auratus

Red-headed Barbet Eubucco bourcierii

Chestnut-tipped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus derbianus
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Chestnut-eared Aracari Pteroglossus castanotis
Many-banded Aracari Pteroglossus pluricinctus
Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii
Yellow-throated Toucan Ramphastos ambiguus
Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus
Lafresnaye's Piculet Picumnus lafresnayi
Yellow-tufted Woodpecker Melanerpes cruentatus
Smoky-brown Woodpecker Leuconotopicus fumigatus
Yellow-vented Woodpecker Veniliornis dignus @
Crimson-crested Woodpecker Campephilus melanoleucos
Lineated Woodpecker Dryocopus lineatus

Buckley's Forest-Falcon Micrastur buckleyi

Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur ruficollis
Yellow-headed Caracara Daptrius chimachima

Black Caracara Daptrius ater

Carunculated Caracara Daptrius carunculatus

Barred Parakeet Bolborhynchus lineola

Red-billed Parrot Pionus sordidus

Speckle-faced Parrot Pionus tumultuosus

Blue-headed Parrot Pionus menstruus
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Scaly-naped Amazon Amazona mercenarius
Maroon-tailed Parakeet Pyrrhura melanura
Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus

Military Macaw Ara militaris

White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus
Lined Antshrike Thamnophilus tenuepunctatus
Russet Antshrike Thamnistes anabatinus

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis
Rusty-winged Antwren Herpsilochmus frater
Streak-headed Antbird Drymophila striaticeps
Western Fire-eye Pyriglena maura

Black-faced Antbird Myrmoborus myotherinus
Spot-winged Antbird Myrmelastes leucostigma
Chestnut-crowned Gnateater Conopophaga castaneiceps
Plain-backed Antpitta Grallaria haplonota
White-bellied Antpitta Grallaria hypoleuca
Tawny Antpitta Grallaria quitensis
Ochre-breasted Antpitta Grallaricula flavirostris
Blackish Tapaculo Scytalopus latrans

Black-faced Antthrush Formicarius analis
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Short-tailed Antthrush Chamaeza campanisona
Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus
Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla fuliginosa

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus spirurus

Olive-backed Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus triangularis

Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger
Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans

Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii
Chestnut-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes albidiventris
Stout-billed Cinclodes Cinclodes excelsior

Montane Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia striaticollis
Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla subalaris
Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa
Flammulated Treehunter Thripadectes flammulatus @
Black-billed Treehunter Thripadectes melanorhynchus
Pearled Treerunner Margarornis squamiger

Andean Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura andicola
Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata
Ash-browed Spinetail Cranioleuca curtata

Dark-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albigularis
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2 Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis azarae 1l
1 Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis unirufa i
1 Green Manakin Cryptopipo holochlora (1R
5 Blue-rumped Manakin Lepidothrix isidorei 03
1 Striolated Manakin Machaeropterus striolatus 1R
4 White-crowned Manakin Pseudopipra pipra a2
1 Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola riefferii 1R
2 Scaled Fruiteater Ampelioides tschudii (1
12 Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus (1
1 Amazonian Umbrellabird Cephalopterus ornatus (1R
9 Masked Tityra Tityra semifasciata 03
2 Barred Becard Pachyramphus versicolor a2
2 Rufous-breasted Flycatcher Leptopogon rufipectus 1R
1 Marble-faced Bristle-Tyrant Pogonotriccus ophthalmicus 1R
2 Ecuadorian Tyrannulet Phylloscartes gualaquizae il
1 Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus pileatus (1l
1 Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus ruficeps 1l
1 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 1l
5 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus a3
4 CIiff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea 1R
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Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus ornatus
Sulphur-bellied Tyrannulet Mecocerculus minor
Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga cinerea
Sooty-headed Tyrannulet Phyllomyias griseiceps
Golden-faced Tyrannulet Zimmerius chrysops
Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus flavicans
Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi
Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus fumigatus
Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus

Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans

Plain-capped Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola alpinus
Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant Agriornis montanus
Smoky Bush-Tyrant Myiotheretes fumigatus
Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca fumicolor
Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus

Large-headed Flatbill Ramphotrigon megacephalum
Pale-edged Flycatcher Myiarchus cephalotes
Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua
Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis

Golden-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes hemichrysus
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21 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus 0o
2 Olivaceous Greenlet Hylophilus olivaceus a2
1 Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo Vireolanius leucotis 1l
1 Brown-capped Vireo Vireo leucophrys 1l
5 Turquoise Jay Cyanolyca turcosa Wi

14 Violaceous Jay Cyanocorax violaceus 03
7 Green Jay Cyanocoraxyncas (1l
3 White-thighed Swallow Atticora tibialis Wi

130 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca [ 1)
6 Brown-bellied Swallow Orochelidon murina il
1 Wing-banded Wren Microcerculus bambla (1l
1 Gray-mantled Wren Odontorchilus branickii 1l
1 Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus 1R
5 Mountain Wren Troglodytes solstitialis a2
2 Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis 1R
2 Thrush-like Wren Campylorhynchus turdinus il
3 Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia unirufa 1R
1 White-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucosticta 1l
4 Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina leucophrys 02
3 Musician Wren Cyphorhinus arada a2
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5 White-capped Dipper Cinclus leucocephalus 03
1 Andean Solitaire Myadestes ralloides 1R
2 Speckled Nightingale-Thrush Catharus maculatus 1l
18 Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus (NS
4 Pale-eyed Thrush Turdus leucops 03
2 Glossy-black Thrush Turdus serranus W2
11 Great Thrush Turdus fuscater a4
18 Black-billed Thrush Turdus ignobilis wo
2 White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis (1l
4 Paramo Pipit Anthus bogotensis 1l
3 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia laniirostris 02
3 Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster i3
6 Bronze-green Euphonia Euphonia mesochrysa i3
2 Hooded Siskin Spinus magellanicus 1R
7 Yellow-throated Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavigularis 02
12 Common Chlorospingus Chlorospingus flavopectus i3
2 Yellow-browed Sparrow Ammodramus aurifrons a2
1 Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon aurantiirostris 1l
6 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 02
2 Pale-naped Brushfinch Atlapetes pallidinucha 1R
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Russet-backed Oropendola Psarocolius angustifrons
Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus
Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus uropygialis
Mountain Cacique Cacicus chrysonotus

Giant Cowbird Molothrus oryzivorus
Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla

Cerulean Warbler Setophaga cerulea

Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi

Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca
Black-crested Warbler Myiothlypis nigrocristata
Russet-crowned Warbler Myiothlypis coronata
Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis
Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus miniatus
Spectacled Redstart Myioborus melanocephalus
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea

Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus

Black-capped Hemispingus Kleinothraupis atropileus

Black-eared Hemispingus Sphenopsis melanotis
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1 White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus il
14 Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 05
3 Hooded Mountain Tanager Buthraupis montana 1l
2 Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis riefferii Wi
1 Orange-eared Tanager Chlorochrysa calliparaea (1l
24 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis episcopus (ke
3 Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum a2
15 Spotted Tanager Ixothraupis punctata a5
7 Black-capped Tanager Stilpnia heinei W4
12 Blue-necked Tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis 05
4 Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara nigroviridis 02
2 Turquoise Tanager Tangara mexicana Wi
14 Paradise Tanager Tangara chilensis W4
5 Golden-eared Tanager Tangara chrysotis (1
4 Saffron-crowned Tanager Tangara xanthocephala (1
2 Flame-faced Tanager Tangara parzudakii Wi
3 Green-and-gold Tanager Tangara schrankii i
12 Golden Tanager Tangara arthus mo
4 Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis W2
1 Black-faced Dacnis Dacnis lineata Wi
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Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana

Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus

Golden-collared Honeycreeper Iridophanes pulcherrimus

Capped Conebill Conirostrum albifrons

Black Flowerpiercer Diglossa humeralis
White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera
Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea
Plumbeous Sierra Finch Geospizopsis unicolor
Pink-billed Cnemoscopus Cnemoscopus rubrirostris
Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina
Chestnut-bellied Seedeater Sporophila castaneiventris
Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia inornata
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola

Buff-throated Saltator Saltator maximus

Bluish-gray Saltator Saltator coerulescens
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